
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  21 MARCH 2026 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Parish Office 
on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 
Present: 

Phil Bean (PB) P Sarah Brown (SLB) P 
Stephen Brown (SB) P Charlie Butfoy (CB) P 
Murray Campbell (MC) – CHAIR P Roger Doust (RD) P 
Jordan Fox (JF) P Sheena Grassi (SG) P 
Martin Keyte (MK) P Francesca Maritan-Hawkins (FMH) P 
Cathy Robinson (CR) P Kate Tuck (KT) P 

Present (P)   Not Present (NP)   Part Present (PP) 
 
Also Present: Kate Hope, Parish Clerk/RFO (Clerk) 

Judith Lillis, Finance Officer (FO) 
In attendance: No members of the public (MoP) 

1.  Apologies for absence 
No apologies were received. 

2.  Declarations of Interests and Dispensations 
No declarations were received. 

3.  Public Participation 
No members of the public attended. 

4.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Members received minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 3rd February 2026. 
DECISION: RESOLVED to accept the minutes as an accurate reflection of the events 
which took place at the Full Parish Council meeting held on 3rd February 2026. 

5.  County & Ward Councillors Updates 
KT reported that BDBC has set a balanced budget for 2026–27 and highlighted the launch 
of a new Victoria County History volume on Herriard, together with the group’s forthcoming 
work on Old Basing, which may benefit from heritage material held within the Parish.  
An upcoming community tree‑planting project at Crabtree Plantation was noted. Recent 
Borough correspondence to the Environment Agency and water companies regarding 
sewage and river catchments was discussed, including clarification on local outflows into 
the Loddon and Lyde.  
Approval has also been secured for a Borough Councillor grant to provide two new benches 
in Lychpit, with installation costs met by the Parish Council, to be located on footpaths near 
Lamb’s Row and Oliver’s Walk. 

6.  Chair’s Report 
The Chair reported that several residents have recently raised concerns about traffic and 
parking in Old Basing, particularly requests for the Council to press for a 20mph limit and to 
address poor parking on Crown Lane. Members were advised that Hampshire County 
Council now requires parishes to lead on assessing and funding any 20mph proposals. It 
was agreed that the Traffic Working Group should review the matter, update its terms of 
reference, and consider inviting interested residents to contribute to future work. Further 
discussion took place on traffic management, and PB volunteered to join the Working 
Group. Members emphasised the importance of distinguishing between behavioural issues 
and enforceable traffic measures when considering requests for speed restrictions. 
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The Parish Clerk provided an update on the Parish’s application for a Speed Indicator Device 
licence, noting that Hampshire County Council had deemed three proposed locations 
unsuitable. Members were content for the Chair to progress authorisation for the 
installation of new posts to support alternative sites.  
Members also noted that the Moto Service Station application at Junction 6 of the M3 had 
been deferred pending further information requested by Thames Water. 
A resident concern was raised regarding a long‑term empty property on Hatch Lane, 
reported to be suffering from water ingress, rodent activity and associated risks to 
neighbouring homes. KT and SG advised that the matter could be escalated to the 
Borough’s Empty Homes Officer, and the resident was encouraged to make contact so that 
the Parish and Borough Councillors can support appropriate follow‑up. 

7.  Finances (Responsible Financial Officer) 
7.1 The payment & receipts schedule had been published and circulated in advance of 

the meeting.   PB mentioned that he had reviewed the financial documents in detail 
and highlighted a small number of minor issues, including a date‑cell error and 
queries relating to utility charges. As the Council will shortly be moving to new 
accounting software, he did not propose further examination but would share the 
assessment for information. In response, the FO noted that expenditure remained 
broadly in line with expectations, with the principal variance relating to WWA costs, 
which had been anticipated. No further questions were raised. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the payment and receipts schedule for 
February 2026. 
7.2 The bank reconciliations had been published and circulated in advance of the 

meeting.   
DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the bank reconciliation for February 
2026. 
7.3 The cashflow analysis report was circulated in advance of the meeting and its detail 

was noted. 

8.  FINANCE & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
8.1 Draft minutes of a meeting held on 17th February 2026 were received and noted. 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
8.2 Draft minutes of a meeting held on 24th February 2026 were received and noted. 
8.3 A drafted response to the NPPF Consultation for Proposed Reforms and Other 

Changes to the Planning System had been circulated to members in advance of the 
meeting and was considered by those present.  KT proposed that the response should 
include a recommendation for chalk streams to be designated as irreplaceable 
habitat. Members agreed that this wording should be added, and KT will forward the 
suggested sentence for inclusion. 

DECISION: RESOLVED to submit the response as recommended, subject to the minor 
amendments proposed. 
8.4 Item moved to the end of the meeting for confidentiality. 
8.5 Item moved to the end of the meeting for confidentiality. 

9.  Monthly monitoring report 
The report was reviewed, but no progress was reported on either matter. 

10.  River Loddon Charter 
A revised Charter was presented for approval following further review, which had resulted 
in minor amendments to ensure the Parish Council does not assume any implied liability 
for restoration works. Members agreed that the intention and purpose of the document 
remained unchanged, namely that the Parish Council will act as the first signatory and 
advocate for the Loddon, with the expectation that other interested organisations will join 
in due course.  
DECISION: RESOLVED to adopt the amended River Loddon Charter as presented. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-proposed-reforms-and-other-changes-to-the-planning-system
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11.  CIL Project: Public Conveniences Refurbishment 
The Council considered the tender documentation for the refurbishment of the public 
toilets at Old Basing Recreation Ground, including the specification, invitation to tender, 
evaluation criteria and procedural guidance.  
The Clerk confirmed that the specification had been reviewed by an experienced advisor 
and checked against Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and procurement 
requirements.  
Members noted that three specialist companies would be invited to submit tenders and 
that the proposed timetable aimed to enable completion before 1 May, the start of the 
summer season, while retaining flexibility if contractors required a later start.  
DECISION: RESOLVED to approve and send tender documents to three specific 
contractors as detailed. 

12.  Representatives Reports 
CR – An update was given on Milkingpen Lane, noting that Hampshire Highways had again 
indicated reluctance to undertake the works previously proposed, though a site meeting 
with the County Council’s representative will be arranged to explore alternative options. The 
associated CIL funding remains available. Members noted continued public interest in the 
issue.  
PB – A brief update was provided on progress of installation of floodlights at Old Basing 
Tennis Club, with Solicitors now actively progressing the legal documents. 
RD – Lychpit footpaths all being cleaned by BDBC, but narrower paths could not be swept 
by the vehicles and remain covered in slippery leaves.  The issue will be monitored. 
FMH – A comprehensive update was provided on the Neighbourhood Plan, with public 
consultation ongoing and eight formal responses received to date. The full suite of 
documents—including the draft plan, design codes, green space assessment, local gap 
study and SEA/HRA documentation—is available online and in hard copy. The plan is 
expected to return to Council for approval in May or June before submission to the Borough 
Council. Members recorded thanks to those involved in the work to date.  
No further updates were reported. 

13.  It was noted that the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 7th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Office 

14. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
Members of the public were asked to leave the meeting as the following items were not 
open to the public. 
STAFFING COMMITTEE 
8.4 Draft minutes of a meeting held on 16th February 2026 were received and noted. 
8.5 The Staffing Committee had discussed and made recommendations regarding 

Staffing Restructure, revised Job Descriptions and Salary adjustments which had been 
circulated to members prior to the meeting. 

DECISION: RESOLVED to adopt the restructure, documents and adjustments as 
recommended. 

 Meeting ended at 8.25pm 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED:……………………………………………………..  DATED:……………………………………  
 


