
 
 
 

 

 
FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  9 FEBRUARY 2026 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Parish Office 
on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 
Present: 

Phil Bean (PB) P Sarah Brown (SLB) NP 
Stephen Brown (SB) P Charlie Butfoy (CB) P 
Murray Campbell (MC) – CHAIR P Roger Doust (RD) P 
Jordan Fox (JF) P Sheena Grassi (SG) P 
Martin Keyte (MK) P Francesca Maritan-Hawkins (FMH) P 
Cathy Robinson (CR) P Kate Tuck (KT) NP 

Present (P)   Not Present (NP)   Part Present (PP) 
Also Present: Kate Hope, Parish Clerk/RFO (Clerk) 

Judith Lillis, Finance Officer (FO) 
In attendance: One member of the public (MoP) 

1.  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from SB, who had other professional commitments. 

2.  Declarations of Interests and Dispensations 
No declarations were received. 

3.  Public Participation 
A resident referred to the recent discussion regarding the potential move from two wards 
to a single ward. They noted their long involvement with the Council and the historic 
perception among some residents that Old Basing and Lychpit were not always equally 
represented. The resident acknowledged that councillors are expected to make decisions 
based on the facts before them rather than where they live, and that all councillors 
represent the parish as a whole. However, they expressed concern about the assertion that 
there were “no downsides” to the proposed change, suggesting that a single‑ward structure 
could, in theory, result in an uneven distribution of councillors—for example, a significantly 
higher number from one area than the other—whereas the current warding arrangement 
provides a degree of balance.  Councillors responded that, in practice, they already view Old 
Basing and Lychpit as a single community and work on behalf of the whole parish rather 
than along ward lines. They felt the current warding arrangement can appear divisive and 
does not reflect how the Council operates, noting that a single‑ward structure would 
remove the perception of imbalance, reduce the risk of factionalism, and better represent 
the parish’s unified identity. 

4.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Members received minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 6th January 2026. RD 
thanked the Clerk for the accuracy of item 10. 
DECISION: RESOLVED to accept the minutes as an accurate reflection of the events 
which took place at the Full Parish Council meeting held on 6th January 2026. 

5.  County & Ward Councillors Updates 
SG reported that resurfacing works for the access road at the Hatch mobile caravan site are 
now scheduled for June, which should allow the ground to dry and improve safety. She is 
also arranging for several abandoned vehicles on the site to be removed. Upcoming local 
events were highlighted, including the “Let’s Glow” family event in Memorial Park from 19–
21 February, the Mayor’s Spring Rock Concert on 7 March, and the Loddon River Week in 
September, which will offer hands‑on activities for residents to learn about the river and 
local wildlife. 
The Clerk relayed an update from County Councillor Still, who had received a resident 
request for 20 mph limits around local schools. The Clerk explained that Hampshire County 

https://www.lovebasingstoke.co.uk/lets-glow
https://www.lovebasingstoke.co.uk/lets-glow
https://www.anvilarts.org.uk/events/the-mayors-rock-concert
https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/launch-yourself-into-loddon-rivers-week/
https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/launch-yourself-into-loddon-rivers-week/
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Council now requires parish councils to apply for, and fund, such schemes.  Consultation 
and evidence of need would be required (perhaps including data from Speed Indicator 
Devices (SIDs)). As the parish is currently awaiting HCC approval for SID installation sites, the 
Clerk suggested that any 20 mph proposal might be considered once SID data is available. 
Councillors noted that three SID locations on Great Binfields Road are included and 
discussed how SID installations might affect vehicle speeds.  Councillor Still had also offered 
to arrange a meeting between the Parish Council and Hampshire Highways regarding the 
Milkingpen Lane project. 

6.  Chair’s Report 
No report was given. 

7.  Finances (Responsible Financial Officer) 
7.1 The payment & receipts schedule had been published and circulated in advance of 

the meeting.   The Finance Officer pointed out that £9.7k was spent on Development 
Rebuttal in this month and that approximately £10k remains in the allocation 
(combined budget 2025-26 and earmarked reserve). 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the payment and receipts schedule for 
January 2026. 
7.2 The bank reconciliations had been published and circulated in advance of the 

meeting.  The Finance Officer reported that some interest rates have dropped but 
otherwise it’s been a straightforward period. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the bank reconciliation for January 
2026. 
7.3 The cashflow analysis report was circulated in advance of the meeting and its detail 

was noted. 
7.4 A copy of the signed Precept 2026–27 form, submitted to Basingstoke & Deane 

Borough Council on 28 January 2026 and requesting £291,578 for the forthcoming 
financial year, was received and noted. Members also received the tax base figures for 
2026–27, confirming a total of 3,277 Band D equivalent properties for Old Basing & 
Lychpit Parish Council. 

8.  Committees and Working Groups Reports 
8.1 CB requested to join Finance & Resources Committee.  MK and MC volunteered to join 

the Traffic Working Group, and CB offered to support the Group if further help was 
needed. 

DECISION: RESOLVED that CB join the Finance & Resources Committee, and that MK 
and MC join the Traffic Working Group. 
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW WORKING GROUP 
8.2 The Council discussed how members should respond to the current consultation, 

clarifying that individual councillors may submit personal responses in their own 
capacity, while the Parish Council as a body may only submit one collective response 
if it chooses to do so. Members agreed that a higher number of individual submissions 
would be beneficial and should be encouraged, including through promotion on the 
Council’s Facebook page and website once other ongoing consultations have 
progressed. Councillors also expressed appreciation for the work undertaken by FMH, 
supported by the Parish Clerk, in coordinating the review and bringing it forward in a 
structured and effective way. 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
8.3 Draft minutes of a meeting held on 20th January 2026 were received and noted. 
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TENNIS CLUB FLOODLIGHT WORKING GROUP 
8.4 PB reported that the preliminary works required to safeguard the Tennis Club’s 

planning permission were completed the previous day. A licence to enter had been 
prepared to set out the legal limitations of the works, including the requirement to 
reinstate the land if the project does not proceed. The first foundation pit nearest the 
clubhouse has been excavated to a depth of 1.3 m, covered, and a trench dug to the 
clubhouse with ducting installed for future cabling; the trench has since been refilled 
and the surface reinstated. Photographs can be circulated on request. The Tennis Club 
may seek confirmation from the planning officer that the works are sufficient. The 
matter now returns to the solicitors, although the Tennis Club has not yet provided 
draft documents for review. It was confirmed that the planning permission is now 
protected. 

9.  Policies & Procedures 
9.1 The Clerk presented a draft IT & Email Policy to members for their consideration 

Members were reminded that the forthcoming Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return will include a new assertion relating to various aspects of digital 
and data compliance. The draft policy, originally approved in October 2024 following 
the issue of new laptops, remained largely unchanged aside from minor amendments 
as highlighted by the Clerk. A typographical correction was identified and will be 
made before publication. Members also noted the need to include the standard email 
disclaimer in councillor email templates.  

DECISION: The IT & Email Policy was agreed, subject to the minor amendments as 
discussed. 
9.2 The Clerk presented an updated Publication Scheme, noting some changes to bring 

the previous version in line with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) model 
template. Members acknowledged that the website remains a work in progress, with 
recent updates already improving compliance. Councillors discussed minor 
discrepancies between the policy and the information currently available online, and 
several suggestions were made for future enhancements, including listing 
legally‑required public registers, expanding the availability of financial documents, 
and reinstating the parish footpath walks booklet.  
The Clerk confirmed that the Council already meets all statutory requirements and 
that any additional improvements could be incorporated gradually.  

DECISION: The Publication Scheme was approved. 

10.  Risk Assessments 
The Council reviewed the annual risk assessments, focusing particularly on the red‑rated 
risks. The Clerk explained that while some high‑level risks—such as the potential loss of the 
Clerk or Assistant Clerk—can be mitigated through locum support and good internal 
knowledge‑sharing, they will inevitably remain high. Other red risks, including vandalism to 
street furniture, fly‑tipping, and safety issues relating to activities on parish land, were 
discussed, with members noting the existing controls in place and the need to continue 
monitoring. Councillors highlighted inconsistencies in one of the risk entries relating to the 
archery area, and it was agreed that updated risk assessments should be requested from 
third‑party users to ensure compliance with their own safety measures. It was also noted 
that Broadhurst Grove requires its own risk assessment sheet, which the Clerk will prepare 
by adapting the Belle Vue Recreation Ground template.  
DECISION: The Risk Assessment 2025-26 was approved, subject to refinement as 
detailed above. 
ACTION: Clerk to distribute final document to Councillors and upload to Parish Website. 
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11.  Asset Register 
Members noted that the document was detailed and thorough, following feedback from 
the previous year. Councillors expressed their thanks to Judith for the significant work 
undertaken to streamline and strengthen the process.  
DECISION: The Asset Register 2025-26 was approved with no further comments or 
questions. 

12.  Monthly monitoring report 
The Monthly monitoring report had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting.  
Having acknowledged the response from Alex Brewer MP to suggest that HCC will improve 
the road surface at Hatch Park, London Road (as mentioned in Item embers received an 
update on the condition of the footpath along the River Loddon. A recent meeting had 
taken place with the new manager of Bartons Mill, who is supportive of environmental 
improvements and keen to work in partnership with the Environment Agency and the 
Parish Council to address the deteriorating path. Concerns were raised about significant 
erosion, holes near the riverbank and the general safety of the route, particularly at night. 
Short-term measures such as cutting back vegetation were discussed, alongside the need 
for a longer-term joint solution. Councillors also noted ongoing issues with horses using the 
narrow section of the path and the impact of dogs accessing the riverbank. It was agreed 
that the Council would seek to influence any future design proposals, including dog access 
points, while continuing to work with partners to secure repairs. 

13.  Representatives Reports 
Members received brief representatives’ updates.  
The Neighbourhood Plan consultation is now live, with open days scheduled for 9 and 28 
February at Lychpit Hall; councillors volunteered to assist with attendance.  
The Council agreed to renew its £60 annual membership of the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) and SG was appointed as representative to monitor its work.  
A subsidence issue near Lychpit Centre Courtyard was raised, with the Clerk confirming it 
had been reported to the property manager and was being investigated.  
An update was also given on the Recreation Ground Strategy meeting arrangements.  
Finally, it was noted that the Parish Council’s Regulation 18 response to the Borough Local 
Plan had been submitted and acknowledged, with further progress expected ahead of 
Regulation 19. 

14.  Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday 3rd March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Parish 
Office 

 MEETING ENDED AT 8.29pm 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED:……………………………………………………..  DATED:……………………………………  
 


