
 
 
 

 

 
FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  1 JANUARY 2026 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Parish Office 
on Tuesday 6th January 2026 
Present: 

Phil Bean (PB) P Sarah Brown (SLB) P 
Stephen Brown (SB) P Charlie Butfoy (CB) P 
Murray Campbell (MC) – CHAIR P Roger Doust (RD) P 
Jordan Fox (JF) P Sheena Grassi (SG) NP 
Martin Keyte (MK) P Francesca Maritan-Hawkins (FMH) P 
Cathy Robinson (CR) P Kate Tuck (KT) P 

Present (P)   Not Present (NP)   Part Present (PP) 
Also Present: Kate Hope, Parish Clerk/RFO (Clerk) 

Judith Lillis, Finance Officer (FO) 
In attendance: Two members of the public (MoP) 

1.  Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from SG. 

2.  Declarations of Interests and Dispensations 
No declarations were received. 

3.  Public Participation 
Two members of the public attended the meeting, in relation to item 8.3.  The Chair brought 
this item forward to this point of the meeting, but minutes regarding the matter have been 
recorded under item 8.3. 

4.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
Members received minutes of the Full Parish Council meeting held on 2nd December 2025. 
DECISION: RESOLVED to accept the minutes as an accurate reflection of the events 
which took place at the Full Parish Council meeting held on 2nd December 2025. 

5.  County & Ward Councillors Updates 
KT reported that Crabtree Plantation works have begun. 
The Chair informed those present that County Councillor Elaine Still is in regular 
communication regarding any progress made on the Milkingpen Lane Footpath project 
(CIL funded). 

6.  Chair’s Report 
6.1 The Chair confirmed the date of the Parish Council’s Annual Strategy Day and the 

Annual Parish Meeting (30th April 2026) and asked Councillors to share any thoughts 
or suggestions for either event with the Parish Clerk over the next two weeks. 

6.2 It was reported that £684.00 was raised at the Christmas at the Rec event in 
December 2025 (with one further contribution yet to be received) and everyone 
agreed that the evening had been a great success, with special thanks to everyone 
who contributed towards the occasion. 

7.  Finances (Responsible Financial Officer) 
7.1 The payment & receipts schedule had been published and circulated in advance of 

the meeting.  The Finance Officer reported that income aligned closely with the 
budget and that expenditure was approximately £4000 under budget, with a 
significant invoice for heating repairs at Lychpit Hall still expected.  Overall, it was 
estimated that the accounts are in good order. 

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the payment and receipts schedule for 
December. 
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7.2 The bank reconciliations had been published and circulated in advance of the 
meeting.   

DECISION: RESOLVED unanimously to approve the bank reconciliation for December. 
7.3 The cashflow analysis report was circulated in advance of the meeting and its detail 

was noted. 

8.  Committees and Working Groups Reports 
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW WORKING GROUP (FMH) 
8.1 Members received an update on the Community Governance Review, noting that the 

request to amend the warding arrangements for Old Basing and Lychpit had been 
approved by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. The next stage will require a 
formal petition, and the Parish Council is awaiting confirmation from Electoral 
Services regarding the process and required thresholds, anticipated to be 10% of 
electors (approximately 700 residents).  
It was acknowledged that there is a period of significant public engagement over the 
first half of 2026. 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
8.2 Draft minutes of a meeting held on 17th December 2025 were received and noted. 
TENNIS CLUB FLOODLIGHT WORKING GROUP 
8.3 Two members of the public attended the meeting to request authorisation from the 

Council to commence minimal ground works associated with the approved planning 
permission for floodlight installation (22/01497/FUL), in advance of the completion of 
a Deed of Variation.   
PB reported on the work of the Floodlights Working Group following the Council’s 
decision in September to support Old Basing Tennis Club’s floodlighting proposal. The 
Working Group (PB (Chair), FMH, CB, MC and JF) met three times, with further email 
exchanges, to address concerns raised at Full Council and negotiate appropriate legal 
protections and community benefits. 
Members noted that planning permission expires on 8 February 2026 and that delays 
in completing the required Deed of Variation and Licence for Alteration — both to be 
funded by the Tennis Club — risk the permission lapsing. The Group therefore 
explored the minimum groundwork needed to lawfully preserve the permission while 
legal documents are finalised. 
The Chair outlined the negotiated position: the Deed of Variation will run to May 2049 
and include a 25% membership discount for parishioners; the Club will assume 
responsibility for fencing maintenance, all legal costs, and any additional grounds 
maintenance costs until March 2027, and will hold all floodlight‑related insurance. A 
lit public court will remain available for non‑members, with Club bookings limited to 
under 25% of total availability. Pay‑and‑play rates remain at £5 per hour. Revised 
floodlight usage hours reflect updated league requirements, with compliance records 
to be maintained by the Club. 
Members also noted agreements on column colour, exclusion of CCTV from this 
project, and the Club’s willingness to support future biodiversity measures. A further 
expression of public support had been received. 
Members went on to seek clarification on whether approving minimal groundwork 
would infer permission of full installation without further Council authorisation, the 
signing process for the required legal documents, and the respective purposes of the 
Deed of Variation and Licence for Alteration. Questions were raised regarding the 
precise location of the proposed floodlights, the extent to which the planning 
permission covered installation inside or outside the court fencing, and whether any 
legal or planning risks existed in allowing work to begin before the documents were 
finalised. Members also asked what constituted the “minimum” ground works, with 

https://planning.basingstoke.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
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confirmation that this involved only one foundation pit and a short cable trench, 
undertaken entirely at the Tennis Club’s risk. 
The Council agreed that the Tennis Club may undertake the minimum necessary 
groundwork to preserve the planning permission, subject to completion of the Deed 
of Variation and Licence for Alteration before any further works proceed.  

DECISION: RESOLVED to allow the minimal amount of work to be carried out (10 votes 
in favour and 1 vote against (KT)). 

9.  Monthly monitoring report 
The monthly monitoring report had been circulated to members, who briefly reviewed the 
outstanding matters, whilst recognising that the current issues being monitored were not 
direct responsibilities for the Parish Council to resolve. 

10.  Representatives Reports 
RD raised concerns about the accumulation of leaves and tree debris along footpaths, 
particularly in the Lychpit area, noting that material had been swept to the sides rather than 
removed and expressing fears that, if left to dry in hot weather, it could present a fire risk. 
Members discussed the issue, noting that leaf‑clearing schedules are managed by 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and are weather‑dependent. It was agreed that 
KT would raise the matter with the Borough Council and report back at the next meeting. 
RD was invited to raise the issue again in April if the situation had not improved. 

11.  Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Office 

 MEETING ENDED: 8.16PM 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED:……………………………………………………..  DATED:……………………………………  
 


