ITEM 9.1
ALLOTMENT REPORT FOR FACILITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
5 OCTOBER 2022
Waste disposal costs have increased considerably over the past year, for example the cost of
disposing of a car tyre has increased from £10.00 to £30.00 per tyre.
The cost of clearing allotment plots is, in certain instances, now becoming unsustainable for the
Parish Council. Attached is an example of clearance costs for one plot and we are aware of at least
one other plot in a similar (if not worse) condition that is being given up from 1 October.
Several plots are currently awaiting clearance having been given up and there are some that, when
given up in the future, could be potentially very expensive to clear.
It is not possible to accurately determine the cost of clearance as this depends on what items are left
on the plot, whether it has been left untended for a long period of time and what condition some of
the more usable items (i.e. shed, greenhouse, water butt etc.) are in. The fairly extensive use of
membrane or carpet to suppress weeds is a particular problem to remove and dispose of and with
some very overgrown plots is not apparent until the area is strimmed.
A quote for clearing just one plot is attached as an example.
The Rules state that plot holders should remove excess items or deal with overgrown plots causing a
nuisance and if not done the Parish Council will do so and charge the full cost to the tenant/issue a
notice of termination.
In reality, this is not enforceable for various reasons, either the tenant is too elderly or infirm to do
the work or may not be able to afford the cost of clearance or, has passed away, or the outgoing
tenant claims that the items were already there when they took over. In two recent cases where
Notices to Quit have been issued due to plots being left untended, these have been ignored and the
Council has resumed possession of very overgrown plots.
The deposit (currently £75.00) is retained if necessary but in many instances plots now being given
up were taken on before a deposit was requested or when the deposit was considerably less.
A full review of how this is dealt with is needed and it is recommended that the Committee appoints
a working party to visit the allotments to see the problem for themselves and then consider the
following points, reporting back to the Committee at the first meeting in 2023:
1. How to deal with the immediate problem of clearing those plots currently vacant to enable them
to be re-let.
2. What condition a plot should be restored to prior to being re-let.
3. How to best communicate the problem to allotment holders.
4. Revisions to the Allotment Rules to clearly incorporate any changes.
5. How to enforce the rules for those plots already contravening the rules.
It is also recommended that two allotment holders (not on the Parish Council) should be invited to
join the Working Party to provide a fair representation of views.
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I have been asked by the clerk to quote for the clearance of a few allotment plots. We have
completed clearance this year already on a few plots that have been given up. Some just
require a few items removed and a strim. The problem then arises when there is a plot
holder that has been resident for several years with a large accumulation from raised beds
to old sheds and all sorts of rubbish as you can imagine.
Quotation for plot 44 that is requiring clearing now and the steps that need to be
completed:
12345678-

Strim down whole area
Remove all wooden rotten raised beds
Remove all carpet and chip board left on top of beds
Cut down and remove large self-seeded tree
Remove broken shed
Remove all bricks and broken paving stones
Take up all weed membrane that has loads of grasses and shrubs growing through
Remove the three 45-gallon drums

The waste removal cost for the skip £250
Green waste removal cost £100
Labour £400 (a day’s work for two employees)
Total cost £750 plus vat
The cost for this plot is high due to the amount of clearance and waste disposal required.
If you have any other questions please ask,
Kind regards
Steve Richardson
Managing Director

