
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  41 JUNE 2026 

 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Parish 
Office on Tuesday 16th June 2026 
Present: 

Phil Bean (PB) NP Sarah Brown (SB) NP 

Roger Doust (RD) P Jordan Fox (JF) NP 

Sheena Grassi (SG) NP Martin Keyte (MK) P 

Francesca Maritan-Hawkins (FMH) - CHAIR P Les Orvis (LO) PP 

Cathy Robinson (CR) NP   

Present (P)   Not Present (NP)   Part Present (PP) 
 
Also Present: Kate Hope, Parish Clerk/RFO (Clerk) 

Judith Lillis, Finance Officer (FO) 
 Cllr Paul Miller (Hampshire County Council) 
 No members of the public (MoP) 

1.  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from PB, SB, JF, SG and CR who had conflicting 
commitments that prevented them being available for the meeting.  FMH (Vice-
Chair of the Council) chaired the meeting in CRs absence. 

2.  Declarations of Interests and Dispensations 
No declarations of interest were made. 

3.  Councillor Co-Option 
The co-option applicant outlined their long residency in the parish since 1984 and 
strong knowledge of the local area. They highlighted relevant professional 
experience in finance, including 12 years as the Parish Council’s finance officer, and 
demonstrated an understanding of parish council operations and governance. The 
applicant also noted the potential impact of forthcoming changes relating to the 
proposed unitary authority and the importance of maintaining effective 
relationships with other tiers of local government. 
Members welcomed the applicant’s willingness to contribute, noting in particular 
their availability, community engagement, and intention to represent residents’ 
views. No concerns were raised during questions, and Members expressed general 
support. 
DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to co-opt Les Orvis to the Parish Council.  
LO signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting as a 
Councillor.  The Chair welcomed the new councillor and noted that a formal 
introduction could also be made at a future meeting when full attendance is 
achieved. 

4.  Public Participation 
No members of the public attended the meeting. 
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5.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Members received the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 19th 
May 2026. 
DECISION: RESOLVED to accept the minutes as an accurate reflection of th 
events which took place at the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 19th May 
2026. 

6.  County & Ward Councillor’s Updates 
Cllr Miller introduced himself as the newly elected County Councillor, noting his 
previous experience as a Borough Councillor and former parish council chair. He 
outlined key county responsibilities affecting parishes, including highways, 
education and rights of way, and encouraged Members to raise issues through him 
to facilitate access to officers. 
Discussion focused on a longstanding traffic concern at the railway bridge. Cllr 
Miller confirmed he had already contacted senior officers and requested further 
evidence, including photographs and traffic data, to support the case. Members 
agreed to share any available surveys, noting a 2023 highways survey and earlier 
parish data. 
Additional points included concerns regarding local footpaths in relation to future 
development, and broader planning matters. Cllr Miller also referenced ongoing 
local government reorganisation and signposted further information. 
The Chair thanked Cllr Miller for attending and noted ongoing liaison. 
Members noted a written update from Borough Cllr Grassi regarding Local 
Government Reorganisation. It was reported that proposals for the creation of new 
unitary councils across the wider area had been successful, with work now 
progressing in partnership across North Hampshire to develop implementation 
plans. 
The update highlighted ongoing collaboration between councils and stakeholders 
to shape future service delivery, including opportunities for greater integration 
across areas such as planning, health, education and community services. 
Emphasis was placed on developing a “neighbourhood” approach, recognising the 
role of parish and town councils and local facilities in supporting community-
focused service provision. 
It was also noted that the County Council is exploring a legal challenge to the 
reorganisation proposals; however, partner councils remain focused on progressing 
preparatory work for the new arrangements. 

7.  Chair’s Report 
The Chair referred Members to correspondence previously circulated from the 
Co‑Leader of the Borough Council, Cllr Paul Harvey, and the Cabinet Member for 
Strategic Planning and Infrastructure. The letter, addressed to the Chief Executive 
of South East Water, concerns ongoing issues relating to water infrastructure and 
forms part of the Borough Council’s response to development pressures. Members 
were asked to note its contents. 
An update was also provided on the Neighbourhood Plan. The public consultation 
phase has now concluded, including responses from statutory consultees. The Plan 
is being revised in light of feedback received. In particular, amendments are being 
made to the proposed Local Gap along the River Loddon to ensure compliance with 
planning requirements. The revised proposal aligns with earlier consultant 
recommendations. 
It is intended that the updated Neighbourhood Plan will be presented to the July 
meeting for consideration. If approved, it will then be submitted to the Borough 
Council to progress to the next stage. 
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8.  Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2025-26 
The Chair introduced the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), 
noting that it is a statutory requirement to be completed, approved and published 
each financial year. The AGAR provides assurance that public funds have been 
properly managed and that the Council has complied with relevant governance 
and legal requirements. 
Members were advised that the AGAR reflects the work of the Clerk and finance 
team in maintaining accurate records, producing reports and ensuring 
transparency. The internal auditor has reviewed the documentation and provided 
assurance, working with the Clerk on any matters arising. 
It was confirmed that the agenda items must be considered in the prescribed order 
to ensure compliance. 
8.1 The Internal Auditor’s report, dated 7th May 2026, had been circulated to 

members prior to the meeting.  Members discussed some of the detail of the 
report, including the need to initial every page of council minutes in future 
and the benefits of replacing petty cash with preloaded debit cards for 
purchasing small office consumables such as milk. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Internal Auditors report 
dated 7th May 2026. 
8.2 The AGAR Annual Internal Audit Report 2025-26 had been circulated to 

members prior to the meeting.  It was highlighted that one item (control 
objective N) had been marked “No” due to the late publication of the previous 
year’s external auditor report, which had been uploaded one day after the 
statutory deadline. The Clerk acknowledged this oversight and confirmed 
that lessons had been learned to ensure future compliance. Members noted 
that this was a minor timing issue rather than a substantive concern. 
The Council recorded its appreciation of the Clerk’s transparency and the 
work undertaken.  

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the AGAR Annual Internal Audit 
Report 2025-26. 
8.3 The AGAR Annual Governance Statement 2025-26 (Section 1) had been 

circulated to members prior to the meeting.  Members considered the 
Statement, comprising a series of assertions relating to the Council’s systems 
of internal control, financial management and governance arrangements. The 
Clerk confirmed that the statements reflect the Council’s compliance with 
statutory requirements, supported by existing policies, risk assessments and 
financial regulations. 
Members noted the inclusion of a new assertion relating to IT security and 
data protection, confirming that appropriate measures are in place, including 
use of a .gov.uk domain and email addresses, and relevant data protection 
training. 
Following review, Members confirmed they were satisfied that the 
governance arrangements were appropriate and compliant. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Annual Governance 
Statement 2025-26 (Section 1). 
8.4 The AGAR Accounting Statements 2025-26 (Section 2) had been circulated to 

members prior to the meeting.  It was confirmed that the stated figures had 
been checked by the FO, the Internal Auditor and the Clerk/RFO. Members 
acknowledged the audit process undertaken and expressed confidence in the 
accuracy of the figures. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the AGAR Accounting 
Statements 2025-26 (Section 2). 
8.5 Members considered the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of the 

unaudited Annual Governance and Accountability Return. It was explained 
that the notice must be dated the day following approval and provide a 30 
working day inspection period, running from Thursday 18 June to Wednesday 
29 July.  The notice enables residents to inspect the Council’s accounts by 
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arrangement. It was noted that the process had been carefully checked to 
ensure compliance with statutory requirements. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to display the Notice of Public Rights on 
Wednesday 17th June 2026. 
8.6 Members were asked whether they had any conflicts of interest with the 

external auditor, BDO LLP and no declarations were made. 
DECISION: RESOLVED that the declaration of no conflicts of interest be noted 
and confirmed for submission to the external auditor. 
8.7 FMH, as Chair of the meeting, signed the Accounting Statements 2025-26 

(Section 2) on behalf of the Council in accordance with the approval recorded 
in minute reference 8.4. 

8.8 Members considered the effectiveness of the Council’s internal audit 
arrangements. The Clerk reported that the internal auditor had provided a 
high standard of service throughout the year and had worked constructively 
with officers to review processes and strengthen controls where appropriate. 
It was noted that the internal auditor brings significant expertise, including 
involvement in national guidance on local council accounting and 
governance.  
Members agreed that the relationship between the Council and both its 
internal and external auditors is important in ensuring transparency and 
maintaining confidence in the Council’s financial management. 
Members expressed satisfaction with the auditor’s independence, 
professionalism and thorough approach, and acknowledged the value of 
ongoing constructive challenge in maintaining good practice. 

DECISION: RESOLVED that the effectiveness of the internal audit for 2025-26 be 
agreed. 
8.9 Members considered options for the appointment of an internal auditor for 

the forthcoming financial year. The Clerk presented a report outlining efforts 
to obtain suitable providers, noting limited availability within the sector. Two 
quotations were received, including one from Mulberry Local Authority 
Services and a further competitive submission from an alternative provider. 
Mulberry were recommended by the Council’s current internal auditor and 
are an established provider with experience supporting a large number of 
parish councils. Members noted the advantages of appointing a company 
with multiple auditors, providing resilience and continuity. The alternative 
provider was also commended for their responsiveness and competitive 
pricing.  Members discussed costs, noting both options were broadly 
comparable to the previous year’s audit fee. 

DECISION: RESOLVED that Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd be appointed 
as the Council’s internal auditor for 2026-27. 
Members recorded their thanks to the Clerk and FO for their work in 
completing the audit process. 

9.  Council Finances 
9.1 Members received a verbal summary of the May financial position. It was 

reported that the most significant expenditure related to the resurfacing of 
paths at the recreation ground, the majority of which had been allocated to 
reserves and therefore did not impact the current year’s budget. Remaining 
expenditure was routine, with no exceptional items noted. 
Members were introduced to the new financial reporting format following 
implementation of the Scribe accounting system. Three reports had been 
provided, including a detailed budget summary, which it was proposed could 
be published on the Council’s website to improve transparency and provide 
more detailed information for residents. 
It was noted that budget figures represent full-year allocations, while actual 
figures reflect year-to-date expenditure, which may limit comparability at this 
stage. Members acknowledged the benefits of the new system while 
recognising an adjustment period. 
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DECISION: RESOLVED that the reports be received and the detailed budget 
summary be published on the Council website. 
9.2 Members reviewed the schedule of payments over £100. It was noted that 

expenditure for the month was higher than usual due to resurfacing works to 
recreation ground paths; however, this had been funded from reserves. A 
further payment relating to the Village Hall was also noted. 
All other expenditure was routine, and no concerns were raised. 

DECISION: RESOLVED that the schedule of payments over £100 be noted and 
published on the Council website. 
9.3 Members reviewed the bank reconciliation statements, as circulated. It was 

noted that balances reflect recent higher levels of expenditure, including 
significant project costs during the year. Members were reassured that 
sufficient reserves remain available and that there are no concerns regarding 
the Council’s financial position. 
No discrepancies or issues were raised. 

DECISION: RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation be approved and signed by 
the Chair. 

10.  Committees & Working Groups 
Facilities Management Committee 
10.1 Members received a brief update on the recent meeting of the Facilities 

Management Committee. It was reported that general maintenance and 
ongoing matters are progressing as expected, including liaison with local 
clubs.  The draft minutes of meeting held on 9th June 2026 were noted. 

Traffic Working Group 
10.2 Members noted the notes from the Traffic Working Group meeting held on 

9th June 2026 and MK provided an update on the work of the Traffic Working 
Group. It was reported that good progress has been made, with the group 
agreeing to focus initially on traffic issues and identified pinch points, rather 
than wider matters such as parking. 
Work is currently centred on data gathering, including collecting resident 
feedback and photographic evidence to build a central record of concerns. 
This information will be used to identify priority locations and inform potential 
actions. 
Members were advised that residents who have previously raised concerns 
have been contacted with an update and invited to contribute further 
evidence. The Council noted the importance of engaging with the community 
as the work progresses. 

11.  Monthly monitoring report 
The Clerk advised that a comprehensive resolution and action log is being 
developed to provide a single, accessible record of Council decisions and ongoing 
matters. This is intended to improve tracking and ensure no actions are missed, 
with future categorisation by responsibility (Parish, Borough or County Council). 
Members noted that resurfacing works to the Hatch Caravan Park access roadway 
had been completed to residents’ satisfaction. No update was available regarding 
the condition of the River Loddon banks near Bartons Mill. 

12.  Date of Next Meeting - Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7.30pm in the Parish Office 

 MEETING ENDED AT 8.35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED:……………………………………………………..  DATED:……………………………………
  
 


