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with a piece of jewellery made just for you
WE CAN REMODEL YOUR OLD GOLD TOO!
Prices start from £300...

Book your design appointment online:

www.petrajewellery.com

Open by appointment: Tue 10am - 5pm, Wed 10am - 8pm, Fri & Sat 10am - 5pm
Out of hours and remote consultations available: www.petrajewellery.com/diary
The Cottage, Viables Craft Centre, Basingstoke, RG22 4BJ
info@petrajewellery.com | 01256 213 071
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Hampshire’s leading
independent specialists

Volkswagen • Audi • Seat • Skoda
Servicing & Repairs • Genuine parts • MOT
Approved Test Centre

01256 477 411
Providing an outstanding
service for over 20 years
Eastlands Court, Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PL

sjbautotech.co.uk

Bramley Builders
can do this for you:
• Extensions / Conversions
• New Roofs / Roof Repairs
• All Brickwork & Groundwork
• Period Property Restoration
• Repointing / Rendering

• Driveways
• Plastering
• Block Paving
• Concreting
• Maintenance

Email: bramleybuilders@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile: 07733 448980
www.bramleybuilders.com
Insurance work undertaken
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Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

Parish Notes - SPRING 2022
Community Energy
You may have seen by now that presentations from the November
meeting are accessible via our website (oldbasing.gov.uk) together
with a very useful publication from Energy Alton concerning how
best to insulate and heat a variety of house types, including period
properties. Energy Alton are a community organisation offering
advice about domestic energy use.
It is early stages, but we have helped to found Upper Loddon
Valley Community Energy with the aim at building a
community owned solar energy facility. This initiative involves
Bramley, Silchester and Chineham and hopefully we will be
able to include Sherfield on Loddon. The group will be one
of five supported by advice and funding with support from
Hampshire County Council channelled through Community
Energy South. We have received several emails from residents
supporting this type of initiative so hopefully we can soon let
you know how to be involved.
Although we have not yet held a follow-up public meeting due to
the resurgence of the virus, it looks as if this will be possible soon.
If you are not on our contact list, please email
Stephen.brown@oldbasing.gov.uk.
As part of its Climate Change Initiative the
Parish Council will be looking at ways to
improve its environmental footprint over
the coming months and years and, with
grant funding from County Councillor
Elaine Still and Borough Councillor
Onnalee Cubitt, a small start has been made
with the installation of a Hydrachill Water
Bottle Refill Station at the recreation ground
in Old Basing providing fresh drinking
water to anyone wishing to fill their re-usable drinks bottles.
We hope this will reduce the number of plastic bottles being
discarded around the grounds and go some way to cutting our
waste disposal costs.

Meet Your Councillors

Over the coming months the Parish Council will be offering
residents the opportunity to meet with Councillors informally at

G R AUTOS SERVICES LTD
All your mechanical needs
Services, M.O.T, Repair Work
Brakes, Clutches, Cambelts
Recovery, Air Conditioning
Collection & Delivery
Head Gaskets, Tyres
01256 242770
07900 675181
108 Roman Road, Basingstoke RG23 8HE
Monday to Friday – 8am til 8pm
Saturday & Sunday – By Appointment Only
Quote GR2022 when getting in touch

“Meet Your Councillor” sessions either in the Lychpit Community
Hall or at a venue in Old Basing. The first of these will have taken
place at the end of February and the next is planned for Thursday
28 April between 10 a.m. and 12 noon in the Pavilion Tea Room
in Old Basing. This is a chance for you to find out more of what
the Parish Council is currently doing and offer suggestions on
what you feel it should be doing or could do better so why not join
us for a chat over a cup of tea or coffee. Perhaps you are thinking
of becoming a Parish Councillor; if so this is your opportunity to
find out more about the role without making any commitment.

Parish Council

PARISH OFFICE AND RECREATION FACILITIES
Sandra Tuck (Clerk)

clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Kate Hope

(Deputy Clerk)
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Stephen Richardson

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent financial advisers specialising
in providing advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement
planning, managing risk, tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash Flow
modelling.

Grounds & Facilities Manager

Harry Rice Groundsman

Retirement Planning

Protection

Tax Planning

Estate Planning

Mortgages

Wills

COUNCILLORS

Alan Renwick

Peter Bloyce

Alan Jones

Kate Tuck

(Chairman)
Old Basing

Old Basing

Old Basing

David Whiter

Roger Doust

John Robinson

Murray Campbell

Steve Brown

Sheena Grassi

Gillian Moore

(Vice-Chairman &
Chairman, Planning)
Old Basing

Old Basing

Lychpit

Old Basing

Old Basing

Lychpit

Lychpit

Lychpit

CROOMBS
ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES
Installations, repairs and maintenance to
industrial, commercial and domestic premises
Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control
Portable Appliance Testing
24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE
www.croombs.co.uk

01256 357923

If you are interested in becoming a client or you would like to learn more
about our services, then we would be delighted to hear from you.
Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk
www.s4financial.co.uk
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS
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Award winning charity celebrates
its Silver Jubilee

One of Basingstoke’s most successful local charities, BASINGSTOKE
NEIGHBOURCARE will be proudly celebrating its Silver Jubilee in 2022.
The QUEENS AWARD for
VOLUNTARY SERVICE winning
organisation offers two main services
to older members of the community
covering Basingstoke and surrounding
centres like Tadley and Sherfield on
Loddon. These are:

• Provision of an accompanied transport scheme, where, in 		

return for a small donation, clients are driven by volunteers to
hospital and doctors’ appointments and a wide variety of other
journeys like shopping and lunch clubs, locally and occasionally
regionally. This particularly suits those who are without a car, 		
or who find public transport difficult to use; and

TREE SURGEONS

BNC are keen at all times to recruit more volunteers, both drivers
and befrienders.
The Charity is also very keen, particularly as we move out of the
worst effects of Covid-19, to hear from potential new and former
clients or their families, who might need BNC’s support.
If you would like to use one of the charity’s services, or to simply
learn more, you can contact Basingstoke Neighbourcare by calling
01256 423855 and speaking to one of the co-ordinators, by
visiting the charity’s website at www.neighbourcare.com, or by
emailing info@neighbourcare.com with any queries.

• Arranging befriending visits to local people who for one 		
reason or another could do with some company. 			
The “befrienders” typically drop in for a chat and a “cuppa” 		
to help relieve loneliness. Befrienders may also occasionally 		
help clients with simple tasks like reading and writing letters.

Time to get walking again!

At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting
out to walk in the beautiful English Countryside again, but where to find
new and interesting walks?

Walking in Hampshire https://www.walkinginengland.
co.uk/hants has hundreds of walks to download and print,
free, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking
groups in the county and much more. Whether you want
to walk on your own or with a group all the information is
there in one place.

f

FOREMOST

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
PRIVATE & DOMESTIC ENQUIRIES
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning,
COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved,
Council Approved.
OTHER SERVICES
Technical Plans, Logs and Chippings Supplied.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. £10 MILLION COVER
NCH, ARB & NPTC TRAINED STAFF

John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is
so much walking information on the web but it is difficult
to find. Walking in Hampshire (part of the Walking in
England website) has brought it together in one place so
whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday,
you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a
note of suitability for pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone
can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
john@walkinginengland.co.uk

CALL TODAY ON 01256 814602

Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

41917 jpr_WC advert A5L 23/11/2021 09:43 Page 1
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County Councillor Report
Cllr. Elaine Still

HWRCs update

The system of booking to visit Hampshire’s
household waste recycling centres (HWRCs) is to
be made permanent following feedback from users
who overwhelmingly supported the approach. It was
introduced in June 2020 in response to the pandemic
but also helped smooth visits and reduce queuing. The
ability to book multiple trips will remain.

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

Hampshire County Council is
putting plans in place to celebrate the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this year.
These will provide opportunities
for residents across the county
to participate, including through
schools, libraries, care homes, and
outdoor sites. The primary focus is
during the extended bank holiday
weekend of Thursday 2 to Sunday 5
June 2022.
The plan also have is a significant
focus on complementing The Queen’s
Green Canopy theme, with £0.5 million is
to be made available to help organisations and
communities plant trees across the county.

Milkingpen Lane, Old Basing

I submitted the ‘bumpy’ section of Milkingpen Lane
at my highways meeting last month and am pleased
to say it was approved for inclusion in the Operation
Resilience improvements programme. I am told it is
provisionally programmed in for the second half of
April 2022 but should also say that winter weather
could affect the programme if earlier schemes need

to be pushed back, and the Omicron variant has
impacted on availability of the team as well as those
on the operations side. The work will need a road
closure and, as with all such Op res works, there will
be advance warning signs and email communications.

We can help with...

20 is Plenty

• All housing matters/landlord and tenant

Hampshire County Council has announced a review
of the evidence for 20-mph zones in residential areas
and this will be undertaken by the Environment,
Transport and Economy Select Committee in
early 2022. Hampshire Constabulary and
the Police and Crime Commissioner will
be invited to take part.

• Property and Commercial transactions

• Divorce, Separation and Family
• Wills, Probate and Powers of Attorney
• Dispute resolution and Employment

Development Threat

I fully support the Parish Council’s
efforts to oppose potential over
development to the east of
Basingstoke. We must protect the
beautiful River Loddon chalk stream
and its natural environment from over
development. In my view Basingstoke has
had more then it’s fair share of development
and it is time to consider the quality of life for the
many people who live here. Infrastructure is the key to
all development, and I fear we are sadly lacking in that.

Elaine Still

County Councillor
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk

Contact us 01256 322911
www.wills-chandler.co.uk
76 Bounty Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 3BZ

Contracted with the Legal Aid Agency

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

professional la

wn c a r e

Certificate Number 8302
ISO 9001
ISO 14001

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!
ASK FOR A

FREE
LAWN

based in Basingstoke

ANALYSIS

Call for a FREE no obligation quotation

0800 32 65 013 www.lawnmaster.co.uk
Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777
and we will call you.

LOCAL INDEPENDENT AGENT
IN OLD BASING
Visit our website at: https://www.allaspectslettingservices.co.uk

TELEPHONE:
01256 470411
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The National Garden Scheme
- In Hampshire
As I write this article it seems that the Covid Infections are beginning to diminish once
again and we can begin to go out and about with a bit more confidence, maybe with a
certain amount of caution though.
As I write this article it seems that the Covid Infections are
beginning to diminish once again and we can begin to go
out and about with a bit more confidence, maybe with a
certain amount of caution though.
As we approach another year of NGS Open Gardens, we
are pleased to report that, despite the trials and tribulations
of 2021, we were still able to donate over £3million to
our beneficiaries for 2021, thanks to the unfailing support
of our visitors and garden owners. We are now looking
eagerly ahead to 2022, and hope we can surpass this figure.
It was not been an easy year, starting as it did with restricted
visitor numbers to our gardens and having to book tickets
online. The 2022 Hampshire NGS Open Gardens
Booklets are beginning to become available at some outlets,
such as Garden Centres and Libraries (you may have to
ask) but if you wish you can view the Open Gardens
online https://ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/?clear=true
OR once again this year we have a ‘flip-book’: Just click
on the link https://issuu.com/levelcreative/docs/
hamps_2022_flip_book

BERE MILL London Road Whitchurch RG28 7NH

Opening: Sunday 13th March 1pm to 5pm Admission:
£7.50 children free Refreshments: Home-made teas
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/19432
This old mill is steeped in history. When it was a working
mill it was where Portals first made paper for the Bank of
England in 1716. It stands on the river Test and features Spring bulbs
and early species tulips.

BEECHENWOOD FARM Hillside Odiham RG291JA
Opening: Every Wednesday - commencing 30th March to
8th June 2pm to 5pm Also By Arrangement Admission:
£5.00 children free Refreshments: Home-made teas
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/8569
2 acre garden in many parts. Wander through the woodlands
with drifts of Spring bulbs. Rose pergola with pots of Spring
bulbs - and so much more.

OLD THATCH AND MILLENIUM BARN

A. SEWELL

www.asewell.co.uk
Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual
All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
- Security & Emergency Lighting
- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
- Multi-room Audio/Visual
- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893
01252 844663

T: 01256 464020
E: oldbasingshop@gmail.com

X

@Oldbasingvillageshop

Welcome to Adopt South
Right now, we have toddlers, siblings and children with disabilities
who need a family of their own to be loved and cherished.

0300 3000 011 • adoptsouth.org.uk

ARTIFICIAL GRASS FOR EVERYONE

Home Owners, Urban Spaces, Play Areas,
Public Spaces, Schools & Trade

We are an oﬃcial artiﬁcial grass ﬁtter & trade
service partner for Royal Grass.

Are you looking for
½H[LEOHZRUNVSDFH"
We also deliver
newspapers to your home
with our daily paper round

• Single or a couple • LGBT+ • Already a family • Disabled

Talk to our friendly team about starting
your adoption journey today.

I have compiled an A4 list (double sided) with concise
details of all the gardens which open By Arrangement in
Hampshire (41 in total). This gives you, the visitors, a more BRAMDEAN HOUSE Bramdean Alresford SO24 0JU
Opening: Sunday 10th April 2pm to 4pm (also June,
personalised visit and a unique opportunity to chat face to
July, Aug & Sept) Admission: £7.50 children free
face with the garden owners, at a date and time to suit you. Refreshments: Home-made teas
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/3145
This is especially suitable to any of you, who are members
of Groups, Societies and Clubs. If you would like to receive A 5 acre garden with stunning mirror image borders,
offering year round interest from Spring bulbs to old
this list, please drop me an email at pat.beagley@ngs.
fashioned sweet peas and an expansive collection of nerines.
org.uk It has been very well received so far, and outings
I hope there is something here to interest you - if not try the
organisers are finding it particularly useful.
‘new look’ website ngs.org.uk
I have selected four gardens, all within 20 miles of Old
Best Wishes
Basing, which you might like to visit.
Pat Beagley (Publicity) National Garden Scheme Hampshire pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk

Tel: 01256 474009
Email: sales@jeanettesengravers.co.uk
Web:www.jeanettesengraving.co.uk
Facebook:Jeanette’s Engraving Basingstoke

Adoption is easier than you think

Adopt South is the Regional Adoption Agency for Hampshire,
Isle of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton Local Authorities

Sprats Hatch Lane Winchfield RG27 8DD
Opening: Sunday 10th April 2pm to 6pm (Note 1 day only !)
Admission: £4.00 - combined children free
Refreshments: Home-made teas
https://ngs.org.uk/view-garden/20927
This is your typical chocolate box garden, with borders
brimming with colour and pots round every corner. 5 acre garden
bordering the Basingstoke canal (unfenced). Arrive by John Pinkerton
narrow boat or pick up boat shuttle at the Barley Mow wharf OR arrive
by car… Look out for the donkeys - if you don’t see them you will
certainly hear them.

Groceries – Quality Fresh Produce – Snack Foods – Soft Drinks
Tobacco Products – Toiletries – Newspapers – Magazines

You could keep siblings together

'LSSWIJVSQLSXHIWOWSV¾I\MFPI
WIVZMGIHSJ½GIWEX;SVXMRK,SYWI
;MXLJEWXMRXIVRIXJVIISRWMXITEVOMRKERH
SRHIQERHEGGIWWXSQIIXMRKVSSQW
CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE TRIAL

ZRUWLQJKRXVHFRXN

Based in Hampshire, we provide
a UK nationwide artiﬁcial lawn
supply & ﬁtting service.

Please call for a free quote.
Tel: 01256 242425 | Mob: 07582 881180
www.lawnlogic.co.uk
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Old Basing WI

After a hectic few weeks at the end of 2021, when we participated in the
very successful Basing House Christmas Fair, the St Mary’s Christmas Tree
festival and had a festive meal at Avenue Nurseries, we are now gearing up
for some exciting activities in 2022.

Basing House Christmas fair feeding
Cromwell’s army!

Unfortunately, our January
Members’ meeting had to
be switched to Zoom due to
worries about the Omicron
virus, but we managed a New
Year’s catch up and chatter
amongst those Members who
joined in. The planned meal at
the Bolton Arms also had to
be postponed but is now taking
place in March.

Our February meeting took place back at the Parish
Rooms and we welcomed Jackie Dimmock who gave
us a very entertaining insight into her time as a WPC
in Hampshire. Jackie is also a keen quilter and kindly
judged our quilting competition on the night. We are
very much hoping that Jackie will come back to talk to
us again later in the year about
her 10 years spent as a School’s
Liaison Officer with the police
in Basingstoke.
Other speakers lined up for
this year include a return visit
from another local speaker,
Ryland Lee to tell us about
the current work of Naomi
House and Jack’s Place, and we Jackie Dimmock
are also planning a talk about
how to equip yourself against being scammed. Our
programme for the 2022/23 season is being worked on
and will be issued to Members at our May meeting.

Award
winning care
homes Our highly trained care home teams

The WI Committee has exciting plans for 2022
including a celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,
with a “Crown and Tiara” tea party for Members in
April. We are also looking at booking a theatre trip to
the Haymarket.
For anyone missing
our lovely cakes, bakes
and preserves, we will
be attending the Old
Basing Carnival on
18th June, so please
come along and
support us at our stall
there; we would love
to see you.
Old Basing Carnival 2019

are specialists in residential, nursing,
dementia and respite care. With some
of the highest care ratings in the UK,
we’re here to help you and your family
at every step of your journey.
If you’re considering care, call
Leahanne on 01256 809689 or email
leahanne.wilkinson@careuk.com

Trusted to care.

Dashwood Manor care home
Basingstoke, Hampshire
careuk.com/dashwood-manor

Our regular Coffee @ Conkers takes place every
Tuesday morning at 10.30am as does our monthly
lunch at the Hatch.
Old Basing Carnival 2019
We are one of the oldest running WI groups in
Hampshire and celebrated our Centenary in 2019. We
welcome ladies of all ages to join our friendly group
which meets on the first Tuesday of every month at the
Parish Rooms at St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm.
Do come along and give us a try, or contact our
President Sue Stewart on
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk
or on Tel: 359943.

WWW.IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK
GREAT CARE TAKEN
PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE
CALL FOR ADVICE
Panels
Reclaimed Sleepers
Trellis
Softwood Sleepers
Concrete Post
Oaks Sleepers
Closeboard Panels
Decking
Sharp Sand
10mm Gravel
Building Sand
20mm Gravel
Ballast
Decorative Stone
Scalping

Rolawn Turf
Top Soil
Landscape Bark
Natural Sandstone
Paving Slabs
Block Paving
Grano Dust

www.srhallltd.co.uk

S R Hall Ltd

Building, Plumbing & Heating Contractors

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations
Boiler installation, service and repair
Central heating servicing
Hot water cylinder replacement
We now offer a
24 hour call out
service

Mon-Fri
7.45am – 5pm
Fencing
Fitting Service
Free Estimates

Natural Sandstone
Large Stocks on site
Display Area
Delivery Service Available

01256 762739
www.bmfencing.co.uk

enquiries@srhallltd.co.uk

Rated

9.3

out of 10 on
carehome.co.uk

enquiries@bmfencing.co.uk

Reading Road, Hook, Hants, RG27 9DB

IAN GAY
CHIMNEY SWEEP
INFO@IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK

TEL: 01256 398887
EST 35 YEARS

NACS REG 99/483

Don’t bin it…ﬁx it!
Basingstoke Service Centre

Your local domestic appliance specialists
Repairs to most makes of Electric Cookers,
Ovens, Hobs, Washing Machines,
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers

01256 357640
www.basingstokeservicecentre.com
16 Winchester Street · Basingstoke · RG21 7DZ
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The Anne Robson Trust

Action Fraud
Do you know where to report scam messages?

Fake emails and text messages are
a common tactic used by cyber
criminals, their goal is often to convince you to click a
link. Once clicked, you may be sent to a dodgy website
which could download viruses onto your computer, or
steal your passwords and personal information.

In order to try and convince you that their messages
are legitimate, criminals will pretend to be someone you
trust, or from some organisation you trust. This could
be your Internet Service Provider (ISP), local council,
even a friend in need. And they may contact you by
phone call, email or text message.
Reporting suspicious emails:
If you have received an email which you’re not quite
sure about, you can report it by forwarding the email to
the Suspicious Email Reporting Service at:
report@phishing.gov.uk
As of 31st October 2021, the number of suspicious
email reports stands at more than 8,100,000, with the
removal of more than 67,000 scams and 124,000 URLs.

*In a small number of cases, an email may not reach our service
due to it already being widely recognised by spam detection
services. The vast majority of reports do reach our system so
please keep reporting any suspicious emails you receive.
Reporting suspicious text messages:
You can report suspicious text messages to your mobile
network provider, for free, by forwarding the text to
7726.
If you forward a text, your provider can investigate
the origin of the text and take action, if found to be
malicious. If 7726 doesn’t work, you can find out how
to report a text message by contacting your provider.

(On many Android devices and iPhones, pressing and
holding on the message bubble should present the option to
forward the message)
For more of the government’s latest advice on how to stay
secure online, visit the Cyber Aware website:
ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware

Thank you for your continued support.

Got bike problems?
Pukker Bikes

We are ready to fix it no matter what
type of bicycle you have.
Don't let your broken bike put you
down as we are here to repair.
Contact us today!
T: 07807 987976
E: pukkergems@hotmail.com
W: www.pukker-bikes.business.site

10%
discount
for OAPs

At the Anne Robson Trust we aim
to be there to listen to anyone who
is struggling with the imminent
death of someone they care about.
We know that facing the end of life
can leave you isolated and alone.
Calls are free and confidential
- Call us on 0808 801 0688
Being able to access support whilst a
loved one is dying is really important
for a number of reasons. Gaining
knowledge of what may happen
towards the end and having a sense
of ‘preparedness’ helps both the
person dying and their family gain as
much control as possible.
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.
org.uk/helpline-service to find
out more.

Please support
local businesses

A big thank you goes to all the local businesses
that have advertised and supported this newsletter
thereby enabling the Parish Council to produce
this quarterly publication at no cost to our
residents.

A clean bicycle is a happy bicycle

Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline - If you or someone close to you
is dying, you can talk to us.

Lawn mowers and garden machinery
 Service  Sales  Spares  Sharpening

However, the Parish Council makes no warranty
in relation to the content of any advertisements
placed in the newsletter and shall have no liability
for any losses in relation thereto. Furthermore,
the Parish Council makes no endorsements
whatsoever with regard to any advertisements.
We are a family run business. Happy to help with all your
garden machinery needs, from service to repair and
replacing your old machines at a competitive rate.

FREE ESTIMATES

01256 819785 • 07970 454226
20 years of experience

We offer a collection and delivery service.
www.hartgardenmachinery.co.uk
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Loddon Properties

Old Basing’s Infant School

It’s no secret that the UK property market has gone bonkers in recent
months. With a huge number of properties being sold across the country
and agents are pulling in ever growing sales figures for their vendors, now
is certainly a great time to sell.

The new year 2022 has already brought a wide range
of activities to each year group as they begin new
topics.Year R are learning about transport with a
‘Naughty Bus’ causing mischief.

Whether you’re thinking of selling now, just getting
a feel for the market, or aren’t currently considering
selling at all just yet, then this article might just be
enough to convince you to make that move you’ve
always dreamed of. There can be a multitude of factors
as to why people move house. A new job, upsizing,
downsizing… Whatever the reason, now is the time to
really consider in earnest.
With an astounding number of buyers out there
waiting eagerly for their dream home (possibly yours?),
the time to sell is now; especially if you’re wanting to
get the most money for your property to allow you to
move to that slightly large style of house. According
to Tim Bannister at Rightmove, the average price of
properties coming to the market is up 0.3% this month
alone, which is a whole 7.6% higher than January 2021.

It is the highest annual rate of price growth recorded
by Rightmove since May 2016! Meaning if you want the
big bucks, now’s the time to get on the market. These
supply and demand shortages are set to throw the 2022
property market into a frenzy and early bird sellers will
benefit massively from increased buyer competition.
Property prices increasing are certainly a huge plus if
you’ve got a house to sell, but what happens if you’re
needing to buy another property to move to it…

freely the kind of buyer they want, first time buyers,
investors, cash buyers and those in rented are favoured
above anyone in a chain. I’m sure you’ve all heard
horror stories of people getting all the way to exchange
of contracts and the chain has fallen apart at the
eleventh hour. Some may have even been unfortunate
enough to experience this first-hand. As a result, the
position of applicants has become an attribute at the
forefront of a huge portion of successful buyers.
Buyers without a chain such as first-time buyers,
investors or cash buyers, or buyers who are willing
to break chain by renting or moving in with family
members are sought after by most vendors. If you
have been looking to close your chain for a while now,
perhaps consider breaking chain to put yourself in the
best position.

Not everyone is going to be able to commit to breaking
chain however and that is fine too. With the start of
the year showing a huge increase in properties coming
to market, it will only be a matter of time before you
find the right property and for you and have an offer
accepted.
Remember, if a buyer loves your property enough, they
will be prepared to wait.

Calling it a challenge would be a huge understatement.
With such high demand and so little supply, it’s
no wonder people are getting more and more
disheartened. With vendors being able to choose more

The children are also being enterprising by offering to
wash staff cars – building up their core strength and
gross motor skills whilst also raising a little money
for resources! Year 1 have been journeying into space
where they have been learning the names of planets,
exploring what it is like to be an astronaut and using
super adjectives to describe what they can see; so far,
no aliens have been spotted! In Year 2 the children
have been having lots of adventures with Paddington;
the children are even creating their own fact book
about bears from all around the world!

In assemblies this term we have been learning about
Epiphany, Burns Night, Chinese New Year and the
birth of Guru Gobind Singh as well as exploring
inspirational quotes and what they might tell us about
how we could choose to live and learn.
Outside at school the bee hives are still closed for the
winter; it’s far too chilly for those bees at the moment
but our Year 2 bee keepers look forward to warmer
weather and getting stuck into their job roles. All
year groups have been taking lots of learning outside
including making bird feeders, tree rubbings and even
some muddy maths!
In the last term we have welcomed new governors
to the board – Carole Clark, Murray Campbell and
Charlie Battisson join our Chair, Richard Lilleker, and
the other governors in working to support the school
in its continuing drive to be a great school providing
local children with the best start to their formal
education. If you have some spare time and would
like to volunteer at the school we have a number of
opportunities for volunteers to work with children
across the school. Please contact the school office for
more information on volunteering
adminoffice@oldbasing.hants.sch.uk
01256 325704.
You can also find out more about the school by visiting
our website www.oldbasinginfants.co.uk

Written by Loddon Properties.

THINKING ABOUT
SECURITY?
WHY NOT CALL

CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family
owned & run security systems installation
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and
maintain alarms for both residential & commercial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security
products to the highest industry standards. We
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete
peace of mind.
Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub
contractors, plus you own your system so...

Tel: 01256 770374
info@overtonbathrooms.co.uk
@overtonbathrooms
www:overtonbathrooms.co.uk

BATHROOMS

PLUMBING

SALES

SHOWROOMS

INSTALLATION

With over 30 years of experience Overton Bathroom Centre,
can be relied upon to offer extensive product knowledge &
installation expertise. We pride ourselves on our customer service
and provide 'Supply Only' or 'Supply & Installation' to meet

NO monthly fees!

your requirements. Please get in touch to discuss your needs!

Find us at www.careguard.co.uk

Overton Bathroom Centre Ltd - 4 High Street Overton Hants RG25 3HA
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Old Basing Village Nursery School
As in all walks of life, the ongoing COVID -19 pandemic has continued to
dominate our plans over the last term.
An outbreak in the setting meant that not only did
we have to cancel our Christmas stay and play event
for our Owlet children and our annual Christmas
show - we actually had to close early for the term due
to so many of our team succumbing to the dreaded
positive test result. December 2021 was the first time
throughout the whole pandemic that we had to close
our doors completely to the children and it was an
incredibly difficult decision to take. Reflecting now
though it was certainly the right call and we were
extremely grateful for our lovely parents’ support and
understanding. We are delighted to say that everyone is
now back and fighting fit and we hope that the impact
of COVID in 2022 lessens as the year goes on.

We still managed to celebrate Christmas during
December with the children enjoying creating
decorations for the Christmas tree festival at St. Mary’s
church. We used the ‘That’s not my…..” range of
books and the children experimented with different
textures to create a variety of decorations. Because of
closing early, we had to hastily bring our Christmas
dinner forward resulting in something slightly different
as the children, armed with crackers and Christmas
music, tucked into a delicious curry.
The new year has started well in the setting and it was
great to welcome back our returning children as well as
welcoming some new faces.

In early February we celebrated Chinese New Year and
children enjoyed a special Chinese inspired lunch and
heard first hand about what Chinese new year meant
for some of the children and families in our setting.
Our WildChild, Singers and Shakers and Squiggle and
Dot sessions all hit the ground running in January.
All the children in the setting have their go at these
sessions over the year with even our Owlets enjoying
their singing sessions. It has been the Little Owls turn
to take part in the squiggle and Dot sessions which
have seen them use a variety of different artistic
techniques and materials. They used the book ‘Don’t
let the pigeon drive the bus’ book as a starting point to
create artwork based on different modes of transport.
Rebecca is brilliant at coming up with engaging and
purposeful sessions that the children love.
We are now full for the remainder of this academic
year and spaces are filling up fast for September 2022.
If you are interested in your little one attending Old
Basing Village Nursery School, please visit our website
for details on how to book a setting tour or contact us
directly at
oldbasingvillagenurseryschool@gmail.com.
Our recent outstanding Ofsted report can also be
found on the Ofsted website.

Citizen Science – your help needed!
iNaturalist – Loddon Valley going live 1st March.
Calling all naturalists! Please read carefully or this
could turn into a very different project!

Harvest Mouse

Wasp Spider

Just make observations of wild organisms that have
photos, locations, and dates. Every observation

Beautiful Demoiselle

Over the next few months we would love your help
in building a database of the variety of species to be
found in the Loddon valley from Black Dam Ponds and
Eastrop Park through to Sherfield on Loddon. We are
asking you to record what you see in the wild, literally
any living organism: plants; animals; bugs; birds; fish;
fungi etc. SOLVE is campaigning for greater protection
and enhancement of the natural environment in the
Loddon catchment and we need data!
We are using iNaturalist, an app that you can download
to all the usual devices and have set up a Loddon Valley
Project. This app is also used by the Mill Field Group so
you will see some sightings already recorded.

Marbled White

Fox

with those things gets automatically placed in the
“Needs ID” category so people who are looking for
observations to identify will find them (if you are not
sure). Observations without those three things are not
eligible for “Research Grade” status and thus get placed
in the “Casual” category (still useful), since identifiers
probably won’t be able to help if there’s no photo or
location.
Go to: www.inaturalist.org
Create a login in and join the project – Loddon Valley.
See the SOLVE website for more details and
instructions: www.solveloddon.org
Our thanks go to Chris Hawkins for setting up this App.
Kate Tuck

SOLVE Housing Debate

In a question to Parliament Maria Miller MP referred to the Basingstoke
& Deane housing build which, over the last 2 decades, has built 50%
more new homes than most communities across the country.
She asked – “What advice can the Minister give to ensure that
Basingstoke Council provides housing based on local needs?”
In reply the Minister confirmed that new Local Plans should
reflect individual local constraints. “Special Circumstances”,
are in the statutory Guidance & should be the starting point
for new Local Plans.
The Government’s housing guidance for local councils is
calculated on demographic trends, based on 2014 projections.
These give around 900hpa (houses per annum) until 2039. If
the later 2018 data were used, this would give 340hpa. New
greenfield sites would not be required.
We understand, from Government sources, the use of 2018-based
household projections were carefully considered but they
concluded, in the interests of stability for local planning and
communities, that 2014 projections will stay for now. We have
been told that the 2018 projections were not reliable.

Amazingly, they blamed the uncertainty of COVID-19. Since
when did the pandemic impact the 2018 figures? There is
no explanation as to why the 2018 data, from the ONS, is
unreliable.
As we prepare this article, we understand Cllr Rhatigan has
resigned as Council leader. Up to now our council leadership
have slavishly accepted the Government’s outdated 2014
numbers. It showed a lack of understanding of the public
view on housing expansion and a contempt for the Council
policy. In an interview Cllr Rhatigan, suggested Basingstoke
could become the “capital of the south”. Such a suggestion,
his growth agenda and meetings with developers did not sit
well with many other councillors, including many in his own
party. We look forward to a more supportive leader.

Peter Bloyce & Kate Tuck
SOLVE (Save Our Loddon Valley Environment)
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From the Chairman
Fight against the destruction of our countryside
In August 2021 our Borough Councillors were
informed that sites in our Parish had been
shortlisted for housing development in the Local
Plan Update.
Parish Councillor David Whiter wrote to the
Borough Council Leaders and our MP in late
August 2021, making these points:
• Producing our Neighbourhood Plan (published
in 2018) made us very aware how much the
residents valued the Loddon Valley environment
and how strongly they wanted it protected and
enhanced.
• It is shocking that the Local Plan Update
proposal means an increase from 450 to 1800
houses on sites 001 (1) and 002 (2) in the
Loddon Valley. This threatens an asset of huge
recreational and environmental value with its
bio-diversity, flora and fauna, numerous SINCs,
history and scenic beauty. Large scale
development will further compromise water
quality in the Loddon and minimise the value of
the Strategic Gap between Basingstoke and Old
Basing and Lychpit. A further 800 houses are
proposed for site 007 (3). (If brownfield sites are
favoured, why select the Loddon Valley?)
1. Known as ‘East of Basingstoke’
2. Lodge Farm
3. Hodds Farm
Towards the end of August, it become clear to
me that we needed a PLAN to resist further
development in our Parish. Accordingly, I started
discussions with Parish Councillors on this. The
Allocation of Tasks followed and the PLAN is now
being executed, as follows:
1. A Planning Response Sub Committee was
formed with a membership of ten Councillors (out
of eleven, itself indicative of how strongly your
Councillors feel about the matter). The Committee’s
first meeting was on 16th September. Quietly
spoken and hardworking, Councillor Murray
Campbell quickly established himself as an effective
Chairman of this Committee.
2. A Leaflet Team was formed, including those who
will handle distribution to households in the Parish.
A draft leaflet to provide information to residents
has been created and we are grateful to the four

resident writers who are involved - Nick Harris, John
Keary, Alastair Rudman and Parish Councillor Kate
Tuck.
Grateful thanks also go to Chris Hawkins and Kate
Hope (our Deputy Clerk) for letting us use their
photographs.
The Borough Council’s timetable for the Local Plan
is slipping but once we know the decision of this
Planning Authority as to which sites will definitely go
into the Local Plan we can adjust the leaflet copy as
necessary and then print and circulate the leaflet to
households.
3. We started looking for Planning Consultants
to assist us in October. Ten consultancies were
considered, with a shortlist of four emerging. In
early December the Sub Committee met to hear
bid presentations and on 23rd December we agreed
to appoint West Waddy Archadia (WWA), based in
Abingdon, Oxford. Philip Waddy, Managing Director,
will oversee this consultancy’s work for us.
Residents will be interested to know that WWA
worked with the ADD (Action Against Destructive
Development) campaign group in Eastleigh over a
period of five years to overturn Eastleigh Borough
Council’s proposal in their Local Plan to build 5,500
houses ‘North of Allbrook, Bishopstoke and Fair Oak’.
4. Our collaboration with SOLVE continues, of
course.
If the proposed sites in our Parish are ‘adopted’
for the Local Plan, Old Basing and Lychpit and the
Loddon Valley will be under threat: the countryside
will change immeasurably. Adoption of these sites
would result in almost doubling the size of the Parish
Settlement.
We understand that the B&DBC Local Plan will not
be finalised until Summer 2022. In the meantime, if
you can help us in some way - perhaps you have a
particular skill - do let us know by writing to blade@
oldbasing.gov.uk.
Please support your Parish Council by opposing
more housing development and help us to protect
our cherished Loddon Valley.
Cllr. Alan Renwick
Chairman,
Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council
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Celebrating the spring flora and fauna
of St Mary’s

Have you walked through the Churchyard of St Mary’s? If so did you
go into the Conservation Area and take time to marvel at the diversity of
wildlife in the refuge in the centre of the village?

The Churchyard is made up a range of habitats from
the mown grass areas immediately round the church, to
the dense undergrowth in some of the wilder bits of
the Conservation Area. The different areas all support
wildlife.
Within the Conservation Area, walking round the
central path in the spring there are early flowers to be
seen, the first to appear are the snowdrops that flourish
in undergrowth beneath the hazel trees. In some years
the first flowers can actually be seen in the first weeks of
January, the full flourish will normally be out from the
end of January into February. Looking up into the hazel
trees above the snowdrops you should see the catkins
lengthening as they shed their pollen, these are the male
flowers of the tree, the female flowers are red, very tiny
and difficult to find.
Around this time you may see various tits beginning to
check out the various nest boxes looking for the perfect
site, a clear flight path to the nest hole and well out
reach of any predators. Having found a safe nest site
both blue tit and great tit females will build the nest on
their own. In early April they will lay up to 12 eggs for
great tits and 16 for blue tits.
Robins will also be on the lookout for a good nesting
site, but prefer much less obvious sites, ideally well
concealed and fairly close to the ground. As with the tits
it is the female that does the nest building, they will start
laying eggs (5 to 7) anytime from April to August and
can have multiple broods.
Following on from the snowdrops are the primroses on
the bank along the Street. Next the cowslips produce a
really wonderful display in the central glade. This area
is managed to try to increase the number and variety of
wild flowers. In the spring the grass is not cut until after
all the cowslips have set seed and each time the grass
is cut it is all raked off and put on the compost heap
to reduce fertility. Yellow Rattle a plant that is parasitic
on grass has been introduced and is gradually doing its
job. This is particularly noticeable on the east side of
meadow towards the WI seat, where the grass is finer
and does not compete so vigorously with the flower
plants.
There are other visitors to the Conservation Area that
are not so easy to see. There are dormice. In 29 years
the Churchyard Conservation group have seen two.

The first in nestled sleepily in the compost heap and the
second a nest was found in a pile of non-compostable
waste as it was being moved to the bonfire site in the
days when we had an annual bonfire. The nest and
resident were moved to a safe location. There are special
dormice boxes in the Conservation Area, these can only
be opened by a licensed handler. So far no dormice have
taken up residence. It is believed they are still around as
occasionally a hazel nut opened by a dormouse is found.
Less elusive residents are slow worms, there are
numerous black corrugated sheets around the
Conservation Area that are used to monitor their
population. There are wood mice and common voles
too but as they are quite secretive they are hard to see.
In warmer evenings there are bats flying around feeding
on the insects.
As the year warms up there will be butterflies too. The
first to appear are those that find a sheltered dry place
to over-winter as an adult, four that do this are the
Brimstone, Comma, Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell.
Of these the bright yellow male Brimstone is often
the most visible early butterfly, although the Peacock
butterfly can be seen in almost any month of the year
if their chosen sheltered spot is warmed enough by
shallow winter sun. These overwintering butterflies are
soon followed by the first brood of the Holly Blue.

Flora & Fauna at St Mary’s Thank You!
I hope that you have enjoyed reading the article about St Mary’s
Conservation Area.
I’d like to formally thank all the volunteers who work
tirelessly both inside the church and in the church grounds
to maintain and enhance the beauty of the church and
its surrounds. A thank you particularly to the churchyard
conservation group, flower arrangers, grass cutters and
those who maintain the flower beds surrounding the
church.

Please call Debbie Filer, St Mary’s Administrator on
07541 698235.
Reverend Heather

FLOWER ENTHUSIASTS… Can you help?
We are looking for anyone with a
love of flowers to come and join
the Team of St Mary’s Church
Flower Arrangers. You do not have
to be a florist, or trained in any way,
just someone who would like to
occasionally create an arrangement of
flowers for all to enjoy in St Mary’s.
Full support will be given (expenses
reimbursed).
If this is you, you would be most welcome to have a chat
with one of the team who can give you more information as
to what is involved.

FREE*

Occasional visitors include roe deer, hedgehogs
and foxes

Funeral Directors
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3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation
380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165
7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717

Trading
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approved
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spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Jasper Mirrored
Cabinet or Carolina
High Raised
Toilet with any
full bathroom
installation

Bathing a problem? - we can help

• Wet rooms • Walk in showers and baths
• Waterproof wall panelling • Slip resistant
• Zero VAT on disabled bathrooms
• Discounts for over 60s SSAFA and Ex Service
personnel • Disabled Facilities Grants
• Charity work and grants
Call for our friendly advice,
free survey and quote

01256 805755

info@ahminstallations.co.uk
www.ahminstallations.co.uk
Newnham Shopping Village, Maidstone,

01256 355556

www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

Kent ME14 5LH 01622 738204

*
Terms and conditions apply, visit our website for
more details.
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Churchyard Conservation Group

Hello, I’m Claire, your personal Mentor.
You too can experience life-changing
weight loss!

(PIOCC Parish Initiative Old Churchyard Conservation)

With free weekly meetings and Mentor
support, I’ll be there to provide
encouragement and support every
step of the way.

In 1993 one of the Churchwardens of St Mary’s suggested that the derelict area of the
churchyard could be changed from waste scrubland to a haven for wildlife including
dormice, voles, deer, birds, bees and butterflies, and a place for enjoyment by the
whole community.
This area would become the Conservation Area. It had
not been touched for about 30 years and was a mass of
rampant nettles, brambles and thistles much of it well
over head height. An initial steering group was set up
from members of the congregation. They soon drew in
other members from the local community and with the
assistance of the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust put together a Management Plan.

In November 1993
work started on
clearing the central
glade that was planned
to become a flowery
meadow. Over the
next two years we
dug and weeded the
central area twice
burning the debris as
we went. The inner path route was decided and covered
with wood chippings from wood recycled from the site.
Once prepared the central area was seeded with a
special wildflower mix. By careful management we are
gradually reducing the fertility and encouraging yellow
rattle to prosper and further reduce the vigour of the
grasses. We cut the grass in a manner to reflect early
grazing taking a summer hay cut so that the early spring
flowers can flourish.

The Church Lane boundary hedge was reinforced
with 400 native hedging plants and has been carefully
managed to provide a home for wildlife.
Once the hedge and the central glade were under
control we turned our attention to the woodland fringe.
This area has been split into areas that we manage on
a four year rotation removing the dead and dying elm
trees that suffer from Dutch Elm disease. We promote
hazel. This we can coppice using the material produced
to reinforce the hedge where weak points develop, use
it for path edges and fences. The hazel, brambles, yew
and honeysuckle help provide year round food for the
dormice. Throughout the woodland we have put up
bird and dormouse boxes.

When we started in 1993 we believed that in 10 years
we would have it all under control. Now we know
better, as here we are nearly 30 years later still working.
An amazing group of volunteers turn out month after
month on the 1st Saturday of each month and 4th
Thursday of each month April to November, to ensure
that the Conservation Area is always looking good and
is safe for everyone to enjoy. We are always looking for
new volunteers both for the working parties and on the
committee.
The Churchyard Conservation Group is a friendly
community group open to everyone. We are delighted
and honoured to receive the Parish Award.
For more information please contact Tim Carr
Tim@tmcarr.net.

Call me now on:
07970 251715
or email
Claire.Bonner@lighterlifecounsellor.com

Registered with all major insurers
Back and neck pain
Sport injuries
Upper and lower limb injuries
Rehabilitation programmes
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Old Basing and Lychpit Village Show

GET GOING AGAIN
P R O J E C T

2 0 2 2

Alton, Andover, Basingstoke, and Hart & Rushmoor.

Are you 60+ and living with a health condition
that is holding you back?
If so, then we can help.
MHA Communities Hampshire are launching a project called ‘GET GOING AGAIN’,
which is being funded by Hampshire County Council in order to support and
re-engage people, over the age of 60 who are considered to be clinically vulnerable.
You can be considered clinically
vulnerable if you have any of
the following conditions: or
have been an organ recipient
or are taking any immunesuppressant medication.

•

chronic respiratory disease, inc
COPD, cystic fibrosis and severe
asthma

•

chronic heart disease, vascular disease,
kidney disease/receiving dialysis or
liver disease

•

chronic neurological disease including
epilepsy, Mental ill health including
dementia/Alzheimer’s

•

Down syndrome or severe and profound
learning disability

• diabetes, morbid obesity,

solid organ, bone marrow
and stem cell transplant
recipients

• undergoing treatment

for cancer or taking
immunosuppression drugs
due to disease or treatment

• had spleen removed or disease that
significantly increases risk of infections
such as SCID or sickle cell
We can provide links to the network
of support provided by MHA, as well
as supporting you to access other
services enabling you to re-engage
with your local community.

We accept direct referrals from yourself, you family members/carers or
professionals supporting you; so if you, or someone you know would like
further information about this Project, please email us at:

Getgoingagain@mha.org.uk
Or alternatively call us on: 07591 987 824
We look forward to hearing from you, so please get in touch.

There will be few who are not pleased to see the back of 2021 with its
uncertainty, changing Covid regulations and cancellation of many annual
events. However, The Village Show Committee was able to hold two events
whilst adhering to government legislation on COVID.
At the invitation of our village WI, we held a masked
up and hand-sanitised plant sale outside the Lychpit
Hall in June when they held their WI Summer Fayre.
This was a great success as plants were sold and
advice was given to a host of experienced and new
gardeners. It also showed that we could work within
the framework of Covid legislation and gave the
Committee the courage to carry on organising the
September Village Show.
It was decided that several changes would need to be
made to enable the Show to go ahead and those of
you who entered classes may remember the changed
layout of the hall and the need to hand-sanitise
and wear masks. Those who came as visitors in the
afternoon were disappointed no tea and cakes were
served and no auction held. Whilst the number of
overall entries was down, there were 14 new entrants,
who we hope will enter again this year.
The Committee would like to thank everyone who
helped with, participated in and visited the Show
last year, for their understanding and willingness
to take part.
The Show will go ahead this year in, it is hoped,
the usual format. So put Sunday 4th September in
your diary and look out for the schedule which will
be online www.oblvs.org.uk in the next few weeks.
Printed copies will be available in the spring.
There will be some
new classes, notably
two ORIGINAL
WRITING classes
for a poem and
a limerick. The
demonstration
‘dahlia in a picture
frame’ at the show
last year drew
a good deal of
interest and so
this too has been
incorporated in
the show as a

class under the section for Pot Plants and Displays.
A perfect place to show off your prize dahlia and
instructions on how to do this will be in the schedule
and on the website (address below).
All being well, the Carnival is again taking place in June
and The Village Show Committee will have its usual
stall with lots of plants for sale as well as the tombola.
Finally, the Committee would welcome some new
recruits. You do not have to know whether a rose is a
floribunda or hybrid tea, or even make perfect cakes.
It helps if you are interested and would like to keep
our Village Show going.
Please contact our Chairman Linda Frawley via
contact@oblvs.org.uk
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BEAMLINE
Plumbing & Heating

STEEL

CREATING
SPACE THE
EASY WAY!

SPECIALISTS IN BUILDER STEEL

All Aspects of Gas, Plumbing
& Heating Works Undertaken
Kitchen & Bathroom Installations
Free Quotations

Showroom & Office

32 Oakley Lane
Oakley
RG23 7JY
01256 782410 / 07968 808454
info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk
www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

96519

With over twenty years of
experience in the industry, we are a
fast and efficient steel fabrication
business, based in the local area.
As well as structural steel, we can
also custom make architectural
steelwork, to give your project a
unique, flawless and individual
touch. This includes gates,
balconies, balustrades and
staircases.
Go to www.beamlinesteel.com to
see some examples of our work.
Feel free to contact our Sales team
on 01256 268326 or
sales@beamlinesteel.com to
discuss your requirements

01256 688648

We help utilise the
lost space in your
loft space with quick
and affordable loft
access and storage
solutions.

Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation
OUR SPECIALIST SERVICES

• Loft ladders & loft hatches
• Boarding, lighting & insulation

YOUR PEACE OF MIND

• Professional & friendly
• No fuss or mess
• Min. 5 year ladder guarantee

HUGE BENEFITS

• De-clutter your home
• Create up to a third more space
• Gain safe & easy loft access

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

Certified

classified
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IN CARE!
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Maintenance & Repairs

No Callout Charge ● Friendly Professional Services
Free Quotations

07796 322063 ● 01256 323611
awhearne1@gmail.com
! @awhearne
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Vacan es wpor t Workers
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Care Staff
Registered N
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Care Staff
Phone 01843 636188

Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk
www.carematchuk.co.uk

Advertise in our new
c l a s s i f i e d section for
£50+VAT for 3 months.
Please call
01843 523030

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Stump Grinding
Garden Mulch
10 million insurance

Call for a free no obligation quotation

0118 973 3943

Views wanted on proposed new cycle
route for Basingstoke

Email: info@jdbcontractors.co.uk
Retirement Planning

Protection

Tax Planning

Estate Planning

Residents, businesses and commuters are invited to have their say on
a proposed improved cycle route that will connect the new Manydown
development with Basingstoke town centre via Winklebury.
Hampshire County Council has opened a five-week
online survey, closing on Sunday 20th March 2022:
www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/
manydown-cycle-route
Proposed Manydown to Basingstoke to Town Centre
Cycle Route
The proposals include:
• A new segregated cycle track from Roman Road to
the A340 bridge via Winklebury Way;
• A replacement footbridge over the A340 with a new
bridge being suitable for both walking and cycling;
• Upgrading and enhancing existing routes by clearing
vegetation, widening the current cycle track and
installing better street lighting between the A340
Bridge and Victory Roundabout in Basingstoke town
centre.

Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

The aims of the proposals are to:
• Provide a high-quality easy-to-use walking and cycling
route which enables people to travel between the
proposed Manydown development and Basingstoke
town centre without having to use any major roads;
• Improve cycling access to and from existing
communities and key destinations along the route,
including Winklebury, the Houndmills employment
area and the Leisure Park;
• Increase overall levels of cycling and walking, reduce
car dependency and bring about a number of wider
health and wellbeing benefits.
Anyone who does not have access to the internet can
request a paper copy by calling 0300 555 1388.

Mortgages

Wills

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent
financial advisers specialising in providing
advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement planning, managing risk,
tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash
Flow modelling.
If you are interested in becoming a client or
you would like to learn more about our
services, then we would be delighted to
hear from you.

Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk
www.s4financial.co.uk
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS
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Jim’s Mill Field Nature Jottings
So another year done and hopefully things are starting to return to
normality… if we can remember what that was! No more weeks of being
forced to go and look for wildlife…they were tough times honest!
So what has been going on in the last few months on
the Mill Field reserve? It was quite a good autumn with
Redstarts, Whinchat, Stonechat, Wryneck, Glossy Ibis and
a possible Bluethroat and a great Mammal survey season
with every small mammal species for the reserve being
recorded, but the winter has been a little bit of a damp
squib literally! All the normal suspects have turned up
with Redwing, Redpoll and Siskins but in lesser numbers
due to it being so warm. A few small groups of Fieldfare
have passed through and one or two Brambling are
hanging around as well.

Meeting & Party Venues in Old Basing & Lychpit
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all
types of parties and meetings and other group events. For information or to enquire about
availability please contact the individual venues as shown below.

Lychpit Community Hall and Old Basing
Pavilion Tea Room

Old Basing Royal British Legion

Old Basing Village Hall & Frank Goddard Room

Parish Meeting Room

Email deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
A calendar showing regular events and hall availability for parties
can be found on the Parish Council’s website
www.oldbasing.gov.uk
01256 462847
If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Heulwen Norfolk on 07544 289932 or
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

Electricity board contractors recently came on site to
clear under the power lines and they also gave us 16 new
dormouse boxes.
This was due to them turning up too early in the
autumn and cutting during the Dormouse feeding and
hibernation season in breach of instructions they were
given. But with this negative came a positive one, not just
the new boxes but more importantly as a result of this
incident a very thorough search was taken of the area
they had cleared with surprising results, as we now know
the Dormice are moving off the woodland edge right
to the edge of the footpaths to feed on lone
hazel bushes.
With restrictions being lifted it has allowed work
parties to get going again and thank you to all those
who have given up a few hours of their week to come
and help look after the reserve. With some being lucky
enough to see the first Harvest Mouse nest recorded
away from the flood plain.
This highlights the importance of keeping on the paths
and away from the longer grass which is where they
make their nests.
Now winter is slowly nearing its end and the spring is
coming some species are already letting us know with
Robins and Song Thrush bursting into full song and
I’m sure it won’t be long till the first of the wintering
Chiffchaff and Blackcap are joining in before their
fellow migrants come back from abroad.
So let’s see what this spring and summer brings, it
won’t be long till the reserve is back in full flower when
orchids, butterflies, dragonflies are all around us. But
there is plenty out there to see at the moment it just
takes a little more dedication!

The Beddington Centre
For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx. 50.
Cat via email beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com.

Old Basing Cricket Club
Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people.
John Huntingdon 07966 394599.

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor,
available for all types of gatherings such as weddings, funeral
wakes, children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity
120. Also available are two board/meeting rooms each with tea
and coffee making facilities and wifi. socialclubentertainments@
gmail.com or 01256 465800 or 07437 016815.

Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable
for groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note:
limited parking.
Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Basing House

Great Barn – Walled Garden – Courtyard – Learning/Community
Room. For more information please visit our website www.
hampshireculture.org.uk/basinghouseorg.uk. Alternatively
please contact us at Basing House on 01256 463965 during
opening times.

Join us and help bake a
difference for local people
living with cancer
What: Help us continue to provide

support and services for anyone
impacted by cancer within the Wessex
region

When: Throughout March
Where: You decide! Host a tea party

at home, hold a bake-off at work or try
a virtual bake-along

Visit wessexcancer.org.uk or call us on
023 8067 2200 for more information or to sign up!
Reg Charity Number: 1110216

#Cakes4Cancer

To advertise please call
01843 523030
or email
info@communityad.co.uk
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Probus Gets Behind The Scenes
of Eurovision Song Contest
Over the years watching the Eurovision Song Competition you probably
wondered about the voting pattern of various countries.
Gordon Lewis, the speaker at a recent meeting of the
Probus Club of Basingstoke, knows that your suspicions
are correct. The winning song being voted on by all the
countries, is influenced by politics of the day and PR
pressure through parties held at the highest social level.
And Gordon Lewis knows what he is talking about
because as a journalist he had attended eight Eurovision
Song Competitions over the years and had seen these
influences at first hand.

Song festivals had long existed in Europe – for example
the Sound of Music film showed the situation in Austria
in the late 1930s. After the conclusion of WW2, the
European Broadcasting Union was set up in Switzerland
to help popularise television. At their 1950 AGM, held in
Torquay, it was considered that a song festival to find the
best song in Europe would help relationships. Current
technology prevented this idea progressing until 1953
when the BBC succeeded in broadcasting the Coronation
to our neighbouring countries of the Republic of Ireland,
northern France and the low countries.
Advances in technology meant that in 1956 the first
Eurovision Song Competition was held in Lugano,
Switzerland. Seven countries took part but was it a
coincidence that the winner was the host country where the
headquarters of the European Broadcast Union had been
established to bring harmony to viewers?
The speaker gave many examples of how countries vote for
the top award of douze points. Greece always supported
Cyprus claiming to be because of a common language but
in 1999 the free choice of language meant that many songs
are sung in English. Geographical and historical connections
as seen between Norway and Sweden, Russia and Azerbaijan
due to gas and oil. While UK and Ireland used to support
each other but not so in recent years.
The dreaded nul points will always be the case between
Serbia and Slovenia because the latter country was the
first to break away from the old Yugoslavia which led to
the Balkan disaster. Armenia will not support Azerbaijan

because of a border dispute and France does not support
UK perhaps because of the Hundred Years’ War. 2003
saw UK receiving nul points because of anger in EU that
Britain had entered the Iraq war. Georgia will not vote for
Russia because of their invasion and eventual withdrawal
but was disqualified from the 2009 competition because
their song was about shooting President Putin of Russia.
Direct political influence happened when General Franco
needed to boost the tourist trade to Spanish beaches and
enlisted the assistance of President Tito of Yugoslavia. Cliff
Richard singing Congratulations was the clear favourite but was
beaten by one point by Spain’s entry La La La that contained
120 repeats of the title. There is little merit in the winning song,
which was instantly forgettable, but political ends were met.
Circumstances can also influence the result. In 1974
France backed out because it was the funeral of President
Pompidou. The Italian entry had been expected to win but
those countries expected to support the French entry then
had to vote for another song and the unlikely winners from
Sweden was a strangely dressed group named ABBA with
the song Waterloo. The rest, as they say, is history.
Such political influence goes back a long way to 1959 when
Pearl Carr and Teddy Johnson sang the UK entry Sing Little
Birdie Sing. Teddy was at a bar when he overheard Italy and
the Netherlands agreeing not to vote for the UK entry. This,
you will recall, was a song contest with the aim of bringing
countries together.
UK last won in 1997 with the song
Love Shine A Light by Katrina and
the Waves. While the backing group,
the Waves were British, Katrina
is American. She came to live in
England as a child when her father
was stationed here in the US Airforce.
In recent years some nonEuropean countries have been
allowed to participate. Israel
and Australia are examples.
This is because they are full members of the European
Broadcasting Union which allows their entry. New Zealand
are upset because their associate membership fails to permit
their entry which means they lose the ability to promote
their country to the watching millions.
In 2022 the competition will be hosted in the Italian city
of Turin. No doubt the same influencing and politicking
will continue unabated - after all the Eurovision Song
Competition would not be the same without it.
For more information about the Probus Club of
Basingstoke see www.probusbasingstoke.club

JONATHAN WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with traditional high standards
• Providing a caring, dedicated and professional service
24 hours a day, 365 days a year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our family caring for your family

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603 (24hrs)
Physical Balance is a premier local health clinic located in
Basingstoke associated with providing exceptional patient
care. Our modern clinic is fully equipped, has plenty of FREE
parking and operates with stringent PPE procedures in place.
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rehabilitation and running gait analysis.

Massage Therapy: Ranging from relaxing wellbeing
massage to deep tissue and everything inbetween.

and online at

Ear Wax Removal: Removal of excessive earwax; the
common cause of hearing loss and tinnitus.

basingstokegazette.co.uk/sport

Traditional Acupuncture: Offering a completely
holistic approach to conditions such as stress and
anxiety, tiredness & sleep issues and women’s health.
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Summer season starts at Old Basing Tennis Club
New members welcome - play three times before joining

The evenings are getting lighter and for this time of year it’s quite warm so we’re eagerly
looking forward to the start of the summer tennis season at Old Basing Tennis Club.
Start of the summer tennis season
Our first club night is Tuesday 29 March from 6pm. No need to
be a member or book. Just turn up on the evening and mix in. We
look forward to seeing you there.
Our four courts have recently been beautifully resurfaced and are
great to play on, being both kind on the knees and the eyes!
Welcoming new and old
members
Over the last two years we have
gained several new members
who have really enjoyed playing
their tennis on such great
courts in a stunning location
overlooking the Recreation
Ground on one side and the
allotments on the other. They’ve
also found lots of new people to
play tennis with and get fit together.
The club is looking forward to welcoming back existing members
as well as keen to recruit new members, whether families who want
to play together or individuals who may be beginners through to
match players. We have teams in the first and second divisions of
the Basingstoke League and we often host other clubs from north
Hampshire who always comment on what a fabulous setting and
views we have.
Meeting other players
Club nights are
when members
play with others are
on a Tuesday and
Friday evening from
6pm. Also, we have
club afternoons
on Wednesdays
and Sundays from
2pm. And when
you come along to
play at other times
you will always be

Children’s Corner Answers
Spring Word Search

guaranteed a court by booking
on our easy-to-use court
booking system.
Social tennis evenings are held
regularly as well as friendly
tournaments and our Club
Championships with the
Finals’ Day in September.
For those who like exercising
their brain cells, we hold a
popular quiz every November
which is open to anyone to attend. Keep a look out locally for more
information nearer the time.
Tennis coaching
Our two club coaches Ben Jubin and Steph Catlin will be putting
together a programme of exciting coaching throughout the year for
individual and group sessions. Contact them via social media or see
our website to find out more.
Membership
Adult membership is only £100 for the whole year, a bargain for
such great facilities and compared with prices of other tennis venues.
It’s also cheaper for children and there are family deals too.
Follow us on Facebook at Old Basing Tennis Club. And if you no
longer play tennis but would like to keep in touch or come along and
watch some great tennis with a cup of tea and piece of cake, we have
Social Memberships too.
How to get in touch
To find out more about Old Basing Tennis Club see our website at
clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub
Email us on obtc.information@gmail.com
Facebook Old Basing Tennis Club
Where are we?
The club house and courts are situated at the end of Riley Lane, Old
Basing RG24 7DH. We’re opposite the Bolton Arms Pub and next
to the cricket and football pitches with a large car park.

Caring since 1981

A family approach to care and support
“The quality of care & kindness that Mum has received is second
to none. As her daughter, I can relax, being 100% conﬁdent that
she is being looked after in a respectful, caring & digniﬁed way.
Mum herself says how marvellous the staff are.”
carehome.co.uk review, 2021

9.9
Review Score
on carehome.co.uk

See you on court soon

All Gardening
Services Undertaken
Mowing
Hedges
Boarders
Weeding
Fencing
Jet Washing Drives & Patios
Conservatories
Leaf Clearing

Kris’s
Gardening
Services

Call Kris on:

07769 349458

Call:

0333 305 1785

St Catherine’s Rd
GU16 9NP
or Camberley,
visit:

forestcare.co.uk

