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H.M. Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee
1952 -2022

Independent Letting Agents Basingstoke

15 years

TO CELEBRATE OUR 15TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY,
WE ARE OFFERING 15% OFF OUR
COMMISSION RATES WITH THIS ADVERT

01256 470411

info@allaspectslettingservices.co.uk
www.allaspectslettingservices.co.uk
Power House 69A,
The Street,
Basingstoke,
RG24 7BY
Award winning lettings agency based in Basingstoke offering a
personalised service tailored to meet individual requirements and budget.
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24/7 Emergency Locksmith
-Locks Opened, Fitted, Repairs & Replaced
-UPVC Specialist
-Safes Opened, Supplied & Fitted
-Commercial & Domestic
-Local Family Business

07990 247 999
Email: info@keaneskeys.co.uk
Web: www.keaneskeys.co.uk

Hampshire’s leading
independent specialists

Volkswagen • Audi • Seat • Skoda
Servicing & Repairs • Genuine parts • MOT
Approved Test Centre

01256 477 411
Providing an outstanding
service for over 20 years
Eastlands Court, Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PL

sjbautotech.co.uk
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From the Chairman
It is a pleasure and an honour but also a
challenge, to be appointed as Chairman of the
Parish Council. My thanks go to Alan Renwick,
former chairman, for his hard work and
dedication over the past three years.
A difficult time given the restrictions imposed
by COVID.
I have been a Parish Councillor for 11 years
and, among other roles, I have been Chairman
of the Parish Planning Committee for 3 years as
well as Vice Chairman since September 2020.
There are several challenges ahead of us, the
most prominent of these being the housing
threat to our Parish, the Loddon Valley, and the
wider Borough of Basingstoke. I am pleased
to have the support of our newly appointed
Vice Chairman, Murray Campbell, who is also
leading the Parish Council response to the Local
Plan update and housing proposals.
As a leading member of SOLVE I was part of
the larger team, including Countrywatch, ably
supported by our Borough Councillors, who
successfully fought off much of the Local Plan
development proposals across the Loddon
Valley.

The Local Plan was made in 2015 and was due to
last until 2029, and yet here we are fighting again.
A Parish Council role is generally limited in
comparison to Borough Councils. However,
we have the added responsibility of ownership
and stewardship of the recreation ground.
Having said that, the clubs using the facilities,
including organisations who hire them, must take
responsibility for their behaviour and that of their
members.
We are in uncertain times, and it is difficult to
strike a positive note, but I am always reminded
of a quote by Harold Macmillan, former Prime
Minister, who, when asked what went wrong,
said- “events dear boy, events”. On the positive
side, things do move on.
Cllr Peter Bloyce
Old Basing and Lychpit Parish Council Chairman.
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SR AUTO
ELECTRICAL LTD

01256 357750 • www.srautoelectrics.co.uk

Electrical & Mechanical • Repairs • Diagnostics • Servicing & More
Including;
• MOT’s (Arranged)
• Parking sensors
• Car audio
• Vehicle keys
• Dash cameras
• Tow bars

Carried out by our factory trained technicians!
All vehicles receive a complimentary vehicle health
check, this includes checking the key components of
your vehicle, including the vehicles tyres, fluid levels,
brakes & suspension as well as your battery & brake
fluid condition and we even top up your screen wash
with additive for free*.
*Any replacement carries an additional charge

Unit D5 Brunswick Place,
Cranbourne Lane,
Basingstoke,
RG21 3NN

10%
discount
for OAPs

BEAMLINE

STEEL

SPECIALISTS IN BUILDER STEEL

FREE ESTIMATES

01256 819785 • 07970 454226
20 years of experience

CROOMBS
ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES
Installations, repairs and maintenance to
industrial, commercial and domestic premises
Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control
Portable Appliance Testing
24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE
www.croombs.co.uk

01256 357923

With over twenty years of
experience in the industry, we are a
fast and efficient steel fabrication
business, based in the local area.
As well as structural steel, we can
also custom make architectural
steelwork, to give your project a
unique, flawless and individual
touch. This includes gates,
balconies, balustrades and
staircases.
Go to www.beamlinesteel.com to
see some examples of our work.
Feel free to contact our Sales team
on 01256 268326 or
sales@beamlinesteel.com to
discuss your requirements
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Parish Notes - SUMMER 2022
At the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 7 May Cllr Alan Renwick stood
down as Chairman and Cllr Peter Bloyce, was elected in his place. Cllr Murray
Campbell will take on the role of Vice-Chairman previously held by Peter.
Councillors and staff would like to thank Alan for his
leadership throughout his 3 years as Chairman, during which
some long-standing issues have been progressed and brought
to a conclusion.
Alan will remain as a member of the Parish Council and will
continue, alongside Peter and Murray, as an active member of
the Planning Response Sub-Committee which is committed
to fighting the threat of further development around the
Parish.

New Borough Councillor

Congratulations to Old Basing Parish Councillor, Kate
Tuck, on her successful election as a Borough Councillor
representing Basing and Upton Grey Ward at the local
elections in May. Kate is a keen environmentalist and will
continue to oppose the threat of further development in and
around the local area.

The Recreation Ground

The Parish Council is aware of the negative comments being
circulated on social media, regarding the Old Basing Rovers

Please support
local businesses
A big thank you goes to all the local
businesses that have advertised and
supported this newsletter thereby
enabling the Parish Council to
produce this quarterly publication at
no cost to our residents.
However, the Parish Council makes
no warranty in relation to the content
of any advertisements placed in the
newsletter and shall have no liability
for any losses in relation thereto.
Furthermore, the Parish Council
makes no endorsements whatsoever
with regard to any advertisements.

Football Club’s use of the Recreation Ground. Whilst not
prepared to retaliate through social media, we wish to state that
over a number of years the Parish Council has done its best to
accommodate the expanding needs of this club, but unfortunately
there is a lot of pressure on use of the grounds which are shared
by various sports, and it is not possible to meet all the club’s
requirements.
Councillors and staff have endeavoured to work with Old Basing
Rovers Football Club, including recently meeting to try and resolve
matters, but it is obvious the relationship has now come under such
strain that, unfortunately, any negotiation has proved impossible.
We are keen to accommodate a variety of sporting facilities for
all, particularly for our junior residents, and hope to be able to
welcome football back in the future.
The Parish Council received a report on this matter at its meeting
on 5th April 2022. A copy of the report can be viewed on the
parish council’s website.

Parish Council
PARISH OFFICE

Sandra Tuck (Clerk)

clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Kate Hope

(Deputy Clerk)
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

COUNCILLORS

Peter Bloyce

Murray Campbell

David Whiter
Old Basing

Kate Tuck
Old Basing

Alan Renwick

(Vice-Chairman,
Planning)
Old Basing

Chairman

Roger Doust
Lychpit

Steve Brown
Lychpit

Old Basing

Charlie Butfoy
Old Basing

Sheena Grassi
Lychpit

John Robinson
Old Basing

Gillian Moore
Lychpit
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cnn electrical ltd
Keeping it current

First class electrical services in Basingstoke &
surrounding areas
Fully Insured & Qualiﬁed Electricians
Outstanding customer service
All electricians have level 3 testing & inspection certiﬁcates & 18th edition certiﬁed
Polite, respectful and ensuring a prompt,
reliable service
Gold card electricians and guarantee a
gold standard ﬁnish
Present this advert for 10% oﬀ!
Call us today for a FREE consultation
01256 518322 | 07399 294337
enquiries@cnnelectrical.co.uk
www.cnnelectrical.co.uk
Unit 7 Devonshire Business Park, Basingstoke, RG21 6XN
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Annual Parish Assembly
A Talk on Chalk Streams

We were treated to the most engaging gallop
through everything you ever wanted to know about
chalk streams – but were afraid to ask! This was
the hot topic at the Old Basing & Lychpit Parish
Assembly this month when Simon Cooper, author
of numerous books on chalk streams came to talk
to us. We covered geography and geology - La Seine
is the most southerly chalk stream (yes, the one that
flows through Paris) and past the champagne region.
I feel a chalk stream and champagne evening coming
on! We heard of the regular maintenance required to
keep your stream in best of health and the historic,
annual, controlled flooding of water meadows by the
‘Drowners’. This allowed crops to grow earlier in the
season owing to the constant 10 degrees C of the
water washing over the grass, thus enabling sheep to
graze earlier in the year.

One of the biggest commuters on the river are
the eels born in the Sargasso Sea; they migrate to
the UK, swim up the river and crawl onto the land
where they live in the mud for ten years. They then
wriggle back into the river, head back to their birth
place, mate, and pop their clogs! Do let us know if
you spot one. Questions followed including about
river restoration projects particularly where a river
has been confined to a concrete corridor. Simon
described restoring these to a more natural state as:
“Not difficult, not expensive, it just takes a bit of
vision”. I’ll have some of that!

A great talk delivered with panache – thank you.
Simon Cooper is author of Life of a Chalk Stream
and The Otters’ Tale and other books.
See www.fishingbreaks.co.uk for more
information.
Inevitably he raised the problem of the threats
to these remarkable habitats from: pesticides;
fertilisers; nitrates and phosphates (including those in
domestic products such as washing powders); slurry;
abstraction; sewage pollution; and housing which all
combine to devastate the ecology of the river and it’s
inhabitants.

Cllr Kate Tuck

41917 jpr_WC advert A5L 23/11/2021 09:43 Page 1
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We can help with...
• Property and Commercial transactions
• All housing matters/landlord and tenant
• Divorce, Separation and Family
• Wills, Probate and Powers of Attorney
• Dispute resolution and Employment
Contact us 01256 322911
www.wills-chandler.co.uk
76 Bounty Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 3BZ

Contracted with the Legal Aid Agency

Award
winning care
homes
Our highly trained care home teams
are specialists in residential, nursing,
dementia and respite care. With some
of the highest care ratings in the UK,
we’re here to help you and your family
at every step of your journey.
If you’re considering care, call
Leahanne on 01256 809689 or email
leahanne.wilkinson@careuk.com

Trusted to care.

Rated

9.6

out of 10 on
carehome.co.uk

Dashwood Manor care home
Basingstoke
careuk.com/dashwood-manor
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Old Basing WI

Old Basing WI has been busy in the first few months of the year.
Although January saw the re-introduction of some
COVID restrictions which meant we had to postpone
our post-Christmas meal,
we nevertheless held our
February meeting in the
Parish Rooms with a very
entertaining session by
local lady Jackie Dimmock,
telling us about her time in
the Police. Jackie brought
with her an impressive display
Jackie Dimmock
of patchwork which she used
to great effect to illustrate her talk. We are all looking
forward to Jackie retuning later in the year for the
second part of her talk.
Another local speaker, Ryland Lee, returned in March
to speak to us about St Michael’s Hospice and Jack’s
Place. It was lovely to meet Ryland in person as his
previous talk last year had to be done on Zoom.
Ryland shared the message that Naomi House and
Jack’s Place are joyous places where our young people
with life-limiting conditions,
together with their families, can
have a break and take part in some
wonderful activities.
Our monthly Craft Group
continued to meet to make
Kumihimo braids which was great
fun. In March some Members of
Kumihimo Braids
the Craft Group met at Whitchurch
Silk Mill for lunch, followed by a viewing of the
fantastic work of the Basingstoke Creative Stitchers.
Our rescheduled meal at the Bolton Arms took place in
March and was attended and enjoyed by 18 Members.
Our final event of the month was a trip to see Kinky
Boots performed by B.A.O.S. at the Haymarket which
was a great night out.
Our final event of the 2021/2 year
was our Tiara and Crown Tea party
to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. 30 Members attended and
were encouraged to make and wear
a home-made
Ladies
Crown or Tiara.
The Committee
provided cakes and sandwiches and
we toasted the Queen with a glass of
bubbly. There was also an informative
and educational quiz placed around
the room, for anyone who wished to take part.
Members were given a commemorative pin badge and
a hand decorated cup-cake made by local lady “Clare’s
Cakes” to take home with them.

To honour The Queen’s longstanding relationship with
the WI, and as President of Sandringham WI, Norfolk
Federation, WI members are being asked to knit a corgi
named WInnie and hide her in their local community as
a fun surprise for others to find and keep. Members are
encouraged to make as many WInnies as they wish and
leave them in parks, on walking trails, in community
centres, meeting halls or libraries, on bridges, benches
or beaches – anywhere in the country in fact so that
the finders can pay the WI
love forward and cheer up
someone’s day. The lucky
recipients will be able to
log their find and a picture
on an interactive map
on the NFWI website,
1 lucky winner will be
Made up
selected at random to win
a special prize.
I can report that at least two cute Corgi dogs will be
released into the wild in Old Basing and Lychpit at the
beginning of May to be found by the unsuspecting
public, so if you have grandchildren/great grand
children/neighbours at a loose end, do encourage to
go and look for them! And if anyone finds one, then
please encourage them to go on-line and “register”
their find to be in with a chance to win a prize.
Looking forward, Old Basing WI are holding another
one of our popular Summer sales of makes, bakes,
craft items and jams and preserves on Saturday 11th
June at the Beddington Centre. Doors open 11am.
We will be joined by your Village Show Committee
who will be holding a plant sale to raise the funds
needed to put on your Village Show on September
4th. Please put a reminder in your diary and come
along and support your local WI and pick up a homemade bargain or some plants at the same time.
Later in the month we will be supporting the St Mary’s
Flower festival 25th-26th June with our outdoor stall
depicting 70 Glorious Years of the Queen’s reign. If
you are thinking about joining our long-running and
popular group then call at our stall for a chat.
The Old Basing WI has plenty of things planned for
the rest of 2022 including a skittles event, a quiz, and
our annual garden party as well as some interesting
speakers lined up for our monthly meetings.
If you would like to find our more then please contact
our President Sue Stewart on
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk
or on Tel: 359943
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Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

professional la

Groceries – Quality Fresh Produce – Snack Foods – Soft Drinks
Tobacco Products – Toiletries – Newspapers – Magazines

wn c a r e

We also deliver
newspapers to your home
with our daily paper round
T: 01256 464020
E: oldbasingshop@gmail.com

Certificate Number 8302
ISO 9001
ISO 14001

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

X

@Oldbasingvillageshop

ASK FOR A

FREE
LAWN

based in Basingstoke

ANALYSIS

Call for a FREE no obligation quotation

0800 32 65 013 www.lawnmaster.co.uk
Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777
and we will call you.

Professional Plumbing & Heating in Basingstoke and surrounding areas.

 Boiler Installation
 Power Flushing
 Service & Maintenance  General Plumbing
Tel: 07825 758511 | Email: sfbheating@gmail.com

www.sfbplumbingandheating.com
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Blue Lamp Trust launches new cyber-crime advisory service
to Hampshire and Isle of Wight’s most vulnerable residents
Hampshire Constabulary wanted to share an update with you from our partners,
The Blue Lamp Trust, of which our Chief Constable Olivia Pinkney is a Trustee.

Hampshire Constabulary wanted to share an update with
you from our partners, The Blue Lamp Trust, of which
our Chief Constable Olivia Pinkney is a Trustee.

While you may already be aware of, or indeed used, their
Bobby Scheme service – which provides free home security
visits, long-life smoke alarms and advice to vulnerable
residents in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, particularly
the elderly and victims of burglary and domestic
abuse – they have launched; Cyber Bobby.
This is a brand-new scheme from the Blue Lamp
Trust – which is seek to help protect people from
becoming victims of cyber-crime.
The scheme, much-like the Bobby Scheme,
provides home visits, giving advice and guidance
about basic IT security.
Our police vetted advisors offer FREE home visit
to residents of Hampshire who are:
• Over 65 years old
• Disabled (over 18)
• Previous victim of cyber crime

They will discuss and advise local residents on:
• What is cyber-crime
• Cyber and scam prevention advice
• How to check privacy settings
• Signposting to other advice and resources
• How to report issues
• How to recognise scam emails and text messages
All of the Blue Lamp Trust advisors are police
vetted and carry ID cards to reassure local
residents that they are genuine – and please
remember, they will not be offended if you ask to
see their ID to validate their identity.
If you, or anybody you know, is eligible (based on
the criteria above) and would benefit from a Cyber
Bobby referral, please enquire via the Blue Lamp
Trust website at
www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/cyber-bobby
Alternatively, you can make an enquiry
by calling the Blue Lamp Trust directly on
0300 777 0157

Citizens Advice Basingstoke
Your payment card was used without your
permission - distance sales

A distance sale is when you buy something without face-toface contact. For example, shopping by internet, television,
mail order, phone or fax.

Do you know who used your card?

Is it possible that a family member used your card without
your permission? In the world of card fraud, this can be
quite common. If it was a family member who used your
card, think carefully before you take any action with your
bank. They may get the police involved.

Contact your bank immediately

If the unauthorised payment was taken from your bank
account for a purchase over the internet, by telephone, TV
or teletext, you may have a right to get your money back.
Usually, the bank will have a team of investigators who look
into it for you. If you claim the use of the card was not
authorised by you, it is for your bank to prove otherwise.
The bank may be able to cancel the payment or put the
money back into your account.
If your card provider will not give you your money back,
report them to Trading Standards.

When you can’t get your money back

There are certain distance sale contracts that are not covered
by the law. You would not automatically have the right to
your money back if the fraudulent purchase was made for
the following:

• financial services, for example, insurance and banking
• sale of land or buildings except for certain rental agreements
• sale of land plus construction of buildings (a contract to
construct when the land is already owned by the consumer
would be covered)
• rental agreements of 3 years or more (one year or more in
Scotland)
• purchases from vending machines or automated
commercial premises
• the use of a telecommunications operator through a public
payphone
• auctions, including internet auctions, unless a ‘buy now’
option is chosen and you bought from a business trader
If your card has been used fraudulently for buying goods
or services listed above, you should still contact your bank.
They will probably investigate for you but you may not be
able to get your money back.
If you have been a victim of fraud, you can contact Action
Fraud, who offer advice, guidance and support for victims of
fraud. You can contact them on telephone 0300 123 2040
If you have a problem, please contact us to see how we can
help. Call us on 0300 3309 064
Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us
Website: www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
Or search on the National Citizens advice website
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

829
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THINKING ABOUT
SECURITY?
WHY NOT CALL

CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family
owned & run security systems installation
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and
maintain alarms for both residential & commercial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security
products to the highest industry standards. We
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete
peace of mind.
Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub
contractors, plus you own your system so...

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472

8/20/10

12:51 PM

NO monthly fees!
Find us at www.careguard.co.uk

Page 7

JONATHAN WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with traditional high standards
• Providing a caring, dedicated and professional service
24 hours a day, 365 days a year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our family caring for your family

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603 (24hrs)
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Have you ever thought...

How many things in the village only function because of volunteers?
Our lovely Friday village cafe only happens because of
the volunteer bakers, sellers, and washer-uppers. The
Conservation area by the Churchyard is only there because
more than 25 years ago a group of parishioners took it on
and have managed it for wildlife and for people to enjoy.
We would not have a village hall if 40 years ago some
dedicated people had not raised money, found the land,
built the hall literally with their own hands and many of
those same people are still on the committee and involved
in running it There is the the Millfield Conservation
Group who work hard to manage the area and stop the
bushes taking over; if you have ever stopped to read
their notice board you will have been astonished at the
variety of wildlife it attracts, while providing recreational
space for adults, children and especially dogs. Some of
the many other volunteering activities in Basingstoke such as
Neighbourcare befriend the housebound, who run people
who to medical appointments and essential shopping
trips; Hampshire libraries organise volunteers to
deliver library books to the housebound once
a month. The gardens at Basing House only
get maintained by 5 dedicated gardeners and
we need more and more ‘front of house’
people to help out. There must be
many other organisations dependent on
volunteers, and we must not forget the
tremendous effort volunteers have made
helping to get the vaccinations done.
Unfortunately, the Carnival will not take
place because of lack of numbers prepared to
be on the committee and others to help on the day.
Inevitably some of the people who got something off
the ground 20,30,40 years ago are now not as young and
vigorous as they were. Old Basing Village Hall really needs
some more people on the committee.

Volunteering is rewarding. You get to meet people; its
often sociable. At the Churchyard group we have a coffee
break and cakes and a natter. And you do feel good about
contributing. PLEASE could you consider if there is
anything you could get involved in? I know it is difficult and
I could not have done anything while I worked full time.
However, it doesn’t need to be onerous - many activities
only take a couple of hours or so a month. There are some
things that simply will not happen without more people
stepping forward, sadly. SO, have a think and find out how
you can do your bit. PLEASE
Gill Moore
p.s. Some of the things I mention here I am involved in so
if you want more information contact me at
gillian.moore@oldbasing.gov.uk
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WE WON’T BE BEATEN ON

Price

Alligator Heating and Cooling Ltd Andover Down Farm, Andover, Hampshire SP116LJ Registered no: 13888915 registered in England
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Old Basing’s Infant School
This year at Old Basing Infant School we decided
that, after two years of COVID disruptions, we
needed to reinvigorate our campaign to look after
our bees and our environment.
The Autumn term began with an extremely good
honey harvest which produced 117 jars of honey that
was sold very quickly to our parent community.
We have a new group of children about to start
beekeeping duties and our hives are starting to build
up nicely. The children have learnt about pollination
and the importance of bees for our wildlife, food
production and for the environment as a whole.

The bees are looking healthy and are obviously happy
with the flowers, crops and plants they can visit in
our community. That said, in order to increase the
awareness of our children to the importance of
wildflowers each child has been given a packet of
wildflower seeds to plant to support this process
further. We are looking forward to seeing the pictures
as they grow.

During the Easter holiday the
children were encouraged to take
part in a litter pick of their street
and or local area. We were amazed
at how many families took part
and at the amount of rubbish the
children collected from their litter
pick to recycle. The children shared
the photographs of their litter pick and received a
certificate in assembly for their efforts to look after
their local environment.
In the second half of the summer term we hope
that our family day in June will bring us further
opportunities to explore our campaign to ‘Bee part of
the solution’. We hope that our children will be able to
be part of ensuring that the future local community
continues to thrive and be environmentally sustainable.
Sonia Denning
Deputy Headteacher
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Are you looking for a
loving, caring and safe
home for your loved
one? Or do you know
someone who is?
We currently have rooms available
at Heatherside! AND to make things
easier we are currently offering one
week free, if you book a 3 week trial.
Contact our home to speak to our
dedicated management team who
will be happy to answer all your
questions and queries.

01256 762 233

heatherside@pearlcare.co.uk

y
Surre
&
e
hir
ing
erks
B
,
scap
e
d
r
i
n
h
a
ps
eL
Ham
rivat
g
P
n
i
&
r
Cove mercial
ing
:
Com
| Pav
ICES

SERV Decking f
r
|
cing heds | Tu
n
e
F
&S
gn |
Desi Pergola

Please Contact

01256 592952

Email: info@agllandscapes.co.uk
Web: www.agllandscapes.co.uk
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Old Basing Village Nursery School
Old Basing Village Nursery School and St. Mary’s Church, Old Basing,
would like to introduce ‘Tea and Tots Toddlers’ at the Parish Room.
As many readers will be aware, the Covid 19 pandemic
brought challenge upon challenge within the world of
parenting and in the early years.
Many local community, voluntary
services and baby clinics who
had served the community for
decades were forced to close -with
some remaining closed to this
day. The impact was felt heavily
amongst toddler groups who were
forced to initially close their doors
and then re-open with heavily
restricted numbers. Many parents
with newborn babies or pre-schoolers were left without the
opportunity to meet others or to mix socially and some were
left feeling very isolated.

St.Mary’s Parish Room has been home to Lynsey’s Little
Stars since 2017 and the group became a weekly retreat for
me when I was then caring for children in my own home
as a childminder. Sadly, Lynsey took the difficult decision
to close her Little Stars group before Easter so it seemed
an ideal time to relaunch Tea and Tots to a Wednesday
morning. With the support of St.Mary’s Church, we hope
to offer our parents and carers a warm welcome, a space for
toddlers to play
and the treat of a hot cup of tea (which many will recall are
few and far between when you have a little one around!).

It is our hope that Tea and
Tots will evolve into a much
valued service to the Old Basing and Lychpit community
- if you would like more information, please feel free to
email oldbasingvillagenurseryschool@gmail.com or
contact us via the Tea and Tots Facebook Page. If you are
a breastfeeding support worker, health visitor or similar
professional in early years who might like to reach out to our
local group please do feel free to get in touch.
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Tea and Tots Toddlers was born initially out of a desire
to provide a temporary venue for a social meet-up during
lockdown. The weekly session proved very popular and
operated throughout the spring in parallel to the nursery
school sessions at the village hall. The group provided
an addition to other well-established local groups. Once
restrictions on numbers returned to normal and our nursery
numbers balanced out again we closed Tea and Tots feeling
fulfilled that it had served its purpose. However, what
we didn’t anticipate was that the Facebook group would
continue to attract new members and enquiries from local
parents searching for a group. It soon became obvious
that another toddler group in the parish would be warmly
welcomed.

We welcome parents, carers and childminders with children
aged 0-5 on a Wednesday from 10am until 11.30 and serve
tea, coffee and snacks. Our experienced nursery school
practitioners will run story and song time as well as hosting
themed ‘tuff tray’ activities - introducing little ones to new
experiences and supporting them
to develop new skills. There will
always be a spare pair of hands
to mind a baby or rock a pram!
Entry is £3.00 per family group
and includes refreshments.
Nappy changing facilities are
available as well as plenty of
room for buggies.
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Phone 01843 636188
Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk

www.carematchuk.co.uk
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HGM are a highly rated, family run business
which offers a variety of services including;
• Regular Garden Maintenance
• Jet washing
• One off clean ups
• Hedge cutting
• Turfing
Available for domestic and commercial jobs.
Contact us today to book your free quote
hallettgardens@gmail.com
www.hallettgardens.com
07818 844817
@hallettsgardenmaintenance

Retirement Planning

Protection

Tax Planning

Estate Planning

Mortgages

Wills

Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent
financial advisers specialising in providing
advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement planning, managing risk,
tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash
Flow modelling.
If you are interested in becoming a client or
you would like to learn more about our
services, then we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk
www.s4financial.co.uk
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS
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County Councillor Report
Cllr. Elaine Still

Having discussed at length with your committed local Borough and Parish
Councillors to explore the potential for the Loddon Valley catchment area to
become part of a Local Nature Recovery Network I have requested The Loddon
Valley catchment area becomes part of the local nature Recovery Network.
The Environment Act introduced a requirement for Local
Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) for England to be
prepared and published by “Responsible Authorities.” The
Strategies will provide the foundation of a national Nature
Recovery Network, identify the opportunities and priorities
for enhancing biodiversity, and support wider objectives
such as mitigating or adapting to climate change in an area.
The strategies will have a key role in the land use planning
system and be an important source of evidence for local
planning authorities to use in the preparation of their Local
Plans. They are also intended to support the delivery of wider
environmental objectives and each Strategy will map specific
opportunities for taking priority action for nature recovery and
the use of “nature-based solutions.”
The County Council is already committed to this way of working.
For example, we are a member of the Hampshire and Isle of
Wight Local Nature Partnership (LNP) whose aims include
creating bigger, better and more joined up places for nature in
line with the vision and recommendations of Sir John Lawton’s
Making Space for Nature and meet regularly with ecologists
from the local planning authorities. Indeed, officers from the
County Council and the Hampshire Biodiversity Information
Centre (HBIC), which is hosted by the County Council, recently
met with members of the Natural Environment Team at
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to explore areas of
common interest including climate change, biodiversity and
the Environment Act. The officers will be meeting again to
continue these discussions and it’s expected that the preparation
of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, and building on
existing successful initiatives, will be an important part of
future conversations. One of those successes, and a significant
advantage in developing the Strategy, will be the detailed
Ecological Network Map for Hampshire prepared by HBIC on
behalf of the LNP.
Protecting and enhancing the natural environment is of the
highest importance to the County Council. Our commitment
can be traced back over a number of years and through
numerous initiatives. It is also a fundamental part of our work
to tackle climate change in Hampshire.

Facts and Figures

Hampshire’s population is 1,389,200 (2020) the third most
populous county in England (85% is rural and 15% urban).
Hampshire CC maintains 5400 miles of roads, 4300 miles
pavements, 150,000 streetlights, 474 maintained schools for
138,000 pupils, 52 academy schools for 38,000 pupils, 10
residential homes for children and young people, 18 Older
Persons Care Homes, 24 Cllr Jan Warwick Household Waste
Centres and 5 Country Parks. 4.8 million books, e-books and

magazines are loaned each year. The proportion of household
waste sent to landfill has decreased since 2011/12 (from 8%
to 4%). 96% of all Hampshire waste is either recycled, reused,
composted or sent for energy recovery. The waste sent to energy
recovery produces sufficient energy to power 50,000 homes.
Budget HCC approves £2.4 billion spending on local services
in 2022/2023. Plans for the next financial year focus on the
county’s ongoing work following the pandemic, support for
vulnerable children and adults, investment in Hampshire’s roads
and infrastructure to support economic recovery, as well as climate
change mitigation.
The annual council tax charge for a Band D property will be
£1,390.86 – an increase of £0.78 per week, equating to 2.99%,
of which 1% is for adults’ social care. The budget includes
£556.2 million of capital expenditure over the next three years
to boost jobs, the quality of the environment and to tackle
climate change.

The proposed capital programme includes:
· £109 million in new and extended school buildings to

ensure there is a school place for every child in Hampshire

· £136 million for structural maintenance and

improvement of roads and bridges in Hampshire
over the next three years
· £109 million for integrated transport schemes including
over £50 million specifically focused on walking and cycling
improvements
· £95 million for major improvement of school and
other County Council buildings and land holdings
over the next three years following the £33 million
for decarbonisation schemes covering solar PV, single
to double glazing window replacements, transition
from oil to gas and the implementation of heating
controls that took place in 2021-2022

Climate Change

Hampshire County Council has been taking active steps to
ensure Hampshire is resilient to the impacts of a 2% rise in
average temperature and in mitigating further changes through
carbon reduction measures. HCC’s own emissions have reduced
by more than 43%, with more than a 50% reduction by 2025
and carbon neutrality by 2050.
www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/
environment/climatechange

Councillor Grants

This year I have supported a wide range of local causes across
the Division with grants amounting to £8000.
I am pleased to report a section of Milkingpen Lane has
successfully been reserviced and the yellow lines reinstated.
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www.srhallltd.co.uk

S R Hall Ltd

Building, Plumbing & Heating Contractors

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations
Boiler installation, service and repair
Central heating servicing
Hot water cylinder replacement
We now offer a
24 hour call out
service

enquiries@srhallltd.co.uk

Memorial & Bench Plaques
Corporate Awards & Signs
Trophy Engraver & Supplier
Crystal & Glassware
Gifts for all Occasions
Jewellery Personalised

01256 474009

www.jeanettesengraving.co.uk
sales@jeanettesengravers.co.uk
16 Viables Craft Centre, Harrow Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG22 4BJ

Panels
Reclaimed Sleepers
Trellis
Softwood Sleepers
Concrete Post
Oaks Sleepers
Closeboard Panels
Decking
Sharp Sand
10mm Gravel
Building Sand
20mm Gravel
Ballast
Decorative Stone
Scalping

Fencing
Fitting Service
Free Estimates

Rolawn Turf
Top Soil
Landscape Bark
Natural Sandstone
Paving Slabs
Block Paving
Grano Dust

Natural Sandstone
Large Stocks on site
Display Area
Delivery Service Available

01256 762739
www.bmfencing.co.uk

enquiries@bmfencing.co.uk

Full design services
Planning applications for
new houses and extensions

Applications for Listed Building
Consent
Building Regulations submissions

Andrew Steeden MRICS
Chartered Building Surveyor

07393 025574

Hand, Machine & Glass Engraving Service.

Mon-Fri
7.45am – 5pm

Architectural Design Services Planning Consultants

Reading Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9DB

Telephone:
andy.yorkassociates@gmail.com
www.yorkassociates.org
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Meeting & Party Venues in Old Basing & Lychpit

Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all
types of parties and meetings and other group events. For information or to enquire about
availability please contact the individual venues as shown below.

Lychpit Community Hall and Old Basing
Pavilion Tea Room

Old Basing Royal British Legion

Email deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
A calendar showing regular events and hall availability for parties
can be found on the Parish Council’s website
www.oldbasing.gov.uk
01256 462847

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor,
available for all types of gatherings such as weddings, funeral
wakes, children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity
120. Also available are two board/meeting rooms each with tea
and coffee making facilities and wifi. socialclubentertainments@
gmail.com or 01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Old Basing Village Hall & Frank Goddard Room

Parish Meeting Room

If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Heulwen Norfolk on 07544 289932 or
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

The Beddington Centre

For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx. 50.
Cat via email beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

Old Basing Cricket Club

Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people.
John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable
for groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note: limited
parking.
Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Basing House

Great Barn – Walled Garden – Courtyard – Learning/Community
Room. For more information please visit our website
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basinghouseorg.uk Alternatively
please contact us at Basing House on 01256 463965 during
opening times.

THE WRIGHT ROOF!
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ARTIFICIAL GRASS FOR EVERYONE
Home Owners, Urban Spaces, Play Areas, Public Spaces, Schools & Trade

We are an oﬃcial artiﬁcial grass ﬁtter & trade
service partner for Royal Grass.

Based in Hampshire, we provide
full landscaping services from
artiﬁcial grass / patios / decking
/ fencing to sheds and garden
buildings.

Please call for a free quote.
Tel: 01256 242425
Mob: 07582 881180
www.lawnlogic.co.uk

Plumbing & Heating
All Aspects of Gas, Plumbing
& Heating Works Undertaken
Kitchen & Bathroom Installations
Free Quotations

Showroom & Office

32 Oakley Lane
Oakley
RG23 7JY
01256 782410 / 07968 808454
info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk
www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

96519
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Answers on page 26

26 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter

INDOOR & OUTDOOR
CAR BOOT SALE
Sunday 26th June 2022, 10.30-1pm
Old Basing Village Hall, RG24 7DA

Children’s Corner Answers
Summer Word Search

R
A P R K
K
K R P A

KP
R
P A K
P A
R
K P
A

Come along and grab yourself a
bargain!
£1 ENTRY for adults, children go free
REFRESHMENTS & TOILET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

13

Certified
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Bramley Builders
can do this for you:
Friendly, Independent, Family Run
Business with many years’
experience in the water
softening industry.
Services We Offer:
 Sales
 Servicing & Repairs
 Installation
 Taps
 Filters
 Salt

• Extensions / Conversions
• New Roofs / Roof Repairs
• All Brickwork & Groundwork
• Period Property Restoration
• Repointing / Rendering

• Driveways
• Plastering
• Block Paving
• Concreting
• Maintenance

Email: bramleybuilders@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile: 07733 448980
www.bramleybuilders.com
Insurance work undertaken

Tel: 01256 770374
info@overtonbathrooms.co.uk
@overtonbathrooms
www:overtonbathrooms.co.uk

BATHROOMS

PLUMBING

SALES

SHOWROOMS

INSTALLATION

With over 30 years of experience Overton Bathroom Centre,
can be relied upon to offer extensive product knowledge &

Get in touch with us today to get a free quotation
Tel: 01256 959635 / 07920 096588
Email: info@softfx.co.uk
Website: www.softfx.co.uk

TREE & HEDGE CARE
SERVICES

installation expertise. We pride ourselves on our customer service
and provide 'Supply Only' or 'Supply & Installation' to meet
your requirements. Please get in touch to discuss your needs!
Overton Bathroom Centre Ltd - 4 High Street Overton Hants RG25 3HA

Funeral Directors

Professional, friendly tree care from
qualified and insured Arborists.

● Tree Removal
● Tree Pruning
● Crown Reduction &
Shaping
● Stump Grinding

For a free
consultation
or advice
contact us:

●
●
●
●

treeoflifearb@gmail.com

www.treeoflifearb.com

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation
380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

Deadwood Removal
Tree Planting
Hedge Trimming
Wood Chipping

07810 742906
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01256 323165
7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

Trading
Standards
approved

IST
LOR
F
E
O N SIT

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

01256 355556

www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

classified
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Don’t bin it…ﬁx it!
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Basingstoke Service Centre

Your local domestic appliance specialists
Repairs to most makes of Electric Cookers,
Ovens, Hobs, Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers

01256 357640
www.basingstokeservicecentre.com
16 Winchester Street · Basingstoke · RG21 7DZ
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Advertise in our new
c l a s s i f i e d section for
£53+VAT for 3 months.
Please call
01843 523030

News from Old Basing Bowls Club

The outdoor bowls season has started for Old Basing Bowls Club, with
numerous matches and friendlies in the diary until mid-September.
During the winter closed season members have kept in
touch regularly via a range of social events held in the
clubhouse, whilst our awards evening and dinner in
November saw over thirty members
receiving cups, trophies and plaques
to acknowledge successes in 2021.
Two busy Open days were held
at the start of this season to
attract new members and to give
potential new bowlers the chance
to sign up for coaching and
advice. The Club now has nearly
80 active members and participates
in competitions and leagues at local,
county and national level.
We are pleased to have a positive and
supportive relationship with the Parish
Council, and also hope to widen our work with
the local community – for example hosting training for
the Village defibrillator and providing bowls activities for
young people. Our wider work also saw two members
officiating at the Disability Bowls Munro Cup events in
Cardiff at the end of April.

We recently participated in the national Bowls Big
Weekend at the end of May, where we provided free
bowls based fun activities and hospitality to promote
our support.
Malcolm Christian
Chairman
Old Basing Bowls Club
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Rotary Round-up Month
Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of men and women, all living
locally, to promote and help those less fortunate than themselves.
Basinstoke Festival of Transport

Sunday 8th May 2022

The sun brought the crowds to the War Memorial
Park for the 31st Festival of Transport organised
by Basingstoke Deane Rotary and sponsored by
Basingstoke Deane Borough Council. We welcomed a
record breaking 20,000 visitors at this free event to see
a wide range of transport on show - Pre War Cars, Post
War Cars, Commercial Vehicles, Tractors, Stationary
Engines, Motor Bikes and Car Clubs.

The Pink Place & Blue Space
Cancer Charity

Entertaining the crowd and raising funds with their
Human Fruit Machine. Top Banana!

Save the Date

Basingstoke Deane Rotarians will be ‘hands on’ at the
following local charity events: -

Rotary pledged to donate a minimum of £2,000 from
the parking fee at this event to Ukraine Disaster Relief!
Proceeds from the Festival will go to mainly local and a
few national and international charities.

** CALLING ALL GOLFERS **
The Pink Place & Blue Space Cancer Charity, a local
charity providing FREE support & wellbeing services to
adults affected by cancer is holding a
Charity Golf Day 17th JUNE 2022
Hosted by Weybrook Park Golf Club, Basingstoke. The
course standards are now so high that they were finalists
for ‘Club of the Year’ at ‘England Golf Awards 2022’
and so promises a good days golf with your friends
whilst raising much needed funds for the important work
the charity does.
To book email events@thepinkplace.org.uk
or tel 07899 970841
SPOTLIGHT UK FAMILY DAY.
Popley Fields Saturday 18th June

Cup for ‘Best car in Show’ presented by the Mayor to Paul Brazier for his 1961
Rolls Royce Silver Cloud ll

Amongst the stalls were
some of the charities we
support, enabling them
to raise awareness of the
work they do and also to
raise much needed funds.

The Basingstoke Disability Forum

THE ARK RIDERS
The Ark Riders they have raised funds for The Ark
Cancer Centre Charity and other Charities. Their
fundraising has continued and this year sees them riding
‘TO BATH AND BACK’
11th - 12th June 2022, 160 miles over two days,
Riding to raise funds for The Camrose Centre, for
homeless & vulnerably housed in Basingstoke
To donate www.justgiving.com/team/bathandback
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The National Garden Scheme
- In Hampshire
I just took the time to see what I had commented on in Summer 2021.
a) You can now turn up and not have to book tickets…
b) The booklet is a slimmed down version to cut costs…
I’m pleased to report that you can turn up at a any of our
gardens, without booking (unless they are By Arrangement only)
Our booklet is back to a more normal format ( with advertisers
and photo’s - the adverts pay the cost of producing the booklet)
Sadly your local ‘go to’ garden centre in Old Basing feel they
cannot stock the NGS booklet, but all is not lost, as the current
2022 booklet can be viewed online at:
www.issuu.com/levelcreative/docs/hamps_2022_flip_
book
Meanwhile Dame Mary Berry, President
of the National Garden Scheme,
launches the Great British Garden Party
for the third year.
Dame Mary said: “As President of the
wonderful NGS, I am delighted to invite
you to join me in hosting a Great British
Garden Party this year. It doesn’t matter
whether your garden is large or small,
tidy or untidy why not join in and help
raise funds for vital nursing, caring and health charities. To read
more about the Great British Garden Party simple go onto the
NGS website ngs.org.uk and click on the link for Mary Berry.
If hosting a Party is not your thing, you could always support
some of the stunning NGS gardens in your area.

Just up the road…
SEARLES LANE GARDENS
(near Hook House Hotel) RG27 9EQ
Main Parking: off Papermill Avenue
RG27 9QU
www.findagarden.ngs.org.uk/
garden/42289/searles-lanegardens
Opening: Fri, Sat & Sun 24th, 25th & 26th June from 2pm to
5pm. Pre-booking available on the website. OR just turn up on
the day. Combined Admission: £6.50
Card Payment available. Refreshments: Homemade Teas,
available at both gardens. (Gluten Free option available)
The main access will be via Papermill Avenue, (RG27 9QU)
where parking will be available in the area designated for a
future Community Centre. Just follow the yellow arrows to
the entrance. We are very grateful to Hook Parish Council for
allowing us to use this area for parking. From there it is a short
walk to Whitewater Meadow footpath and access via the gate
into Maple Cottage, and thence into Cherry Tree Barn.
For pedestrians and disabled visitors there is access via Searles
Lane. There is some parking here for disabled visitors only, but
it is limited.
After a very successful 2021 we are back with a few new things
to see: Maple Cottage is a ½ acre cottage style garden with
herbaceous borders, vegetable plots and a tiny, but very active
wildlife pond surrounded by hostas, astilbe, sarracenia. The frogs
and hedgehogs do a good job on the slugs!

The neighbouring 1 acre contemporary garden at Cherry Tree
Barn is just 3 yrs old, the front just a couple of years. The area
around the thatched barn has been planted with grasses, iris, salvia,
euphorbia, phlomis and knautia. Drifts of oxeye daisies and other
wildflowers on bunds line the perimeter. Hard landscaping inc
terracing, decking, pathways and Japanese influenced Yatsuhashi
bridge through the main border. A small Japanese style garden was
constructed in 2021. The front garden was redesigned and rebuilt
to inc a wide range of plants and trees that set the buildings off
beautifully. The garden inc a small collection of contemporary
stone sculptures. Of course we will have plants for sale. Over the
years we have gained a reputation for our quality plants (mainly
Perennials) at competitive prices. So from your Huchera to your
Hostas, Poppies to Phuopsis and lots in between, things you didn’t
know you needed - we’ve got a great selection. As well as plants
we will have local home-made preserves and honey and some
really unusual Craft items.

AND then really close by is:TYLNEY HALL HOTEL
Ridge Road, Rotherwick RG27 9AZ
www.findagarden.ngs.org.uk/
garden/11092/tylney-hall-hotel
Opening Sunday 19th June 10am to 5pm.
Admission: £10.00 - Children free.
Refreshments: Cream Teas from 12 noon
in the Chestnut Suite. Large garden of 66 acres with extensive
woodlands and beautiful vista. Fine avenues of wellingtonias;
rhododendrons and azaleas, Italian garden, lakes, large water and
rock garden, dry stone walls originally designed with assistance of
Gertrude Jekyll. Hampshire National Garden Scheme are pleased
to announce their first ever Allotment Garden opening to the
public.
HOOK CROSS ALLOTMENT
Reading Road, Hook RG27 9DB
www.findagarden.ngs.org.uk/
garden/43119/hook-cross-allotments
Opening: Saturday & Sunday 16th & 17th
July 1pm to 5pm Pre-booking available
OR just turn upon the day. Admission: £4.00 - Children free.
Card Payment available.Refreshments:
Light refreshments. 5¼ acre community
run allotments overlooking Hook
village. More than 100 plots showcasing
different vegetable, fruit and flower growing styles. Plot holder
demonstrations of how to grow your own. Community orchard,
wildflower meadow, beetle banks, wildlife friendly gardening
information.For more information on the Allotments visit the
website hookallotments.co.uk
Best Wishes
Pat Beagley (Publicity)
National Garden Scheme - Hampshire
pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk
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Old Basing and Lychpit Village Show
The date for your diary is Sunday September 4th.
Schedules, with the bright yellow cover, are available
from outlets in the village and Lychpit or from our
website www.oblvs.org.uk where there are also
helpful hints and tips for presenting your entries in
the Show. The Committee is looking forward to a
return to a pre-Covid Show with the very popular
tea and homemade cakes during the afternoon and
ending with the auction of all sorts of produce,
flowers, cakes and preserves. The raffle and tombola
will also be back.
Take a look at the schedule as there are a number
of new classes and a whole new section on Original
Writing. Get your pen and paper out and think up a
limerick about Old Basing or enter an original poem
on any subject. With nature and the ecology being
so important, there is a ‘bug hotel’ class for children
– perfect for a summer holiday project, as is the
homemade ‘cane topper’ class. Last year there were
some amazing handicraft entries and we hope for the
same or better this year.

With April having been such a dry month with a
number of early morning frosts, it isn’t too late
to plant vegetables for the Show or to plant up
your hanging baskets or planters for Class 1 in the
schedule. If this Newsletter is published before 11th
June, there will be a plant sale in conjunction with the
WI on that Saturday at the Beddington Centre, so
come along and see what is on offer.
As always, this is a Village Show for everyone,
entrants old and new and those who come and
marvel at the exhibits and enjoy the afternoon.
So put 4th September in your diary and even if you
don’t think your tomatoes are good enough (they
nearly always are), come along and find out.
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Village cafe

Don’t you just love the summer months, I’m hoping for warm days and
long leisurely evenings spent with family and friends after a number of
tough years for everyone!

Looking back over the past few years, I think
we have all had much time to reflect on what’s
important to us, and realise the things we have
taken for granted in the past. In a time where
we were unable to see family and friends,
technology has been our saviour with many
of us keeping in touch over Zoom calls and
reaching out to those we care about to ensure
everyone was coping as best they could.
It was sad for us at the cafe that we had to
close for such a long period of time probably
when people needed the support of the
community more than ever and being able to
reopen and see our customers again has been
fantastic.
In this Platinum Jubilee year, a number of us
from the cafe, decided to enter the Fortnum
and Mason competition to make a dessert
fit for the Queen. We had such an enjoyable
time creating the pudding, along with
accompanying cocktail and although we did
not reach the final stages of the competition,
are extremely proud of our creation. Those of
you who joined us at the Pavilion Room at the
recreation ground on 20th May will have had
the chance to taste the pudding, we hope you
enjoyed it.
Here at the cafe we have been looking at how
we can continue in the future at a time when
risings costs of living are affecting everyone.
Our mission is to provide a volunteer run cafe
for the community and to support community
projects where we can. With your continuous
support, we have been able to raise funds to
install two AED’s in the village and have held a
number of training session to show you all how
to use this equipment properly should the need
arise. Many thanks go to Old Basing Bowls
Club who allowed us to use their clubhouse,
free of charge for the sessions.

After much consideration on our part, we have
decided to make some changes to the cafe.
We will continue to open weekly during term
time but as from September, we are trialling
opening once a month, on the first Friday.
We are aiming to make each month a small
event and will reopen on 2nd September with a
Macmillan fund raising afternoon. In October
we will celebrate the cafes birthday with our
usual array of fabulous cakes and an added
glass of fizz. In November we will hopefully
have a pop up shop and In December a visit
from a local florist, just in time to give you
ideas for Christmas. We intend to carry on
fund raising for the local community and will
look at where any money raised can be used
most effectively to make a small difference.
We are always open to suggestions from our
customers to help ensure we are providing
the best we can from the cafe and will be
introducing a feedback slip which you can
complete and leave with us when you visit.
As some of you will have heard already, Rev
Heather is leaving the parish in August to take
up a new position as University Chaplain at
Oxford Brooke’s University. All of us at the
cafe would like to express our thanks for the
support she has given us and to wish her well
in her new venture.
Wishing all our customers a lovely summer, do
pop in and see us during our opening hours in
June and July and pop the dates in your diaries
for our monthly opening as from September.
Deborah Thorne
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News from St Mary’s CE Junior School
As we begin the final term of this academic year, it is nice to reflect back
on the busy spring term that has passed.
Last term we came together as a whole school to mark
World Book Day. At St. Mary’s, we know that reading
is one of the most important things that a child can do.
We know that World Book Day is an important day in
highlighting that importance to everyone!
Over the course of a week in March, each class based its
learning on a picture book. Through the week, children
produced written responses, artwork and dramatisations
based on their class book.

Year 3 enjoyed two different topics over the spring term.
They started the term looking at various books and
authors culminating in their production of Roald Dahl’s
revolting rhymes classic: Goldilocks and the Three Bears.
Across the week, the children performed their socks off
in three shows to their closest family and friends. It was
lovely to see the smiling faces of proud parents in the
audience again after not having a production in school
for so many years! During the second half of the spring
term, they enjoyed learning more about life Roman Britain.
The topic was launched by giving
each child a ticket to visit a Roman
Museum in our library. They found
many artefacts and did a treasure
hunt about what they may be. The
children got to explore coins, Roman
toys and even clothes. Back in the
classroom, they got to ask questions
about what they had discussed.
Last term saw our Year 4 cohort visit Europe in their
geography led topic. The topic was launched with a flight
to Venice! Once there they learnt all about the beautiful city
of Venice in Italy. They researched the city and compared
it to Old Basing. The children made carnival masks, found
out where Venice is located on a map and enjoyed tasting
a variety of Italian foods. They then wrote postcards
detailing all the facts that they had found out during the day!
They enjoyed their topics as the term progressed learning
more about different contrasting localities within Europe.
They pupils in Year 5 spent last term learning about
Ancient Greece. They really enjoyed learning about
the Gods and Goddesses’ and Greek mythology. They
showcased their work at the end of the term by creating
their own museum for their peers to visit!

Finally, in Year 6 Entertainment through the ages was the
theme for the term. They especially enjoyed a visit from
the Young Shakespeare Company. Their energy, acting
skills and humour as they
performed the well known
Shakespeare play Midsummer
Nights Dream was a real hit
with the children! With plenty
of audience participation, the
children gained a real insight into the story.
We were so proud of our musicians throughout the spring
term Basingstoke Arts Festival. As a school,
we came home with a number of trophies
and after the Gala performance, we
came back with another one as the
adjudicator’s choice. This trophy is
normally given to a single group but
the adjudicator was so impressed with
the standard of all of our groups that he
awarded it to the school as a whole!
Our sports teams have continued to excel. In March, we
participated in an Athletics qualifier event at the Costello
school. The team did amazingly well and came first
overall with a combined total of 380 points. We qualified
for the district finals in May, which we also won, so the
school will now progress to the county finals at the end
of the summer term! Our rugby and netball teams also
represented the school really well.
Last term we also marked holocaust memorial day in
school on January 27th. We all joined together to say the
Diocese Holocaust Memorial Day prayer along with other
adults and children around the diocese. We learnt more
about past events through different children’s books. As
part of our Holocaust memorial work children considered
how people’s freedoms and rights were taken away from
them.
We have now started the summer term looking forward
to what lies ahead. Preparations for sports day have
begun and our musicians are in full flow of rehearsals for
the annual Basingstoke Primary Schools Music Concert
coming up in June. We have lots to look forward to,
including trips to the Gordon Brown Centre, Egyptian
Drama Workshops and a visit from the Space Dome, to
name but a few!
We look forward to another busy and exciting term at
St Mary’s.
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Congratulations to Old Basing Village
This June it is 40 years since Old Basing Village Hall opened for
business. How did the Hall come about? No, it was not provided by
the Parish or the Borough. It only exists because a dedicated group of
volunteers took on the task of providing the village with a hall.

In 1977 the only hall was the British Legion where it was
difficult to hold a dance. So OBDA (Old Basing Drinking
Association!) and the Young Wives became the steering
group to get it off the ground. Then it had to become a
bit more formal to apply for grants etc. Several designs
were drawn up by Derek Kearns, a local architect. One
idea was to build the hall inside the Barn! The start-up
fund was £42 which would not have gone a long way
even in 1977! Innumerable fund raising events were held
to top up the grants available; they had to raise £48,000.
One event was a medieval banquet in the Barn; several
members had to sleep there the night before to guard the
£900 of booze - must have been a good do!
Much of the work was undertaken by this band of
enthusiasts literally with their own hands.
And these people who did the work, organised the
funding, got the planning permission and sometimes had
to argue with the authorities, were not people of leisure.
They were working full time, running companies, raising
families and presumably looking after their own properties
somehow! There are some amusing stories about doing
the building such as blocking the road while moving the
old bowls club clubhouse on a trailer to be the site hut.
There was a lot of recycling – the floor came from a
college in Salisbury and the original stage curtains from
Wigmore Hall. Sometimes the money almost run out and
they even thought about closing the place up and giving
up. The work did not end when they opened in 1982. The
Frank Goddard Room was built in 2004 and again, though
BDBC provided grants they had to fundraise to make up
the sum needed.
As the village has enjoyed the use of the hall for 40
years it is time to thank all those who contributed in the
past, some of whom are still serving on the committee
and turning up to do things like mending chairs. The
commitment of these individuals over the years has been
amazing. Special mention must be made of Don Grassi
who is chairman of the committee and is always doing
minor tasks. Other ‘originals’ involved from the beginning
and still in harness all these years later are Sheila Grassi,
Ron Cox, Pat Brace and John Davie
Of course it is now 40 years since they were climbing
scaffolding and no one is getting any younger. The
original volunteers are now in their 80s and 90s.
The Village Hall needs younger generations to step up to
the plate. The unfortunate truth is that there is a desperate
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Hall 1982-2022
need for more people to get involved. This is not terribly
onerous; the committee meets every 2 months but you
don’t have to turn up to all the meetings. You might be
asked just to give a bit of time occasionally to help out with
minor tasks but most jobs are contracted out. Just coming
to the meetings and spreading the burden would be really
helpful. Don’t sit back and wait for someone else to do it!

Di Bishop, Richard Newlove, Sandie Rice, Sheila Stone,
Frank Goddard, John Oloham, Genevieve Harding,
Heather Stewart, Mike and Anne Kendall, Mike Bull,
Glen Williams, Jill Maude, Mervin Badger, Debbie
Welch. Many apologies is anyone got left out, and a big
thank you to all the present committee.

These are some other past contributors we should thank
- Bobby Davenport, Maureen Davie, Des Atkins, Tony
Thomas, Bob Hannah, Joan and Dennis Cole, John Berger,
Fred and Jean Barrett, Terry and Velma Scrase, Dr Peter
Field House, Ronnie Lickie, Janet Russell, Nora Goodall,

Written by Sheena Grassi and Gill Moore. Many thanks
to John Davie for the information and memories - and an
entertaining afternoon. If you would like to get involved
you can contact Sheena and Gill via the Parish Office email the Parish clerk and she will pass it on to us.

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Stump Grinding
Garden Mulch
10 million insurance

Call for a free no obligation quotation

0118 973 3943

Email: info@jdbcontractors.co.uk
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Probus Hears How A Piece of
String connects to H-Bomb Test
There will be many readers from the older generation who
remember the nuclear bomb tests in 1957/8 that took place
in the remote South Pacific on Montebello Islands, Malden
Island and perhaps more famously, Christmas Island.
Basingstoke resident David Stiles was the speaker at a recent
meeting of the Probus Club of Basingstoke, and while he
was not one of the military personnel who witnessed the
Hydrogen Bomb tests, was in the RAF but was based in the
tropical idyll of Hawaii.
Many aircraft in those days did not have the range to fly
none-stop from the west coast of USA to the H-Bomb test
islands. The USAF Hickman base near Honolulu on Oahu
in the Hawaii islands, 1,335 miles away, became a staging
post for aircraft on their flights to and from the nuclear test
sites. The speaker was posted to this paradise purely because
he was a specialist instrument and avionics engineer.
The RAF used
Handley Page
Hastings aircraft,
introduced after
WW2, as both
cargo transporters
and troop carriers.
One day a
Hastings, en route to Christmas Island, arrived with a topsecret VIC. This turned out to be Vitally Important Cargo.
A large bulbous object was lashed securely with a tarpaulin
cover that had its fastenings wax sealed. The pilot claimed
not to know what it was, but most people had thoughts that
it was needed for an H-Bomb test due in a few days’ time.
The plane had arrived later than expected. The reason,
as explained with fruitful language by the pilot, was that
there was something seriously amiss with the navigational
equipment that had forced the plane off course several
times resulting in extended flight time. The plane was
fitted with a dual system of a magnetic compass and a giro
compass. A magnetic compass would behave differently the
closer the plane flew to the north pole and the giro compass
was there to counteract this action. On this flight it had
serious navigational problems that proved impossible to
manually adjust and the plane had veered considerably off
its flight plan.
The speaker was charged with rectifying the problem and
went through a series of procedures including having the
aircraft physically moved around to check the compass
readings which proved accurate. At the upper end of the
port wing was a small square hatch cover over an electronic
device whose purpose was to use signals to synchronise the
giro compass to maintain a true heading. This equipment
was held in position with small nuts on its underside which

made it difficult to remove for inspection. In order not to
drop the tiny spanner used for undoing and tightening the
nuts in this very difficult position, and working by feel only,
a piece of string was tied to the little spanner and looped on
to his little finger so that if dropped the spanner could be
easily recovered.
After several frustratingly unsuccessful attempts at undoing
one of the small nuts the little spanner slipped from his
grasp. Aghast, he realised the safety string had also come
off his finger. Now both string and spanner were lost but
had to be found.
Feeling blindly into the dark abyss, he miraculously
discovered not only the tiny spanner and string, but another
huge spanner not remotely used in that area, but in the
engine bay 30 feet away. How come this large spanner was
under the detector unit? It was obvious that this was the
cause of huge magnetic errors for the gyro compass. Each
time the aircraft banked the large spanner moved, causing
yet further errors.
Ironically, by accidentally losing his little spanner and
string, he discovered something that could have seriously
jeopardised the plane, that Vitally Important Cargo and the
testing of an H-Bomb.
The questions then centred on how
did the spanner get into the sealed
cavity at the end of the wing? It was
the size and type used on the plane’s
engine maintenance, but it could not
have slid along inside the wing as the
fuel tanks completely blocked any
access.
Was it sabotage? Enquiries were no
doubt carried out, but no findings were passed down to this
RAF NCO.
His reward was to receive a promotion and eventually be
returned to UK duties working on Victors, part of the V
bomber force in place during the Cold War.
Perhaps enemy forces had hoped that by creating
navigational problems the longer flight time would have
caused the plane to run out of fuel and crash into the
Pacific Ocean. Two days after finding the spanner the final
H-Bomb test took place on Christmas Island. Would this
have happened if a tiny spanner tied to the end of a piece
of string had not solved the navigational problem?
www.probusbasingstoke.club
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There are care homes.
And then there is your home…
...with the best spot for breakfast, your favourite cup for tea, the comfort
of your well loved chair and your fondest memories.
We provide reassurance and peace of mind for
you and your loved ones at all times.
Our cost-effective services include:
•
•
•
•

24 hour Live-in care
Visiting Care
Companionship /Home Help
A wide range of Specialist and Complex
Needs Care
• Dementia Care

We want to ensure that you feel supported in the
comfort and familiarity of your own home with our
team of fully trained carers.
Contact us today to discuss your care needs.

0330 128 9094
enquiries@abicare.co.uk
www.abicare.co.uk

Adoption changes lives for the better
Give siblings the family life they deserve
• Single or a couple • LGBT+ • Already a family • Disabled
Ŕ3FDFJWJOHCFOFţUTŔ3FOUJOHPSPXOZPVSIPNF

Welcome to Adopt South
Right now, we have toddlers, siblings and children with disabilities
who need a family of their own to be loved and cherished.
The Regional Adoption Agency for Hampshire, Isle of
Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton Local Authorities

Call & Chat

Ask an
Adopter

Join a
Webinar

Attend an
Event

Call our friendly team on 0300 3000 011 • adoptsouth.org.uk
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Defibrillator is unveiled at Old Basing
Tennis Club by Mayor, Cllr Onnalee Cubitt
Old Basing Tennis Club is delighted that on Friday 6 May our newly installed defibrillator was
officially unveiled by Basingstoke & Deane Mayor, Councillor Onnalee Cubitt at a ceremony
when we also held a well-attended club night and barbeque.

The newly installed defibrillator on the
outside wall of the tennis clubhouse.

Over 35 members, many
playing tennis before the
ceremony started, plus invited
guests, came along on a lovely
sunny evening to unveil this
life-saving piece of equipment
that can be used to start
someone’s heart if it has
stopped working.

Club Chairman, Nigel Hatt, commented “We realised that our
tennis club was in the perfect location next to the recreation
ground, allotments and footpaths to site a defibrillator that
would benefit not only our club members but also the many
hundreds of people who use the surrounding area. Following
the generosity of many club members, local people and
businesses as well as well attended fund raising events, we
achieved our goal of raising the money to fit a defibrillator to
the outside of our clubhouse within a few months.”
“We were delighted to welcome the Mayor of Basingstoke
& Deane Borough Council, Councillor Onnalee Cubitt, who
represents the Basing and Upton Grey Ward as well as other
Old Basing Parish Councillors and our tennis playing members
to help us celebrate this important achievement.”

left to right Nigel Hatt, Chairman of Old Basing Tennis Club, Jane Reap,
Treasurer of Old Basing Tennis Club, Alan Renwick, Old Basing Parish
Councillor, Mayor of Basingstoke & Deane, Cllr Onnalee Cubitt.

Our tennis club is over 90 years old and has been a key
community asset for the residents of Old Basing and
surrounding areas for many years, where people can play tennis,
keep fit, enjoy the open air and beautiful surroundings and
socialise with friends.
Club sessions are Tuesdays and Fridays from 6pm and Sunday
mornings from 10am. Courts can be booked by a handy App
and our 4 courts have
been newly resurfaced and
painted making them a joy
to play on at any time of
year.
For more information on
how to join the club email
obtc.information@
gmail.com or visit our
website or Facebook pages.

Mayor cutting ribbon on the defibrillator at
Old Basing Tennis Club
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Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent financial advisers specialising
in providing advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement
planning, managing risk, tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash Flow
modelling.
Retirement Planning

Protection

Tax Planning

Estate Planning

Mortgages

Wills

If you are interested in becoming a client or you would like to learn more
about our services, then we would be delighted to hear from you.
Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk
www.s4financial.co.uk
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS

