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FACILITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Meeting Date:    Tuesday 14th January 2025 
Location: The Parish Office, The Recreation Ground, Old Basing 
Time:      7.30pm 
Members Present:   Cllrs. R Doust, S Brown, P Bloyce, M Campbell, S Grassi, A 

Renwick, K Tuck 

Also Present:   Kate Hope (Parish Clerk), one member of the public 
 

Item No Item 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

No apologies were received for this meeting.  

2.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Facilities Management Committee held on 10th September 2024 
were agreed to be an accurate reflection of the events which took place. 

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillors Grassi and Doust declared an interest in item 8.2. 

4.  CHAIRMAN’S COMMUNICATIONS 

The Chairman had no matters to report. 

5.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

A member of the public attended the meeting and participated in item 8.1 – their 
contribution is recorded under that item. 

6.  MONTHLY MONITORING REPORT 

The monthly monitoring report was received and any points of note have been 
recorded in the attached report. 

7.  RECREATION GROUNDS 

The quarterly inspection reports from the Playground Inspection Company relating to 
the Recreation Ground and Belle Vue Play Areas were received and noted. 

8.  CLUBS & ORGANISATIONS 

8.1 An email from the Treasurer of the OBAGS Committee regarding the 
dissolution of the group was received.  
A representative explained that the OBAGS Committee had passed a 
resolution to dissolve due to declining numbers, changes in legislation 
(requiring peat-free compost to be used on allotments) and difficulties in 
securing competitive prices for products with the increase of online 
shopping.  Furthermore, they explained that the OBAGS buildings are in poor 
repair.  Steps have been taken to redistribute the remaining stocks (in 
exchange for donations which are being passed over to charity).  OBAGS 
intends to hand the keys to the buildings over to the Parish Council, along 
with any remaining funds, when the group’s Insurance policy expires at the 
end of January. 
The Chair thanked the OBAGS Committee for their valuable contribution and 
Councillors agreed that OBAGS members and committee would not be held 
liable for any issues which may arise as a result of the closure of OBAGS.  
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8.2 A request from the Old Basing & Lychpit Carnival Committee to consider 
allowing dogs on the Recreation Ground for the 2025 Carnival was discussed.  
Councillors discussed the benefits of introducing dogs to the Carnival – and 
recognised that such events can be enhanced by their presence – but given 
the difference between a rural field and a recreation ground, combined with 
the likelihood that not all dog owners are suitably responsible when clearing 
up after their pets, it was agreed that the potential negative impact of such 
permission outweighed the benefits of allowing dogs on the recreation 
ground and with regret, Councillors turned down the request. 

8.3 Cllr Campbell explained to the Committee that the Old Basing Tennis Club 
has approached him (as Chair of the Parish Council) to reopen discussions 
regarding the potential installation of floodlights around the tennis courts at 
Old Basing Recreation Ground.  He reminded those present that the Council 
has an obligation to listen to the Club representatives fairly.  The Tennis Club 
is likely to bring a new proposal to the Full Council in the next few months. 

9.  ALLOTMENTS 

An Allotment Status Report was received and noted.  Councillors acknowledged their 
full support of the Parish Officers, to whom they delegate day-to-day management of 
the Allotments Site in line with the current Allotment Rules. 

10.  LYCHPIT COMMUNITY HALL 

A report detailing quotes for a replacement defibrillator cabinet outside Lychpit 
Community Hall was received.  Councillors agreed to the replacement of the existing 
cabinet with ‘Option 1’ (Defibsafe 2 Secure Outdoor Defibrillator Cabinet with Lock), 
to be installed by a qualified electrician.   

11.  MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

11.1 Quotes for ‘making good’ redecoration works following recent heat pump 
installation and associated upgrades to radiators and pipework were 
received.  Councillors agreed the chosen supplier (CIL Funded). 

11.2 A quote from Larkstel Ltd to carry out non-urgent remedial work to Parish 
Council owned trees following a Tree Survey conducted in October 2024 
(urgent works already authorised at October 2024 meeting) was received.  
Councillors asked the Clerk to explore a phased approach to carrying out the 
works in order that the costs to be managed appropriately.  This will be 
presented at the next Committee meeting. 

11.3 Recent works done to crown lift and crown reduce a flowering cherry tree on 
land near Milkingpen Lane well were noted.  The tree is not owned by the 
Parish Council but having been planted by a resident some years ago, the 
Parish Council has historically undertaken remedial works to maintain the 
tree.  Cost to Parish Council of £485.00.  Councillors asked the Clerk to 
approach Hampshire County Council and investigate ownership and 
management of this piece of land for future clarification. 

11.4 Councillors retrospectively agreed to receive six trees from the Hampshire 
Forest Partnership (free of charge) and to the associated costs of planting and 
maintaining the trees (charged by Larkstel Ltd).  It was noted that this had 
already been covered at the Full Parish Council meeting in December 2024. 

11.5 Councillors noted that the Council’s BDBC Community Infrastructure Fund 
grant application was turned down in December 2024 and referred a further 
decision regarding funding a refurbishment of the public conveniences to the 
CIL Advisory Group. 
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 MEETING ENDED AT: 8.33pm 

  

 

 

SIGNED:……………………………………………………..   DATED:……………………………………… 

 


