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We’ve not found technology (renewable energy, 
efficiency gains, etc.) that can reduce this scale of  
growth.

Unfortunately, the current political debate is no reason 
for optimism.  Tory leadership hopefuls and opposition 
parties continue to push the growth agenda. They do 
know the inconvenient truth but prefer comforting lies. 
The truth when it reduces the standard of  living is not 
an election winner.

Scientific consensus is that our increase in consumption 
is to blame for the increase in greenhouse gasses and 
the accelerating climate change. Almost everything we 
do or buy has an ultimate carbon footprint.

The changes we must make, or more likely have forced 
on us, will be massive so “business as usual” is not an 
option. If  we don’t reduce consumption, many scientists 
say by 50%, then, in the words of  the USA Climate 
Secretary, John Kerry, “we are cooked”.

As a former employee of  the Meteorological Office and 
member of  environmental organisations I am acutely 
aware of  the challenges. Some say it is too late to stop 
catastrophic climate change. We lost 30 years when 
action on climate change was delayed by Big Oil.  

They sowed doubt on the science by employing the 
same tactics as the tobacco companies over smoking 
health issues. I’m not sure how many were killed by the 
tobacco companies’ lobbying but what will be the legacy 
of  the oil industry?

My apologies for daring to tell the truth.

Cllr Peter Bloyce 
Parish Council Chairman
*Overshoot - The concepts are simple: Earth’s biocapacity 
is the amount of  ecological resources Earth can generate in 
a year. Humankind’s ecological footprint is the total demand 
we all make on those resources. If  our footprint exceeds the 
capacity of  the planet to regenerate the resources we use, then 
we are in “overshoot,” running an ecological deficit, a condition 
that’s ultimately fatal.  Earth Overshoot Day marks the date 
when humanity has used all the biological resources that Earth 
regenerates during the entire year. It’s symbolic but offers a 
dramatic illustration of  our condition. Earth Overshoot Day 
is computed by dividing the planet’s biocapacity (the amount of  
ecological resources Earth can generate that year), by humanity’s 
Ecological Footprint (humanity’s demand for that year), and 
multiplying by 365, the number of  days in a year.  It continues to 
get earlier each year, we passed this on 28th July 2022

 Chairman’s Report
In my first report as Chairman, 
I said it was difficult to strike a 
positive note. Sadly, this remains, 
and recent events have not helped.
The definition of  “vandalism” is “action involving 
deliberate destruction of, or damage to, public or 
private property”.  Around the Parish recently, in 
particular the recreation ground, there has been 
damage to trees, benches and cricket covers.  Repairs 
and replacements ultimately are a cost to the Council 
Taxpayer or, in the case of  the cricket covers, the 
Cricket Club’s funds.  

Arguably, irresponsibility is a type of  vandalism.  This 
can be just as unthinking, harmful, and sometimes 
costly to the Council Taxpayer.  Examples are litter, 
dog fouling and inconsiderate parking.  The damage 
to the Loddon Riverbank near Bartons Mill is the 
subject of  a report elsewhere in this issue. Please 
respect our Parish facilities.

Development Threat
The Parish Council is working with SOLVE to fight 
the excessive housing proposals both in the Loddon 
Valley and the wider Borough. A report from Cllr 
Murray Campbell is elsewhere in this issue.  Yet 
another warning - the current drought and probable 
water rationing in parts of  the south is plain to see.  
Southeast England is designated a water stressed area, 
yet we continue to build houses.

Councillor Steve Brown is leading the Parish 
response to the Climate Emergency and setting up
a community action group. A useful meeting took 
place on 20th July.  His article entitled “Energy 
Champions” on P.37 refers

Climate Change and the Human Footprint
The Parish, and the UK response, can only be a 
tiny contribution to the global climate crisis.  Many 
of  us step up to save the tigers, protect forests or 
coral reefs.  We recycle, eat less meat, and use less 
plastic. Some buy electric cars, use bicycles or public 
transport more often. These are all noble pursuits, 
but they aren’t making a dent in our carbon footprint 
and *overshoot dilemma.

The sheer scale of  the human enterprise is too great 
for incremental nibbles at the margins to make a 
difference. We’re losing ground, year after year. 
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*Off er valid for openings up to 2.4m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls up 

vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Our expert local installers will fi t your 
new door and they’ll take away the 

old one too, so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely FREE of charge.

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

• EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS

• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

01256 520 092
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

Email: info@checkproroofingltd.co.uk
Web: www.checkproroofingltd.co.uk

Contact us today for 
FREE QUOTATIONS & ADVICE ON YOUR ROOF

Tel: 0208 168 1658
Mob: 07307 289 851

FULLY INSURED
PUBLIC LIABILITY

EMPLOYERS LIABILITY

Felt Roofing GRP Roofing Guttering

Roof Repairs Slate Roofing Tiled Roofing

External Painting Loft Insulation Rendering/Plastering

WHEN DID YOU LAST HAVE YOUR ROOF & GUTTERS CHECKED?
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 Parish Notes - AUTUMN 2022

It is, however, sad that some users, either through 
boredom, thoughtlessness, or just plain vandalism, see 
fit to leave their mark by trying to destroy whatever 
they can lay hands on.  

Sadly, over the Platinum Jubilee weekend some “visitors” 
to the grounds saw fit to strip the bark from the silver 

birch trees, and not just the papery 
outer layer which peels off easily 
anyway, they used knives to cut 
right into the bark making it almost 
certain that these trees will die. We 
are waiting to see whether they do 
recover, but the chances are they will 
not and will have to be removed. 

During the same weekend further 
damage was done to the football 
nets (now removed) and the newly-
restored picnic bench was covered 
in graffiti.

After a short respite, at the start of 
the summer holidays considerable 

damage was done to the cricket covers with the metal 
supports being bent and the covers cut leaving the 
Cricket Club little option but to replace them before next 
season at considerable cost to the Club.

On a more positive note, it has been good to see all 
the Clubs making the most of the dry weather and 
returning to normal activity after the constraints 
imposed by the pandemic and our grounds 
maintenance team are doing a great job in keeping 
all the sports pitches in tip-top condition despite the 
unusually dry weather.

We hope you will continue to enjoy our facilities and that 
the minority of thoughtless individuals will eventually 
come to their senses and treat them with more respect.

Councillor changes
Since our last Newsletter was published we have 
recruited a new Councillor, Francesca Maritan, who will 
represent Old Basing in place of Alan Jones, who retired 
earlier this year, and we are still seeking a replacement 
for Cllr John Robinson who, due to his many other 
commitments, resigned from the Council in June.

PARISH OFFICE

Sandra Tuck (Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Peter Bloyce
Chairman, 

Old Basing

Kate Hope 
(Deputy Clerk)
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 

COUNCILLORS

Charlie Butfoy
Old Basing

Murray Campbell
Vice-Chairman PC 

& Planning, 
Old Basing

Steve Brown
Chairman, 

Facilities Management
Lychpit 

Kate Tuck
Old Basing

Gillian Moore
Lychpit 

Sheena Grassi
Lychpit

Parish Council

Many will have enjoyed spending time at the Old Basing recreation ground 
during the lovely summer weather which, for once, has happened during 
school holiday periods!  

Roger Doust 
Chairman, Planning 

Lychpit

David Whiter
Old Basing

Alan Renwick
(Vice-Chairman, 

Facilities Management) 
Old Basing

Please 
support local 
businesses
A big thank you goes to all 
the local businesses that have 
advertised and supported this 
newsletter thereby enabling the 
Parish Council to produce this 
quarterly publication at no cost 
to our residents. 

However, the Parish Council 
makes no warranty in relation to 
the content of any advertisements 
placed in the newsletter and shall 
have no liability for any losses 
in relation thereto. Furthermore, 
the Parish Council makes no 
endorsements whatsoever with 
regard to any advertisements.  

Francesca Maritan 
Old Basing
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Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance

Stump Grinding
Garden Mulch

10 million insurance

Call for a free no obligation quotation 

0118 973 3943
Email: info@jdbcontractors.co.uk

01235 385069

SENIOR 
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 & NHS

DISCOUNTS

EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING, HEATING & DRAINAGE
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Company reg: 11927404
Registered in England & Wales
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b High Pressure Jetting
b  Manual Rodding
b  Pipe Laying
b  Non Excavation Relining
b Insurance Work 
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b CCTV Surveys
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Blocked Toilets & Leaks

01235 385069

SENIOR 
CITIZEN
 & NHS

DISCOUNTS

EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING, HEATING & DRAINAGE

NO1 PHD Limited
Company reg: 11927404
Registered in England & Wales

b  Drains Internal/External
b High Pressure Jetting
b  Manual Rodding
b  Pipe Laying
b  Non Excavation Relining
b Insurance Work 

Undertaken

b CCTV Surveys
b No Additional Charges on 

evenings & weekends
b 

covering your area!
b  Emergency Plumbing 

Blocked Toilets & Leaks

Rated: Excellent

01235 385069

SENIOR 
CITIZEN
 & NHS

DISCOUNTS

EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING, HEATING & DRAINAGE

NO1 PHD Limited
Company reg: 11927404
Registered in England & Wales

b  Drains Internal/External
b High Pressure Jetting
b  Manual Rodding
b  Pipe Laying
b  Non Excavation Relining
b Insurance Work 

Undertaken

b CCTV Surveys
b No Additional Charges on 

evenings & weekends
b 

covering your area!
b  Emergency Plumbing 

Blocked Toilets & Leaks

CALL OUR FRIENDLY TEAM 24/7

01256 68873801235 385069

SENIOR 
CITIZEN
 & NHS

DISCOUNTS

EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING, HEATING & DRAINAGE

NO1 PHD Limited
Company reg: 11927404
Registered in England & Wales

b  Drains Internal/External
b High Pressure Jetting
b  Manual Rodding
b  Pipe Laying
b  Non Excavation Relining
b Insurance Work 

Undertaken

b CCTV Surveys
b No Additional Charges on 

evenings & weekends
b 

covering your area!
b  Emergency Plumbing 

Blocked Toilets & Leaks01235 385069

SENIOR 
CITIZEN
 & NHS

DISCOUNTS

EMERGENCY 
PLUMBING, HEATING & DRAINAGE

NO1 PHD Limited
Company reg: 11927404
Registered in England & Wales

b  Drains Internal/External
b High Pressure Jetting
b  Manual Rodding
b  Pipe Laying
b  Non Excavation Relining
b Insurance Work 

Undertaken

b CCTV Surveys
b No Additional Charges on 

evenings & weekends
b 

covering your area!
b  Emergency Plumbing 

Blocked Toilets & Leaks

No1 PHD Ltd, Company No; 11927404, Reg. in England & Wales. 
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BLOCKED 
DRAINS CLEARED

FAST

24/7 Emergency Locksmith

-Locks Opened, Fitted, Repaired & Replaced
-UPVC Specialist

-Safes Opened, Supplied & Fitted
-Commercial & Domestic
-Local Family Business

07990 247 999
Email: info@keaneskeys.co.uk
Web: www.keaneskeys.co.uk
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VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED
Travel for all is supported by Hampshire County 
Council and South Western Railway. Project 
aims include:

We want volunteers to help:

For more information on how to volunteer 
or on the project, please contact us at  
travelforall@atkinsglobal.com or 
07806 775089

To help older residents 
access local transport 
services and reconnect 
with their community.

We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to be part of an exciting project called Travel for 
All, which is currently running across Hampshire. Volunteers will support residents aged 
65+ to make the most of the transport options available in their area, reducing the risk of 
social isolation and loneliness. 

Enabling older adults to identify relevant 
public transport options and to 
confidently use them independently

Empowering vulnerable adults to 
re-engage with their local community

Reducing feelings of social isolation and 
loneliness and improve wellbeing 

Support older residents to identify 
relevant public transport options

Raise the profile of local shops and town 
centres to boost a sense of local 
community

Gather useful feedback from their 
engagement to help us identify areas for 
greater service promotion/development 
and any additional barriers preventing 
individuals from connecting with their 
communities

Please note that reasonable expeses will be reinbursed.

*Please note: volunteers will need to pass an 
Enhanced DBS check. Volunteers will also 
require a full UK driving license.

To successfully carry out this exciting and 
innovative project, we need local people at the 
heart of it as volunteers. Training and ongoing 
support* will be provided to volunteers and 
the project will run to March 2023. However a 
commitment to volunteering until then is not 
needed. 

Isolated, or lonely at home?

We can help!
 

We work 1 to 1 with over 65s 
across Hampshire to help give 
them the knowledge, confidence, 
and skills to travel independently 
by public and community 

transport, and get to social 
activities, the shops or 

appointments. 

We can often accompany 
you on a journey to give 

you confidence to do it 
yourself the next time.  

People we’ve helped so far 
say their confidence has 

improved, they are getting 
out the house more, and they 

feel more connected with their 
local community.

Contact: 
travelforall@atkinsglobal.com
07806 775089

Get in touch to refer someone 
who would benefit from this 
personalised and friendly service.

VILLAGE CAFÉ
What a fabulous summer we’ve 
had, glorious sunshine which I 
hope you have all enjoyed, even if 
our gardens have suffered in the 
heat. 

The wondrous power of nature will soon return 
the grass to green after being so parched in the 
heat. The long sun-filled days are drawing to a 
close and autumn will soon be upon us, a season I 
love for the changing colours.

The cafe reopened its doors on 2nd September, 
following our summer break with a Macmillan 
fund raising afternoon; we like to take part in this 
event annually and it was lovely to see customers 
old and new. The cafe will continue on a weekly 
basis throughout September and then our new 
winter opening hours will come into force. From 
October, we will be opening on the first Friday 
of the month only but will hopefully make each 
afternoon a little more of an event for you all.
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SR AUTO
E L E C T R I C A L  L T D

I n c l u d i n g ;
  • M O T ’ s  ( A r r a n g e d )
  • P a r k i n g  s e n s o r s
  • C a r  a u d i o
  • V e h i c l e  k e y s
  • D a s h  c a m e r a s
  • T o w  b a r s

Electrical & Mechanical • Repairs • Diagnostics • Servicing & More

01256 357750 • www.srautoelectrics.co.uk

U n i t  D 5  B r u n s w i c k  P l a c e ,
C r a n b o u r n e  L a n e ,
B a s i n g s t o k e ,
R G 2 1  3 N N

Carried out by our factory trained technicians!
All vehicles receive a complimentary vehicle health 
check, this includes checking the key components of 
your vehicle, including the vehicle’s tyres, fluid levels, 
brakes & suspension as well as your battery & brake 
fluid condition and we even top up your screen wash 
with additive for free*.
*Any replacement carries an additional charge

Our opening dates from October to February 
will be: 
7th October, which will be our birthday celebration, 
so pop along for a glass of fizz and a slice of cake. 

4th November, we hope to provide a pop up shop 
but will confirm nearer the time.

2nd December, we will have our lovely local florist, 
Davia, visiting, lots of ideas for the upcoming festive 
season.

6th January, we are hoping to organise a clothes swap 
afternoon, further details will follow.

3rd February, event to be confirmed.
Pop these dates into your diary now so you don’t miss 
us.

As you are aware, the cafe has been able to fund the 
purchase of 2 AEDs, one of which was installed at St 
Mary’s Church earlier this year. The second device will 
be installed at the Co-op on Linden Avenue (and may 
well have been when you read this article). Our thanks 
go to lovely local residents, Mary Salmon and Bob Pyle 
for allowing the installation, as many of you know, 
they have always been huge supporters of the local 
community and continue to be.

As many of you will know, one of our lovely cafe 
members, Helen Armstrong, organised training 
sessions this year to show all those who wished to 
attend the correct way to use an AED. Following on 
from this, Helen was asked by the Chineham running 
club to help them with the same training which she 
did, and those who attended kindly donated to our 
fundraising so a huge thank you to them all.

The cafe will continue to fundraise for local 
community projects we feel will benefit the community, 
and we are next making a donation to Old Basing 
Infant school which will go towards some new 
equipment for a multi-use play area.

If there are any local small businesses or crafts people 
that would like to attend one of our cafe afternoons, 
do get in touch with us via our Facebook page. We 
are always keen to support and give our customers 
something in addition to fabulous cake. Also, if there 
are any of you who have a spare couple of hours on 
a Friday afternoon that would like to join our team, 
again, please contact us. We are a friendly bunch, and 
all are welcome.

Deborah Thorne
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It has been another busy few months for the Old Basing WI.    
Old Basing WI

Our new committee were duly elected at our May 
General Meeting and we welcomed Fran Hallett as 

our new Treasurer and 
Committee member.  
Sue Stewart agreed to 
remain as President and 
the other committee 
members will serve for 
another year.

At the end of  May, five 
of  our members took 
part in the heats of  

the Hampshire WI quiz and came fourth after stiff  
competition from 11 other local WI groups in the 
Loddon area.

June was an extremely busy month for us.  Firstly, 
we welcomed Carl Shallow to our monthly meeting 
to talk to us about the dangers of  “scamming”. This 
talk raised a lot of  questions from the floor and it 
was apparent that, although our members had a good 
grasp of  the subject, there is always something we can 
learn.  The following week we held our Summer Sale 
of  makes and bakes and craft items at the Beddington 
Centre in conjunction with the Village Show 
committee, who sold plants outside to raise money 
to put on your Village Show in September.  Although 
the footfall this year was a little disappointing, it was 
still a successful event for both groups.  Thanks go to 
all those members who made cakes and jam, and to 
those who donated plants for us to sell.  At the end 

of  June, we supported St Mary’s 
with their Flower Festival with a 
stall depicting “70 Glorious Years” 
of  the Queen.  It was nice to chat 
to people as they walked past our 
stall.
Our annual July Garden Party 
was held at the Parish Rooms 
this year to make it accessible for 

the less mobile to attend.  The Committee prepared a 
fantastic spread for over 35 members and it was very 
encouraging to welcome five prospective new members 
to this event.  Special thanks must go to Sandy and Jill 
who did all the buying and setting out of  the food on 
the evening. 

The competition that evening was a “homemade 
pudding” which we all sampled and voted on.  This 
competition was won by Christine Ashworth and her 
recipe is published by kind permission published on 
this page of  the magazine.

Our speakers are all lined up for the rest of  the year 
and include subjects as varied as “Women’s’ stories”, 

“Hats off  to Millinery”, the second 
part of  local lady Jackie Dimmock’s 
talk about her experiences as a 
WPC, and a talk about life as an 
evacuee.

We also have a skittles event 
planned at a local pub in October 
and we continue to run our weekly 
coffee mornings at Conkers, our 
monthly lunches at the Hatch and our popular craft 
meetings at Basing House.

Old Basing WI meets on the first Tuesday of  the 
month at the Parish Rooms St Mary’s at 7.30pm. If  
you would like to find our more then please contact 
our President Sue Stewart on oldbasingpres@
hampshirewi.org.uk  or tel: 01256 359943

OB Quiz Team

?

?

Blackcurrant filo pie
This is Christine Ashworth’s pudding recipe that won First Prize 
at the Old Basing WI Summer Garden Party.  

When cooking the apple and blackcurrants the idea is to use as little 
water as possible as you are trying to end up with a thick puree-like 
consistency.  I have not given a quantity for the sugar as it very much 
depends how sharp you like it!  The pie can be eaten hot or cold and is 
nice served with crème fraiche or cream.

Ingredients
456g blackcurrants ( frozen or fresh) 
1 medium cooking apple
Lemon juice (to prevent cut apple from 
going brown)
Sugar (or sweetener) to taste
Dessert spoon of cornflour (quantity 
depends on consistency of fruit 
after cooking)
5-6 sheets of filo pastry
Melted butter enough to coat the filo sheets 
and to grease the pie dish (approx. 150g)
Icing sugar to dust
20cm foil dish or shallow pie dish

1. Peel, core and slice the apple, putting it in a pan of water with the lemon juice 
 as you go along, to prevent it from going brown.
2. Drain the water from the apple, leaving a few drops in the bottom. Cook over  
 a low heat with the lid on for a few minutes until the apple starts to “fall”.
3. Add the blackcurrants to the pan with sugar/sweetener to taste, and cook until 
 they just soften. Make sure it doesn’t catch on the bottom of the pan! Add a very 
 little water if necessary to achieve a thick consistency. Remove from heat and cool.
4. Stir in a dessert spoon of cornflour if necessary to achieve a thick consistency.  
 You don’t want it to be too runny.
5. When you want to cook the pie, pre-heat oven to 200oC (or to the instructions 
 on the filo pastry).
6. Working quickly, remove 5 sheets of filo from the packet. Coat them one at a 
 time with melted butter, and place in the pie dish one at a time, but overlapping 
 and overhanging the side to form a base.
7. Tip the blackcurrant mixture onto the filo, and quickly fold over the edges, 
 scrunching them to form a top.
8. Use the remaining melted butter to coat the top of the pie.
9. Cook for 20-25 mins. in the oven at 200oC until the top starts to go brown.
10. Dust with icing sugar.
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NACS REG 99/483

WWW.IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 

GREAT CARE TAKEN
PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE

CALL FOR ADVICE

IAN GAY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

INFO@IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 

TEL: 01256 398887

EST 35 YEARS  

We now offer a
24 hour call out

service

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations 
Boiler installation, service and repair

Central heating servicing 
Hot water cylinder replacement

S R Hall Ltd
Building, Plumbing & Heating Contractors

www.srhallltd.co.uk

enquiries@srhallltd.co.uk 

basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport

SCRUM DOWN

Sponsored by The Hampshire Clinic’s Sports Medicine Service (01256) 357111

www.bmihealthcare.co.uk/hampshire

In association with Basingstoke RFC

Sep 13 – Gravesend 11, Basingstoke 6

Sep 20 – Basingstoke 45, Beckenham 20

Sep 27 – Old Colfeians 15, Basingstoke 44

Oct 4 – Basingstoke 21, Sidcup 11

Oct 11 – Tunbridge Wells 14, Basingstoke 31

Oct 25 – Basingstoke 24, Dover 13

Nov 1 – Cobham 15, Basingstoke 6

Nov 8 – Dorking 5, Basingstoke 5

Nov 15 – Basingstoke 29, Chobham 0

Nov 29 – Thanet Wand 0, Basingstoke 44

Dec 6 – Basingstoke 15, Maidstone 3

Jan 17 – Chobham 11, Basingstoke 25

Jan 24 – Basingstoke 27, Cobham 6

Jan 31 – Dover 20, Basingstoke 16

Feb 14 – Basingstoke 40, Tunbridge Wells 6

Feb 21 – Sidcup 0, Basingstoke 48

Feb 28 – Basingstoke 32, Dorking 30

Mar 7 – Basingstoke 29, Old Colfeians 8

Mar 14 – Beckenham 8, Basingstoke 20

Mar 28 – Basingstoke 21, Gravesend 12

Apr 4 – Maidstone 8, Basingstoke 61

Apr 18 – Basingstoke 62, Thanet Wanderers 0

basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport/rugby

BASINGSTOKE RFC London division two south results and fixtures 2008-09

BASINGSTOKE 62 POINTS,

THANET WANDERERS 0

BASINGSTOKE produced

a fine display to see off

the challenge of Thanet

as they breezed to the

London Two South title.

’Stoke ran in five tries in each

half, without conceding a single

point, to pick up the victory that

earned them the title, with Simon

Appleby, Paul Morris, Andrew

Fitchett and Jamie Fish all

crossing the line twice.

Struggling Thanet, who finished

the season third from bottom,

were never likely to challenge

high-flying Basingstoke at Down

Grange, where they maintained

their 100 per cent record for the

season, but ’Stoke took nothing for

granted and performed brilliantly

to secure the championship.

Appleby’s opening try after just

84 seconds certainly went a long

way to settling the nerves, the

flanker driving over from close

range after Thanet made a string

of mistakes in attempting to deal

with the initial kick-off.

Fitchett’s conversion put the

home side 7-0 up but it took

Basingstoke a while to add to their

lead as Thanet had a decent spell,

making some promising breaks

without threatening the line.

’Stoke got their second try after

19 minutes. Winger Glen Lewis

went on a trademark mazy run

and, while he was stopped just

short, Appleby was on hand to

pick up the loose ball and crash

over, Fitchett’s conversion making

it 14-0.
Thanet fly-half Tom Longdon

then missed a kickable penalty to

get his side on the scoreboard,

while Lewis was denied a try by

an knock-on, but Basingstoke

extended their advantage just after

the half-an-hour mark.

Winger Tom Gray broke from

halfway and, though he was

stopped just short of the line,

’Stoke scored a couple of phases

later, scrum-half Fish feeding fly-

half Morris for a simple score.

The conversion was missed but

Basingstoke added to their lead

with the try of the match four

minutes later. The backs showed

great hands to transfer the ball

from the left to the right side of

the pitch, setting Gray away. He

beat one man before offloading to

Morris, who ran in for his second,

which was converted to make the

score 26-0.

The final try of the half was

scored in time added on.

Longdon’s clearance kick found

Fitchett in the middle of the pitch

10 metres inside his own half and

the full-back embarked on a

brilliant run that saw him beat the

entire Thanet defence before

touching down in the corner.

That made the half-time score

31-0 and Basingstoke continued

to turn on the style in the early

part of the second half, enjoying

the moment.

Appleby felt he should have had

his hat-trick try in the early

stages, only to see his effort ruled

out by the touch judge, who

happened to be his father.

’Stoke were soon back to scoring

ways though, and flanker Dan

Rees got the first of three quick

tries, beating one man to run in

from the 22, though it did seem

that Mike Goodall may have been

obstructing the defence.

Fitchett was the next to score,

collecting a pass from fellow New

Zealander Morris before going

over untouched, while Fish then

stole from a five metre scrum

before diving over, the conversion

making it 50-0.

Despite the scoreline, Thanet

would not give up and they had a

period of sustained pressure on

the Basingstoke line but some

resolute defending kept them out.

With the game over as a contest

and both sides making numerous

replacements, the match petered

out somewhat, but there was still

time for two more ’Stoke tries.

The first came when Basingstoke

were awarded a penalty five

metres from the Thanet line. A

visiting player held on to Fish to

prevent him taking a quick tap

and, while it took him time to get

himself free, the scrum-half was

still able to tap the penalty and

find a gap under the posts.

Lewis got a well deserved try

with the final play of the game,

supporting Goodall when he made

a break before collecting the pass,

beating one man and holding off

another to score.

Basingstoke: Fitchett; Gray, Buckland,

Goodall, Lewis; Morris, Fish; Young, Folan,

Collins (rep Osborne 51min), Scott,

Chapman (rep Wilson 62min), Appleby,

Rees, Stirling (rep Williams 65min).

Thanet Wanderers: Capeling (rep King

62min); Ash, Macaulay, Case, Cooper;

Green (rep Sholi 57min), Wakefield, Teall,

Easter, Etheridge, Massey, Cox,

McLaughlin. Rep (not used): Finneran.

By John Boyman

e-mail: john.boyman@ bas-

ingstokegazette.co.uk

website: basingstokegazette. co.uk/ sport

LONDON TWO SOUTH

P W D L
F A Pts

Basingstoke
22 18 1 3 641 216 37

Dorking
22 16 3 3 772 266 35

Cobham
22 15 1 6 506 297 31

Gravesend
22 14 1 7 465 341 29

Dover
22 11 1 8 454 299 25

Chobham
22 11 3 10 443 379 23

Old Colfeians
22 9 2 11 345 377 20

Sidcup
22 9 1 12 344 437 19

Tunbridge Wells 22 7 2 13 355 528 16

Thanet
22 6 1 15 355 650 13

Beckenham
22 6 0 16 314 594 12

Maidstone
22 2 0 20 209 819 4

Champion! Basingstoke

clinch the title in style

ORDER ONLINE:

basingstokegazette.co.uk/photosales

� Andrew Fitchett

makes it to the

line for

Basingstoke, left,

after a long run.

Below: Neil Young

in action against

Thanet

Wanderers.

Pics by Ben

Stevens
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JONATHAN WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors
• Family run Funeral Directors with traditional high standards
• Providing a caring, dedicated and professional service 

24 hours a day, 365 days a year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our family caring for your family

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603 (24hrs)

and online at
basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport
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Professional, friendly tree care from
qualified and insured Arborists. 

07810 742906
treeoflifearb@gmail.com
www.treeoflifearb.com

● Tree Removal
● Tree Pruning
● Crown Reduction & 

Shaping
● Stump Grinding

● Deadwood Removal
● Tree Planting
● Hedge Trimming
● Wood Chipping

For a free 
consultation 

or advice 
contact us:

TREE  & HEDGE CARE 
SERVICES
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There has been a lot of  interest in exploring the potential for the Loddon 
valley catchment area to become part of  a Local Nature Recovery Network 
and I have written to Hampshire County Council to request this catchment 
area is included in LNRSs.
The Environment Act introduced a requirement 
for Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) for 
England to be prepared and published by “Responsible 
Authorities.” The Strategies will provide the foundation 
of  a national Nature Recovery Network, identify the 
opportunities and priorities for enhancing biodiversity, 
and support wider objectives such as mitigating or 
adapting to climate change in an area. The strategies 
will have a key role in the land use planning system and 
be an important source of  evidence for local planning 
authorities to use in the preparation of  their Local 
Plans. They are also intended to support the delivery 
of  wider environmental objectives and each Strategy 
will map specific opportunities for taking priority 
action for nature recovery and the use of  “nature-
based solutions.”  
Of  all the provisions of  the Environment Act, 
the preparation of  LNRSs is expected to have the 
most significant impact on planning for the natural 
environment at a strategic level, and the County 
Council has therefore expressed its strong interest in 
leading the preparation of  the Strategy for its area.  
We are in discussion with Defra, Natural England and 
others about the precise role that the County Council 
will take, however, we will continue to promote the 
importance of  a collaborative approach to all LNRSs 
and seeking the engagement of  a wide range of  
stakeholders.  
The County Council is already committed to this 
way of  working.  For example, we are a member 
of  the Hampshire and Isle of  Wight Local Nature 
Partnership (LNP) whose aims include creating bigger, 
better and more joined up places for nature in line 
with the vision and recommendations of  Sir John 
Lawton’s Making Space for Nature and meet regularly 
with ecologists from the local planning authorities.  
Indeed, officers from the County Council and the 
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC), 
which is hosted by the County Council, recently met 
with members of  the Natural Environment Team at 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to explore 
areas of  common interest including climate change, 
biodiversity and the Environment Act. The officers 
will be meeting again to continue these discussions 

and it’s expected that the preparation of  the Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy, and building on existing 
successful initiatives, will be an important part of  
future conversations.  One of  those successes, and a 
significant advantage in developing the Strategy, will be 
the detailed Ecological Network Map for Hampshire 
prepared by HBIC on behalf  of  the LNP. 
Protecting and enhancing the natural environment 
is of  the highest importance to the County Council. 
Our commitment can be traced back over a number 
of  years and through numerous initiatives. It is also a 
fundamental part of  our work to tackle climate change 
in Hampshire. 

Below is a summary of  what might be achieved and 
how local people can engage in the process going 
forward.

• I can confirm the preparation of  the Hampshire 
 LNRS will be a genuinely collaborative endeavour 
 and we will be involving a wide range of  partners 
 and stakeholders across the whole of  Hampshire; 
 however, we’re not at that stage just yet.

• The County Council, along with all the other 
 “Provisional Responsible Authorities (RAs)” named 
 to take forward the LNRS for their area, is still 
 awaiting further guidance from Government about 
 the process, the programme, including the passage 
 of  secondary legislation, and the funding support 
 for this important task. This is still at a very early 
 stage in terms of  the overall planning, including how
 people and organisations will be able to be involved 
 in the preparation of  the LNRS. 

• However, I am reassured that everyone is keen to 
 contribute; Hampshire County Council is absolutely 
 committed to a collaborative approach, and will be 
 reaching out to partners, stakeholders and interested 
 parties as soon as possible with more information 
 about the process and opportunities to be involved. 

County Councillor Report
Cllr. Elaine Still

Local Nature Recovery Net Work Strategies (LNRSs)

 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter12



Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter |  13

Tel: 07825 758511 | Email: sfbheating@gmail.com
www.sfbplumbingandheating.com 

Professional Plumbing & Heating in Basingstoke and surrounding areas.

 Boiler Installation
 Service & Maintenance

 Power Flushing
 General Plumbing

professional lawn care

Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777 
and we will call you.

www.lawnmaster.co.uk
Call for a FREE no obligation quotation
0800 32 65 013

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

based in Basingstoke

ASK FOR A

FREE
LAWN

ANALYSIS

Certificate Number 8302 
ISO 9001

ISO 14001

FLAT ROOFING LTD Est 1971

Free Site Survey & Written Quotation

Single Ply & Seamless Liquid Plastic

Work by Jones Bros Ltd Directly Employed Staff
10, 15 & 20 Year Manufacturer’s Warranties

Call: 01252 220220 or 01483 651181
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Landlords - LET local 
award-winning lettings 
agency take care of you

From their office on The Street in Old Basing, All Aspects Letting Services Ltd have been 
looking after numerous landlords, tenants and rental properties in Basingstoke and 
surrounding villages since 2007.  Jackie and her team have over 30 years in the industry so 
have a wealth of experience and extensive knowledge of the local lettings market.

Given the current state of the economy, with rising interest rates 
and energy prices, many of us are looking to save money wherever 
possible. However, there are a few occasions where spending a 
little extra gives better value and choosing a letting agency who 
provide an outstanding service is worth the expense to give you 
peace of mind. Would you rather pay less to someone who cuts 
corners to reduce costs, or do you prefer to be reassured that you 
are entrusting your property to people who care and are renowned 
for their exceptional reputation?

Protecting you
Some Landlords believe that they can manage their rental 
properties themselves, however, with over 170 pieces of legislation 
that you need to be aware of to stay compliant with the law, do you 
really want to run the risk of getting it wrong? There can be large 
fines running into tens of thousands of pounds imposed if Landlords 
breach the law and even imprisonment. Abiding by regulations not 
only keeps your tenants safe, but you too. 

Trusted professionals 
All Aspects are members of The Property Ombudsman and work to 
their Codes of Practice, together with Client Money Protect which 
certifies that clients’ monies are safe. The staff also have regular 
training with the Guild of Letting and Management to ensure that 
they are up to date with constantly changing legislation. Their 
professionalism over the last 15 years has brought accolades such 
as Gold Winner for Best Letting agent in Basingstoke judged by the 
British Property Awards for 3 years in a row.

Suitable tenants
Some agents ask for the highest bid, but those offering the 
most aren’t necessarily the best fit for your property. All Aspects 
understand the importance of letting your property to the right 
tenants. They not only undertake rigorous referencing but also 
consider much broader criteria to ensure that the right tenants are 
found for you. 

Recommended trades people
Unfortunately, it is inevitable that things break down during a 
tenancy and when it is freezing weather you want to be certain the 
boiler is fixed promptly. With reliable tradespeople in their contacts, 
All Aspects can get someone out within hours for emergencies at 
their managed properties. 

Friendly approachable staff
The team at All Aspects provide you with a friendly, reliable service 
and can tailor it to meet individual requirements and budget. They 
believe in building long term relationships with both landlords and 
tenants. Honesty and integrity are at the core of everything that 
they do. Passionate about doing things fairly to give landlords and 
tenants peace of mind, the only targets they strive to meet are your 
expectations. Whether renting out your property to the best tenants 
for you, or assisting tenants in finding the ideal home, All Aspects 
delight in offering a premium service and much of their business 
comes from recommendations.

Reviews from some of All Aspects Landlords:

G.C-S
Jackie and her team have been first class partners over
a number of years. Communication and management of 
the account are always timely and efficient. Jackie has a 
good instinct for reliable potential tenants, and a very good 
set of contacts for getting any maintenance issues dealt 
with in a cost effecttive and timely fashion. 
We feel we are in very good hands!

J.B
We have trusted All Aspects to rent our property for 
several years now, they do a great job from finding the 
right tenants and keep an eye on the house to make sure 
it is being looked after and problems resolved quickly 
via their network of suppliers.
Not only do they manage the house for us they also
provide other services that living out of the country are 
difficult to do for ourselves.
We trust them 100% and highly recommend them to 
anyone looking to rent their property in the Basingstoke 
area.

T.R.
All Aspects have been FANTASTIC at looking after my 
property. They basically manage it, entirely, for me, 
Not just in terms of monthly rental collection, but also
 when I had a problem with a significant water leak in the 
property, The All Aspects team, managed the entire process 
i.e. the insurance claim (which was very arduous), 
booking repairs and redecoration, and got a tenant 
back in there ASAP. I cannot over emphasise how painful 
this COULD have been for me had All Aspects not dealt 
with it on my behalf. They were brilliant! Patient, diligent 
and professional. At the more routine stuff, they haven’t 
missed a beat! Huge appreciation, gratitude and thanks 
from me. I’ll never go anywhere else.

 

For more information, please get in touch with All Aspects Letting Services - 01256 470411 
info@allaspectslettingservices.co.uk or visit their office for a chat
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Architectural Design Services Planning Consultants

Telephone: 07393 025574 
andy.yorkassociates@gmail.com 

www.yorkassociates.org 

 

 

Full design services 
Planning applications for 
new houses and extensions

Applications for Listed Building 
Consent 
Building Regulations submissions 

Andrew Steeden MRICS 
Chartered Building Surveyor 

 
Tel: 01256 770374    

 info@overtonbathrooms.co.uk
      @overtonbathrooms   

www:overtonbathrooms.co.uk

With over 30 years of experience Overton Bathroom Centre, 

can be relied upon to offer extensive product knowledge &

installation expertise. We pride ourselves on our customer service

and provide 'Supply Only' or 'Supply & Installation' to meet 

your requirements. Please get in touch to discuss your needs!

 
 

B A T H R O O M S   P L U M B I N G   S A L E S   S H O W R O O M S   I N S T A L L A T I O N

 Overton Bathroom Centre Ltd - 4 High Street Overton Hants RG25 3HA

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ
01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY
01256 761717

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Trading
Standards
approved

ON SITE FLORIST 

24 hours a day

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

Landlords - LET local 
award-winning lettings 
agency take care of you

From their office on The Street in Old Basing, All Aspects Letting Services Ltd have been 
looking after numerous landlords, tenants and rental properties in Basingstoke and 
surrounding villages since 2007.  Jackie and her team have over 30 years in the industry so 
have a wealth of experience and extensive knowledge of the local lettings market.

Given the current state of the economy, with rising interest rates 
and energy prices, many of us are looking to save money wherever 
possible. However, there are a few occasions where spending a 
little extra gives better value and choosing a letting agency who 
provide an outstanding service is worth the expense to give you 
peace of mind. Would you rather pay less to someone who cuts 
corners to reduce costs, or do you prefer to be reassured that you 
are entrusting your property to people who care and are renowned 
for their exceptional reputation?

Protecting you
Some Landlords believe that they can manage their rental 
properties themselves, however, with over 170 pieces of legislation 
that you need to be aware of to stay compliant with the law, do you 
really want to run the risk of getting it wrong? There can be large 
fines running into tens of thousands of pounds imposed if Landlords 
breach the law and even imprisonment. Abiding by regulations not 
only keeps your tenants safe, but you too. 

Trusted professionals 
All Aspects are members of The Property Ombudsman and work to 
their Codes of Practice, together with Client Money Protect which 
certifies that clients’ monies are safe. The staff also have regular 
training with the Guild of Letting and Management to ensure that 
they are up to date with constantly changing legislation. Their 
professionalism over the last 15 years has brought accolades such 
as Gold Winner for Best Letting agent in Basingstoke judged by the 
British Property Awards for 3 years in a row.

Suitable tenants
Some agents ask for the highest bid, but those offering the 
most aren’t necessarily the best fit for your property. All Aspects 
understand the importance of letting your property to the right 
tenants. They not only undertake rigorous referencing but also 
consider much broader criteria to ensure that the right tenants are 
found for you. 

Recommended trades people
Unfortunately, it is inevitable that things break down during a 
tenancy and when it is freezing weather you want to be certain the 
boiler is fixed promptly. With reliable tradespeople in their contacts, 
All Aspects can get someone out within hours for emergencies at 
their managed properties. 

Friendly approachable staff
The team at All Aspects provide you with a friendly, reliable service 
and can tailor it to meet individual requirements and budget. They 
believe in building long term relationships with both landlords and 
tenants. Honesty and integrity are at the core of everything that 
they do. Passionate about doing things fairly to give landlords and 
tenants peace of mind, the only targets they strive to meet are your 
expectations. Whether renting out your property to the best tenants 
for you, or assisting tenants in finding the ideal home, All Aspects 
delight in offering a premium service and much of their business 
comes from recommendations.

Reviews from some of All Aspects Landlords:

G.C-S
Jackie and her team have been first class partners over
a number of years. Communication and management of 
the account are always timely and efficient. Jackie has a 
good instinct for reliable potential tenants, and a very good 
set of contacts for getting any maintenance issues dealt 
with in a cost effecttive and timely fashion. 
We feel we are in very good hands!

J.B
We have trusted All Aspects to rent our property for 
several years now, they do a great job from finding the 
right tenants and keep an eye on the house to make sure 
it is being looked after and problems resolved quickly 
via their network of suppliers.
Not only do they manage the house for us they also
provide other services that living out of the country are 
difficult to do for ourselves.
We trust them 100% and highly recommend them to 
anyone looking to rent their property in the Basingstoke 
area.

T.R.
All Aspects have been FANTASTIC at looking after my 
property. They basically manage it, entirely, for me, 
Not just in terms of monthly rental collection, but also
 when I had a problem with a significant water leak in the 
property, The All Aspects team, managed the entire process 
i.e. the insurance claim (which was very arduous), 
booking repairs and redecoration, and got a tenant 
back in there ASAP. I cannot over emphasise how painful 
this COULD have been for me had All Aspects not dealt 
with it on my behalf. They were brilliant! Patient, diligent 
and professional. At the more routine stuff, they haven’t 
missed a beat! Huge appreciation, gratitude and thanks 
from me. I’ll never go anywhere else.

 

For more information, please get in touch with All Aspects Letting Services - 01256 470411 
info@allaspectslettingservices.co.uk or visit their office for a chat

All Aspects of Gas, Plumbing & Heating

Kitchen & Bathroom Installations

Solar & Air Source Heat Pumps

info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk
www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

32 Oakley Lane, Oakley, Basingstoke,  Hants RG23 7JY

Established 1971

01256 782410

Bosch Group

Accredited Installer
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Many residents will know that the Borough Council is considering  
the development of  three massive housing estates within the boundaries  
of  Old Basing and Lychpit.  

Enough is enough

If  the proposals are accepted, more than 2,000 new 
houses will be built in the fields, pastures, and woods 
around us. 

These developments, currently proposed under the 
Local Plan, will likely add another 3,000 vehicles 
to our local roads and rat runs.   Streams of  cars 
will cut through the centre of  Lychpit, snaking 
through the village and up Newnham Lane. 

And how many extra people will 2,000 new 
houses bring?  4000 perhaps, possibly even 
more. The sewage system already discharges on 
occasions into the Loddon. What about water 
abstraction too?  Can our aquifers cope with that 
additional number drawing water each day? All 
those people will require access to doctors and 
the hospital.  We already know how difficult it 
can be to get appointments and the long waiting 
times at the hospital.  Far more school places 
will be required.  

It does not take much imagination to 
understand the impact on the environment.  
The landscape around us will be transformed 
from trees, crops and grass, to one of  tarmac, 
bricks and roof  tiles.  Wildlife will be driven 
away, the ecosystem will be under threat, and 
the Loddon and Lyde subject to even more 
pollution.  Once this land is built on, it’s gone 
forever. 
This is not about nimbyism. Of  course, we 
understand the need for modest development. 
But we do not understand, and will not 
accept, that Old Basing and Lychpit 
should be swamped by enormous housing 

developments.   It is not reasonable to expect our 
small community to bear the brunt of  the Borough 
Council’s desire to constantly expand Basingstoke.  
Enough is enough.  
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 Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council 
The Pavilion   The Recrea�on Ground 

The Street 
Old Basing 
RG24 7DA 

 
 
The Editor 
Basingstoke Gaze�e 

Sent by email 

28th July 2022 

Dear Editor, 

Parish Councillors were recently invited to a consulta�on run by Tibbalds Planning and Urban 
Design Limited concerning the development of land east of Basingstoke.  Leaving aside the fact that 
this was not face to face and the medium of zoom proved to be completely inadequate for the 
purpose, the whole process was very unsa�sfactory and rushed. 
Firstly the area in ques�on was designated for 450 houses under the current Local Plan.  This is 
being revised by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council but s�ll has many processes to go 
through.  However, Tibbalds seemed to know that the development will be 900 houses.  They 
obviously know more than the Borough Councillors do; this suggests things have been decided 
already and any consulta�on on the content of the Local Plan will be held only for show. Tibbalds displayed precious li�le knowledge of the area they were talking about.  They did not 

appreciate the difficul�es rela�ng to transport along the A33, did not men�on the incinerator at 
Whitmarsh Lane which lies within the area and asked the a�endees what facili�es there were in 
the wider area, informa�on which a search on Google maps would have provided. We were asked 
hypothe�cal ques�ons or ones which for which only an impressionis�c answer could have been 
given.  For example, how different groups of people (children, older people) used Chineham centre.  
A meaningful answer to that ques�on would require some actual research. There was no acknowledgement that this is a 'greenfield' site and development would impact on 

biodiversity and wildlife, no men�on of green corridors or mi�ga�on of this impact.  Ac�ve travel 
was men�oned by an a�endee but the infrastructure to support this had not been considered. There was a men�on of an 'integrated and sustainable' community.  The fear is that the developers 

will not be interested in crea�ng such a community.  They want to make maximum profits so the 
probability is that we will have yet another dormitory development with no connec�on with 
Basingstoke town, dependent on cars to get to any facili�es, made up of houses without electric 
car charging points, heat pumps, solar panels or any other sustainable features.  This has been the 
pa�ern of development in Basingstoke, and it is about �me we, the residents of Basingstoke, stood 
up and said 'no more'. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Old Basing and Lychpit Parish Council 
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OBLEC
OLD BASING & LYCHPIT

ENVIRONMENT CAMPAIGN

OBLEC
OLD BASING & LYCHPIT

ENVIRONMENT CAMPAIGN
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We refuse to turn Old Basing and Lychpit into a suburb 
of  Greater Basingstoke. 

Your Parish Council, working closely with SOLVE and 
other local groups, will be fighting these proposals tooth 
and nail.  Our local Borough Councillors - Onnalee 
Cubitt, Kate Tuck and Sven Godeson - and County 
Councillor, Elaine Still, will be joining us too. To that 
end we have set up a campaigning organisation OBLEC, 

Old Basing and Lychpit Environment Campaign, which 
you will soon hear about via our website, social media 
presence and notices.

We need supporters and helpers.  If  you’d like to join 
our campaign and fight for the future of  Old Basing and 
Lychpit, then please contact me now at 
oblec@oldbasing.gov.uk

Cllr Murray Campbell
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We specialise in: • New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Tile and Slate Roofs • Leadwork • Repointing  
• Chimney Stacks • All Roof Repairs • Valleys Repaired • New PVC Fascias and Gutters • Moss Removal

All new works carry our fully insured 10-20 year back-up guarantee.

• Safe ladder access installed • All moss cleaned by hand • Soft hand brushes used
• Hard wire brush only for tough areas • Anti-Moss and Algae treatment  
• Gutters cleaned outlets unblocked •

WE DO NOT USE PRESSURE WASHERS

Old Basing
01256 960103

experienced roofers work to the highest standards every time.

Moss  
Removal  

from £285

Find &  
Repair a 

Leak  
from £325
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Income
Precept  199,530

Published Accounts
Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council
Year ending 31st March 2022

Burial Fees
4%

Allotment
Rents

2%

RecreationalGround 
Income

5%

Lychpit Hall
5%

Cemetery
1%

Allotments
1%

BALANCE SHEET: £ £

Current Assets
Debtors  7,087
Prepayments  1,470
Bank and Cash  281,006
  289,863

Creditors  (61,112)
  228,451

General Fund  232,162
Income & expenditure Account:  93,711
  228,451

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT: £ £

Income
Precept  199,530
Interest Received  11
Administrative  59,453
Recreation  19,382
Burial  14,035
Allotment Rents  5,301
Lychpit Hall  19,582
Groundsmans Cottage  12,067
Grant Aid Revenue / Maintenance:  33,018
  362,379

Expenditure
Administration 78,858
Street Lights 3,202
Recreation 179,737
Allotments 3,573
Cemetery 2,985
Lychpit Hall 17,620
Other Buildings 31,422
Capital Schemes 48,693
 366,090 (366,090)
Net Income/(Expenditure) for the Year  (£3,711)

Reserves
Net Income/(Expenditure) for the Year  (3,711)

Transfers from Easr Marked Reserves  8,776

Net Income/(Expenditure) for the Year to General Reserves  5,065

General Fund Opening Balance 69,829
 from Period 5,065
  74,894

EARMARKED RESERVE Opening Balance 162,333
 from Period (8,776)   
  153,557

TOTAL RESERVES  228,451



Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter |  19

Income
Precept  199,530

Sources of  Income

Analysis of  Expenditure

Other Income
17%

Precept
55%

Grants from 
Basingstoke & Deane

9%
Groundsmans 

Cottage
3%

Lychpit Hall  
Hire Income

5%

Burial Fees
4%

Allotment
Rents

2%

Precept Other Income Recreation Ground Income  Burial Fees
Allotment Rents Lychpit Hall Hire Income Groundsmans Cottage Grants from Basingstoke Deane

Administration Recreation Allotments Cemetery
Lychpit Hall Building Maintenance Fixed Assets Street Lighing

Recreation
49%

Administration
21%

Street Lighting
1%Fixed Assets

13%

Building Maintenance
9%

Lychpit Hall
5%

Cemetery
1%

Allotments
1%
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JODIE HILLIER
Associate Lettings 

Director

CHRISTI COLLINS
Company Director

LUCY DURLING 
Property Coordinator

CHARLIE GORDON
Sales Manager

TIA FOLKES
Sales Progressor

MICHAEL HOWLEY 
Senior Instructions 

Manager

MEET THE TEAM

01256 224 597
basingstoke@collins-residential.co.uk
www.collins-residential.co.uk
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f FOREMOST
TREE SURGEONS

PRIVATE & DOMESTIC ENQUIRIES
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 

COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, 

Council Approved.

OTHER SERVICES

Technical Plans, Logs and Chippings Supplied.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. £10 MILLION COVER

NCH, ARB & NPTC TRAINED STAFF

CALL TODAY ON 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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Meeting & Party Venues in Old Basing & Lychpit 
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of  venues suitable for evening and 
weekend hire for all types of  parties and meetings and other group events. For 
information or to enquire about availability please contact the individual venues 
as shown below.
Lychpit Community Hall and Old Basing 
Pavilion Tea Room
Email deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
A calendar showing regular events and hall availability for 
parties can be found on the Parish Council’s website 
www.oldbasing.gov.uk
01256 462847

Old Basing Village Hall & Frank Goddard Room
If  you would like to enquire further please contact the 
Booking Secretary, Heulwen Norfolk on 07544 289932 or 
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

The Beddington Centre
For children’s parties and meetings of  up to approx.50.
Cat via email beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

Old Basing Cricket Club
Licensed club house for parties and events of  up to 50 
people.John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Royal British Legion
Large fully-licensed function room with stage and 
dance floor, available for all types of  gatherings such as 
weddings, funeral wakes, children’s parties or training 
sessions.  Maximum capacity 120. Also available are two 
board/meeting rooms each with tea and coffee making 
facilities and wifi.  socialclubentertainments@gmail.com 
or 01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Parish Meeting Room
Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is 
suitable for groups of  up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). 
Please note: limited parking.  
Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Basing House
Great Barn – Walled Garden – Courtyard – Learning/
Community Room. For more information please visit our 
website www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basinghouseorg.
uk Alternatively please contact us at Basing House on 
01256 463965 during opening times.
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
AT OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL – don’t miss them!

SUNDAY 11 SEPTEMBER – OLD BASING 
VILLAGE HALL DOG SHOW
This is a first for the Village Hall; the timetable is 
as follows:
1 pm – Refreshments available in the hall
2 pm – Judging starts 
Mastamarnier dog breeders, Graham and Catherine 
Everitt, and The Hampshire Vets, Jamie Cole and Emily 
Scott will be judging our beautiful dog companions. Due 
to space limitations, the event is only open to Old Basing 
and Lychpit dogs and their owners and parking will be 
restricted, so please leave your cars at home and walk your 
dog to the Hall. Entry for all categories is £5.00 per dog 
(registration in advance is preferable but not obligatory).Inside 
the hall will be tables for dog supplies, Vets, Dog Groomers, 
Dog Walkers and Dog Boarding at £5.00 per table.
To enter your dog or book a table contact 
sheenagrassi@hotmail.com 
Entry fees to be paid in cash on the day – unfortunately 
we are unable to accept card payments.

SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER – JUMBLE SALE
1 pm start. This is your chance to grab a bargain and 

perhaps find that special priceless item! Refreshments 
(cakes, biscuits, tea, coffee, and soft drinks) will be 
available. Entrance is 50p per adult (children free).

SATURDAY 12 NOVEMBER – QUIZ NIGHT
7.30 pm start. Another first for the Village Hall; our quiz 
host will be Parish Council Chairman and veteran of 
many quiz nights at the Bolton Arms, Peter Bloyce.
A buffet supper of ploughmans and fruit will be 
provided – just bring your own drinks and glasses.  Join 
us and test your knowledge and perhaps yours will be 
the prize-winning team. Entry fee is £7.00 per person 
(includes quiz and buffet).  To book your table contact 
sheenagrassi@hotmail.com
SATURDAY 31 DECEMBER – NEW YEAR’S EVE 
CELEBRATIONS
8 pm – midnight Fancy Dress optional – theme is “Your 
Favourite Pop Start or Group”. Prizes will be awarded 
for the most original. Tickets £30.00 per person to be 
purchased in advance (cash only) - email 
sheenagrassi@hotmail.com to include finger buffet 
and dessert. Licensed bar available.

Over the course of the coming months Old Basing Village Hall will host a 
series of events to raise funds for the ongoing maintenance of this important 
community asset. The first three events are below.
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If you’re considering care
01256 809689
leahanne.wilkinson@careuk.com
careuk.com/dashwood-manor

Your  
local care 

home
Dashwood Manor,  
Basingstoke
Our highly trained care home teams 
are specialists in residential, nursing, 
dementia and respite care. With some 
of the highest care ratings in the UK, 
we’re here to help you and your family 
at every step of your journey.

Trusted to care.
Rated

9.8
out of 10 on 

carehome.co.uk
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Answers on page 26
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Children’s Corner Answers

F.O.O.B.S. Trail
and Fun Runs 2022

Sunday 9th October 2022

10K and 5K trail runs
plus a 2K fun run

Old Basing Recreation Ground, 
Old Basing, RG24 7DA

Registration starts at 9:30am

Sign up at 
https://foobs.weebly.com or 

scan the QR code above

Sponsored by:

Bramley Builders

Insurance work undertaken

Email: davistrevor529@gmail.com  
Mobile: 07733 448980

can do this for you:

• Extensions / Conversions
• New Roofs / Roof Repairs
• All Brickwork & Groundwork
• Period Property Restoration
• Repointing / Rendering

• Driveways
• Plastering
• Block Paving
• Concreting
• Maintenance

Autumn Word Scramble
Fall Pumpkin Yellow

Rake Leaves Apple

Acorn Scarecrow

Harvest Apple

Autumn Word Search
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Adopt South is the Regional Adoption Agency for:

Adoption gives them the family life they deserve 

• Single or a couple • LGBT+ • Already a family • Disabled 

Welcome to Adopt South

You could keep siblings together

Right now, we have toddlers, siblings and children with 
disabilities who need a family of their own to be loved  
and cherished.

Call our friendly team on 0300 3000 011  •  adoptsouth.org.uk

Call & Chat
Ask an

Adopter
Join a 

 Webinar
Attend an 

Event
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This is also the time of  year when we start preparing for 
the following year.  There is a mass of  work that goes 
into collating all 3,000 plus gardens, which open for the 
National Garden Scheme - nationally.
In Hampshire NGS we have several experienced 
speakers, who give freely of  their time to visit Groups 
and Clubs etc. to give talks on the NGS.  These talks are 
lighthearted, informative and very interesting, covering 
the history of  the NGS – from its inception in 1927, 
a look at our beneficiaries and finally a pictorial slide 
tour around some of  our stunning gardens. If  you are 
a member of  a Group (WI: Garden Club: U3A etc.) 
and would like a visit from one of  our speakers to your 
Group, please contact me for more details. 
pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk 
In addition to our annual donations to nursing, health 
and caring charities, the National Garden Scheme grants 
awards to help Community Gardening projects.  In 2020 
we gave out awards to 44 projects bringing the total 
of  projects supported to-date to over 100, with a total 
amount donated of  £209,384. The Applications for 2023 
open in the Autumn, so if  you are interested in this, 
check on the website  

ngs.org.uk/who-we-are/
community-gardens-
award
In 2022 the NGS 
appointed Danny Clarke as 
a new Ambassador.
Danny is a professional 
gardener and designer, who 

shot to fame in ‘The Instant Gardener’ and is also known 
as ‘The Black Gardener’.  One project in particular 
that he will help support is our expanding ‘Community 
Gardens Programme’ and we will be announcing our 
2022  ‘Community Gardens Grants’  in a few weeks’ 
time.  To read more about Danny and his appointment 
click on the link https://ngs.org.uk/danny-clarke-joins-
the-national-garden-scheme-as-a-new-ambassador/  It 
was good to see Danny and his colleague with their Silver 
Gilt Award at Chelsea this year. 
There are a couple of  gardens within half  an hour 
of  Old Basing that are opening their gates during 
September: 
THE HOSPITAL OF ST CROSS    
St Cross Road Winchester SO23 9SD
findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/32776/the-hospital-
of-st-cross 

Opening:  Sunday 11th September 2pm to 5pm
Admission: £4.00 and children free. Payment by cash or 
card. Refreshments: Light refreshments. 

The Medieval Hospital of  St Cross (steeped in History) 
nestles in water meadows beside the River Itchen and is 
one of  England’s oldest almshouses. The tranquil, walled 
Master’s Garden, created in the late C17 by Bishop 
Compton, now contains colourful herbaceous borders, 
old fashioned roses, interesting trees, and a large fish 
pond. The Compton Garden has unusual plants of  the 
type he imported when Bishop of  London.
REDENHAM PARK HOUSE    

Redenham Park Andover SP11 9AQ
findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/35194/redenham-
park-house
Opening:  Thursday & Friday 22nd & 23rd September.  
Pre-booking available.
Admission:  £6.00 and children free.  
Refreshments:  Homemade teas and cream teas.
Redenham Park built in 1784. The garden sits behind 
the house (not open). The formal rose garden is planted 
with white flowered roses. Steps lead up to the main 
herbaceous borders, which peak in late summer. A calm 
green interlude, a gate opens into gardens with espaliered 
pears, apples, mass of  scented roses, shrubs, and 
perennial planting surrounds the swimming pool. A door 
opens onto a kitchen garden.Best Wishes
Pat Beagley (Publicity)
National Garden Scheme - Hampshire
pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk 

Another Garden Opening Year draws to a close. September sees the last few gardens, 
which are opening for 2022.
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The National Garden Scheme
- In Hampshire
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Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on
your mortgage. There may be a fee if you decide to proceed with a

mortgage application. We estimate the fee will be £349 but will depend
on circumstances which will be disclosed before proceeding.  

Merit Mortgages Ltd is an appointed representative of The Right
Mortgage Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial

Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales no. 14134664
Registered Address: 16 Appian Way, Aurum Green, Basingstoke, United

Kingdom, RG24 8BH

Looking to move home
or remortgage?

Get in touch, we would love to assist. 

01256 973 975 & 07961 047 476 
info@MeritMortgages.co.uk
www.MeritMortgages.co.uk

Certified
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CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION  
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON  

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472 

THINKING ABOUT 
SECURITY?  

 

WHY NOT CALL 

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family 
owned & run security systems installation   
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and 
maintain alarms for both residential & commer-
cial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit 
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security 
products to the highest industry standards. We 
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete 
peace of mind.  
 

Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully          
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub           
contractors, plus you own your system so...   
                               NO monthly fees! 
 Find us at www.careguard.co.uk 

Old Basing D of  E Open Award Centre News
It seems a very long time since I have written an article for either the Parish 
Magazine or the Basinga which is very much due to the events of  the past two 
and a half  years where we have all had to learn to live with Covid. 

2020 was a total non-year 
for us with no meetings  
or expeditions. Last year 
we managed a bronze and 
two silver teams under  
“D of  E with a 

difference” rules albeit we were lucky to go out when 
restrictions were lessened. All teams successfully 
completed their expeditions.

This expedition year, with 
social distancing in place 
early on, we reduced our 
inside meetings but moved 
some of  these outdoors. 
This has allowed us to 
run a bronze expedition 
with a two-day practice in 
May and over the weekend 
of  the 9th and 10th July 
a successful assessed 
expedition in the Test 
Valley south of  Andover. 
The team of  four boys and 
three girls had a great time 

in perfect weather albeit a 
bit warm at times.

Our next challenge is a 
Gold expedition in the 
South Downs with a team 
of  six lads walking the 
complete South Downs 

route from Winchester to Eastbourne, a distance of  
100 miles! This is being achieved by combining the 
practice and assessed walks into one six-day period. 
Walking this without a heavy back pack is a challenge 

but made harder with full kit required. This may be 
the last chance to use the South Downs for a Gold 
expedition, as we expect to return to wild country from 
next year.

If  any of  the above has inspired you or a young person 
to consider completing their D of  E, we are holding 
an open evening on the 10th October 2022 at 8.00pm 
at the Beddingon Centre, Riley Lane, Old Basing. 
Alternatively please email Jackie at Oldbasing.dofe@

btinternet.com or 
telephone 01256 
475083 but please 
allow time for a 
reply in case we are 
on expedition!

The award is open 
for any young 
person aged 13 
½ to 24 and we 
can provide all 
levels from Bronze 
to Gold with 
an emphasis on 
continuity through 

each level. We can also welcome those who have 
previously competed bronze or silver at school but wish 
to further their experience and achieve a higher level, 
something schools are normally unable to offer. 

We structure the training and expeditions to avoid 
important exam periods and provide a friendly, relaxed, 
and supportive location to allow you to achieve your 
goals, test yourself, and meet new friends while gaining 
your award.

Bob and Jackie Ward
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01256 357923

CROOMBS 
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

Installations, repairs and maintenance to
industrial, commercial and domestic premises

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE www.croombs.co.uk

Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control

Portable Appliance Testing

01256 819785 • 07970 454226

discount
for OAPs

10%

20 years of experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Groceries – Quality Fresh Produce – Snack Foods – Soft Drinks
Tobacco Products – Toiletries – Newspapers – Magazines

We also deliver
 newspapers to your home 
with our daily paper round

T: 01256 464020
E: oldbasingshop@gmail.com 

X @Oldbasingvillageshop 

ARTIFICIAL GRASS FOR EVERYONE
Home Owners, Urban Spaces, Play Areas,

Public Spaces, Schools & Trade

Based in Hampshire, we provide 
a UK nationwide artificial lawn 

supply & fitting service.

Please call for a free quote.
Tel: 01256 242425 | Mob: 07582 881180

www.lawnlogic.co.uk 

We are an official artificial grass fitter & trade
service partner for Royal Grass.
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Mon-Fri
7.45am – 5pm

Fencing
Fitting Service
Free Estimates

Delivery Service Available

enquiries@bmfencing.co.uk Reading Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9DB

www.bmfencing.co.uk

Panels
Trellis

Concrete Post
Closeboard Panels

Sharp Sand
Building Sand

Ballast
Scalping

Reclaimed Sleepers
Softwood Sleepers

Oaks Sleepers
Decking

10mm Gravel
20mm Gravel

Decorative Stone

Rolawn Turf
Top Soil

Landscape Bark
Natural Sandstone

Paving Slabs
Block Paving
Grano Dust

01256 762739

Natural Sandstone 
Large Stocks on site

Display Area

Release The Equity
Locked Up In Your Home

  Mark Jones
   Mortgage and Later Life Lending Specialist

 

MDJ Mortgages is an appointed representative of Stonebridge which is a trading style of 
Stonebridge Mortgage Solutions Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial 

Conduct Authority. Registered Office: Stonebridge Mortgage Solutions Limited, 9 Lords Court, 
Basildon, Essex, SS13 1SS. Registered in England and Wales. Registered Number 5601592.

01256 518318
mark@mdjmortgages.com
www.mdjmortgages.com

4 Winton Square, Basingstoke,
RG21 8EN

Notice Your 
Neighbourhood 
If you spot an issue, please let us 
know and we’ll do our best to help. 

• Graffiti

• Discarded needles

• Fly-tipping

• Litter

• Broken glass

• Dog fouling

• Overflowing bins

• Abandoned vehicles

What can I report? 

43161_0522

You can report the following to Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report or call 01256 844844

• Overhanging vegetation and 
hedges

• Damaged equipment in parks 
and open spaces

• Grass cutting

• Leaf clearing

What3Words app for precise 
locations in emergencies

Being able to give your precise location in an 
emergency can save vital time and lives.

Make sure you’re prepared by downloading the 
free What3Words app so you can help us and 

other emergency services know exactly where the 
emergency is.

You download the free app here:
https://app.what3words.com/emergency-

preparedness

For more information about using What3Words in 
an emergency, please visit: 

https://what3words.com/news/emergency/
three-words-for-a-faster-emergency-response
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The charity provides free emotional support, 
information, and signposting for anyone and  
everyone living with dementia in Hampshire and  
the Isle of  Wight.

Charity Director, Helen Hamblen says, “We know from 
first-hand experience the emotional impact a dementia 
diagnosis has on patients, families, and caregivers. 
Common feelings during this life-changing experience 
can include anxiety, distress, and depression, not just 
for the person that has dementia but for the whole 
family. Families and friends provide most of  the care 
for people with dementia and it is vital that everyone 
living with dementia receives the help and support they 
need to maximise their health and wellbeing.”

According to the Department of  Health there are now 
850,000 people living with dementia in the UK, costing 
the economy around £26.3bn a year. 52% of  people 
in the UK know someone who has dementia. By 2025, 
one million people in the UK will 
have dementia, and this will 
increase to two million by 2050. 
1 in 3 people born this year will 
develop dementia in their lifetime.

Hampshire is one of  the top five UK areas 
with the highest incidence of  dementia, 
with over 24,000 people in the county being 
diagnosed with dementia in 2020. (ARUK)

Dementia Support – Hampshire & IOW provides 
a helpline which is available 8am – 6pm Monday to 
Friday (excluding Public Holidays). Anyone struggling 
with their emotions due to a new diagnosis or because 
they are feeling overwhelmed with their caring 
responsibilities is invited to call and 
chat with a member of  staff  or 
volunteer that will be on hand with 
a listening ear. People can also phone 
if  they are struggling to find information 
about dementia, and pathways for diagnosis, 
treatment, or care, and a website full of  information 
is being launched this week. The website will include 

information about dementia, dementia pathways, 
finance and benefits, memory and living aids, as well as 
details about support groups and social events across 
Hampshire and the Isle of  Wight.

Helen Hamblen says, “Support for people living with 
dementia is hard to find, and at a time when your whole 
world is upside down and you are dealing with the 
emotional impact that dementia brings, the last thing 
you need is to have to search tirelessly for support near 
to where you live. The national charities are great, but 
face-to-face support and local knowledge is what you 
need at times like this. We know how exhausting living 
with dementia can be, that’s why we’ve created this 
charity, to help make things just that little bit easier.” 

“We host our own support and social groups and also 
work with other voluntary organisations across the 
region so that we can provide information about all 
the support and social events available in our local 
communities.”

For more information visit  
www.mydementiasupport.org

New charity to help people living with 
dementia in Hampshire & IOW

Dementia Support – Hampshire & IOW is a new charity that has been set up 
by local people with lived experience, to respond to the needs of  local people 
living with dementia and their family carers.    
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Old Basing Scouts are one of  the oldest Scout Groups in the country and this year 
celebrate their centenary year! 
Having operated for 100 years in Old Basing, they have 
seen many changes and new developments within the 
Scouting World and this reflects the fact that Scouting is a 
‘movement’, a continually growing and adapting  
organisation that welcomes young people from all 
backgrounds and faith groups.

The group has exciting times on the horizon with their long 
awaited new Head Quarters (shared jointly with the Guides) 
finally having received planning permission. They have a 
new Group Scout Leader, Carrie Miller, who is embracing 
the challenge of  overseeing the whole group having 
previously run the Beavers section for a number of  years. 

The group enjoys large numbers of  young people in all 
their Beavers, Cubs and Scout sections and have a healthy 
waiting list of  new members wanting to join. However, 
they are not able to offer places to these local children 
currently as they require more adult team members to 
lend a hand in order for them to expand. Carrie is taking 
on some help from Sophie Edwards in the County team 
to tackle this difficult task of  recruiting new adults to join 
her team. Sophie says “Times are changing in Scouting 

and some of  the old preconceptions people have about 
volunteering with the Scouts no longer apply. Helping 
out can be totally flexible, to fit with your lifestyle and 
you don’t need to have either a child who is currently a 
member or to have been a Scout previously. We  
believe everyone has something to offer.”

When asked what the benefits of  lending a hand at Old 
Basing are, Carrie says ”My teams of  adults all really enjoy 
the social side of  Scouting and they all get to take part in 
all our activities and adventures if  they want to. It is really 
rewarding helping to shape the youngsters in our group but 
we also have administrative tasks that can be taken on if  
somebody would like to help but in a less hands on way”.

If  you or anyone you know would like to get involved and 
find out more about helping out with Old Basing Scouts, 
please contact;

Sophie Edwards 
Growth & Development Officer—Hampshire Scouts 
sophie.edwards@hampshirescouts.org.uk

Local Scout Group Seeks Team Members

Looking for
independent financial
advice you
can trust? 

We’ll help you create, increase, and 
protect your wealth. Our personal 
service is designed to build a shared 
understanding to your wealth 
objectives and to translate these 
ambitions into reality. 

Family Wealth Preservation | Wealth Management

Tax Planning | Protection Planning

Retirement Planning

Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green,
Hartley Wintney, Hampshire

RG27 8PS

To find out more, please call: 

01276 34932

� www.s4financial.co.uk
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Mrs McCarley wanted the children at Old Basing Infant school to mark the 
occasion of  the Queen’s Jubilee with a new permanent art installation.  

Old Basing Infant School Celebrates the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

In 2012, the children made some beautiful felt wall 
coverings and a fantastic digitised portrait of  the 
Queen which both have pride of  place in our library, so 
there was great expectation that this project would also 
have a ‘wow’ factor. 

As Art lead for the school, I was asked to coordinate 
the project and set about researching what might be 
possible. I was asked to ensure that it be a permanent 
installation and that every child in the school should 
be involved. We agreed to work on a mosaic for the 
front entrance and started the design process with 
mosaic artist, Paul Siggins. He has previously worked 
with many schools and uses children’s work in his final 
designs. After many conversations about what theme, 
colours and size of  the final piece, we agreed on a 
nature theme and that the children would get started 
on drawings. Paul was adamant that the design would 
evolve once he had seen the children’s pictures. 

Each of  the nine classes at OBIS is named after a 
woodland animal, so this seemed a good place to start. 
Year 2 children were tasked with drawing each animal, 
Year 1 took responsibility for birds, bees and butterflies 
and Year R were asked to draw trees and flowers. Every 
child produced a drawing and rather than whittle them 
down to what I thought were the best drawings, Paul 
requested that they all get sent to him as he said that in 

his experience, it’s often the quirky pictures that work 
best together. The pictures were sent to Paul’s studio at 
the end of  March. 

I had a few weeks of  waiting before Paul’s design came 
through but it was very exciting to see the children’s 
drawings all together in one design. Paul came into 
school at the beginning of  May and spent three days 
working with the children in small groups so that every 
child could take part. Once completed the mosaic had 
to then be installed – another two days before we could 
finally see the completed design. 

The mosaic is now proudly displayed outside the main 
entrance of  our school and has brought many smiles 
from those that have seen it. It’s been wonderful for 
all of  the children to be involved with this project and 
for them to have experience of  working with a real-
life artist. Tracey McCarley, Headteacher, said, “We 
are delighted with the mosaic which now provides a 
colourful welcome to our school. It is wonderful to 
give children the opportunity to work with real artists 
creating a permanent installation which will be part of  
the school for many years to come.” 

Caroline Tuck
Art Lead, OBIS

With thanks to Paul Siggins 
www.themosaicstudio.co.uk
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Back in the 2020 lockdowns, this area and the Millfield 
became a ‘destination’ with resulting parking issues etc. 
– but people needed access to the outdoors. Use has 
decreased in the last two years but is still high.

Just last year Hampshire County Council carried out 
improvements to the path to the railway bridge to restore 
the banks in a sensitive way.  They left bare earth on the 
banks where they had rebuilt the banks (when asked about 
plants the contractors said the money didn’t stretch to that).  
The expectation was that natural seeding would result in 
plant growth; however this has not happened and in the 
present situation is unlikely to do so.  

Unfortunately, almost as soon as the repairs to the bank was 
completed it began to degrade with water getting into the 
wrong side of  the woven wooden ‘wall’ which was holding 
the bank back, mainly due to young people, children, and 
especially dogs, accessing the water from the banks and 
not the steps.  I have often asked people to use the steps 
and not to break down the banks but this has proved fairly 
pointless with some dog-owners just encouraging their dogs 
to jump off  the banks.  The recent dry and hot weather has 
made things worse and it is now effectively the local beach 
with many people travelling from some distance to bring 
their dogs here.  

This is the worst section – the Basing House side of  
the railway bridge.  The wooden supports have all but 
disappeared and large stones are falling from the bank.

These photos show erosion along the path, partly due to 
people and children digging out stones to throw in the river! 
These photos show erosion along the path, partly due to 
some children digging out stones to throw in the river for 
their dogs!

Continuing along the path between the railway bridge and 
the pub – no repairs were carried out here.

I don’t know what the answer is. HCC has spent a lot of  
money on the work and the repairs have not lasted – we 
can’t expect them to do it again.  I understand the steps are 
not ideal with some dogs being unable to use them and the 
recent very hot weather has made the river very tempting, 
but please, if  you or your dog want a paddle do this 
responsibly and not make the situation worse.  Also – spare 
a thought for the ducks and try not to let your dog frighten 
them – the river is their home!

Thank you.

Cllr Gill Moore

Damage to Footpath along the Loddon 
(Barton’s Mill to Swing Swang Lane bridge)

I must walk this multiple times a week – sometimes every day and am getting 
more and more concerned by the deteriorating situation.  
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The current hot weather doesn’t make us think of  insulating our houses but 
the current threat from rising fuel prices predicted for this winter shows how 
crucial this will be for our community.   

ENERGY CHAMPIONS

The recent heatwave probably wasn’t as bad as 1976 but 
the overwhelming consensus from international scientists 
is that this will become the norm within a relatively short 
timescale and that we must do as much as we can to 
protect the lifestyles of  our grandchildren. We know that 
the polar regions are warming two to five times faster than 
the rest of  the planet (IPCC.ORG) and that sea levels are 
rising as a result at an accelerating rate (NOAA). 

Many areas locally and nationally are looking at what 
might be done to help counter this. Our County and 
Borough Councils are taking action and supporting 
initiatives such as Energy Alton and the Superhomes 
project taking place in Winchester. Our previous 
meeting heard from Sustainable Overton about their 
work. There is a wealth of  knowledge, skills, and 
initiative within our locality, and we hope that residents 
can come together to research how to move forward 
and to initiate action. Perhaps you might consider 
joining us.

On Wednesday 20th July, the Parish Council hosted a 
public meeting to discuss how we can move towards 
using less energy and prevent the release of  carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere from the energy that we 

do use. The current heatwave makes talk of  insulation 
somewhat abstract but this, together with how we 
might heat our homes, including any listed buildings 
in the area without the use of  fossil fuels was the 
subject of  a presentation and something that we 
need to investigate locally. The meeting also heard a 
presentation from Keith Oborn, a Parish Councillor 
from Bramley, that looked at how we can own and 
generate zero carbon electricity within our community 
and give the benefits back to our residents through 
investment and using profits to address fuel poverty. 

Loddon Community Energy is a public benefit 
company, supported by Community Energy South 
(using funds from Hampshire) that is now actively 
looking for suitable sites. Dividend bearing shares in 
the company will be available once a suitable project is 
underway.

Ironically, Lychpit Hall certainly did not requiring 
heating on the evening but around thirty brave souls 
attended and asked questions about what they heard. 
More importantly, several committed to meet and to 
help us move forward. 

Broadly speaking, we discussed:
• The need for energy champions who can run 
 drop-in sessions (an energy café) or possibly visit 
 homes to advise on how best to reduce energy use.
• A centre for local advice to help counter 
 misinformation and the pressure from scammers 
 and chancers on vulnerable residents.
• A group who can investigate best practice in heating
 and retrofitting listed buildings.
• Publicising the urgent need to reduce fossil fuel use 
 and the consequences if  we don’t.
• Researching and publicising grants.
• Supporting a public benefit company that raises 
 money in the community, pays a reliable dividend 
 and uses any further profit to help reduce fuel 
 poverty.
• List of  recommended suppliers.

We will be organising meetings to take this further 
shortly and you will be able to find dates on the Parish 
Council’s website. Please email 
stephen.brown@oldbasing.gov.uk 
if  you would like to be added to our contact list and 
particularly if  you think that you would like to be 
trained as an energy champion. 

Cllr Stephen Brown

Consumption of goods and services 7.31

Food and Diet  4.48

Housing 4.22

Travel 4.06

Waste 0.05

EMISSIONS BREAKDOWN (t CO2e)
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At the time of  writing (early August) we have enjoyed a glorious summer of  tennis 
again at Old Basing Tennis Club, situated on Riley Lane, next to the Recreation 
Ground. 

‘What a summer for tennis it’s been’ 
at Old Basing Tennis Club 

News from Old Basing Bowling Club

We have continued to recruit many first time new bowlers 
and our membership now stands at 103 – the highest for 
many years with the largest cohort of  lady members in 
living memory.

Our club holds the important role of  President 
of  the local Basingstoke and District Bowling 
Association for 2022 – Tom Regan-Atkins has 
hosted a large celebratory Presidents Day at 
the Club and we will also be the host club for 
the local competition finals over two days in 
September.

A pleasing number of  experienced bowlers 
have made good progress in both County and 
National competitions. Of  particular note was the 
pairing of  Yvonne Banister and Anita Christian 
in reaching the Hampshire County finals in July, 
with both now having achieved their prestigious County 
badges.

Local competitions are now at their semi- final stages, 
with Old Basing being represented in eight different local 
semi-finals.

The Club is represented by six different teams in local 
leagues, with two of  these teams being “top” of  their 
individual leagues for the whole season so far.

Social bowling continues to be very popular, 
with well attended “roll ups” on Monday and 
Friday afternoons and Tuesday evenings. A full 
schedule of  weekend friendly matches with 
other clubs from Hampshire and Berkshire is 
also in place.

As the season end draws closer many members 
are into the final stages of  internal club 
competitions, with 14 different Cups to be 
played for.

Next year – 2023 – is the 75th anniversary 
of  Old Basing Bowling Club, with several 
celebratory events being planned for.

We are a friendly club that is clearly “on the up”, so please 
do drop by the Recreation Ground to watch the bowling 
action, have a drink, or enquire about becoming a member! 

Malcolm Christian Chairman, Old Basing Bowling Club

The Bowls Club are now three-quarters of  the way through our summer 
season - it has been a successful one in very many ways.

Yvonne Banister and 
Anita Christian 

being awarded their 
Hampshire County 

Badges

The weather has been hot 
and sunny with virtually 
no rain, perfect for 
playing outside which has 
encouraged several new 
members to join us, which 
is great news.

We’ve had all four courts 
in use on most club nights 

(Tuesdays and Fridays) and at the Sunday morning social 
sessions, as well as league matches, drills and individual 
coaching from our two coaches, Ben Jubin and Steph 
Catlin, and extensive use of  the courts by members 
arranging social games at times of  their choosing.

Our Club Championships is in full swing with Finals 
Day on 10th September, so many members have been 
busily arranging matches throughout the summer to see 
who will make it to the Finals. It’s always a great event to 
come and watch. Good luck to everyone taking part.

We are delighted to report that our Men’s A Team came 
top of  Division One and our Mixed B Team came 
second in Division Three in the Basingstoke Winter 
League for the 2021/22 season. 
Finally, for tennis fans across the 
country, Wimbledon will never be 
quite the same without long time 
BBC Sports presenter Sue Barker 
who retired this year after 30 
years presenting the tournament. 
How lucky we were to have her 
expertise as she was Ladies Singles 
Champion at the French Open in 1976.

If  you think you would like to play tennis at our friendly 
club, with four newly surfaced courts, a club house, 
coaching, and social play, do get in touch. 

Email on obtc.information@gmail.com Or go to our 
website or Facebook page or come along to the club 
to have a chat. Everyone is very welcome whether a 
beginner, improver, match player, or a social member.



Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter |  39
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Saturday 1 October 2022  
7.30pm at The Anvil
Join us for this annual, fantastic evening of entertainment 
as local performers showcase their talents to help raise 
funds for the Mayor’s Charity Appeal.

Book now 01256 844244  |  anvilarts.org.uk 
 

£19. Over 65s and under 16s £15 (includes £3 booking fee). 
All tickets come with a free souvenir programme.




