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CHAIRMAN’S
FOREWORD

THINKING ABOUT
SECURITY?
WHY NOT CALL

RUNNING NOT WALKING
As I write this we are in the process of forming the ‘new’ Parish
Council for the next 4 year term. Disappointingly there were
fewer candidates than seats on the council, but luckily we have
already had a number of volunteers so we will start the next 4
year term at almost full strength.
We were more fortunate with the Borough Council elections and
a good field of candidates were available for your consideration
for the one seat in the Basing Ward (which includes the villages of
Mapedurwell, Up Nateley and Newnham as well as the Parish area of
Basing and Lychpit). Paul Gaskell was re-elected and we look forward
to working with him as one of our 3 Borough Councillors.

CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family
owned & run security systems installation
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and
maintain alarms for both residential & commercial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security
products to the highest industry standards. We
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete
peace of mind.
Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub
contractors, plus you own your system so...

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472

NO monthly fees!
Find us at www.careguard.co.uk

You may have noticed my name on the ballot paper and despite not
being elected I did receive enough support to make me likely to offer
myself for service again next year as the entire council is re-elected
due to a Boundary Commission review. The new Ward will also
include Upton Grey.
To save me another round of posting leaflets though all your doors
may I take this opportunity to thank all of you who voted, and
particularly those that put an X next to my name.
Closer to home we have completed the refurbishment of the Pavilion
building and a much improved Tea Room is now available with
wheelchair access to this area and the redecorated public toilets.
The rest of the building has also been redecorated and the old single
glazed wooden windows and doors replaced with double glazed
units. New radiators and better insulation will hopefully reduce
heating costs as well as providing a more comfortable environment
for staff and others using the building for meetings.
Particular thanks must go to Cllr David Whiter, who was the lead
councillor and Project Manager, for an excellent result. Our Finance
Officer, Les Orvis, should also be singled out for continuing to ensure
we meet our budget and squeezing a little more out of every pound.
Things never stand still and we must now look outside of the
building and carry out repairs or re-surfacing work, particularly to the
main driveway, and look to improve facilities for car parking. Summer
evenings are always a challenge and I would remind those using the
recreation ground that there is often space in the Riley Lane Car Parks
or, still better, car share or walk. We have a limited number of disabled
parking spaces which should only be used by badge holders, and
badges should be displayed.

Finally as I hand over the reins of Chairman to Councillor
Alan Renwick I’d like to finish by thanking my fellow Councillors
who have chosen to give their time freely once again and
look forward to another busy year.
Mark Oszczyk
Outgoing Chairman, Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised
and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit CommunityAd Magazine
To advertise please call 01843 269513

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160
email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk

The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information contained in
the publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by any means without
the prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in this magazine have asserted
their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The Publishers reserve the right not to
publish a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.
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Parish Notes
NEW COUNCILLORS
The Parish Council is pleased to welcome
two new Councillors.
Richard Barker moved with his wife to Old Basing a few
years ago and has close family ties in the Parish. He is
a qualified barrister specialising in criminal and family
law and is employed in the local Court as a Magistrates’
Legal Adviser. Many residents will know him from his
involvement as a volunteer cutting the grass at the church
and also helping to clear up after the Carnival.
Steve Brown has been a resident in Lychpit for 20 years
and having retired from his role as a Deputy Head teacher
and Mathematics Education Lecturer at Reading University
now has more time to devote to local activities. Some
residents may know him from his role as a former Director
of a local education-business charity, The Basingstoke
Consortium, or will have seen him working on his plot at
the allotments in Riley Lane.
Both Richard and Steve have a wealth of experience
between them to call on when carrying out the duties of
Parish Councillor.
We are also pleased to welcome back Chris Fowler who
was unavailable to stand for re-election earlier this month
but has now asked to be co-opted back on to the Parish
Council. Chris lives in Old Basing and is a member of Old
Basing Lawn Tennis Club and Basingstoke Camera Club.
This leaves just one Councillor vacancy (representing
Lychpit) left to fill although you do not have to be a Lychpit
resident to qualify. If you think you may be interested, we
will be pleased to hear from you.

EROSION OF RIVERBANK
Several residents have contacted the office
regarding the erosion of the riverbank between
the Millstone Pub and Basing House mainly
caused by dogs going into and out of the river.
All comments have been passed on to the Hampshire
County Council Countryside Officer who is responsible
for this footpath and he has provided the following
information:
As my team is responsible for the rights of way network in
your parish we have inspected this footpath and identified
the areas described. I have raised a job for the team to
carry out repairs to the sections which have eroded and
we will also carry out some vegetation clearance to ensure
the full width is available, particularly at the western end of
the path. The surface itself is in generally good condition
and save for the limited areas of erosion the path is in a
good state of repair.

I am aware that some waterways (e.g. River Itchen,
Basingstoke Canal) have installed ‘dog dips’ on banks as a
means of trying to encourage dogs to access the water at
allocated spots and therefore reduce erosion. I’d be happy
to discuss this option further with you if required.
As is often the case, no task is simple and we have since
received the following update:
Regarding path 20 and the erosion of the bank, I have
been in touch with Historic England who have given us
the go ahead without the need for formal consent. Their
approval being necessary due to proximity to Basing
House.
However, The River Loddon is a designated main river. This
work is likely to be flood risk activity and needs permission
from the Environment Agency. This is in progress.
Our plan is to install coir logs. I’ll have to get back to you
about creating places for dogs to enter the water.
With summer approaching and consequent increase in
people using this footpath, it is hoped, the necessary
permissions will be granted quickly to enable work to be
carried out as soon as possible.

OLD BASING & LYCHPIT
In business locally for over
20 years and living in the
community for over
30 years.

Fully
insured
including
public liability.
Executive & family transfers to all
destinations including:
• Airports
• Docks
• Theatre
• Long distance.

Call Roy on
07768381542
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Supply throughout
Hampshire, Berkshire
& surrounding areas
Guardian Solid Roofs

At Phillips we have a
modern and forward
thinking approach,
where our legal
experts are committed
to giving you the very
best advice and
exceptional service.

Services for you:
• Residential Property
• Employment Law
• Wills & Probate
• Family Law
• Dispute Resolution
• Mediation

Business Services:
• Corporate Law
• Commercial Law
• Commercial Property
• Employment Law
• Dispute Resolution
• Succession Planning

legal@phillips-law.co.uk
www.phillips-law.co.uk

01256 460830

Our clients like
and trust us

We are helpful
& professional

Full range of
legal services

We offer value
for money

We are
innovative
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
& EVENTS FOR 2019

National Neighbourhood
Watch Week

17—23 June

Meetings take place on Tuesday evenings starting
at 7.30 pm unless otherwise stated and are held at
The Pavilion on the Recreation Ground, Old Basing.
Planning & Development Committee meetings may be
cancelled if there are no plans for discussion.

As part of National NHW week, Basingstoke &
Deane NHW team will be attending several events
including a joint crime prevention event with
Safer North Hampshire and the Police in Festival
Place on Thursday 20 June between 11:00 and
14:00 hours.

All meetings are open to the public and time is
allocated on the Agenda for any member of the public
present to address the meeting. Until the proposed
improvements to the Pavilion are completed we would
ask anyone with mobility problems who wish to attend
to contact the Parish Office in advance.

During the week NHW will be celebrating another successful year.
Membership continues to grow and more residents are joining
because they know it makes a difference to the safety of their
community. Whether it’s preventing fraud, educating young people
about knives or accompanying a person to a doctors’ appointment,
NHW volunteers are doing incredible work to
make their communities safer and stronger.

JULY
2
Full Parish Council Communications Committee (7pm)
9&23 Planning & Development Committee

AUGUST
6
Full Parish Council Communications Committee (7pm)
13&27 Planning & Development Committee
20
Facilities Management Committee

Much of the public think NHW is purely a
crime prevention movement – we know
that’s not the whole picture and we want
to give people a more rounded sense
of what NHW is all about. This year we
want to highlight both the traditional
work our groups do on crime prevention
& reporting as well as celebrate the
unexpected projects our volunteers
work on.
Visit https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
for more

SEPTEMBER
3
Full Parish Council Communications Committee (7pm)
10&24 Planning & Development Committee
17
Facilities Management Committee

OCTOBER
1
8&22
15
20

Full Parish Council Communications Committee (7pm)
Planning & Development Committee
Finance & Resources Committee
Facilities Management Committee

NOVEMBER
5
Full Parish Council Communications Committee (7pm)
12&26 Planning & Development Committee

DECEMBER
3
9
10
17

Full Parish Council Communications Committee (7pm)
Community Partnership Evening
Facilities Management Committee
Planning & Development Committee

A. SEWELL

www.asewell.co.uk
Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual
All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
- Security & Emergency Lighting
- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
- Multi-room Audio/Visual
- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893
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FINDING IT DIFFICULT
TO SEE YOUR GP?
Don’t wait. Get fast access to
GP appointments at BMI The Hampshire Clinic
BMI The Hampshire Clinic offers a private
GP service providing quick and easy access to
appointments with an experienced doctor,
at a time that suits you.
This service is available to all patients - whether you
are local to Basingstoke or just visiting the area.

appointment call

0800 096 2694
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County Councillor Report
My term of office as Chairman of Hampshire County Council
has come to an end and I handed over the Chain of Office on
17 May. It has been an enormous pleasure and privilege to
represent Hampshire County Council as their Civic Head and to
attend numerous events and occasions. Whilst carrying out my
duties I met many amazing people from all walks of life and this
has been a huge eye-opener for me in seeing at first hand the
great work carried out by volunteers from every sector.
I enjoyed all of the formal engagements, meeting dignitaries
and opening or just visiting events and places in Hampshire
but what stood out most was the dedication and commitment
of the people involved, many of whom are volunteers. I will
treasure my memories of these events for a long time.

Changes at the Top

Former RAF pilot and MP, Councillor Keith Mans has been
elected as the new County Council Leader and Councillor
Charles Choudhary has been elected as Chairman (the
Civic Head of Hampshire County Council). It follows the
announcement by former Leader, Councillor Roy Perry that he
was stepping down from the role after six years.

Climate Change Cabinet

A meeting dedicated to considering how Hampshire County
Council can reduce its carbon emissions to zero will be arranged
over the coming weeks. This will be an opportunity to consider
carbon reduction targets across Hampshire -from schools, farms,
traffic and transport through to waste and recycling.

Street Lighting

Hampshire County Council has had a programme of energy
reduction around street lighting over recent years with a 50%
reduction in consumption and a 66% reduction in carbon
emissions since 2010. Although lights have been dimmed in
residential areas overnight since 2012 a three-hour switch off
between the hours of 0100 and 0400 came into force on 1st
April. The decision was supported by the Clear Skies campaign
following a public consultation in 2018.
Streetlights are controlled centrally; exclude Principal Routes (A
to C class roads), town centres, and roads with traffic calming,
subways, crossings and illuminated traffic signs. Hampshire
Constabulary were consulted on the proposals and asked
to comment on those areas where lights should be left on.
However it is early days in the programme and changes can
be made as necessary as the streetlights can be individually
controlled via a central system.
Use of Large Commercial Vehicles or Trailers at HWRCs
Hampshire residents can use a van, pick-up or trailer longer than
1.8m to transport their own household waste for disposal,

while restricting use of the sites for commercial purposes from
1st June with a permit. The permit will cost £15 and will be
valid for 12 months or 12 visits, and provides access for vans
and larger vehicles at any of the 24 HWRCs across Hampshire.
Separate arrangements are in place at Hampshire’s HWRCs for
traders and businesses to dispose of commercial waste on a
chargeable basis, depending on the scale and type of waste. All
HWRCs have an accessible parking bay for blue badge holders.
Blue badge holders will also now require a permit if they wish to
use a larger commercial-type vehicle for their household waste.
Residents wishing to apply for a permit can do so at
www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/
wastepermits
Information on commercial waste charges for businesses
is available at www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/
commercialwaste
Elaine still Tel: 01256 880926
Mobile: 07747 862913
Website: elainestill.com cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk
Elaine.Still@hants.gov.uk
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Contact information
Parish Office, The Pavilion,
The Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
01256 462847 www.oldbasing.gov.uk
The Parish Office is open between 10am and 12noon Mon-Thurs (staff also
work outside of these hours and will return urgent calls, so please do leave
a message or alternatively email the Clerk or Deputy Clerk).

Parish Office and Recreation Facilities
Heather Mountford

Sandra Tuck (Clerk)

(Deputy Clerk)
Deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Stephen Richardson
				

Harry Rice Groundsman

Grounds & Facilities Manager

Councillors

Alan Renwick
(Chairman)
Old Basing

Mark Oszczyk
(Vice-Chairman)
Old Basing

David Whiter
Old Basing

Christine Fowler
Old Basing

Peter Bloyce
Old Basing

Vera Riley-Shaw
Lychpit

John Robinson
Old Basing

Old Basing

Roger Doust
Lychpit

Richard Barker
Old Basing

Kerry-Ann
Chamberlain

Steve Brown
Lychpit

Photos by: Stephen Pritchard Photography www. stephenpritchardphotography.com
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BASINGSTOKE DISCOVERY CENTRE Learning in Libraries

ACTIVITIES IN JUNE
Adult events

Tuesday 4 June: 2pm/ £10
Antique Valuation Talk with Thomas Forrester
A wonderful talk about Antiques with British TV personality
Thomas Forrester from BBC’s Bargain Hunt and Flog it! Join
Thomas as he talks about the magic of the auction, valuating
items, and his career. Ticket holders may bring an item they
would like to learn more about. You may have treasures hiding
in your home, gathering dust that you knew nothing about.
Saturday 22 June: 12.30pm/£3
ARTSOTRANS
Facing transphobia and providing solidarity – a guide to better
allyship in 2019.
A workshop and Q&A session focused on debunking myths and
common misconceptions about the transgender experience,
as well as how to provide support for transgender people
in general. Hosted by trans activist and director of a local
Hampshire community arts venue, Devin Valentine, alongside
Georgie Williams who is a gender researcher currently working
at the University of Southampton.
Saturday 22 June: 2pm/ £5
Diary of a Drag Queen
This is an adult only event with Author Crystal Rassmussen.
Crystal takes you through a year in the life of a Northern, workingclass drag queen. Her book covers topics such as gender
pronouns, ownership of words, and the impact of RuPaul’s Drag
Race on perceptions of drag and trans issues. This is where the
unspeakable turns into the estimable - a one of a kind depiction
of the queer experience. The Author pulls no punches with her
use of language in a very frank and honest session.
Tuesday 25 June: 10.30am/ £5
Hidden Basingstoke Walk: Basingstoke Churches
Back by popular demand and following a sell-out walk in April,
Phil Howe and John Hopkins from Hidden Britain Tours are back
to do an additional date for their Basingstoke Churches walk,
leading you through the town to explore parts that are often
overlooked. Basingstoke has a wealth of church architecture,
ranging from battle scarred ancient churches with mysterious
medieval graffiti, to the peculiar Countess of Huntingdon’s
Connexion, to tin tabernacles. This gentle town walk examines
the town’s places of worship and explains at least some of the
stories behind the stones. Meet at the Information Desk in
Basingstoke Discovery Centre and please dress for the weather.

Children’s events
Tuesday 25 June: 1.30pm & 3.75pm/ £3.75
Elmer Interactive Storytime
Come dressed in your brightest colours & join in the
celebrations. Lots of fun with this rainbow coloured elephant
and his friends. Amanda from Merry-go-Round Storytelling
leads an interactive session based on this well-loved story. For
ages 2-6 yrs.

Fridays 7 June – Friday 12 July (a 6 week course): 10am – 12 noon/ £60
Drawing for All and teacher
This course, with local artist and teacher Russell Bignold, will
introduce you to a range of drawing techniques and a structured

method to achieve a high standard artwork. Working through still life,
pet portraits and animal drawings, through to the figure and finishing
on portraits. For all abilities
Saturday 15 June: 10am – 4pm/ £30
Drawing in Charcoal – a one day workshop
A 6 hour workshop. Learn how to draw in charcoal and develop
techniques to create a piece of artwork to take home. Suitable for
beginners or those with some experience.
Tuesday 11 June – Tuesday 16 July (a 6 week course): 4pm – 6pm/
£60 (+ £2 per session payable to the tutor)
Just Watercolours!
This course will introduce learners to creating unique and innovative
art based on watercolours. Learn in a creative and friendly
environment, supported by local artist and tutor Jacky Purtill.
Saturday 29 June: 10am – 4pm/ £30
Creative Sewing for All
An opportunity to have fun learning and improving your sewing skills.
Whether you want to upcycle or create a new garment, this workshop
will give you lots of ideas and support. For all abilities. With local artist
and designer, Sarah Pinnell.
Tickets for all events should be booked in advance, available from
the Discovery Centre, booking line 01256 478670 or online
www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.
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OLD BASING ARCHERS
A family club for all ages and abilities

Founded in 1967, we have more than 100 shooting members
All ages and abilities, from teens to those in their 80s
From beginners to experienced Team GB archers
We have an established shooting range at the recreation ground
Recognised and registered by Archery GB as a Community Club

Fancy shooting?
O.B.A

We run a have-a-go stall every year at the carnival
and beginners’ courses throughout the year.

Visit www.oldbasingarchers.co.uk

for details
Gilded Edge Graphic Design - dave_cook45@yahoo.co.uk

Greetings!
Revd. Heather Leppard comes
to St Mary’s from the Parish
of Harnham in the Diocese of
Salisbury where she has been
serving as Assistant Curate
since 2015.
Having grown up in Fleet, Revd
Heather is returning to an area
that she knows and loves.
Prior to ordination, Revd. Heather worked in university
chaplaincy in Plymouth; worked in outreach for the
Methodist Church in Bristol; interned at Derby Cathedral;
and lived in Christian communities volunteering among
refugees and asylum seekers, and people with learning
difficulties in Birmingham. She also holds degrees from
the Open University and the University of Cambridge.
Her faith has been nurtured particularly through church
music, pilgrimages to Taizé and Santiago de Compostella,
contemplative prayer, and social action. Revd. Heather
trained for ministry at Westcott House in Cambridge
where she met, and married, Revd. Dominic Thornton.
They have two young children, and love spending time
outdoors as a family. Revd. Heather also enjoys running,

dancing (though mainly round the kitchen these
days!) and reading Feminist Theology. She is very
much looking forward
to getting to
know the community
in Old Basing and
Lychpit
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Old Basing & Lychpit Village Show 2019
The Old Basing & Lychpit Village Show will take place on Sunday 8th September at The Village Hall,
Old Basing at 2.30pm. Admission is £1 for adults and accompanied children under 15 are free.
greenfly or your scones have been eaten, we hope you
will come and stroll round the show exhibits before
enjoying a cup of tea and some homemade cake whilst
deciding which classes to enter next year.
Village Show stall at Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival 2018

The free yellow booklet containing the schedule of
classes has been available for a few weeks from various
retail outlets in the Village and, if you would like to
enter, this will give you an idea of what you need to
do. Do also look at our website www.oblvs.org.uk
where you can find an on-line version of the schedule
to download, as well as tips and hints and spare entry
forms. We are always looking for new entrants to come
and join the fun! Staging of your exhibits starts at 8am
on the morning of the show and the judging starts at
10.15 prompt.
There are 100 classes to enter, including fruit and
vegetables, flowers, pot plants, floral arrangements,
baking, jams and preserves, handicrafts, photography,
wine and beer and the ever popular children’s classes.
So there is something for absolutely everyone. This
year it is worth mentioning that we have a class for a
decorative hanging basket or planter which should
be displayed at the front of your house, visible from
the road. You will need to deliver a hard copy photo
of your entry to the Show Secretary by 12th August as
the entries for this class will be judged that week. This
is a good class to enter if you know that you will be on
holiday for the show day itself as you can do all this
beforehand!
For the first time there will be an additional display by
another village organisation – the Old Basing WI which
is celebrating its Centenary.
The Village Show Committee will of course be on
hand at the Carnival on 15th June at the “Village Show
gazebo” to help with any queries you may have about
the show itself. We shall be having our usual plant sale
where donated plants are always welcome. Even if
your cucumbers aren’t quite ready, your prize rose has

Winning entry in the Specimen
Bloom of a Hybrid Tea Rose
class 2018

Display of children’s entries for
the ‘Junk Model’ class 2018

2018 entry for the Decorative
Hanging Basket or Planter class
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Local Beat Officer Update

Message Sent By Aiden Blackwell (Police, PC, Basingstoke District)
I am your local Police Officer Aiden Blackwell. This
is an update for the East beat area of Basingstoke
consisting of Old Basing, Chineham and Lychpit.
The main priority and focus over the last 3 months
has been to deal with the increasing number of theft
from motor vehicles that have occurred. I have taken
an active approach in trying to catch the person/s
involved and encouraging residents to contact Police
with any information and CCTV that you may have
to assist with the investigations. I am pleased to say
a person that was believed to be committing the
crimes has now been arrested and is spending time
behind bars.
This will still stay as a priority and would like to
remind residents to make sure that their vehicles are
locked and to remove all valuables. Please physically
check your vehicle is secure as it still appears many
are being left unlocked. One simple check can have a
profound impact on the number of incidents which
will enviably decrease and discourage persons from
attempting these type of crimes.
On another note it appears from the most recent

figures from the last rolling 3 months compared to the
previous 3, thefts from sheds have increased. Over the
past 3 months there has been 15 reported shed breaks
compared to 6 from the previous 3 months. Again I
would like to remind you to please make sure your
outer buildings are locked and anything of value out
of sight. You can access www.immobilise.com which is
a free service used by Hampshire Constabulary to help
relocate stolen property. Note down serial numbers of
products you own for example tools or push bikes that
you may have.
I would encourage you to report crime or suspicious
activity, by calling us on 101 or reporting it online
by going to www.hampshire.police.uk. You can also
report it anonymously to Crime Stoppers instead of
the police, on 0800 555111.
Please follow our Facebook page for local news and
updates, requests for information from you and
important posts from our partners. You can follow
us at www.facebook.com/Basingstokecops.
PC 21514 BLACKWELL
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Get free extra support
during power cuts.
Register for
Priority Services.
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Breaking News: No Fault Divorce Approved
After years of campaigning, media attention and a 12 week public consultation it
has been announced that the ‘no fault’ divorce has been approved by Government
and will be introduced ‘as soon as parliamentary time allows’.
This news brings family law into the 21st century and will be welcomed by many
separating couples who may now have a chance to separate faster and with dignity.
Under the current rules, in order to obtain a divorce in England and Wales, one party
needs to prove adultery, unreasonable behaviour or desertion. Otherwise, the
couple need to have been separated, living apart for at least two years (if the other
spouse is willing to consent to a divorce) or five years or more (no consent required)
– meaning some couples are forced to stay legally married for many years after the
relationship has broken down.
This fuels the ‘blame game’ at the start of the separation procedure and can be damaging to relationships throughout, it can make for
acrimonious or hostile proceedings and can be particularly tough for any children involved in a divorce
This will now be scrapped, allowing couples to divorce in a much more civil manner. Thousands of marriages break-down each year through no
fault of any one particular party. Many simply grow apart, want different things or fall out of love and the new rules mean that couples can go
their separate ways without a bitter end to what, on the whole, may have been a positive relationship.
The change in divorce law is welcomed by the Family Law Team at Lamb Brooks, who
champion the use of non-confrontational separation methods such as Mediation and the
Collaborative Method– allowing couples to firm up their arrangements round the table,
without the need to attend court.
The ‘no fault’ divorce will benefit so many who wish to remain respectful to their ex-partner
and work together to continue to raise children.
Lamb Brooks Family Law Team L-R:
Julia McGuigan, Rob Parker, Laura Bell

For further information please do not hesitate to contact our friendly family team on
01256 844 888 or email enquiries@lambbrooks.com

FOOBS Trail Runs
13th October 2019
After the success of last year’s rainsoaked inaugural event, we are delighted to let Parishoners know that
FOOBS will be organising another set of 10k/6k/2k trail
runs around the beautiful Wildmoor area’s footpaths and
fields in October 2019. RJS Builders and Go Walkies have
both confirmed as our main sponsors again this year, and
we thank them for their generous support - if any other
businesses want to be involved, please do let us know;
the more the merrier!
We are hoping for better weather this year, so that our
BBQ & bouncy castles can be enjoyed by spectators and
runners alike - although last year was great fun splashing
around in the puddles! Watch this space for more details
of how to enter.... you’ve got all Summer to get fit and
ready to trot.
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FIVE-WAYS TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Hampshire Highways has given us an explanation
regarding the changes to the Five-ways traffic
lights in Old Basing. A number of residents have
questioned whether the changes were needed
given that they were working well before – “If
it isn’t broke don’t fix it”. However, Highways
have said that the old lights had reached the
end of their maintainable life. The signals have
been upgraded to a new system called MOVA
(Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation).
This is currently the most responsive system
available to traffic conditions used at isolated
intersections. Highways say that this often leads
to a significant increase in capacity at junctions.
At the time of writing the new lights and controls
appear to be working well.

Parking – Motorists continue to break the law parking
illegally and using every trick in the book to park as

CROOMBS
ELECTRICAL
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES
Installations, repairs and maintenance to
Industrial, commercial and domestic premises
Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control
Portable Appliance Testing
24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE
www.croombs.co.uk

01256 357923

conveniently (many would say selfishly) as they can.
In a recent Court case in Basingstoke a motorist from
Chineham pleaded guilty to altering a Blue Badge
Document (disabled parking permit). This cost him over
£3000 in fines and costs.
Pavement parking – Pavement parking continues to
be a nuisance throughout the Parish as well as more
widely. A letter in the Gazette (2nd May) from the Chair
of Cycle Basingstoke, has highlighted the continuing
and growing problem of pavement parking. The letter
pointed to a Government consultation asking for public
views and suggestions for solutions. Pavement parking is
not illegal, except in London, but does cause obstruction
which can lead to police prosecution. Hopefully stricter
rules nationally may come out of this consultation. The
consultation ends on 14th May, after the issue of this
Newsletter.
Article by Peter Bloyce

Ensure Security Systems
NO CALL-OUT Friendly, reliable, local, family-run
CHARGE All makes of locks fitted and repaired
NO VAT uPVC door and window repairs
OAP DISCOUNT Secondary and garage security
FREE ESTIMATES 24hr emergency service

Call David on 01256 411522

www.ensurelocks.co.uk

LOCKSMITH

Hampshire Highways has sent us the following
explanation of the MOVA operation.
“MOVA solves this problem with two modes of operation
depending on traffic conditions. These are congested
and uncongested (free flowing) conditions. In freeflowing mode the aim of MOVA is to disperse any queues
which have built up on a red signal, it then assesses the
traffic flows approaching on each arm of the junction
and calculates if extending the current green would be
beneficial. If it is beneficial then the current green is
extended, and the calculation is repeated. This continues
until there is no benefit in extending the green and the
signals move to the next stage in the sequence. When the
road network is congested MOVA operates in capacity
maximising mode. This assesses which approaches are
overloaded and how efficiently the green is being used
and seeks to determine a set of signal timings which
will maximise the throughput of the junction under
the current conditions. Of course, delays may still occur
if traffic demand exceeds the capacity of the junction
to handle the traffic, as often happens in the morning
and evening peak hours, but it will always do its best to
optimise the signal settings under these circumstances.”
Please direct all enquiries to Hampshire Highways.
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BOB
BERRY

FENCING
01256 358940
07780 990361

CONTRACTORS IN COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FENCING
GARDEN • FIELD • SECURITY • ANIMAL PROOFING • GATES
LANDSCAPING
Over thirty five years of experience • Free estimates & advice

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk
fencing@bobberryfencing.co.uk
Braeside, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LP

01256 325015
07701 088979

Summer Ball

FR I DAY 1 9TH J U LY 2 0 1 9
Black Tie Event
Canapés Served To Your Table
Delicious Four Course Dinner
Live Band, DJ & A Photo Booth
Spectacular Fireworks Display

£75 per person
Recto ry Ro ad, Basi ng sto ke, Hampshi re, RG2 3 7 E L
+44 (0)1256 783 350 | enquiries@oakleyhall-park.com
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Sweet and Hot Crusted Salmon
(serves 2) approx. 320 kcals

Your community cafe
Friday afternoon, 2–4.30pm*

Come and join us at our friendly community cafe.
Located in the Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church,
Old Basing. All ages welcome.
♥ Selection of cakes** ♥ Fresh filter coffee ♥
♥ Tea ♥ Speciality tea ♥ Hot Chocolate ♥
♥ Fruit juice ♥ Toy Corner ♥ Knit ‘n’ Natter ♥
Fundraising during the summer term will go to:
Motor Neurone Disease Association. www.mndassociation.org

Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church, Old Basing
Tel: 07813 186328 Email: thevillagecafeoldbasing@gmail.com

*Check Facebook for opening times during holidays.
**Gluten Free option available when possible.

Ingredients
Crust

Sauce

1 tbs demerara sugar
½ tsp dry English mustard
Finely grated zest of 2 limes
2 tbs of grainy mustard
4 tbs dried bread crumbs
Pinch of cayenne pepper

150ml reduced fat
crème fraiche
1 tsp horseradish
sauce
Drizzle of runny honey
mix all ingredients
together

Heat the oven to 190c Gas 5.
Mix all the crust ingredients together and press over the
salmon. Place on a lightly oiled baking sheet and bake
for15 mins.
Serve with a choice of mashed potatoes and vegetables or
better still, a mixed salad.
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W.T. HILL

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Funeral Directors

s
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24 hours a day
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Internal and external
works undertaken
Tel: 01256 467 901
Mob: 07748 808069

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation
380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

Ist Class Garden Constructions

Enhancing Outdoor Spaces Since 1998
Wokingham, Reading, Basingstoke & Surrounding Areas
• Decks & Patios
• Fences

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

• Buildings
• Pergolas & Arches

01256 761717

Trading
Standards
approved

O N SIT

IST
OR
L
F
E

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

!

Free home visits,
ideas and written quotations

Tel: 07961 860 910

01256 355556

www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

Email: julian@1stclassgardenconstructions.co.uk
Website: www.1stclassgardenconstructions.co.uk

Professional Arboriculture & Fencing
J N Treescape is based in Overton working throughout
Hampshire and surrounding counties.
We are committed to providing a professional and
friendly service at competitive rates.

TPO and Conservation Area Applications

NPTC Qualified & Experienced
National Certificate in Arboriculture
Public Liability up to £10 Million
All Work Carried out to British Standards BS 3998:2010

01256 770910 | 07388 930368
jn_treescape@outlook.com
www.jntreescape.co.uk
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The Pink Space s a small registered charity which provides

wellbeing services and support to adults affected by any type of
cancer in Basingstoke and the surrounding area.
Many of our services are provided for free and to enable us to
continue our valuable work we organise various fundraising events
throughout the year. Sadly so many of us have family, friends or
colleagues who have been touched by cancer.
Do you know someone who could benefit from our services?
Our weekly Pink Place sessions include complimentary therapies
(massage, reflexology, footcare and nails), counselling, hair services
(e.g. cut, style), wig services, coffee and chat. We also run regular
events and evenings that include information days, social events,
ladies lunch club, craft crowd workshops, wellbeing courses (e.g.
mindfulness), partner support.
The Pink Place Xtra is for those with a secondary diagnosis or living
with cancer long term.

The Blue Space offers monthly wellbeing sessions for men.
These include therapies and support to help with anxiety and effects
of cancer. Our monthly support group is for men whose loved ones
have been affected by cancer.
Volunteering - A great opportunity to make a difference!
Our volunteers are a wonderful bunch of people who all have their
own very personal and individual reasons for volunteering but the
one thing they all agree on, is that they benefit from the ‘feel good’
factor and the knowledge that they can make a difference!
One Monday a month for our morning sessions, (10.00am 12.30pm), we are looking for volunteer level 3 massage therapists,
Level 2 beauty therapists for manicure and pedicure and Level 3
trained hairdressers with 1 year’s salon experience to cut and blow
dry – a little pampering offers a real boost to our guests.
Volunteering is really rewarding and a great opportunity to meet
new people. If you have a little spare time or would like to make a
difference then please get in touch.
Tel: 07899 970841 e mail: info@thepinkplace.org.uk
www.thepinkplace.org.uk

Testimonials:

“It was such a pleasure when I first came to The Pink Place and heard my
own worries coming from other people. You can be completely honest
here. I’d leave some sessions almost dizzy with relief”- Alice
“I purchased my wig from The Pink Place. I couldn’t have felt more
comfortable and confident to face the world”- Kate
“At times I was at such a low point, The Pink Place was a real life saver
for me”- Amanda

“I found it good to have somewhere I could talk to others who
understood”- Pete
“I first went to The Blue Space because my wife wanted me to, I went
back because I wanted to”- Kevin
“I came along to get answers, but realized I didn’t know what the
questions were. Thanks to The Blue Space I found clarity” - Chris
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01256 411822
07951 026858

Basing Tutors
Local
Tutors
For Local
People

info@suregripstyres.co.uk
www.suregriptyres.co.uk

01256 470948

admin@basingtutors.com

Best Prices & Service | No Local Call Out Charges | We Will Come To Your Home or Work!

•Friendly, personal approach
•Professional tutors •One-to-One Tuition
Initial consultation free of charge
Comprehensive diagnostic Literacy assessment
with no further obligation

www.basingtutors.com

• Car – Van & 4x4 Tyres
• Run Flat Tyres
• Caravan Tyres
• Wheel Balancing

Puncture Repairs •
Locking Nut Removal •
Brake Discs & Pads •
Batteries •

We also supply & fit doors

Quality build, on time, on budget.

With over 10 successful years providing quality services to our customers, we possess a
wide range of building professionalism to help you achieve the home of your dreams.

New Builds • Extensions • Alterations
Kitchens • Plastering • Joinery

mobile: 07921 756438
website: www.ctpbuilders.org.uk
email: info@ctpbuilders.co.uk
CTP Builders Limited

22 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter

A country walk
A return to an
old favourite for
this edition. This
is a circular walk
beginning and
ending at the Riley
Lane car park. It
follows Footpaths
13 and 12, a stretch
of U261, Poors Farm
Road and Ashmoor
Lane, and completes
along Footpath 14.

FP12
FP13

Unlike the previous few walks this one does incorporate a large
amount of country footpaths and field margins so stout footwear is
advised. Although all the paths are passable there are exposed tree
roots and stretches of uneven ground so this walk is unsuitable for
wheelchairs, pushchairs etc.
Start by following Riley Lane towards the cemetery and the railway
footbridge (Easterly). At the footbridge proceed on the north side of
the railway line through a gate onto a narrow path. Follow this path
alongside the railway line (FP12) until it eventually passes through
a boggy section to a modern countryside access gate (what we
would have called in my early years in Oxfordshire a ‘Kissing Gate’).
Previously this walk involved about 5 hard to manage stiles but
these have all been replaced with these modern gates. After the
gate follow the path up though a little gorge to emerge on the field
margin on level ground. Continue eastwards to another ‘Kissing Gate’
and immediately turn right to follow the field margin to the corner
and then again easterly along the edge of the railway cutting. Pass
through a third gate and follow the path diagonally left across and
down the field to the corner with woods to the right. Previously this
field had horses in it and there is evidence of future possible use so
follow the normal rules about dogs and securing gates etc.
At the bottom of this slope exit the field via a more traditional
wooden access gate next to the field gate. Proceed about 100 yards /
metres along a field access track to Poors Farm Road - Poors Farm is to
the left. Turn right and follow the road level and then uphill to the rail
overbridge (no 128, 44 miles and 60 chains from Waterloo, as detailed
on the Network Rail bridge identifier clearly visible).
On the far side of the bridge follow Ashmoor Lane level, slightly uphill
and then down fairly steeply. Over the left hand hedgerow are good
views of open countryside but unfortunately now road noise from
the A30 intrudes.
At a square green sign “Hodds Farm” turn right. Although this is
Hodds Farm drive it is also Footpath 14. Follow the drive gently uphill
westerly and then gently downhill. At the dip follow a westerly path
though the farm (all buildings to the right) and to the right of a white
bungalow ahead. Proceed uphill along Footpath 14 with fields to the
left and woodland to the right. On this stretch as you near the top of
the rise, across a couple of small fields on the right the mainline rail
track is visible again. As the track converges to the railway cross the
footbridge and return via Riley Lane to the car park.

FP14

Alternatively follow the path westerly under tree cover to
emerge next to a metal 5-bar access gate to the site of the
proposed replacement Scout Centre and onto Milkingpen
Lane. Turn right under the famous flooding bridge and along
Milkingpen Lane to the green triangle outside the Bolton Arms
and thence up Riley Lane to the Car Park.
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THE BARBERSHOP
HACKWOOD ROAD LTD
Traditional Barbershop
established for over 50 years

3 Chair Salon
Air Conditioned
Free Customer Parking Adjacent to the Shop
Opening Times:
Monday – Tuesday: 8:30am til
5pm
Wednesday: Closed
Thursday-Friday: 8:30am til 5pm
Saturday: 7am – 12 Midday

Tel: 07463367536
Email: simon@the-barbershop.co.uk
Website: www.the-barbershop.co.uk
Barbershop, Basingstoke, RG21 3AE
(Located next to the War Memorial Park entrance)

www.the-barbershop.co.uk

THE TALE OF THE CHIMNEY SWEEPING APPARATUS
In the Parish Council minutes of January 7th 1924
under ‘New Machinery’ a Mr Wellsted reported that
chimney sweeping apparatus could be purchased
for 30 shillings. He was asked to report further at
the next council meeting.
At the next meeting on February 4th 1924 a resolution was
passed to purchase said chimney sweeping apparatus which
was to be hired out to parishioners. Rules for letting were
drawn up & the maximum letting time was to be 4 hours.
The chimney sweeping apparatus was obviously put to
good use because at the Parish Council meeting on January
5th 1925 it was decided to purchase a new brush for said
apparatus. The cost was not to exceed 5 shillings.
On November 7th 1927 the chimney sweeping apparatus
account was presented to the Council. It showed the vast
profit of 1 penny on the four years of letting. It was decided to
put a notice in the post office inviting tenders for the sale of
the brushes etc.
On December 5th 1927 two offers were made for the
sweeping apparatus. A Mr White for 10 shillings & the
Women’s Institute for 15 shillings. Naturally the latter offer
was accepted & here my tale ends.
I have seen the minutes for Old Basing WI for this period but
cannot recall any mention of chimney sweeping apparatus.
Of course the expenditure should be in the accounts book
which I have not seen. I wonder has anyone heard any

mention of this scheme from elderly relatives? If so I would be
very interested to hear from them. Old Basing WI celebrates
its centenary next year & we will be putting together more
stories from its past.
Chris Hall (President Old Basing WI)
chris@lychpit.me.uk

24 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter

Old Basing
Bowling Club

Old Basing Tennis Club
Is this the year that you’ll pick up your old tennis racket and
start to get fit or sign up yourself or your children for some
tennis coaching?
Our season has started well, not only with great weather for playing outside and
we’re hoping for another long, hot summer like last year, but our Winter League
match results were encouraging with the Men’s A and B teams finishing 3rd and
7th in Division 1 and our Mixed team finishing 2nd in Division 1.
We are pleased to have welcomed a number of new members to the club this
season which is great, and our new tennis coaches, Jamie and Ben from JB Tennis
Academy are coaching youngsters on Wednesdays from 4-5pm. They also coach
adults individually or in groups, so do contact them on jbtennisacademy1@
gmail.com if you’d like to learn tennis or improve your play.
Club nights on Tuesday and Friday from 6pm have been well attended, often
with all 4 courts being used with the added incentive of a trip to the pub after
play on one Friday a month. and Monday afternoons is when some members
have a social hit from 3pm, with anyone welcome to join in.

Visitors and new/experienced bowlers are most
welcome at all times.
Visitors: You are invited to come in, watch the bowling
and enjoy a drink.
Bowlers: We are always looking for ‘new talent’. Coaching
and free trial sessions provided. Come and visit us at The
Recreation ground and you will find a friendly environment.
We are hosting a County game between Hampshire and
Wiltshire at 2pm on Saturday June 29th. Spectators are
welcome.

Or, if you’d just like to have a quiet hit with your family and friends, that’s good
too, as the courts are available for members to use at any time.
If you’re not sure whether you want to become a member, we encourage
people to come and play with us 3 times before signing up
and members can bring guests along too at £3 a session.
To find out more information about us, go to
clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub or email
obtc.information@gmail.com
We look forward to welcoming you on court soon, and if
you’re not sure where we are, you can find the clubhouse
and courts next to the cricket and football pitches off Riley
Lane, opposite The Bolton Arms pub.

Please enquire within the club or phone 01256 328423 or
visit our website.
www.oldbasingbowlingclub.co.uk

Pre-paid funeral plans
Free bereavement centre
24 hour service

BASINGSTOKE

01256 351606

1 Buckland Parade, Buckland Road, RG22 6JW
www.funeralcare.co.uk
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Quality Private Healthcare

New! Skin
Assessment Clinic
Fast access to clinical
assessments by
a Private GP with
specialist training in

• Cysts
• Warts
• Skin Tags
• Lipomas
• Lesions
• Moles

Comprehensive assessment and diagnosis for
Private Healthcare

call 01256 315010
visit
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Bryant&Freeman
MOTOR ENGINEERS

01256 464974
01256 321450
Established since 1969

BODY REPAIRS
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
MOT TESTING
FREE ESTIMATES
SERVICING
Eastlands Court, Wade Rd, Basingstoke

bryantandfreeman@btconnect.com

www.bryantandfreeman.co.uk

OLD BASING VILLAGE NURSERY SCHOOL
At the beginning of the year, our
children met with some members
of the Old Basing Village Hall
Management Committee to
plant daffodil bulbs around the
grounds of the village hall. The
children enjoyed chatting to the
committee members and thinking
about the right way to plant the
bulb and how plants need water
and sunshine to grow. It was a
thrill to see the bulbs grow and the daffodils emerge
- they really did look fantastic. In our art lessons with
Sarah, we used paint mixed with salts to create beautiful
textured daffodil paintings inspired by the village hall
daffodils.
As we are nearing the end of our first academic
year at Old Basing Village Nursery School, we have
been reflecting on all that we have done and have
particularly enjoyed working with others within the
local community. We are looking forward to more
opportunities to work with both the village hall
committee and the wider community in the summer
and the new academic year. If you think
your community group or organisation may benefit
from a link with Old Basing Village Nursery School
please do get in touch.

Victoria Grayson
Owner & Manager
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WORTING HOUSE

A great working environment for any business

THE WRIGHT ROOF!

Parkland location in Basingstoke
Friendly reception and secretarial services
Meeting and Training rooms
Broadband internet access • Flexible terms
Plenty of parking • Offices available now
Virtual Office services • Drop-in zone

call 01256 817640
Worting Park · Basingstoke · Hants · RG23 8PX
email info@wortinghouse.co.uk

www.wortinghouse.co.uk

SERVICED OFFICES

We are Basingstoke Water Softeners, your local authorised
suppliers of the TwinTec and Kinetico water softeners. We
also service all makes of water softeners and supply and
deliver block salt. We currently work in Basingstoke,
Newbury, Andover, Alton, Reading and the surrounding
areas.
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OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL
Most residents will have visited Old Basing Village Hall whether for an Antiques Fair, Jumble
Sale a party or other occasion and although not one of the more historic properties in Old
Basing, its history is nonetheless interesting. The fact we have a village hall at all is due to
the resourcefulness, determination and, in some instances, disregard for their own safety
of a small group of residents that formed the village hall committee and to a large extent
built the hall themselves as Sheila Grassi the wife of Don Grassi, one of the founder
members and current Chairman recalls …………….
The old Village Hall was pulled down and the ground given to
the Trustees of the Church to look after. In 1976/77 the village
asked for a new hall to be built so a committee was formed
to find a piece of ground and raise the money to build a new
hall. After 3 years all suggestions had been turned down by
the village and the committee became fed up with trying and
resigned. Betty Holmes, who was the Chairwoman, asked
Trevor Dyer to form another committee – which he did.
A piece of land in Riley Lane had been given by Lord Camrose
but when the committee looked into this they were advised
that they couldn’t build due to a covenant stating that no
building was permitted on this land. Luckily for the village
Betty Holmes then donated a piece of land at the bottom of
Oliver’s Battery for the hall to be built on and the ground given
to the Parish Council with a small rent agreed.
In 1978 when the present committee was formed its first task
was to discuss fund raising and the building of the hall. It was
thought more help was needed and a Fund Raising Committee
was elected which then formed a Charity. The Committee was
to have 9 elected members, to be re-elected each year, together
with representative members from organisations within the
village (one of the requirements for a Village Hall).

Problems with the money from the sale of the old village hall
land were encountered but a design for the hall was drawn up
with the help of Derek Kearns, a local Architect, and the various
needs of hirers were considered.
The hall was to be constructed from brick around a steel
frame, supporting a high pitched tiles roof. Badminton and
other activities were one of the requirements for the hall and
an area off the main hall with removable partitions was also a
requirement to provide a committee or games room. There was
a bar area, gallery running across one side of the hall, kitchen,
toilets and changing rooms. A metal gantry would be built to
the full length of the roof so that electric light bulbs could be
changed.
The land surrounding the hall would be planted with trees and
a car park laid for between 70-80 cars. The estimated cost was
£80,000 for which there was a Capital Grant of £40,000 together
with a Local Government Grant of 20,000 leaving £20,000 to be
raised by the committee.
John Davie
Peter Thorn Joe Wrey Dave Vickery
Fred Barrett Geoff Wade Ron Cox Don Grassi
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Mike Kendall Fred Barrett Geoff Wade
Savings were made, especially with the hall floor, when Peter
Thorn, one of the committee members, was advised that he
could have a wooden floor being pulled up at Salisbury College.
Geoff Wade and a couple of other chaps went to Salisbury
College and took up the floor which was collected by various
village hall committee members and brought back in lorries and
stored in garages until needed. This maple floor is the current
floor to this day.
The first fund raising event was a May Day with a May Queen
being chosen on the day. It was a beautiful day with maypole
dancing, bowls and many different stalls; in fact it was so
successful someone had to go and buy lots more ice cream.
Over £700.00 was raised from this event.
Other events included a Medieval Banquet in the Tythe Barn
which at that time was owned by Seth Barton and all the
villagers made their own shields which were hung around the
walls. A “King” came in on a horse and maids went round with
jugs of wine. Everyone attending dressed up (you couldn’t
attend if you didn’t).
Other events were a Barn Dance, Jumbles, Waste Paper
collecting every week, Carol Singing round the streets with the
Junior School Band playing or with an organ pulled on a trailer.
The half marathon which was run from the hall for 3 years
became very popular and raised lots of money. For 2 years
the committee organised the Village Carnival and football was
played every evening at the school for boys from the age of
5, men and even ladies with the final played on the recreation
ground bringing all the village together. Baby Shows and Tug of
War were also very popular and the result of all these activities
was good sums of money being raised.
A date of Saturday 8th May 1982 was set for the opening of the
hall but the final opening date was Saturday 5th June 1982.

Unfortunately Trevor Dyer, one of the original instigators, died
in a boating incident so did not see the hall finished.
After completion New Year’s Eve parties with live bands and a
full supper became popular annual events. The hall became
established as a popular venue for many types of event and
was booked for many hours on a daily basis which resulted in
the committee needing to employ a Booking Secretary and
Caretaker.
Over the years there have been extensions to the hall, a porch
was added to the front doors then a larger extension with
access to the main hall but also its own entrance was added to
the side creating a further committee room with a small kitchen
and additional toilets.
The Village Hall has now been open for 37 years and is still used
every day, making a small annual profit. The committee ensures
it is maintained in great condition with funds allocated for
maintenance and decorating.
At the end of 2017 the hall was booked by St Mary’s Church for
a Free Christmas Lunch for people from the village which was
provided and cooked by volunteers. An excellent lunch and
afternoon was enjoyed by all who attended.
Many of the original committee members are still on the
Management Committee today and I think it is fair to say the
Old Basing Village Hall Management Committee has, over the
years, achieved what the residents of Old Basing & Lychpit
wanted.
Details of what the hall has to offer and how to book
are on page 36 of this Newsletter on the “Meeting & Party
Venues” page.
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Save the date for Basingstoke Festival - Friday 21 June to
Sunday 7 July 2019 Fun for all the family!
There’s fun for all the family at this year’s Basingstoke Festival. The
annual arts festival is designed to showcase the best of the arts
locally, nationally and internationally. From music to dance, visual art
to theatre, you will ‘discover art in unusual places’.
To kick the festival off, you can take part in an 80’s silent disco at the
Top of the Town on Friday 21 June. Dust down your Rubik’s CubeTM
and grab your leg warmers ready to boogie the night away. On the
festival’s opening weekend head into town to be entertained by
street theatre and acrobatics.
On Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 June get involved with an alien
interaction. Don’t forget to also check out what’s on at Anvil Arts,
Proteus and Hampshire Cultural Trust as part of the festival.
The packed programme also features a series of outdoor cinema
screenings showing popular movies with tickets for Moulin Rouge!
and Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again still available.
The festival builds up to the popular B LOVE festival- Basingstoke’s
biggest weekend of live music, packed with a variety of exciting
performance, art and fantastic family fun, in the War Memorial
Park on Saturday 6 July and Sunday 7 July 2019. This year’s B LOVE
will see an incredible line-up of local music and art talent as well
as international headliners on a number of stages. Headliners
announced to date include Toploader and a Faithless DJ set by Sister
Bliss, and many more will soon follow!
There’s plenty of opportunities to get involved in wonderful family
activities and events including thrilling outdoor performances, beatboxing workshops, and pop-up theatre or explore the Magical Forest
created for festival goers aged 12 and under, with face-painting, arts
and crafts, games, and storytelling.
There is never a dull moment
here at Old Basing Infants
School and the summer term
is certainly no exception! We
have had plenty of trips this
term and Year R have visited
Marwell Zoo to embed the
learning they have been doing
during their Animals topic,
thankfully no children were left
in the monkey enclosure! Also,
Year 1 have visited Southsea to identify the similarities and differences
between there and Old Basing as part of their sea-side topic. Much fun
was had by all!
Year 2 have begun the transition process to various Junior schools and
they will be taking part in a range of activities such as several visits to
the school, meeting their Year 3 buddies and taking part in a PE lesson!
The whole school have been learning about British Values and how
these affect everyone; these values also underpin the engaging and
exciting rights respecting curriculum we deliver here at Old Basing
Infant School.
We have had staff from the University of Toronto visiting us to explore
how we place the UN Convention of the Rights of a Child at the heart
of our ethos and curriculum. They were particularly interested in how
we deliver the message to such young children. They were impressed
with how our curriculum not only teaches about children's rights but,
as a school we also model rights and respect in all our relationships,
whether between children or between children and adults.
We are looking forward to greeting our new cohort of children and
their families in September as they begin their educational journey
with us. There are places available in the current Year R and visits
to the school are always welcome. Please call our school office on
01256325704 to make appointment.

Keep an eye on the website for more information
www.basingstokefestival.co.uk. Tickets for B LOVE can be purchased
at https://blovemusic.com/.
Children 12 and under go FREE with a paying adult.
Notes:

B LOVE and the Basingstoke Festival are Basingstoke and Deane Borough
Council run and subsidised events
B LOVE 2019 is coordinated by the B LOVE Music Forum in partnership with
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council.
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Mini Quiches
Ingredients
• 1/2 red pepper
• 2 spring onions
• 2 slices (about 35g) ham
• 50g cheddar cheese
• 1/2 pack (250g) readymade short crust pastry
• 4 large eggs
Method
• Preheat oven to 180°C (Gas mark 4/350°F).
• Spray or brush a 12 hole muffin tin with a little oil.
• an adult can help with this bit if necessary!).
• Chop the ham into small pieces.
• Grate the cheddar cheese.
• With scissors, cut the tops and bottoms off the spring onions and discard.
Use the scissors to cut the spring onions into small pieces.
• Mix all of your prepared ingredients together in a bowl and put to one side.
• Break the eggs into a small jug or bowl. Whisk until well mixed.
Add a little salt and pepper if wanted.
• Scatter a handful of flour onto a smooth surface and roll out the pastry.
Using a large circle cutter and cut out 12 circles of pastry.
• Push a pastry circle into each hole in the muffin tin
to form a cup.
SUMM
ER WO
• Spoon some of the vegetable and cheese mixture
RD SE
into each cup.
ARCH
Pour over the whisked eggs to cover the mixture
and fill the cups up.
• Bake in the preheated oven for approx.
20 minutes until puffed up and golden.
Remove from the muffin tin and cool on
a wire rack.
• Serve warm or cool completely and store
in the fridge until ready to eat.

Solutions on page 34
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Look no further for your
local legal experts

www.brainchasecoles.co.uk
Tel: 01256 354481

enquiries@brainchasecoles.co.uk

Family Law • Wills and Probate • Property (Residential & Commercial)
Family Mediation • Legal Aid • Notary Public
Haymarket House, 20-24 Wote Street, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7NL
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Complete Pest Solutions provides professional pest and
vermin control for all property types.
If you are experiencing problems with pests in
your home, office, shop or restaurant then please
do not hesitate to contact us and we will provide
you with the correct service for your problem

Based in Sherborne St. John

Old Basing Health Centre

Manor Lane Old Basing Hants RG24 7AE
Tel: 01256 868370

Drs Assadourian, Andrews,
Pizzotti Bates, Williams,
Harris & Pickup
NHS Family Medicine Practice providing the
full range of services.

New patients welcome.

Private services include Travel vaccination
and advice. HGV Medicals, Travel &
Executive medicals.
Meeting & clinical rooms for hire.
Holistic centre providing private therapies
including Acupuncture, Psychology,
Hypnotherapy, NLP, Osteopathy, Pilates &
Yoga, Podiatry, Psychiatry.

www.odihamhealthcentre.co.uk

• Kitchen/Bathroom Installation
& Renovation
• Cabinet Making & Carpentry
• Plumbing
• Floor & Wall Tiling
• Laminate Flooring
• Odd DIY Jobs

T: 07752 215087
MN
E: yourinstallation@hotmail.com
W: www.yourinstallation.com
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Meeting & Party venues in Old Basing & Lychpit
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all types of parties and
meetings and other group events. For information on any of the venues contact the Parish Office via the contact
form on the website, by email to clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847

Old Basing Village Hall
& Frank Goddard Room
This modern, well maintained
venue is perfect for weddings
and birthday parties
from 1 to 100 consisting of
three halls that can adapt to
most group needs.The hall is
fully licensed with broadband
facility, a stage and a large
well-equipped kitchen.
The hall hosts many groups
throughout the week such as
ballet classes, nursery school,
table tennis, archery, line
dancing and yoga.
The weekend is kept free for
one-off bookings such as
weddings, parties, christenings etc. and we also hold jumble sales,
scouting and guides events, quiz nights, religious services, blood
donation sessions, flower shows, pantomimes, charity functions in fact celebrations of all kinds.
In addition to the main hall,
the FRANK GODDARD ROOM
is a modern meeting room
accessed by a flight of stairs
and located at the rear of
the hall. It has a separate
entrance and access to a small
kitchenette.
The Main Hall can be adapted
for 50 to 200 people and the
Frank Goddard Room is suitable
for up to 30 people.
Our committee of volunteers
has maintained a wonderful
facility for all to enjoy with
disabled access and toilet.
Special rates are offered to
parishioners.
* If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Sandie Rice on 07544 289932.
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

The Beddington Centre
For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx 50.
* Cat via email Beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

Old Basing Cricket Club

Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people
* John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Royal British Legion

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor,
available for all types of gatherings, such as weddings, funeral wakes,
children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity 120. Also
available are two board/meeting rooms, each with tea and coffee
making facilities and wi-fi.
* socialclubentertainments@gmail.com
01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Parish Meeting Room
Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable for
groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note: limited
parking
* Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Basing House
Managed by Hampshire Cultural Trust, Basing House offers a range
of venue options.
© Alistair Jones Wedding & Portrait Photographer www.idealimaging.

Great Barn
A fabulous location for your event, marriage or civil partnership and
is available any day including weekends. This spectacular Tudor Barn
is over 37m (120ft) long, 13m (43ft) high and 10.6m (35ft) wide and
will accommodate 600 people standing or around 300 for meetings or
conferences, and 250 for seated receptions.
Walled Garden
The Walled Garden is a beautiful and unusual place to hold events and
parties. Surrounded by Tudor walls the reconstructed Jacobean style
knot garden offers ample space for large marquees and performances
and is available any day including weekends (subject to availability).
Courtyard
The farm yard at Basing House is an excellent space for outdoor events.
Cover is available under the Shelter Sheds, and the Great Barn makes
a fabulous backdrop and is available any day including weekends
(subject to availability).
Learning/Community Room
A bright space equipped with an interactive white board, underfloor
heating, coffee and tea making facilities and sink. Ideal for business
meetings, talks and presentations, craft activities or birthday parties
and is available any day including weekends.
Max capacity when seated 35.
Space 12.2m x 4.9m and suitable for all including activities for under 5s.
Minimum 3 hour hire after 5pm
Catering for all the above locations is not included and you may use
your own caterer. Tea and coffee is available for purchase on site if
required.
* www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/content/hiringspacebasing-house or call Linda Owen on 01256 403905 or by email
linda.owen@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk. Alternatively please
call the Milestones Museum reception on 01256 477766 where a
message can be left
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Lychpit Community Hall

Hall following refurbishment

Lychpit Community Hall is a lovely barn conversion and Grade II
listed building with oak beams and flooring. It is a popular venue for
children’s parties and provides a unique setting for intimate wedding
receptions and other family events. The hall will seat up to 80 in a formal setting or 100 guests for an informal buffet or party. There is a small
fully equipped kitchen off the entrance foyer and disabled toilet/baby
changing facilities. The hall is fully licensed for entertainment and the
sale of alcohol and free WiFi is available.
A small meeting room ideal for one-to-one meetings is also available to
hire separately on weekdays.
We have space for regular groups at certain times during the day on all
weekdays and on a Monday evening. To check current availability visit
the Parish Council website www.oldbasing.gov.uk where you will find
Lychpit Community Hall listed under Venues for Hire. Weekends are
generally reserved from mid-day for party bookings, although full day
events/workshops will be considered.
Regular activities include:
Monday
Yoga for Relaxation
Karate
		
Tuesday
Basing Beans
Pilates
Rainsbows
Brownies
Wednesday
Caterpillar Music
Lisa Jane School of Dance
Thursday
Drama Tots
Lisa Jane School of Dance

Lychpit Hall Committee Room

Pavilion Tea Room

Our newly refurbished Pavilion
Tea Room overlooks the recreation
ground in Old Basing and is ideal
for smaller groups and parties
for approximately 20 people
Friday
or for sports groups providing
Kids Kan Dance
refreshments to spectators. The
Pilates
Tea Room now boasts a brand new
The Loft Music Night
self-contained kitchen with serving
(last Friday monthly)
hatch, fridge, microwave and
dishwasher. For sports groups, there
are two separate changing rooms
Saturday
at the rear providing changing and
British Wheel of Yoga
shower facilities plus an individual
Yoga with Christine
referee’s changing room and shower,
		
all are accessible from the tea room.
The Tea Room is easily accessible for
Sunday				
wheelchair users with a permanent
Infinite Harmony Yoga		
ramp and designated wider door.
		

					

Pavilion Committee Room

Located above the Parish Office, this newly refurbished meeting room
is equipped with WiFi, projector and flip charts and will seat up to 20
people for boardroom style meetings or training events. Alternatively,
To enquire about hiring Lychpit Hall contact the Parish Office either
the easily foldable tables and stacking chairs can be stored to one side
via the contact form on our website www.oldbasing.gov.uk, by email
to leave space for other activities. The adjacent kitchen area is ideal for
to lychpithall@gmail.com, or telephone 01256 462847 (mornings only preparation of light refreshments.
or leave a voicemail).
Free on-site parking is available at all the above facilities.
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Selling or Letting?

Local Company, Local People, Local Knowledge

01256
819491
www.whiteandrussell.co.uk

Do you use your conservatory
all year round?

BEFORE

AFTER

Top reasons to upgrade your
conservatory roofwith Green Space UK,
as chosen by our customers

£400 OFF
THIS MONTH

*QUOTE OB0619

Installed in 1 day

Mould & condensation

Quieter in bad weather

“What a difference a day makes
as the saying goes, and yes,
that’s all it took to install.”

“This is the best thing we have
done in this house. Used
to run with condensation
and now zero.”

“
do not have to close the door
to the conservatory when it
rains, as the noise is minimal

Mr & Mrs Barber, Wells

Warmer in winter
“There is no doubt that the
conservatory is much warmer
than previously, and no, the
room is not darker either!”
David Birch, Chichester

Usable all year round

Karen Thomas, Chippenham

Cooler in summer
“You could have fried an egg
on the table in there in the
summer, I now look upon the
conservatory as a new room.
It is quiet, restful and cosy.”
Carol Doyle, Surrey

“The conservatory is now
used throughout all seasons
of the year and is far more
comfortable to sit in whatever
the weather outside.”

Reduces energy bills

Mr & Mrs Gibson, Portishead

Anne Bird, Bristol

“I’ve already turned the

hear the TV over the loudness
of the rain on the old roof.”
Mr & Mrs Bailey-Webb,Warsash

Eliminates glare
“It immediately stopped
the glare, when the sun
shines, which would have
previously rendered the
conservatory unusable.”
Jason Boyd, Havant

Lovely job guys, thank you!”

Get a free no obligation quote,call free on:

CONSERVATORY ROOFS

0800 65 25 157

or visit greenspaceconservatories.co.uk

*Finance Subject To Status. T&C’s apply. *Orders
placed by end of July 19. Applies to orders over
8 panels. Smaller orders receive calculated
discount. Not valid for use with any other offer.

