
Old Basing resident, Katherine Antrobus (far left of the photo), and colleagues 
celebrating the end of their epic journey from the Canaries to Antigua.
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Unit 11, Folly Farm, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG26 5GJ

Telephone 01256 889766
email sales@oakleywindows.co.uk

www.oakleywindows.co.uk

Flush Sash Timber Look Windows
UPVC & Aluminium Windows
Composite Front Doors
UPVC Back Doors
Bifold Doors

Front doors just £1095.00 inc vat

Choose any 6 designs in any 6 colours-hundreds of 
other op�ons designed to your specifica�on

French Doors
Sliding Doors
Conservatories
Warm Roof Specialist
Garage Doors
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Contact us to make a booking!
07379 818282 | poshpaws@my.com
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Posh Paws
Grooming

At Posh Paws Grooming, you can leave your fur baby with 
me knowing that they will be treated with love and care!

Based in Old Basing, I have a fully equipped salon with 

plenty of o�-road parking.

City & Guilds Quali�ed to Level 4 and Fully Insured

Quali�ed in Canine First Aid and Canine Behaviour

Opening hours are: Monday to Friday, 9am – 5pm
Closed Bank Holidays

Serenity Systems Ltd
www.serenity-systems.co.uk
Domestic Electrician

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN?

   ◊ Free Quotation                   ◊ Electrical repairs and maintenance
   ◊ Electrical Installations                   ◊ Fuse board replacement/Upgrade
   ◊ Electrical Testing and Inspections ◊ Energy Savings
   ◊ CCTV Installation                   ◊ PAT Testing
   ◊ CAT5 & CAT6 network cabling         No job too big or small!

If you’re ever in need of an Electrician or even
have an emergency, please save these 
details below! 
07920521686 
kenneth.mason@serenity-systems.co.uk
or message me on my
O I - Serenity Systems Electrical Services

Here at Serenity Systems all work completed is finished 
to the highest standard and at a very reasonable cost. 
Based in Wokingham, 15 years’ experience
and approved & registered with the NICEIC.

Chairman’s Report - Spring 2024 4
Meeting & Party Venues in Old Basing & Lychpit  4
County Councillor Elaine Still - Spring 2024 6
A tribute to Don Grassi 6
Neighbourhood Plan - The Update 8
Parish Notes 10
Swifts: spectacular visitors 12
Friends Of St Mary’s Church 14
Old Basing WI Newsletter Spring 2024 16
Free energy efficiency surveys by the Green Team 17
Old Basing & Lychpit Environment Campaign 18
Water Vole Reintroduction Project 22
The Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival  24
Spring Maze 26
Letters from a Longbow Archer 28
The Village Café 30
Old Basing Infant School 32
What to do in the garden in March 34
The National Garden Scheme - In Hampshire 36
Old Basing Tennis Club awaits you  38
Old Basing Cricket Club Update 39

Please support local businesses 
A big thank you goes to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported this newsletter thereby enabling 
the Parish Council to produce this quarterly publication at 

no cost to our residents. 
However, the Parish Council makes no warranty in 

relation to the content of any advertisements placed in 
the newsletter and shall have no liability for any losses 

in relation thereto. Furthermore, the Parish Council 
makes no endorsements whatsoever with regard to any 

advertisements.
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Starting with some good news
The Local Plan Regulation 18 proposals were 
issued just prior to Christmas and Lodge Farm is 
not included as a preferred housing site. Details 
elsewhere in this issue.
Taking Responsibility 
As a community we all have a duty to behave 
responsibly for the good of all. Two examples 
where some fall short with their behaviour are –
•  Bad Parking: a constant menace which, despite 

everything, continues.
•  Thoughtless dog owners: see my report in our 

last Newsletter.
The Parish Council Recreation Ground is a 
marvellous amenity which is open to all residents 
and is treated with respect by most people. 
However, there are a few simple rules for your 
safety and enjoyment.
Firstly, dogs are not permitted on the recreation 
ground - Oliver’s Battery, where dogs are 
permitted, is just a few steps away. 

The front of the Recreation Ground is a general 
recreational area and we ask that this is not used 
for organised club training or matches such as 
football, whether for senior teams or children.  
Others use this area for picnics etc. so, for reasons 
of safety and to prevent conflict, please, no 
organised activities here without permission. 
Parish Council insurance may not cover 
unauthorised use of the ground for organised 
activities, so continuing to ignore this is not only 
irresponsible but puts yourself and others at risk.
More good news 
The Bolton Arms has reopened after a 14-month 
closure. This is a well-liked local pub, and we 
wish Andy, Ali and Sebastian every success. Pubs 
are under pressure as never before, so it is good 
the see the Bolton Arms buck the trend. The 
highly successful opening night was fantastic but 
remember, use it or lose it – local businesses need 
our support.
Cllr Peter Bloyce
Parish Chairman

Chairman’s Report - Spring 2024
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Lychpit Community Hall and Old Basing 
Pavilion Tea Room
Email deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
A calendar showing regular events and hall availability 
for parties can be found on the Parish Council’s website 
www.oldbasing.gov.uk
01256 462847

Old Basing Village Hall & Frank Goddard Room
If you would like to enquire further please contact the 
Booking Secretary, Heulwen Norfolk on 07544 289932 
or bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

The Beddington Centre
For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx.50.
Cat via email beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

Old Basing Cricket Club
Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 
people.John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Royal British Legion
Large fully-licensed function room with stage and 
dance floor, available for all types of gatherings such as 
weddings, funeral wakes, children’s parties or training 
sessions.  Maximum capacity 120. Also available are 
two board/meeting rooms each with tea and coffee 
making facilities and wifi. socialclubentertainments@
gmail.com or 01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Parish Meeting Room
Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is 
suitable for groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). 
Please note: limited parking.  
Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Basing House
Great Barn – Walled Garden – Courtyard – Learning/
Community Room. For more information please 
visit our website www.hampshireculture.org.uk/
basinghouseorg.uk Alternatively please contact us at 
Basing House on 01256 463965 during opening times.

Meeting & Party Venues in Old Basing & Lychpit 
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and 
weekend hire for all types of parties and meetings and other group events. 
For information or to enquire about availability please contact the individual 
venues as shown below.
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Terms and conditions: 1. Appointments subject to availability.  
2. Patients must be 18 years or over. 3. Subject to patient suitability.

Welcoming new
private patients
in Basingstoke*  

Bupa Dental Care is a trading name of Oasis Dental Care Limited. Registered in England 
and Wales, no: 00478127. 
Gloucester Road, Hambrook, Bristol, United Kingdom, BS16 1GW.

Wide range of treatments

Flexible appointment times

Payment options available

Call 01256 636 557
1-2 Linden Court, Linden Avenue,
Old Basing, RG24 7HS

 

* 

Or book online today

Hairdresser,
Loctician and
Trichologist

Celebrating diverse hair textures and
empowering clients to embrace and
love their unique identities
Styling & caring for all hair types,
but our specialty is:
Curly | Kinky/Coily hair | Mixed hair
(2A to 4C type hair). 
We love helping our curly hair
owners understand & love their hair.

01256 437500  
www.yourhairtalk.com

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW

Plumbing, Heating and Bathrooms
Repairs, Servicing and Installations

01256 805110
07572 986613 

info@rcplumbingandheating.co.uk
www.rhyderclashplumbingandheating.co.uk

Boiler servicing £60 inc VAT
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County Councillor Elaine Still - Spring 2024

Last month the Universal Services Select Committee 
scrutinised both the departmental budgets for next 
year and the proposals for a 20mph policy. 
Their comments about the latter were helpful 
and I was happy to agree to there being a self 
assessment process created to help communities 
decide whether an application to introduce a 
20mph limit would be right for their area, and also 
to ensure that we undertake a full review of the 
policy and its impact in a year’s time.
I therefore agreed to the policy, taking into account 
the comments from the Select Committee meeting.
The new policy confirms two things; firstly that 
we will continue to consider 20mph zones in areas 
where they are deemed appropriate and there is a 
proven safety need for them - outside of schools 
for example. 
More importantly the decision will introduce a 
policy which allows communities to request the 
introduction of 20mph zones in their own area. 
There will be a number of criteria any community 
led application will need to meet: 
Firstly, and most importantly, there must be 
clear evidence of community support. Too often 
we have seen the introduction of 20mph zones 
elsewhere in the country where there has been 
little support, resulting in conflict and division in 
communities. I am determined that should not 
happen in Hampshire.
Communities will need to fund the introduction 
of the schemes they request themselves. This 
should be possible through the use of Community 

Infrastructure Levy or other forms of developer 
contributions. You will no doubt have seen the 
posts elsewhere about the financial challenges 
facing the County Council. There is therefore no 
possibility of funding to help bring these schemes 
forward I’m afraid.
The introduction of 20mph zones would need to 
be accompanied by measures to reduce speed. 
The implementation of Speed Indicator Devices 
for example, those that show the speed a vehicle 
is going with a happy or angry face. The police 
have been clear that they do not have resources 
to enforce any new zones, so communities will 
need to find ways by which they can encourage 
compliance themselves.
There has been a vocal campaign by campaigners 
who want a blanket introduction of 20mph zones 
across the county, similar to that introduced 
recently in Wales. While I have sympathy with their 
argument, which highlights not only the safety 
benefits of lower speed limits, but also the impact on 
the environment and health budgets, for me there 
remain two issues impeding that consideration. 
The first is finance, such a move would cost £20 
million, that funding would need to come from 
highway repair budgets, reducing them by almost 
50% for a year. The second being public support, 
it is clear from Wales, from other parts of England 
and from my inbox that there is far from universal 
support for 20mph zones, consequently best that 
communities decide for themselves whether a 
zone is right for them.
Cllr Elaine Still

Highways Information - 20mph policy introduced by HCC.

Old Basing Village Hall is a registered charity 
which is run by volunteers for the good of the 
local community.
Don and his wife Sheila became involved with the 
village hall in 1977, becoming part of the steering 
group, and put a tremendous amount of effort 
into raising funds to build the hall. This eventually 
led to the hall being opened in 1982.  
Don was involved with other members of the 
committee in many aspects of the construction 
of the village hall including the wooden floor, 
which is still in use today, and constructing a steel 

walkway in the roof for maintenance access plus 
many and varied other projects over the years. 
Don provided an outstanding contribution to 
building and maintaining the hall over the last 40 
years. He was a great engineer and could always 
be called upon for sound advice and help when 
needed and he will be missed greatly by all on the 
committee and regular users of the hall.
Don was born and grew up in Old Basing and his 
many friends and family will miss his sense of 
humour and many anecdotes about village life in 
days gone past.

A tribute to Don Grassi – 
former chairman of Old Basing Village Hall
Don Grassi, who was involved in building and managing Old Basing Village Hall 
until recently, sadly passed away on 5th January 2024, aged 88 years.
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Established over 30 years

01256 880553
sales@mowmate.co.uk
Sherfield on Loddon
Garden Centre,
Wildmoor Lane,
Sherfield on Loddon,
Basingstoke
RG27 0HL

• WALK BEHIND MOWERS
• RIDE-ON MOWERS
• ROTAVATORS
• SCARIFIERS
• STRIMMERS & BRUSHCUTTERS
• HEDGETRIMMERS
• CHAINSAWS
• BLOWERS & VACUUM

• CHIPPERS & SHREDDERS
• TRAILERS
• LOG SPLITTERS
• RECONDITIONED STOCK
   FOR SALE
• HOVER MOWERS
• SPREADERS

www.mowmate.co.uk 

Professional Carpet Cleaning & Carpet
Repairs
01256 633 683
info@squeekyklean.co.uk
www.squeekyklean.co.uk 

• Stain Removal
•Cigarette/Animal Odour Neutralisation

• Stain Protection
•Burn Repairs, Animal Stain / Damage 

Repairs, Tears, Rips Repaired

{ ~ }

Local Family Business

The Monkey House Nursery School is a 
long established, reputable provider of 
childcare for pre school children from 2 years old. 
It has been offering a home from home for children 
since 1996. Enjoying a prominent position within the 
quiet rural village of Mapledurwell, conveniently 
situated just off the main A30 between Basingstoke 
and Hook.

- Highly qualified staff including a specialist Early 
Years Teacher

- An emotional-wellbeing aware setting
- Weekly sports lessons with a sports coach
- French and music taught by specialist teachers
- Lots of opportunities to cook in our large kitchen
- Dedicated technology/sensory room
- Lots of space indoors and out
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Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council

Neighbourhood Plan 

    Thank you to every household that responded
to the Questionnaire

With over 500 replying by the end of January, a high rate of return.

We have begun analysis which will take several weeks and will keep you
abreast of the results through the website and Newsletter.

Initial indications are that we have identified the issues that matter to Old Basing 
and Lychpit, and your views on them.

     Now Basingstoke has issued its draft Local Plan and the government has 
clarified some of its aims, we can work to ensure our Neighbourhood Plan is 

updated to maintain the landscape, environment and character we value so highly, 
and to help manage development, traffic problems and climate challenge.   
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basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport

SCRUM DOWN

Sponsored by The Hampshire Clinic’s Sports Medicine Service (01256) 357111

www.bmihealthcare.co.uk/hampshire

In association with Basingstoke RFC

Sep 13 – Gravesend 11, Basingstoke 6

Sep 20 – Basingstoke 45, Beckenham 20

Sep 27 – Old Colfeians 15, Basingstoke 44

Oct 4 – Basingstoke 21, Sidcup 11

Oct 11 – Tunbridge Wells 14, Basingstoke 31

Oct 25 – Basingstoke 24, Dover 13

Nov 1 – Cobham 15, Basingstoke 6

Nov 8 – Dorking 5, Basingstoke 5

Nov 15 – Basingstoke 29, Chobham 0

Nov 29 – Thanet Wand 0, Basingstoke 44

Dec 6 – Basingstoke 15, Maidstone 3

Jan 17 – Chobham 11, Basingstoke 25

Jan 24 – Basingstoke 27, Cobham 6

Jan 31 – Dover 20, Basingstoke 16

Feb 14 – Basingstoke 40, Tunbridge Wells 6

Feb 21 – Sidcup 0, Basingstoke 48

Feb 28 – Basingstoke 32, Dorking 30

Mar 7 – Basingstoke 29, Old Colfeians 8

Mar 14 – Beckenham 8, Basingstoke 20

Mar 28 – Basingstoke 21, Gravesend 12

Apr 4 – Maidstone 8, Basingstoke 61

Apr 18 – Basingstoke 62, Thanet Wanderers 0

basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport/rugby

BASINGSTOKE RFC London division two south results and fixtures 2008-09

BASINGSTOKE 62 POINTS,

THANET WANDERERS 0

BASINGSTOKE produced

a fine display to see off

the challenge of Thanet

as they breezed to the

London Two South title.

’Stoke ran in five tries in each

half, without conceding a single

point, to pick up the victory that

earned them the title, with Simon

Appleby, Paul Morris, Andrew

Fitchett and Jamie Fish all

crossing the line twice.

Struggling Thanet, who finished

the season third from bottom,

were never likely to challenge

high-flying Basingstoke at Down

Grange, where they maintained

their 100 per cent record for the

season, but ’Stoke took nothing for

granted and performed brilliantly

to secure the championship.

Appleby’s opening try after just

84 seconds certainly went a long

way to settling the nerves, the

flanker driving over from close

range after Thanet made a string

of mistakes in attempting to deal

with the initial kick-off.

Fitchett’s conversion put the

home side 7-0 up but it took

Basingstoke a while to add to their

lead as Thanet had a decent spell,

making some promising breaks

without threatening the line.

’Stoke got their second try after

19 minutes. Winger Glen Lewis

went on a trademark mazy run

and, while he was stopped just

short, Appleby was on hand to

pick up the loose ball and crash

over, Fitchett’s conversion making

it 14-0.
Thanet fly-half Tom Longdon

then missed a kickable penalty to

get his side on the scoreboard,

while Lewis was denied a try by

an knock-on, but Basingstoke

extended their advantage just after

the half-an-hour mark.

Winger Tom Gray broke from

halfway and, though he was

stopped just short of the line,

’Stoke scored a couple of phases

later, scrum-half Fish feeding fly-

half Morris for a simple score.

The conversion was missed but

Basingstoke added to their lead

with the try of the match four

minutes later. The backs showed

great hands to transfer the ball

from the left to the right side of

the pitch, setting Gray away. He

beat one man before offloading to

Morris, who ran in for his second,

which was converted to make the

score 26-0.

The final try of the half was

scored in time added on.

Longdon’s clearance kick found

Fitchett in the middle of the pitch

10 metres inside his own half and

the full-back embarked on a

brilliant run that saw him beat the

entire Thanet defence before

touching down in the corner.

That made the half-time score

31-0 and Basingstoke continued

to turn on the style in the early

part of the second half, enjoying

the moment.

Appleby felt he should have had

his hat-trick try in the early

stages, only to see his effort ruled

out by the touch judge, who

happened to be his father.

’Stoke were soon back to scoring

ways though, and flanker Dan

Rees got the first of three quick

tries, beating one man to run in

from the 22, though it did seem

that Mike Goodall may have been

obstructing the defence.

Fitchett was the next to score,

collecting a pass from fellow New

Zealander Morris before going

over untouched, while Fish then

stole from a five metre scrum

before diving over, the conversion

making it 50-0.

Despite the scoreline, Thanet

would not give up and they had a

period of sustained pressure on

the Basingstoke line but some

resolute defending kept them out.

With the game over as a contest

and both sides making numerous

replacements, the match petered

out somewhat, but there was still

time for two more ’Stoke tries.

The first came when Basingstoke

were awarded a penalty five

metres from the Thanet line. A

visiting player held on to Fish to

prevent him taking a quick tap

and, while it took him time to get

himself free, the scrum-half was

still able to tap the penalty and

find a gap under the posts.

Lewis got a well deserved try

with the final play of the game,

supporting Goodall when he made

a break before collecting the pass,

beating one man and holding off

another to score.

Basingstoke: Fitchett; Gray, Buckland,

Goodall, Lewis; Morris, Fish; Young, Folan,

Collins (rep Osborne 51min), Scott,

Chapman (rep Wilson 62min), Appleby,

Rees, Stirling (rep Williams 65min).

Thanet Wanderers: Capeling (rep King

62min); Ash, Macaulay, Case, Cooper;

Green (rep Sholi 57min), Wakefield, Teall,

Easter, Etheridge, Massey, Cox,

McLaughlin. Rep (not used): Finneran.

By John Boyman

e-mail: john.boyman@ bas-

ingstokegazette.co.uk

website: basingstokegazette. co.uk/ sport

LONDON TWO SOUTH

P W D L
F A Pts

Basingstoke
22 18 1 3 641 216 37

Dorking
22 16 3 3 772 266 35

Cobham
22 15 1 6 506 297 31

Gravesend
22 14 1 7 465 341 29

Dover
22 11 1 8 454 299 25

Chobham
22 11 3 10 443 379 23

Old Colfeians
22 9 2 11 345 377 20

Sidcup
22 9 1 12 344 437 19

Tunbridge Wells 22 7 2 13 355 528 16

Thanet
22 6 1 15 355 650 13

Beckenham
22 6 0 16 314 594 12

Maidstone
22 2 0 20 209 819 4

Champion! Basingstoke

clinch the title in style

ORDER ONLINE:

basingstokegazette.co.uk/photosales

� Andrew Fitchett

makes it to the

line for

Basingstoke, left,

after a long run.

Below: Neil Young

in action against

Thanet

Wanderers.

Pics by Ben

Stevens
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JONATHAN WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors
• Family run Funeral Directors with traditional high standards
• Providing a caring, dedicated and professional service 

24 hours a day, 365 days a year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our family caring for your family

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603 (24hrs)

and online at
basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport

1829  8/20/10  12:51 PM  Page 7

Mon-Fri
7.45am – 5pm

Fencing
Fitting Service
Free Estimates

Delivery Service Available

enquiries@bmfencing.co.uk Reading Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9DB

www.bmfencing.co.uk

Panels
Trellis

Concrete Post
Closeboard Panels

Sharp Sand
Building Sand

Ballast
Scalping

Reclaimed Sleepers
Softwood Sleepers

Oaks Sleepers
Decking

10mm Gravel
20mm Gravel

Decorative Stone

Rolawn Turf
Top Soil

Landscape Bark
Natural Sandstone

Paving Slabs
Block Paving
Grano Dust

01256 762739

Natural Sandstone 
Large Stocks on site

Display Area

The Secret Garden
12 Winchester Street, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7DY

Tel. 01256 329015  // www.thesecretgarden.uk.com
Opening times: Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm

Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council

Neighbourhood Plan 

    Thank you to every household that responded
to the Questionnaire

With over 500 replying by the end of January, a high rate of return.

We have begun analysis which will take several weeks and will keep you
abreast of the results through the website and Newsletter.

Initial indications are that we have identified the issues that matter to Old Basing 
and Lychpit, and your views on them.

     Now Basingstoke has issued its draft Local Plan and the government has 
clarified some of its aims, we can work to ensure our Neighbourhood Plan is 

updated to maintain the landscape, environment and character we value so highly, 
and to help manage development, traffic problems and climate challenge.   
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Sandra Tuck (Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Kate Hope (Deputy Clerk)
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 

Steve Brown
Chair, Facilities 
Management 

Lychpit 

Kate Tuck
Old Basing

Parish Council

Murray Campbell
Vice Chair PC & Chair 
Planning Old Basing

Alan Renwick
Old Basing

Peter Bloyce
Chair, 

Old Basing

Roger Doust
Vice-Chair, 

Facilities Management 
Lychpit

David Whiter
Old Basing

Francesca 
Maritan-Hawkins 

Old Basing

COUNCILLORS

PARISH OFFICE

Sheena Grassi
Lychpit

Mark Hermitage 
Old Basing

Charlie Butfoy
Vice-Chair, 
Planning 

Old Basing

Parish Notes
FIRSTLY, CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER 
We must offer huge congratulations to local 
resident, Katherine Antrobus and her two 
Vodafone colleagues in breaking the world record 
as the fastest group of three women to row from 
La Gomera in the Canaries to Antigua in a race 
known as “The World’s Toughest Row” – what an 
incredible achievement!  
Katherine and her colleagues raised money for WWF 
and UNHCF with donations being match-funded by 
the Vodafone Foundation. Our cover photo shows 
Katherine and colleagues arriving in Antigua.
We must also congratulate the Basinga on 
achieving Overall Fourth Place and Best Edited 
Magazine in the National Parish Magazine Awards. 
When you consider how many parish magazines 
are published, this is a great achievement.

CHRISTMAS AT THE REC
And now to thank all those that came together 
to make the first CHRISTMAS AT THE REC such a 
success. Admitedly we were very lucky with the 
weather which, although very cold, was at least dry!
Our Master of Ceremonies, Johnny Hammond, 
provided the sound system, and put together 
a selection of Carols; our grounds contractors, 
Larkstel, headed by Stephen Richardson ensured 
that the grounds were lit with thousands of fairy 
lights, and a team of ladies from the Village 
Café provided a wonderful selection of bakes to 
compliment the mulled wine and hot chocolate 
provided by the Parish Council. 
Lastly our thanks must also go to Hampshire 
County Councillor, Elaine Still, for a generous grant 
towards costs involved in putting on the event, 
enabling us to also offer funding towards the Lychpit 
Community Christmas event earlier in the month. It 
is likely both events will go ahead this year with 
the CHRISTMAS AT THE REC event again taking 
place on the last Friday before Christmas – 20th 
December – so for those who missed it in 2023, 
put the date in your diary now.
WORKSHOP BREAK-IN
On a more sober note, the workshop at the 
recreation ground was broken into – yet again 
– in January. The usual items were targeted 
(strimmers, hedge-cutters etc.) and, unable to 
penetrate the doors the thieves this time smashed 
a hole through the wall at the rear of the building! 
Police and our security company were on site in 
less than 8 minutes of the alarm activating but 
those responsible had disappeared.Just before 
Christmas we had installed an automatic security 
gate at the entrance to the recreation ground but 
for some reason on that particular night it does not 
appear to have been working. 

We do have good CCTV images of those 
responsible and these have been passed on to 
the police to enable them to build up a profile of 
these incidents (we are not the only target) and, 
hopefully, eventually catch them.
ALLOTMENTS
During the winter Larkstel carried out a huge 
amount of clearance work at the allotments 
including removal of very old trees following 
storm damage and clearance of several larger 
plots that had been given up. This has meant we 
have been able to clear our wait-list and now have 
plots available if anyone is thinking about taking 
on an allotment. Spring is the ideal time of year to 
start and the plots will have been strimmed ready 
for someone to take over and start planting. If 
you are interested, please contact Kate Hope, our 
Deputy Clerk, on: deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
FINALLY, A “FAREWELL”
After almost 12 years of taking care of the Parish 
Council’s finances our Finance Officer will be 
leaving at the end of May. Advance notice of this 
part-time contractor role was in the February 
edition of the Basinga when we invited interested 
applicants to contact the Clerk. We are now 
ready to actively start the recruitment process 
and if you have a good knowledge of Accounts 
(preferably Sage) and Excel spreadsheets and think 
this may suit you, please contact the Clerk at: 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
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FIVE-STAR TREE SURGERY 
BUSINESS 

AXE & SON
P r e s t i g e | Tr e e s | H e d g e s
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The skies of our parishes are now quiet. Nearly all the Swifts that hurtle 
overhead in groups in early summer, thrilling and exhilarating us with their 
speed and screams, leave the UK in early August.   
It will be early May before they return here to 
breed. For the rest of the year, they are in Central 
and Southern parts of Africa.
Swifts are supreme flyers. They are perfectly 
adapted to a life spent almost entirely in the air.   
They sleep, feed and mate on the wing. They only 
land to breed. When a Swift chick leaves its nest, it 
will spend the next three to four years in constant 
flight. Swifts do not land on the ground or perch 
on buildings, trees or telephone cables. They have 
short legs and small feet with very sharp claws that 
are perfect for clinging to vertical surfaces, but 
unsuitable for perching.     
Radar tracking has shown that at night, swifts 
routinely fly as high as 10,000 feet. By the early 
hours they will have drifted down to near 
the ground and then have to fly up to 
altitude again. They can navigate through 
different wind speeds while sleeping, 
making automatic adjustments to their flight 
to avoid drifting from their desired course.
Swifts eat flying insects, such as 
aphids, mosquitos, small beetles, flies and 
tiny spiders floating on the air. These insects are 
most numerous between May and August. That 
determines how long Swifts can spend in the UK 
during their breeding season as they need huge 
numbers of these insects to feed their chicks. Unlike 
Swallows and House Martins that can have two or 
three broods of chicks during the summer, Swifts 
have just a single brood of usually two young.
2000 years ago, Swifts nested in holes in trees or 
in crevices in cliffs. Now that is very rare. Swifts 
have become entirely dependent on buildings for 
their nest sites. They look for small gaps or holes 
high up in buildings where they can access a flat 
space to nest, such as under tiles, in gaps under 
the eaves or under soffits. The nest is invisible 
from outside. Modern building techniques mean 
that houses built in the last 30+ years or so very 
rarely have any gaps or holes, so most Swift nest 
sites are in older buildings. Thousands of Swift 
nest sites are lost each year when buildings are 
demolished, re-roofed or renovated, or when 
plastic soffits and fascias are installed to replace 
the original timber that would shrink or rot over 
time.

Swifts are faithful to their nest site, so once a pair 
find a site, they will return to it year after year. 
If they return and find their nest site has been 
destroyed or is no longer accessible, they may not 
breed that year unless a new nest site is easily 
available nearby.   
Swifts are in deep trouble. They are undergoing a 
catastrophic decline. In 27 years from 1994 their 
population had declined by 62% in the UK as a 
whole and by 70% in the South East, including 
Hampshire. Loss of nest sites is the overwhelming 
major factor. House Sparrows and Starlings are 
also experiencing steep declines in numbers. They 
too rely on buildings for places to nest.  
Preserving existing nest sites and providing new 
nest sites is crucial to reverse the decline of Swifts 
in the UK. Thousands of new nest sites are needed 
each year to halt the decline. Hampshire Swifts is 

a charity set up in 2016 with the aim of stopping 
the downward trend of this special bird and 
increasing their numbers. We give free advice 
on all matters related to Swifts. We supply 
and install swift boxes - £40 for a single 
box, £75 for a double box. We also advise 
on creating permanent homes for Swifts 
using Swift bricks. We work to persuade local 

councils and developers to help Swifts by 
installing Swift bricks in new buildings.   
How can you help Swifts? Preserve existing 
nest sites, put up nest boxes, encourage your 
neighbours to put up nest boxes, record where 
they are nesting on the Hampshire Swifts survey 
website 
www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/swift-survey, 
and write to your local councillors about the 
importance of making the installation of Swift 
bricks in new developments a condition of 
planning approval.   
Swifts are amazing and beautiful birds. The sound 
and sight of them racing, screaming over our 
rooftops is exhilarating and an essential part of 
summer. Let’s make sure that continues. 
Tim Norriss, Trustee of Hampshire Swifts  
Our web site is www.hampshireswifts.co.uk
For advice or if you’re interested in having swift 
boxes on your house, email us on 
info@hampshireswifts.co.uk

Swifts: spectacular visitors to our parishes that 
need our help
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Groceries – Quality Fresh Produce – Snack Foods – Soft Drinks
Tobacco Products – Toiletries – Newspapers – Magazines

We also deliver
 newspapers to your home 
with our daily paper round

T: 01256 464020
E: oldbasingshop@gmail.com 

X @Oldbasingvillageshop 
01256 819785 • 07970 454226

discount
for OAPs

10%

20 years of experience

FREE ESTIMATES

The Viables Craft Centre, 16 The Harrow Way, Basingstoke RG22 4BJ

www.jeanettesengraving.co.uk

01256 474009
sales@jeanettesengravers.co.uk

01256 474617 | 07836 375133 
tonygawn@dlpassociates.co.uk 

• New Build
• Passivhaus 
 Builders
•  Extensions
•  Alterations & 
 Conversions
•  Orangeries

• All Work 
 Guaranteed
•  Plans Drawn 
 and Submitted
• Free Estimates
• Professional 
 and Reliable
 Service

Local Builders, Established in 1988
Quote us “Old Basing 31” when you contact us!

Plumbing & Heating 

Your local Overton plumber 

“For all your plumbing needs”

Stickland

07919 917009
info@sticklandplumbing.co.uk
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The Friends of the Parish Church of St. Mary’s, Old Basing and Lychpit 
Charity 10512020 was set up in 1995 to ‘beautify and assist in the 
maintenance of the fabric of the Parish Church of St. Mary’s, Old Basing in 
the Diocese of Winchester. 
Membership is open to all who are interested 
in furthering the work of the Friends and who 
have paid the annual subscription as laid down 
by the Executive Committee (Currently £10 pa; 
Family £15 pa, Life Membership £150; Joint Life 
Membership £200). You do not need to be a 
member of the church congregation but to care 
about the preservation of this historic building. As 
our current Chairman, Ian Kershaw, told a meeting 
of those interested in December 2023, the day 
to day running expenses of the church (lighting, 
heating etc.) total approximately £10,000 p.a. 
Recent work on drainage cost £2,933.11 which 
the Friends provided. We are shortly due for the 
next five-yearly inspection of the church fabric 
which will be much more costly. Our last major 
contribution was for £80,000. 
Our current funds are £86,000.
Saturday November 25th 2023 saw the return of 
the F.O.S.M. Pantomime after an extended break 
during the Covid pandemic. The script was written 
by Rowena Hackett, Rosemary Kershaw and Tim 
Shaw and the profit from the production will go 
towards the maintenance of St. Mary’s church. 
The Tail of Dick Whittington
Wandering Minstrel, Steve Donnelly, welcomed 
us, then Narrator, Joan Cole, told the tale. 
Appropriate music, from cries of Old London to 
sea shanties, from Music Director (Stuart Hicken) 
and the Basing Singers accompanied the events.  

Dick Whittington (Kerry-Ann Chamberlain) left 
Old Basing for London where his opposition to 
the crooked Lord Mayor (Alan Turton) impressed  
Fitzwarren (Nick Harris), a wealthy merchant and 
his wife (Kate O’Neill), and he joined his household. 
Fitzwarren’s business, the Crispy Crust Café run 
by Mme Cholet (Ian May-Miller) and Sous Chef 
Susie (Kate Medhurst) and impeded by Idle Jack 
(Ali Smee). The Mayor’s officials Dot It (Katie 
Heydon) and Cross It (Fiona Wright) threatened 
the café with closure and Dick befriended Tabby 
(Susan Webb) leader of some delightful street cats 
(Charlie O’Neill, Jess Croxon and Lottie Jarrett). 
He soon fell in love with Fitzwarren’s daughter, 
Alice (Harriet Brannam). But King Rat (Tim Shaw), 
the corrupt Mayor’s henchman, framed Dick, who 
was exiled. After many adventures at sea, and an 
encounter with desperate pirates, captained by 
Steve Donnelly (in another hat), Dick was wrecked 
on the Isle of Wight, suffering at that time from 
a plague of rats (mischievously played by Evelyn 
Hilton, Scarlett Hanvey Meyer, Poppy Ramsden, 
Millie Rudman and Ellie Taylor under evil King Rat). 
Dick and Tabby eliminated those rats and, rewarded 
with riches, returned to London where King Rat’s 
lies were exposed, the Mayor thrown out and Dick 
became Lord Mayor and married Alice. 
We are delighted to say that three new volunteers 
have joined our committee and we are busily 
engaged in devising a programme of fund-raising 
events to ready us to respond to any request 
arising from the Quinquennial Inspection. So keep 
an eye out for posters advertising these events, 
book your tickets and bring your friends, and 
if you would like to join the Friends, go to our 
website: 
www.friendsofstmaryschurcholdbasing.org
Look for us on Facebook as well.
Jane Whiter

Friends Of St Mary’s Church
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8 Swan Street
Kingsclere

Newbury RG20 5PJ
Tel: 01635 299900

4 Elmwood Parade
Basingstoke RG23 8LL

Tel: 01256 476366

21a High Street
Overton

Hampshire RG25 3HB
Tel: 01256 771510

A family run funeral directors providing a personal, 
caring and attentive service. 

All types of funerals arranged including direct 
cremation and eco-friendly burials.
Funeral finance can be arranged.

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Independent Funeral Directors &
Memorial Consultants 

01256 357923

CROOMBS 
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

Installations, repairs and maintenance to
industrial, commercial and domestic premises

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE www.croombs.co.uk

Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control

Portable Appliance Testing

All Aspects of Gas, Plumbing & Heating

Kitchen & Bathroom Installations

Solar & Air Source Heat Pumps

info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk
www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

32 Oakley Lane, Oakley, Basingstoke,  Hants RG23 7JY

Established 1971

01256 782410

Bosch Group

Accredited Installer
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Old Basing WI has been running for 105 years this year, and 
currently has over 40 Members from Old Basing and Lychpit, 
the surrounding villages and beyond.  
We provide a selection of speakers throughout the 
year at our monthly meetings as well as taking 
part in community activities, social activities, 
quizzes, coffee mornings, lunches and evening 
meals, trips and craft sessions. 
15 Members visited the Houses of Parliament for a 
guided tour at the end of last year as guests of our 
M.P. We particularly asked to see the mural fresco 
by Charles West Cope in the Peers Corridor in the 
Palace of Westminster, and our guide duly obliged, 
providing us with detailed knowledge and facts 
relating to the history of the building. We caught 
a glimpse of Michael Portillo as we walked round 
and some Members were able to witness Lord 
Cameron’s maiden speech in the House of Lords.  
The photo of us all even featured on the front 
cover of the Hampshire Federation WI magazine!

Our participation in the Basing House Christmas 
fair the following week was most successful and 
we thank both our keen makers and bakers for 
their contributions and help, and to Basing House 
for letting us participate in the event.  

We then turned our 
attentions to supporting St 
Mary’s for their Christmas 
Tree festival, again with 
great support from our 
Members, in making and 
decorating our tree.
The committee has also 
been planning for 2024; 
a year in which we will 
be celebrating our 105th 
birthday. We have a party 
taking place in March 

attended by the Mayor of Basingstoke and with 
musical entertainment provided by the Belle 
Canto Trio. We are proud to be one of the oldest 
WI’s in the County, being founded less than a 
year after the Hampshire Federation of Women’s 
Institutes were formed in May 1918.
In late January, 26 of our Members enjoyed a 
lovely evening meal at Barton’s Mill where we 
were all extremely well looked after by the staff. 
It was nice to get out and socialise over great food 
and a drink as the dark month of January drew to 
a close.

In late Spring we are planning an educational 
trip to Jordan’s Flour Mill in Bedfordshire to find 
out how the famous cereal is produced and the 
committee has many other ideas in the pipeline 
for later in the year.  
The Wi Committee will be changing at our General 
Meeting to be held in May, with some members 
of the committee standing down after a good 
number of years in the role, for which we thank 
them. The new committee will pick up the reins 
of a well-oiled machine and they look forward 
to leading the Old Basing WI onward towards our 
200th anniversary!
We meet on the first Tuesday of every month 
at the Parish Rooms at St Mary’s, The Street, 
Old Basing and welcome new Members. If you 
would like to know more then please contact our 
President at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

Old Basing WI Newsletter Spring 2024

Houses of Parliament Barton’s Mill (Debbie Hastings)

Basing House 
(Linda Frawley)
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Certified

I tend to think that my house is fairly well insulated with double glazing and 
fairly thick fibreglass in the loft but when I found out about the Green Team, 
I thought it was certainly worth getting a second opinion. 
Shortly after contacting them by email, I was able 
to book an afternoon slot which they tightened up 
in a subsequent ‘phone call.
On the day of the appointment, Beth, the 
surveyor, contacted me by phone to confirm again 
half an hour before she was due to arrive. She 
first asked a series of question about when the 
house was built, standards of insulation etc and 
then used a thermal camera to check that the 
radiators were functioning correctly. She also took 
measurements of the window sizes and visually 
checked the boiler. What she wasn’t allowed to do 
was to check the loft insulation by using a ladder.
A couple of days later, I received my report by 
email, complete with an energy efficiency report. 
The email gives straight forward suggestions 
about how to improve things to prevent energy 
loss and offers a follow up service to discuss 
things further. 

Basingstoke and Deane Council don’t change for 
this service and they can’t recommend particular 
contractors for improvements though they can 
give contact details. Altogether, a useful service 
pleasantly carried out, especially since it’s free, 
which could help you save money if you follow up 
on recommendations. I think that my next major 
step will be looking at solar cells and possibly a 
storage battery.
You can get in touch with the Green Team through 
a form on Basingstoke & Deane Council’s website. 
Just search for “The Green Team”. The team 
are also attending centres in the area to talk 
informally about what they do and you can find 
details of these on the same webpage.

Basingstoke and Deane free energy efficiency 
surveys by the Green Team
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In December 2023 we received details of  the 
draft Local Plan Update from the Borough 
Council. Happily, Lodge Farm (OLD002) 
and Hodds Farm (OLD007) were not listed 
in the allocated sites and the Cabinet meeting 
of  B&DBC on 9th January 2024 ratified that 
position. So these two sites have been removed 
from the Local Plan Update. The Site Selection 
report gave the following conclusions as to why 
this is the case:
Lodge Farm: Conclusion: The site is quite 
constrained and whilst some of  the constraints 
may be addressed by combining the development 
of  this site with OLD001 (East of  Basingstoke) 
and through mitigation, there remains a number 
of  constraints particularly due to the site’s 
proximity to the river Loddon, the sewage 
treatment works and heritage assets. Therefore, 
this site is not proposed for allocation.’
Hodds Farm: Conclusion: The site was 
initially considered as a shortlisted site for 
potential allocation. However, as was flagged 
at that stage, the site is considered to have a 
number of  notable constraints and was one of  
the most constrained sites that was shortlisted 
for further consideration. While the highlighted 
constraints may be able to be mitigated to some 
extent this has not been established at this stage, 
and given that there are other more suitable 
sites, it is not proposed for allocation.

The Local Plan Update lists the Land East of  
Basingstoke (was OLD001 - now SPS5.6) as a 
development site remaining inside our Parish 
boundary. (This site is part of  the Local Plan 
agreed previously in 2016.) Originally, the 
housing number was 450 but Hampshire County 
Council wants to bring forward a further 450 
houses, thus making the housing number 900.
Regarding OBLEC and Parish Council activity 
in 2023, it is worth noting that, in a note to 
Parish Clerks on 18th December, the Borough 
Council stated: ‘The Spatial Strategy - the 
Council has listened to the comments made 
at the Economic, Planning and Housing 
Committee (EPH) meeting in September and 
has removed three of  the sites from the Spatial 
Strategy: Lodge Farm, the land west of  Upper 
Cufaude Farm and Skates Lane. The former 
Portals site in Overton has been included as a 
proposed allocation and the number of  new 
homes in the town centre has increased.’
Alastair Rudman, Nick Harris and I each 
addressed the EPH Committee meeting at 
B&DBC on 7th September 2023. We were 
listened to then. The views we expressed 
were also listened to again, when Borough 
Councillors Paul Harvey and Andy Konieczko 
visited the Parish Council on 31st October 2023.

Old Basing & Lychpit Environment Campaign
Good News! 
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May we express our grateful thanks to all those 
supporters who turned out for the OBLEC 
demonstration outside the Borough Council 
offices on 7th September.  
LOCAL PLAN UPDATE
Both the Parish Council and OBLEC made 
representations on the Local Plan Update to 
the Borough Council in February under what is 
known as Regulation 18.
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/
doclib/4126.pdf
NEXT STEPS
We have to accept that some houses are likely 
to be built on the Land East of  Basingstoke 
site. However, we shall continue to represent 
grave concerns about several matters: The 
issues of  odour from the Sewage Treatment 
Works, noise from the incinerator, heritage, 
valued biodiversity and flood risk (Flood Zones 
2 and 3a). Having built the facilities away from 
housing it cannot make sense to bring as many 
as 900 homes near to the facilities now. 

The Regulation 18 public consultation on the 
Local Plan Update ended on 4th March and 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council will now 
be looking at all the representations received.  
What comes next is the publication of  the 
Submission Draft Local Plan (Regulation 19) 
during the Winter of  2024/2025. This involves 
the publication of  the Plan in a form which 
the Borough Council believes to be sound and 
which it intends to submit for examination. 
* This stage includes a further six week consultation 
period; comments made then must specifically relate to the 
legal compliance and soundness of  the Plan.
Alan Renwick
For the OBLEC Committee
* Eventually to the Secretary of  State in what is known 
as Regulation 22.
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f FOREMOST
TREE SURGEONS

PRIVATE & DOMESTIC ENQUIRIES
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 

COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, 

Council Approved.

OTHER SERVICES

Technical Plans, Logs and Chippings Supplied.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. £10 MILLION COVER

NCH, ARB & NPTC TRAINED STAFF

CALL TODAY ON 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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We are a small family run business with over 35 
years’ experience in the Chimney Sweeping industry.
Ian Gay Chimney Sweeping Service officially 
welcomed their son, Sam, into the business in 
November 2021 crea�ng:
Ian Gay & Son Chimney Sweeps

Ian & Wendy, having moved to Hampshire 7 years 
ago, are now building a business at this end of the 
M3, whilst Sam & his wife Mel con�nue on with our 
well-established business in Surrey/Middlesex & 
London. 

We are members of The Na�onal Associa�on of 
Chimney Sweeps. 

As a minimum, NACS recommended that you have 
your chimney swept annually.

We use either a tradi�onal brush or rotary sweeping 
technique to sweep the chimney. A check is then 
carried out to establish the draw on the flue.

Any pots and cowls are inspected from ground level 
and where appropriate, the use of our drone to 
ensure that current regula�ons are being met.
Finally, a cer�ficate of sweeping is issued.

When Sam joined the business, 
he trained & became HETAS 
registered to become 
qualified to install liners and 
solid fuel burning stoves, 
adding another string to our 
company bow.

Get your chimney swept at the end of the burning 
season, rather than at the beginning. We have a 
much wider range of appointments available & can 
usually be with you in a couple of days.

Book an appointment to be carried out by August 
23rd quote AUG24 for a £5 discount.

SOLID FUEL STOVES & LINERS FITTED
01256 398 887 | INFO@IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK

IAN GAY & SON CHIMNEY SWEEPS
GREAT CARE TAKEN – PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE – CALL FOR ADVICE

lan Gay & Son Chimney Sweeps LLP, Registered Office Address: The Annex, 143-145 Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3QN
Registered in England & Wales, OC443145 VAT No. 434 9633 75

Some of our reviews:

Timeliness, Quality, Customer Service
Very polite and professional. Highly recommended.
They also send an annual reminder which is very helpful!

“ “

Timeliness, Quality
Professional in every respect

“ “
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Local enthusiasts have joined forces to create Biodiversity groups in the 
Parish, primarily to find and report on as many reasons why development 
should not occur here on greenfield sites. 
At the same time, we are helping to protect areas 
of specific interest and value, and to encourage 
wildlife to thrive. 
One such effort is that nature lovers and walkers 
around Old Basing from say, around 20 years 
or more ago, would surely remember seeing 
Water Voles paddling across the Loddon or will 
have ‘ahhhd’ at a little flotilla of baby ducks or 
Moorhens dabbling in the weeds. We would like to 
try and make these days return.
Sadly, these sights are all too rare nowadays, and 
although waterfowl chicks are seen in Spring, 
invariably most of these fluffy babies don’t make 
it to maturity. The main reason is predation and 
whilst this unfortunate end is a natural occurrence 
in nature, in the case of ‘our river’ its because of 
the unnatural presence of American Mink. For 
those unfamiliar as to how this creature came 
about locally, thousands of animals were illegally 
released by Animal Welfare groups across the 
UK decades ago who were protesting about the 
animals being raised for their fur. It does seem 
quite alien now that that is what ‘we’ used to 
do as a trade but the resultant chaos that these 
released killers has caused, is far worse than the 
fate they would have met in captivity.
If that sounds a contradiction, then you should 
read on. Whilst Mink have wiped out huge 
numbers of indigenous water dwellers and on 
the face of it seem to be thriving, the truth is 
that many struggle to exist and only relatively 
small numbers live into maturity. Their in-bred 
part domestication does not lend itself to do 
well in a wild environment, leading to suffering 
in many ways including disease or a slow death 
by starvation. Having said that, enough Mink do 
manage and then breed which starts the whole 
cycle again of hungry predators eating anything 
that moves.
Thus, enthusiasts around the country have set 
up groups to tackle the Mink that do survive by 
way of monitoring areas for their presence and 
to ultimately trap and humanely destroy them. 
Thanks to a residue of funds within the SOLVE 
organisation, a grant has been made to the 
Loddon Valley Biodiversity group to purchase 
three ‘Smart’ traps enabling a programme of 
capture to begin. The Smart system provides 
a phone app which notifies users of a ‘sprung 
trap’ which mean that animals are dealt with 
promptly and saves the need for daily inspections. 

Furthermore, the source of the equipment, a 
charity called the WATER RECOVERY TRUST, 
require us to freeze animals caught and to send 
to them for research. This way, facets such as 
age, gender, health condition and their DNA can 
be checked and used to map what is happening 
across the country.
Clearly, this programme will take at least 2 years 
to fulfil to be sure that no Mink remain and after 
that, Hampshire Wildlife as one example, can 
assist us with a plan to reintroduce Water Voles in 
selected areas of the Loddon.
This would be a major victory for Hampshire, 
a county which has been hit hard by the Mink 
invasion but with great progress already seen in 
the Home Counties and East Anglia especially, we 
know that our hard work can pay off.
Finally, we could really do with YOUR help. Over 
the years there have been many Mink sightings, 
especially in the vicinity around the Viaduct 
footpath of Paddockfields and Riverside Gardens 
but what we could really do with now is up-to 
date information.
So, if YOU see a Mink or think you’ve evidence 
that they are around, please do contact me on the 
number or email below, as this could be invaluable 
in the relocation of a trap closer to that area and 
the eventual quicker eradication of this invading 
villain! 
by Rick Bourne
Loddon Valley Biodiversity Group
07900 648675
rickbourne@yahoo.com

Water Vole Reintroduction Project
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From the Quarry to the Churchyard, we help you
plan and create the perfect Memorial for your
loved one. We opened our doors in 1987 and our
family have been serving the local community ever
since, we strive to provide the smoothest, stress-
free service in this most difficult time for you. 
 
On Grove Farm in Crookham Village we have our
Workshop and Office which our clients are always
welcome to visit, view materials, samples of
lettering and shapes and sizes of memorials. We
also have a high street branch located on Wote
Street in Basingstoke which has plenty to view too.
Each of our Clients gets a 1-1 appointment with one
of our specialists who will be able to answer any
questions you may have.
 
All materials we use are of the highest quality,
sourced from all different countries around the
world, whether its Granite quarried from the heart
on Cornwall or Marble quarried from the
Mountains of Carrara in Italy. We take such pride in
supplying the highest standard of material
possible.
 

We have an incredibly talented team which can
carve any design, motif, or heraldry within reason. All
designs are hand-finished, we take great pride in
each and every one we create.
 
We also provide renovation services, repairing, re-
painting, cleaning and much more, so if your loved
ones memorial is in need of a freshen up.
Furthermore, we have our very own Maintenance
Service which involves visiting your loved ones
Memorial twice a year to provide a professional
clean so that when you visit, the Memorial will be
looking its best, if this interests you contact one of
our specialists today.
 
Traditional masonry techniques are still used at
Haven Memorials, all our Monuments are installed
by hand by our very own team into the Cemetery or
Churchyard to assure a professionally completed
product. All of our installation team are registered
qualified memorial fixers who have accomplished
full training through the British governing body. 
 
If you require a helping hand while you are looking
for a Memorial, look no further than Haven
Memorials. Contact and make an appointment with
one of our Memorial Specialists today.
 

Fleet

 

Unit 12, Barn Workshops, Grove Farm,
Crookham Village, GU51 5RX

01252 811691

Basingstoke
6 Wote Street, RG21 7NW

01256 811829
admin@havenstone.co.uk
www.havenmemorials.co.uk
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The Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival is the much celebrated traditional event 
at the centre of our Parish’s summer activities. 
In 2023 we celebrated its 50th anniversary, and 
brought together many of the active groups that 
support and do so much in the local community to 
revel in a fun-filled summer festival and celebrate 
with residents of all ages from the very young to 
the much older, young at heart.
With tightening finance for everybody, this 
year’s Carnival committee is focused on 
bringing the community together with a cost-
effective event delivering traditional games, 
fun activities, historical displays and interactive 
sports workshops along with a range of food and 
beverage-based offerings. We all need to work 
together to keep these important traditions from 
fading away. 
Keeping sport and outdoor activities at the 
forefront, this year’s Carnival’s goal is to introduce 
attendees to new activities and help you to meet 
the many of the support groups that are available 
to you in the Parish.
The Carnival suffered a hiatus following the 
Covid-19 outbreak and subsequent lockdowns 
during which a number of long-standing 
committee members decided not to continue. 
Bringing it back to life was quite a challenge and 
an attempt in 2022 had to be abandoned. After a 
herculean effort, the 2023 team finally managed 
to re-start the event and pulled off one of the 
most successful Carnivals for many years. 
This year’s Carnival committee sees a majority of 
new faces and, after a delayed start to planning 
activities, the committee reformed under a new 
Chairman and an enthusiastic team consisting 
of existing and new members. Building on the 
efforts of our 2023 predecessors the 2024 team 
are equally as determined to deliver a successful 
Carnival this year.

More volunteers are needed on the day and on the 
committee to help with the many tasks organising 
an event like the Carnival entails, so if you can 
spare some time and would like to get involved 
please contact us. Volunteering is a great way 
to give back to a cause you care about, while 
also gaining valuable experience and personal 
satisfaction. You can choose from a variety of 
roles and activities, such as planning, fundraising, 
administration, mentoring, tutoring, campaigning, 
and more. 
Do you want to make a difference in your 
community? Do you have some spare time and 
skills to share? Do you enjoy meeting new people 
and learning new things? If you answered yes 
to any of these questions, then you might be 
interested in joining the great team organising 
the Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival 2024. Drop an 
email to oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com or reach 
out through our Facebook page 
#Old Basing & Lychpit Carnival.
Saturday 15th June 2024

The Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival 
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professional lawn care

Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777 
and we will call you.

www.lawnmaster.co.uk
Call for a FREE no obligation quotation
0800 32 65 013

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

based in Basingstoke

ASK FOR A

FREE
LAWN

ANALYSIS

Certificate Number 8302 
ISO 9001

ISO 14001

Bathroom Designers and Installers

BEAUTIFUL BATHROOM DESIGNSBEAUTIFUL BATHROOM DESIGNS

07880 777275
info@davidmasondesigns.co.uk | www.davidmasondesigns.co.uk

Trading Standards
approved

Spencer & Peyton Ltd

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk

www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

ON SITE FLORIST

7 London Road Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

380 Worting Road Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

3rd Generation 
family owned
and run Funeral 
Directors and 
Monumental
Masons

24 Hours

Established 1961

Our family serving your
family for over 60 years
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Spring Maze 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 

Can you find the way 
through the maze to 
water the plants? 



Opting for a kitchen from Krystal Kitchens guarantees a truly unique experience. Every 

kitchen we create is distinct and one-of-a-kind. Our cabinetry is meticulously fashioned 

art appliances from our exclusive, carefully chosen suppliers as standard. Your kitchen, 

your masterpiece.

As well as kitchens we also design and build utility rooms, pantries, media walls and 

more. Visit us in store today to see how we can create your dream space in your home.

Call us Now to book a design visit 01256 898463

Our showroom 
is now open. 

Find us at 
Winchester Rd, 

Basingstoke 
RG22 4AU
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Whilst we are a relatively small club in the 
pantheon of national and international archery, 
we certainly do shoot above our weight. We’ve 
had members who have shot at the Invictus games 
and others who are but a few steps away from 
Olympic trials. For many years we have hosted 
an international record status shoot called the 
Siege shoot, so named in honor of those royalists 
who held out against the Parliamentarian forces 
who laid siege to Basing House in the 1640’s. The 
Siege shoot was part of the circuit for high profile 
archers to compete at the very top of the game. 
You may have seen this on occasion during the 
first weekend of September in previous years. The 
archery took over the entire recreation ground 
and attracted the best international archers 
and many Olympians on both the Saturday and 
Sunday. Sadly, due to the Covid epidemic, we were 
not able to hold this event and one of the people 
who is a major driving force in arranging it, has 
been away with work. But, we remain hopeful that 
in the not too distant future, that we will be able 
to bring this back.
OBA, however, still run a number of internal 
shoots and friendly competitions with other clubs 
further afield. In April, we will be celebrating St. 
Georges day with a round specifically created 
and named for this very day. It’s an opportunity 
for a bit of light hearted competition with prizes, 
bacon butties and for the more exhibitionist, 
fancy dress. In August we celebrate our 57th 
anniversary with the Club birthday shoot. 
September sees the club championships and the 
siege shoot this year being run as a local interclub 
event, again with butties and general silliness. 
The last competition we shoot within the club is 
the Boxing Day shoot which is so much fun. We 
shoot at targets ridiculously close with posters 
of baubles, bows and bells. The scores for each 
image is not known until they are drawn from 
a hat, ranging from +9 to -9. And depending on 
what number is drawn first, the highest positive 
or lowest negative can win 
the day. There are, of course, 
many other opportunities to 
shoot at competitions around 
the country and you could do so every weekend of 
the year if you desired. A number of our members 
belong to more than one club and shoot more 
than one bow style. 

Within our club we have a thriving community 
of archers who shoot compound bows 
(think Rambo bows); recurve with sights and 
without; the latter is called barebow (think 
Hunger games) flat bows that are part of the 
traditional bow style, often made of wooden 
laminates; and longbow (think Robin Hood). 
There is some good natured ribbing that goes on 
between the styles, longbow archers will tease 
the compound archers that they take so long 
and the compound archers call the longbowers 
worm stabbers! There is no animosity and it is all 
in jest and taken in good spirits, This is testament 
to what a lovely group of people we have in the 
club and the support we give to each other. When 
one person has been away for a while, or has been 
poorly, there is certainly a pastoral care element 
with members checking to see if people are okay. 
It is something that seems to have slipped away 
from general society, I personally, am so glad that 
it persists here, good old fashioned neighbourly 
care. It is always lovely to meet new people and 
you are always welcome to come to the gate for a 
chat about archery or have a look at our website 
for dates when we run beginners courses.

by Penny Jubin

Letters from a Longbow Archer
Tucked away in the corner of the Recreation ground for the last 56 years, 
you’ll find a real gem of a club, Old Basing Archers.  

Penny Jubin
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Our Speciality
• Fascia
• Soffits
• Guttering

• Cladding
• Roof Repairs
• Gutter Repairs

Free no obligation quote!!
Call now: 07377355753 | Email: lewisazopardi@laroofline.co.uk
Liability cover and fully insured
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We now offer a
24 hour call out

service

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations 
Boiler installation, service and repair

Central heating servicing 
Hot water cylinder replacement

S R Hall Ltd
Building, Plumbing & Heating Contractors

www.srhallltd.co.uk

enquiries@srhallltd.co.uk 

Spring is definitely in the air, with flowers blooming and the trees in bud, I 
am hoping my garden will be as colourful this year as it was last.
Over the past year, the cafe has flourished thanks 
to the support of our customers and we have been 
able to support a number of local community 
projects. We have made donations to the Village 
Hall nursery school, a community group in Lychpit 
who keep the pathways and foliage under control, 
St Michael’s Hospice and most recently, our local 
junior school. We are currently fund raising for the 
Infant school to provide a Communication board 
to help all children feel at ease in communicating 
their feelings and needs. 
Last year we provided an afternoon tea for the Ivy 
Club members and this is something we will be 
doing again this year. It’s fabulous for us to be able 
to support all members of the community and one 
of the suggestions we’ve had from our customers, 
is to help those who organise the Big Turkey lunch. 
We are currently looking at the best way we can 
so with the organisers.
The Village Café is back to weekly opening, as 
from the 1st March. We will be in the Parish room 
on Friday afternoons from 2 - 4pm and would love 
to see you.
Our dates for your diary, up to the end of May are:
1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd March.
We will then have a two week break for Easter, re 
opening on 12th April.
Opening dates for April and May :
12th, 19th and 26th April.
3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th May.
As you know, here at the cafe, we love a party and 
I’m sure there will be a special afternoon or two 
coming up for our customers - watch this space! 
Our volunteer team are always happy for new 
members to join us and over recent months, we 
have welcomed a few new bakers and baristas. 

If anyone is interested and has time to spare, 
please get in touch, you would be very welcome. 
As we operate on a rota basis, you do not need to 
commit every week but can choose dates that fit 
in with you. 
I cannot end this article without mentioning one 
of our volunteers, Helen Armstrong, who I am 
also lucky enough to call my friend. Helen has 
recently retired after 36 years nursing with the 
NHS, and her passion was always emergency 
medicine and helping those patients in their most 
vulnerable hours. Helen has made a difference to 
hundreds of lives during her career and I am sure, 
will be greatly missed by colleagues and patients. 
Thank you Helen, for your incredible dedication, 
compassion and proficiency. Helen was a fountain 
of knowledge and information for us when we 
were raising funds for the AED’s now installed in 
the village and arranged the highly informative 
training sessions for residents. I am sure there are 
many more adventures ahead for you Helen, enjoy 
every minute. 
Deborah Thorne 

The Village Café
 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter30
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24/7 Emergency Locksmith

-Locks Opened, Fitted, Repaired & Replaced
-UPVC Specialist

-Safes Opened, Supplied & Fitted
-Commercial & Domestic
-Local Family Business

07990 247 999
Email: info@keaneskeys.co.uk
Web: www.keaneskeys.co.uk

Windows, Doors & Conservatories in PVC, Aluminium, Timber
and Solid Replacement Roofs for Conservatories.

So What Is Different About Amberwood?
It's straight-forward really, just honest advice from renowned experts in their field offering the highest quality

 PVC, Aluminium and Timber products at the very best prices. The philosophy of Amberwood Designs is  simple. 
If you offer the best advice, use the very best products, offer the very best prices, use the very best  installers 

and keep your overheads low, then the customer will be delighted and the company will prosper.

Show Site: Open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Ground Floor, Estate Offices, Youngs Ind. Estate,
Paices Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4PW

Tel: 01189 820300   Mob: 07553 361012
office@amberwooddesigns.co.uk

DGCOS
Accredited 

Member

WITH A WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE,
WE HAVE THE SKILLS TO HELP

amberwooddesigns.co.uk

We offer a man and a van service
We recycle household, commercial waste and 

scrap metal collection.
Call now for a quote

Joe Skinns - 07498 443229



It’s been a busy but exciting half term in Year R at Old 
Basing Infant School. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our topic about 
transport, learning about a wide array of different 
vehicles and the possible journeys they may take. 
The highlight of our topic was catching the bus 
around the village. Each class eagerly waited at 
the bus stop outside our school for the arrival of 
the bus and our adventure to begin. Once we had 
taken our seats, the excitement rose as we spotted 
the different landmarks around our village with 
the playpark being a particular highlight with the 
children. 

Our bus journey ended 
at Oliver’s Fish and Chip 
Shop, where we began our walk back to school. 
The children were disappointed to find that fish 
and chips were not on the menu for lunch and 
they would have to walk back to school for lunch. 
We hope that those members of the public we met 
on the bus and during our walk enjoyed being part 
of our adventure. We had a great time exploring 
our local community and hope to meet more of 
you soon. 

 

 

Old Basing Infant School
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FRAMING | ART | GIFTS | HOMEWARE

At The Frame Gallery, we stock a full range of ‘made to measure’ and ‘ready made’ frames 

We are situated in the centre of Odiham’s High Street, where you can take advantage

  01256 701082 

No 81 | High St | Odiham | Hants |

TF - Old Basing Parish Mag 02.24.indd   1 15/02/2024   10:19

Things are 
happening at 
Alton School

Educating boys and girls from 6 months to Sixth Form

FIND OUT MORE
altonschool.co.uk
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By mid-March, we’re ready to welcome the start 
of spring, hopeful, happy time for us gardeners.
There’s lots to be done outside, now the slower 
winter months have passed. Read about this 
month sowing and growing tasks here. Or find 
what other gardening jobs there are to do in 
March:
Timely Tips
1.  Fertilise your beds. Once your soil is   

workable, dig a 5cm (or more) layer of   
compost or well-rotted manure into your   
beds to prepare for the growing season   
ahead. You can also work in a general-  
purpose fertiliser, such as pelleted chicken   
manure, or fish, blood and bone.

2.  Put supports in. If any of your garden plants   
or climbers need supporting this year, put   
them in now, so plants can grow up   
through them. Adding supports afterwards   
is trickier and often looks unattractive.

3.  Move deciduous trees or shrubs. Now is   
the time to do this task, provided the soil   
isn’t frozen or waterlogged.

4.  Resurface paths before plants start to grow   
and smother them.

In the flower garden
•  Feed trees, shrubs and hedges with a 

slow- release fertiliser by lightly forking it into 
the soil surface.

•  Feed roses with special rose feed or balanced 
fertiliser as they come into growth. Prune roses 
now to encourage strong new growth. 

•  Finish cutting back dead foliage from   
perennials and ornamental grasses to make   
way for new growth.

•  Deadhead any winter pansies, daffodils,   
and hydrangeas. 

•  Plant native hedges to encourage wildlife   
to your garden. 

In the vegetable garden
•  Dig in green manures grown over the   

winter. Do this while stems are still soft.
•  Dig compost, well-rotted manure or green   

waste into your vegetable beds to prepare   
for the growing season ahead. Dig in a   
5cm (or more) layer when the soil becomes 
workable. Weed vegetable seed beds before 
adding the layer.

•  Cover prepared soil with sheets of black   
plastic to keep it drier and warmer in   
preparation for planting.

•  Weed and mulch asparagus beds.    
Asparagus has shallow roots so weed by   
hand to prevent damage.

In the fruit garden 
•  Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry canes to the   

ground to stimulate new canes, which will   
fruit in the autumn. 

•  Mulch fruit trees with well-rotted manure   
or garden compost. Take care not to mound   
mulch up around tree trunks.

•  Cover outdoor strawberries with cloches to   
encourage earlier fruiting.

Other jobs about the garden 
•  Recut any lawn edges if necessary.
•  Get rid of slimy patches on patios and   

paving by scrubbing with a broom or   
blasting with a pressure washer.

•  Install water butts for the season ahead.   
Position them under a downpipe to make   
the most of rainfall.

•  Begin weeding as the weather warms — it’s   
easier to control weeds if you remove them   
while they’re still young.

•   Build a compost bin before the growing season 
gets underway. If you already have one, check 
to see if there is any compost ready to use on 
vegetable beds.

Gardening tips supplied by Thompson & Morgan. 
For a full list of what to do in the garden in March 
and beyond please visit their website:  
www.thompson-morgan.com/in-the-garden-
this-month

What to do in the garden in March
 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter34
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WINDOW GLEAM SERVICES

As recommended by fellow Facebookers!
Paul – 07732 878176

Paulamor89@yahoo.com

 Window cleaning - Con roof cleaning  
Gutter clearance/ wash down  

Gutter repair work 

M O R T G A G E  A N D  P R O T E C T I O N  S O L U T I O N S

ENDURANCE MORTGAGES LTD IS AN APPOINTED REPRESENTATIVE OF THE RIGHT 
MORTGAGE LTD WHICH IS AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL 

CONDUCT AUTHORITY. REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES NO. 15060351.
REGISTERED ADDRESS: WORTING HOUSE, CHURCH LANE, BASINGSTOKE, 

HAMPSHIRE, RG23 8PX . FCA NUMBER 1005981.

01256 968889
www.endurance-mortgages.co.uk

ENDURANCE
MORTGAGES

Worting House, Church Lane, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG23 8PX



 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter36

NGS TO HAVE A SHOW GARDEN AT CHELSEA 2024  

The National Garden Scheme
- In Hampshire

The National Garden Scheme is thrilled to announce 
that it will have a show garden at the 2024 RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show in May. Designed by eight 
times RHS gold medal winner, Tom Stuart-Smith, 
and sponsored and fully funded by Project Giving 
Back, the garden will exemplify the joy and 
associated health and wellbeing benefits of garden 
visiting that have been at the heart of the National 
Garden Scheme since 1927.
Following the show, it will be relocated to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, to become part 
of the garden of a new Maggie’s Centre for people 
undergoing cancer treatment.
Tom Stuart-Smith, who last designed a show 
garden for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in 2010, 
says: “The National Garden Scheme is a wonderfully 
unique charity, and I am proud to have opened my 
own garden in aid of it for nearly 30 years. It’s a 
very special honour for me to be helping bring the 
National Garden Scheme to an even wider audience 
through this new garden, that has been made 
possible with Project Giving Back support.” 

IN 2023 THE NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME DONATED 
£3.4 MILLION TO OUR BENEFICIARIES.

This is a record breaking amount. Here in Hampshire 
we raised £190.261.00 a 12.5 % increase on 2022.  
The income from our By Arrangement Gardens was 
also up by just over 7.5%. Thus making Hampshire 
the second highest County - Nationally - for By 
Arrangement Garden income, so many many thanks 
to all those Groups, be it organised groups or 
groups of friends, who chose to visit one of our By 
Arrangement Gardens for a more personalised and 
leisurely experience.
To view all our By Arrangement Gardens, simple 
click on the link
https://ngs.org.uk/hampshire-by-arrangement/  
So why wait - don’t delay, get your visits booked 
now !!
The distribution to our beneficiaries for 2023 is as 
follows:
Marie Curie £450,000
Macmillan Cancer Support £450,000
Hospice UK £450,000
The Queens Nursing Institute £425,000
Carers Trust £350,000
Parkinson’s UK £350,000 

The balance goes to several smaller charities. You 
can find details of all our beneficiaries on the link        
https://ngs.org.uk/who-we-are/beneficiaries/ 
The 2024 Hampshire County Booklet is now 
available in all Libraries, and many Garden Centres.  
Sherfield Garden Centre have a good supply and sell 
reasonably priced plants.
If you have a problem locating the booklet we have 
produced a flip-book edition - simply click on the link
https://issuu.com/levelcreative/docs/hamps_
iow_2024_flip_book  
Now to some of our gardens opening in and around 
our area in April and May.
 BEECHENWOOD FARM 
Hillside Odiham RG29 1JA

Opening: Wednesday 27th March 2pm to 5pm AND 
every Wednesday until 22nd May.  
Admission: £5.00 children free. Cashless Payments 
available.
Refreshments: Home-made teas.
ALSO OPEN BY ARRANGEMENT - MARCH TO MAY 
contact the owners direct 07944 162419 OR   
beechenwood@gmail.com
Opening for the 40th year - this 2 acre garden has 
many parts. Lawn meandering through woodland 
with drifts of spring bulbs. Rose pergola with steps, 
pots with spring bulbs and later aeoniums. Fritillary 
and cowslip meadow. Walled herb garden with pool 
and exuberant planting. Orchard including the white 
garden and hot border. Greenhouse and vegetable 
garden. Rock garden extending to grasses, ferns and 
bamboos. Shady walk to belvedere. 8 acre copse of 
native species with grassed rides.
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/8569/
beechenwood-farm 
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 NEW FOR 2024
 LORD WANDSWORTH COLLEGE
Long Sutton, Hook RG29 1TB
Opening: Saturday & Sunday 13th & 14th April 11am 
to 3pm.  
Admission: £3.50 children free. Cashless Payments 
available.  
Refreshments: Home-made teas.
Lord Wandsworth College is set in 1200 acres of 
rolling farmland and wooded valleys. The main 
college campus is set around formal lawns with 
mature paper bark maples, cedar trees, cherry trees, 
and magnolias. The herbaceous borders are planted 
with an array of tulips, daffodils, and alliums. A 
South African inspired border runs the full length of 
the new science centre.
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/46319/lord-
wandsworth-college 
 OLD THATCH & MILLENNIUM BARN 
Spratts Hatch Lane, Winchfield RG27 8DD

Opening: Sunday 14th April 2pm to 6pm.
Admission: £5.00 children free.  Cashless Payment 
Available.
Refreshments: Home-made teas.
This chocolate box thatched cottage has featured 
on film and TV and is a smallholding alongside 
the Basingstoke Canal (unfenced). You can enjoy 
a succession of spring bulbs, a profusion of wild 
flowers, perennials and homegrown annuals 
pollinated by our own bees and fertilised by the 
donkeys, who await your visit. There are over over 
30 named clematis and rose cultivars. Sometimes 
lambs in April and donkey foals in the summer.
Weather permitting, you may get a ride on a John 
Pinkerton Barge from the car park across from the 
Batley Mow, along the canal, to the garden.
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/20927/old-
thatch-the-millennium-barn 

 SOMETHING BRAND NEW FOR HAMPSHIRE
 STREAMSIDE TREES - BONSAI EXPERIENCE
43a Basingbourne Road, Fleet GU52 6TG

Opening: 9th & 25th May. There are two 1 1/2 hr 
sessions per day. 10am and 1pm.
Admission: £20.00 p/p  All tickets should be 
pre-booked.
Click on the link below then click on yellow box 
BOOK.
Included in the price: Tour of the garden, detailed 
demonstration on producing a Bonsai Tree from a 
suitable starter plant, (see opposite) tea, coffee and 
cake.
Something different! Visits start promptly at 10am 
and 1pm with a guided tour around a 140ft garden 
with stream, azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, 
pond and many wildlife habitats. There is a display 
of bonsai in development and the tree nursery. 
Then enjoy an informal bonsai demonstration from 
Julia, an enthusiast who also holds ‘Create a Bonsai’ 
hands-on experiences and is a member of bonsai 
societies. Q&A and refreshments.  
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/46991/
streamside-trees-bonsai-experience
For any clarification contact Pat Beagley (Publicity) 
pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk 
I hope you find this article of interest and manage 
to visit a garden or two - or maybe treat a friend or 
loved one to a demonstration of the mysteries of 
Bonsai.
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Was one of your new year’s resolutions to enjoy the countryside more and 
take up a new sport? 
If so, why not try us out at the Old Basing Tennis 
Club? We are a friendly club and welcome people 
of all abilities; you can play as little or as much 
as you like to suit your timetable. We’re looking 
forward to a fabulous summer with long hot sunny 
days that we can all enjoy hitting a few balls and 
enjoying the beautiful Old Basing scenery.
At Old Basing Tennis Club we offer:
•  Free access to four high quality courts all year 

round for members.
•  A Pay and Play option for non-members.
• Regular coaching sessions for juniors aged 5-14.
• Individual coaching and drills sessions for adults.
•  Social club sessions all year round on Sunday at 

10am, Wednesday at 2pm and on Tuesday and 
Friday evenings at 6pm from April to October 
when you just turn up and there will always be 
others to play with.  

•  Basingstoke & District League matches against 
other clubs for the more competitively minded.

•  Year-round social events with barbecues in the 
summer.

Our facilities include:
•  A refurbished clubhouse on site with tea and 

coffee facilities.
• Free parking.
•  A beautiful location overlooking the Old Basing 

Recreation Ground
Want to find out more and make new friends? 
Why not visit us or take a look at our website 
clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub or 
simply email obtc.information@gmail.com for 
more information. Also see us on Facebook.
Where are we? 
Old Basing Tennis Club is located on Riley Lane, 
Old Basing RG24 7DH opposite the newly reopened 
Bolton Arms pub; the car park is on the right and 
the tennis courts are 50 metres up on the left.  
You will be assured of a friendly welcome.

Old Basing Tennis Club awaits you with open 
arms! 
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Founded in 1815, Old Basing CC has been a cornerstone of our village’s 
history for over two centuries. In the spirit of progress and growth, we’re 
thrilled to share the positive strides we’ve made in the past five years.
We have evolved into a dynamic club; boasting 
five senior sides, including three competing in the 
Hampshire Cricket League on Saturdays, one in 
the midweek North Hampshire Cricket League, 
and a Sunday Friendly XI. Our commitment to 
nurturing young talent is evident through a 
thriving colt’s setup, spanning from U9s to U17s, 
and the successful launch of Girls Cricket for 
7–12-year-olds last year.
The culmination of our upward journey 
materialised on the cricket field, with the 1st 
XI making a remarkable appearance in the 
Guy Jewell Cup final against the formidable 
Basingstoke. This marked a significant milestone 
for the club, as it was our first final since securing 
victory in 2009. While we fell short of triumph, 
the dedication and effort of our team were truly 
commendable.

Beyond the cricketing arena, we’re excited to 
share news of our clubhouse renovation project. 
Envisaged to enhance accessibility, the project 
includes provisions for disabled access, a new 
scorer’s area, and improvements to the bar. This 
undertaking reflects our commitment to not only 
elevate the club but also contribute positively to 
the local community.
If you’re intrigued by our upward trajectory and 
want to be part of our journey, we invite you 
to join us. Reach out to our club secretary at 
obccsecretary@outlook.com and discover the joy 
of being part of a community that celebrates both 
success on the field and camaraderie off it. 
Whether you’re returning to the game or seeking 
a local club to join, now is the perfect time to get 
in touch! Winter nets have already kicked off on 
Monday nights at Dummer Cricket Centre.

Old Basing Cricket Club Update
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Family Values ~ Inspired Designs 

� Open Monday to Friday 10am-4pm

� 01256 844993  � Design@Harmonymadetomeasure.co.uk
� Harmony Made to Measure Furniture Ltd

Unit 12 Basingstoke Enterprise Centre, West Ham Lane, Worting, Basingstoke RG22 6NQ

Bedroom Furniture
Sliding Wardrobes
Angled Storage

Dressing Rooms & Walk-in Wardrobes
Drop-Down Wall Beds
Home O�ces & Studies

Specialising in:

Spring O�er - 10% o� upon presentation of this brochure

Your local family business o�ering truly custom made �tted 
furniture for your home and o�ce

Serving Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey from our Basingstoke Workshop and Showroom, we 
create inspired designs, guarantee quality workmanship and ensure a trusted and reliable service 

for all your bespoke �tted furniture needs
Visit our website to read more about us and how we can help:

www.harmonymadetomeasure.co.uk


