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As I write, Basingstoke is recovering 
from another extreme bout of snow. 
I know many in areas further north 

will wonder what all the fuss is about 
but it’s still true that the snowstorm over  

 the last week seemed to be more severe 
for Basingstoke than many other areas of North Hampshire 
and Berkshire. What was surprising was how we were almost 
isolated compared to other nearby conurbations. Thankfully 
on my 3 mile round trip walk to the Chineham shopping centre 
on Saturday morning, it seemed that common sense was in 
abundance and we were less plagued with abandoned vehicles 
than might be expected and those motorists who were out 
were driving extremely cautiously. 

Of course the subsequent melt water has once again led to 
closure of Milkingpen Lane due to flooding under the bridge, 
although by the time you read this it may be that the closure 
is short lived – let’s hope so. What is clear is that this stretch 
of highway is rapidly deteriorating due to the constant water 
damage in the cold weather. As a council we still await the 
outcome of the investigations as to the root cause and the likely 
cure – including the expected timescale of any works.

Despite the financial climate we have committed most of the 
earmarked Building Fund to refurbishing the Pavilion and 
although there will be some disruption during the months 
leading up to the start of the cricket season, we hope that all 
users will appreciate the improvements, particularly to the 

tea room. The new double glazed windows and doors have 
improved the building immensely. As I write redecoration of 
the first floor committee room has been completed with work 
about to start on the office. 

The jury is still out on what we can achieve as ‘phase 2’.  
The original plan was a total upgrading of the public toilets  
and the movement of the Pavillion Committee Room 
downstairs with step free access. Be assured we will not spend 
money we do not have and any budget committed to this is 
already earmarked for this purpose and is not part of day to day 
running expenses. Indeed, it is hoped that the improvements 
should lead to a considerable reduction in energy costs.

We have the usual challenges remaining and continue to press 
HCC to do something to reduce speed along Hatch Lane. Our 
planning committee strives to put forward parish views on both 
small and larger developments and improvements including 
the redevelopment at the Chineham Shopping Centre which is 
far from straight forward. One of the key issues I am personally 
concerned over is an undertaking to have continuous provision 
of Post Office services given the changes in the Town Centre 
service and the fact this development will be over an extended 
timescale and the shop currently hosting the post office is 
scheduled for demolition under the scheme.

Mark Oszczyk
Chairman, Old Basing & Lychpit  
Parish Council

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD
Fame brings a mixed bag of rewards. 

Do your wheelie bins need a clean?

Let us do the dirty work 4 you!

Recommended Wheelie Bin Cleaners.
Great, reliable wheelie bin cleaning 

services.

01256 578013
www.all4cleaning.co.uk 

A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised  
and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit CommunityAd Magazine  

To advertise please call 01843 269513 

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160  
          email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk 

The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information contained in 
the publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by any means without 
the prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in this magazine have asserted 
their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The Publishers reserve the right not to 
publish a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 
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Meetings take place on Tuesday evenings starting at 7.30 pm unless 
otherwise stated and are held at The Pavilion on the Recreation 
Ground, Old Basing.  Planning & Development Committee meetings 
may be cancelled if there are no plans for discussion.
All meetings are open to the public and time is allocated on the 
Agenda for any member of the public present to address the 
meeting.  Until the proposed improvements to the Pavilion are 
completed we would ask anyone with mobility problems who wish 
to attend to contact the Parish Office in advance.

Parish Notes
ALLOTMENT INSPECTIONS – 2019
Allotment inspections will take place on the following dates:
W/c 29 April w/c 1 July w/c 7 October
At the inspection on 29 April we expect work to have started to prepare 
plots for the coming year.  
If no work has been started and you received a Warning Letter following the 
last inspection in 2018, you will be sent a Notice to Quit.  
If you are ill or there are other valid reasons why you have been unable to 
start work by 29 April, please let the Parish Office know and this will be taken 
into consideration at the inspection.  

DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED
The publishers of this Newsletter are looking for distributors to deliver 
copies to properties in Old Basing & Lychpit on a quarterly basis. This is a 
paid position and could be carried out by more than one person.  If it is of 
interest please contact Terry the Distribution Manager at Community Ad on 
07908 966296.

COUNCILLOR RESIGNATIONS
February saw the resignation of two Parish Councillors.  After 26 years 
Old Basing Councillor, Betty Waller, has decided to step down.  Betty has 
been involved with all areas of Parish Council activity, having sat on all its 
committees over the years.  Never one to hold back in discussions, her input 
to meetings will be sorely missed and we thank her for her dedication over 
the years. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS & EVENTS FOR 2019

JANUARY JULY
8 Full Parish Council  2 Full Parish Council
 Communications Committee (7pm)  Communications Committee (7pm)
15 Planning & Development Committee 9&23 Planning & Development Committee
29 Facilities Management Committee 

FEBRUARY AUGUST
5    Full Parish Council 6 Full Parish Council
    Communications Committee (7pm)   Communications Committee (7pm)
12&26 Planning & Development Committee 13&27 Planning & Development Committee  
  20 Facilities Management Committee

MARCH SEPTEMBER
5    Full Parish Council 3 Full Parish Council
    Communications Committee (7pm)  Communications Committee (7pm)
12&26 Planning & Development Committee 10&24 Planning & Development Committee
19    Facilities Management Committee 17 Facilities Management Committee 

APRIL OCTOBER
2 Full Parish Council 1 Full Parish Council
 Communications Committee (7pm)  Communications Committee (7pm)
9&23 Planning & Development Committee 8&22 Planning & Development Committee
30 Facilities Management Committee 15 Finance & Resources Committee
  29 Facilities Management Committee
MAY  NOVEMBER
7   Full Parish Council & AGM 5 Full Parish Council
   Communications Committee (7pm)  Communications Committee (7pm)
14&28 Planning & Development Committee 12&26 Planning & Development Committee
21   Annual Parish Meeting 

JUNE DECEMBER
4   Full Parish Council 3 Full Parish Council
   Communications Committee (7pm)  Communications Committee (7pm)
11&25 Planning & Development Committee 9 Community Partnership Evening
18   Facilities Management Committee 10 Facilities Management Committee
  17 Planning & Development Committee

Annual Parish Award
It is time to give some thought to who you feel would be worthy of 
receiving the annual parish award.  If you know someone who has 
given their time voluntarily to causes within the parish let them know 
their efforts are appreciated by nominating them for this award.  
Previous nominees who have not already received the award will also 
be considered.  The closing date for nominations is Monday 6 May.

Photos by: Stephen Pritchard Photography www. stephenpritchardphotography.com

Contact information  
Parish Office, The Pavilion, 
The Recreation Ground, The Street, 
Old Basing, RG24 7DA
01256 462847
www.oldbasing.gov.uk 
The Parish Office is open between 10am and 12noon Mon-Thurs 
(staff also work outside of these hours and will return urgent calls, 
so please do leave a message or alternatively email the Clerk or 
Deputy Clerk). 

Parish Office and Recreation Facilities

            Harry Rice Groundsman

Councillors

Sandra Tuck (Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Stephen Richardson 
Grounds & Facilities Manager

Heather Mountford                                   
(Deputy Clerk)
Deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 

Stephen Durman
Lychpit

Vera Riley-Shaw
Lychpit

Christine Fowler
Old Basing

Peter Bloyce
(Vice Chairman)

Mark Oszczyk
(Chairman)

David Whiter
Old Basing

Kerry-Ann Chamberlain 
Old Basing 
Alan Renwick 
Old Basing
John Robinson 
Old Basing 
Roger Doust 
Lychpit

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Carnival Princess Selection Disco 
Friday 8 March 2019 

Carnival Day 
Saturday 15 June 2019 (Theme-Comic Characters)

Bowling Club Open Days
Saturday 13 April & Sunday 21 April 2019

Sadly Lychpit Councillor, Chris Millett, has decided not to continue due to 
health reasons and we hope he soon makes a speedy recovery.  We thank 
him for his contribution, particularly with regard to his role as the Parish 
Council Footpaths Representative.

This leaves us with vacancies for both Old Basing and Lychpit but with 
elections due in May the Parish Council will not be co-opting at this point 
but hopes that anyone interested in standing as a Parish Councillor will 
put their name forward for election on 2 May.
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PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
THURSDAY 2 MAY 2019
Local elections will take place on Thursday 2 May 
and if you are interested in becoming a Parish 
Councillor, this is your opportunity.  All Old Basing 
& Lychpit Parish Councillors will be required to 
stand for re-election this year and may or may not 
decide to do so.  

So what does being a Parish Councillor entail? 
•  You will be required to attend Parish Council Meetings 
and be invited to join one or more of the Committees.  In 

the case of Old Basing & Lychpit, Parish Council 
Meetings are held monthly 
and we have 4 committees, 
Planning & Development, 
Facilities Management, 
Communications and Finance 
& Resources.  

•  You can raise matters for 
the Council to consider and 
formally  decide on any action 
that may be appropriate.

•  You will make informed 
contributions to the business of  
those committees and ultimately 
the Parish Council.

• You may represent the Parish Council on various external  
 bodies, either local groups or other government/
 corporate organisations.

Who is eligible? 
Candidates must be qualified to stand for election. The 
Local Government Act 1972, Section 79, sets out the 
qualifications for standing as a candidate and the grounds for 
disqualification of a candidate.
On the day of nomination and the day of poll, you must:
• be at least 18 years old
• be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or  
 a citizen of any other member state of the European  
 Union, and
• meet at least one of the following four qualifications:

a) Your name must appear on the register of local government 
electors for the parish/community at the time of your 
nomination and throughout your term of office should you be 
elected.

b) You must have occupied any land or other premises as 
owner or tenant in the parish/community during 12 months 
before the day of your nomination and the day of election.

c) Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior 
to the day of your nomination and the day of election has 
been in the parish/community area. You do not have to have 
paid employment to qualify, as long as your main or only 
place of work is in the parish/community area. For example, 
Councillors whose main or only job is being a councillor 
would be able to use this qualification, if their council office is 
within the parish/community.

d) You have lived in the parish/community area or within three 
miles of it during 12 months before the day of your nomination 
and the day of election.

Key Points:
• A Councillor’s normal term of office is 4 years
• Although unpaid (other than receiving expenses for the  
 role), a Councillor is the holder of a Public Office and not  
 a volunteer
• The main job of a Councillor is to participate in the collective  
 decision making processes of the Council – a Councillor has  
 no authority to make decisions about Council business on  
 their own
• The Parish Council has insurance cover to indemnify  
 its Councillors against liability resulting from them being  
 representatives of the Council 
• A Councillor’s financial and certain other interests in Council 
 business must be transparent 
• He/she is subject to obligations set out in the Code of  
 Conduct adopted by the Council 

The Parish Council’s Annual Parish Council Meeting (or Annual 
General Meeting) will be held on 4 May 2019.  The first business 
of this meeting is the election of its Chairman and Vice-
Chairman. The normal term of office for these positions is 1 year.

So, what are you waiting for? Contact the Parish Office or 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council to find out more!

Borough Council Elections
On the same day as the Parish elections there will be an election 
for one Borough Councillor for Basing Ward. Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council had made moves to reduce the number 
of Borough Councillors and rationalise the structure in the 
different wards but unfortunately the Electoral Commission has 
decided to postpone these changes for a further year. 

It is now likely that in 2020 the entire Borough Council will be 
put up for re-election and it is not clear whether, in future, the 
Borough will opt for a standard approach to elections where the 
whole council is elected in the same year or continue the current 
system where a third of the council is elected each year.

It is claimed that rotating elections is more democratic but 
what it does mean is that the council goes into purdah 3 years 
out of 4 for the period leading up to the elections where the 
effectiveness of the council is reduced. If the entire council were 
elected together this loss of effectiveness would only occur 
every 4 years. Under the proposed changes Basing Ward will be 
unaffected but the area around Upton Grey will be added to the 
group of 3 wards which includes Basing. 

The Borough Councillor in the seat being re-elected in May is 
Paul Gaskell from Newnham. Our other 2 Borough Councillors, 
Sven Godesen and Onnalee Cubitt are not due for re-election. 
All 3 are Conservative Party Councillors. The list of candidates 
will be available nearer the time.

Full details of the elections including registration deadlines can 
be found on the Borough website 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/borough-pc-elections-2019 
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professional lawn care

Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777 
and we will call you.

www.lawnmaster.co.uk
Call for a FREE no obligation quotation
0800 32 65 013

Beautiful lawns at affordable prices

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

Your lawn, our
expertise...perfect!

based in Basingstoke

ASK FOR A

FREE
LAWN

ANALYSIS

Certificate Number 8302 
ISO 9001

ISO 14001

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS
Have you made all your New Year resolutions yet, then 
how do you feel about enabling local people to help and 
connect with each other?

Calling all potential OB&L GN volunteers - we need you.

 Could you drive somebody to hospital/other  
 appointments?
 Help occasionally with small neighbourly tasks? 
 Manning OB&L GN telephone for a week from home?

Please consider joining our existing list of volunteers.   
If you could spare a little time occasionally or regularly to 
help local people in need of neighbourly help, we would be 
very grateful.To find out more call 0330 440116 or telephone 
Sue on 01256 328196

E

E
E
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MY term of office as Chairman of Hampshire County Council will soon 
be up and I will hand over the Chain of Office on the 17th May. It has 
been an enormous pleasure and privilege to represent Hampshire 
County Council as their Civic Head when I attended numerous 
events and occasions (in addition to my usual County Councillor 
responsibilities) a few of which I have highlighted in this report. 
Whilst carrying out my duties I met many amazing people from all 
walks of life and this has been a huge eye-opener for me in seeing at 
first hand the great work carried out by volunteers from every sector.

I thoroughly enjoyed a day volunteering at Lepe Country Park 
cutting back undergrowth and large thorn bushes.  It was hard work 
but so rewarding. Needless to say, I slept well that evening. 

Following the successful launch of the new Visitor Centre at Lepe 
Country Park, I was honoured to welcome HRH the Countess of Wessex 
on 12 November to the formal opening of the Royal Victoria Chapel at 
another of our beloved Country Parks – the Royal Victoria Country Park.   

Following a £3.5 million conservation project funded by Hampshire 
County Council and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund we are 
now able to highlight the hidden history of the park and its importance 
in our national and local history.  The Chapel, as I am sure anyone 
who has visited it will agree, is one of Hampshire’s jewels.  HRH was 
introduced to nearly all of the 130 invited guests (most of whom were 
volunteers involved with the project) and then signed a scroll which 
has been deposited in a time capsule for future generations.

It was a pleasure to host a reception at The Great Hall, Winchester on 27 
September to honour staff that have completed 25 years of dedicated 
service to the people of Hampshire and in October I hosted a “Wear 
it Pink” tea party at Serle’s House to raise awareness of Breast Cancer 
Now.  The event was well supported and raised £400.00 for the charity.  
My thanks go to all who donated to this worthy cause. 

Last year’s Staff Act of Remembrance Service was a particularly special 
event commemorating the Centenery of the end of the First World War.  
It was a memorable and moving service with the Winchester Military 
Wives Choir, the Peter Symonds College Chamber Choir and Hampshire 
Music Service Brass Quartet all of whom performed brilliantly and 
helped make this such a special occasion.

Continuing the music theme, I attended a wonderful Hampshire Music 
Service concert at the refurbished chapel at Queen Victoria Country 
Park on 10 November to celebrate Music through the ages of WW1 & 
WW2.  The Gosport and Fareham Youth Band, Romsey Youth Choir and 
HMS Staff Jazz Band gave a fantastic performance.  

On 29 June I visited The Bluebells, a unique family respite holiday 
home in North Waltham.   As many will know, The Bluebells is managed 
by Sebastian’s Action Trust a charity that supports many Hampshire 
families who have a child with a life limiting or life threatening illness.  

The leisure and therapeutic facilities at The Bluebells are out of this 
world and it is certainly a place for love, laughter, memory making and 
relaxation – which is exactly what families in these situations need.

Closer to home, I was honoured to open the Old Basing Carnival in 
June and present awards. It was great fun and I enjoyed meeting  
local residents. 

I also attended the Great Binfields Primary school’s celebration of their 
new class rooms and refurbishment and the Hampshire Music service 
Primary Prom concert which took place last year at the Anvil. St Marys 
School. Old Basing also took part and they were spectacular.

We are so fortunate in Hampshire to have a fantastic Music Service - in 
fact it is possibly one of the best in the country.

These are just a few of the events I attended during my year of office 
and many, if not all, were amazing in various ways but what stood 
out most of all was the dedication and commitment of all the people 
involved, many of whom are volunteers.  I will treasure my memories of 
these events for a long time to come.

Cllr Elaine Still

County Councillor Report
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BASINGSTOKE DISCOVERY CENTRE 
SPRING EVENTS

March
Main Events

Hampshire Folklore Talk
Tuesday 5 March, 2pm / £4
Join author Penny Legg for a peep at the wonderful world of 
Hampshire’s folklore. This talk showcases traditions, customs and 
legends that may seem strange to us in the twenty-first century but 
were very real to the Hampshire folk of yesteryear.

Flying the Canberra – a personal perspective 
Tuesday 26 March, 2pm/ £4 
Squadron Leader Joe Marsden’s presentation will concentrate on flying 
the RAF’s first jet bomber - the Canberra. His talk will be illustrated by 
photos and film clips to show its capability, briefly covering the history 
but mainly talking about the personal aspects of flying this famous 
aircraft. Come and discover a wealth of facts and anecdotes about this 
record-breaking aircraft.

Gardening for Butterflies
Thursday 28th March, 5pm / £8
This talk will tell the story of Butterflies and their fascinating lifecycles 
and reveal the problems that many species face within their habitats. 
The talk will also look at what species can be found in Britain and how 
we can attract these wonderful creatures to our gardens. 

Willow Basket Workshop for Families 
Saturday 30 March: 9.30-11am and 11.30am - 1pm/ £6. 
For ages 5+ (parent/carer free with a ticketed child). 
Join Judith Needham for a fun 90-minute workshop to create a simple 
plaited basket for your Easter eggs.

British Science Night
Thursday 14th March - From 6:30pm. 
Talks are £5 each, or £8 to attend two talk of you choosing.

Born to Sum (6.30pm) – Why I love Maths … and why you should too.  
A musical performance by singing maths-comedian Kyle D Evans. Kyle 
will take you on a comedic musical tour through some unexpected 
parallels between maths and pop. Come prepared for a fun night for 
maths enthusiasts and novices alike. 

Brain Glue (7.30pm) – Sticking it to Dementia. A talk with neuroscientist 
Dr Mark Dallas (Reading University) 
Neuroscientists Dr Mark Dallas tells us how understanding ‘brain 
glue’ could hold the secret to detecting dementia decades before the 
first symptoms appear. He will take you on a neuroscience journey 
to explore the ‘hoovers’ and ‘police officers’ in your head and how 
dementia affects them. 

The Electric Universe (7pm) - a unique and controversial talk on 
astronomy by Paul Malone.
Artist Paul Malone takes the audience on a unique and controversial 
tour of the Universe. Originally devised to introduce artists and 
designers to the wide range of forms we see in modern astronomy, the 
talk is ‘image rich’; being assembled using the latest photographs from 
Space and explanatory clips for YouTube.

The Theory of Relativity (8.30 pm) – a talk be Emma Osbourne
In this interactive talk, Emma will take you on a journey through the 
cosmos using Einstein’s theory of relativity, where you will discover 
the weird and wonderful events that take place in the universe, 
enabling you to explore the boundaries where science meets science 
fiction. Emma has worked with the London Science Museum, The 
Royal Society and the BBC, as well as regularly creating content for her 
popular YouTube channel ‘The Extraordinary Universe’, Instagram and 
Twitter.

Children’s Events
Children’s Craft
Saturday 16th March: 10am to 12pm
Creative fun for Mother’s Day. Make a little something for Mother’s Day.

Learning in Libraries at Basingstoke  
Discovery Centre

Mixed Media & Metal Embossing Workshop ‘Fantastic-Scape’
Saturday 2nd March: 10am to 4pm/ £30, plus an additional £2 for 
materials.
This course is designed to introduce learners to creating exciting and 
innovative mixed media and metal embossed artwork based on the 
theme ‘Fantastic-Scapes’.

Simple Business Website
Saturday 9th (12:30pm - 4pm) & 23th March (11:30am – 4pm)
2-week course - £40
This course is designed for anyone who needs to create a simple 
website in a cost-effective way and manage it themselves. It is suitable 
for anyone who would like to improve their skills and create a business 
website.

April
Main Events

Autism Awareness 
April is Autism Awareness month, the goal is to make our society more 
inclusive, accepting, and appreciative of people with autism. We are 
celebrating Autism month by providing information where they can 
find a wide range of free services to support individuals, families and 
professionals and to raise autism awareness. Hampshire Libraries are 
delighted to be working together with local charities to provide more 
autism friendly events.  

Hidden Basingstoke Walk : Basingstoke Churches 
Tuesday 2 April: 10.30am/ £5 
Back by popular demand, Phil Howe and John Hopkins from Hidden 
Britain Tours will lead you on a walk through the town to explore 
parts that are often overlooked. Basingstoke has a wealth of church 
architecture, ranging from battle scarred ancient churches with 
mysterious medieval graffiti to the peculiar Countess of Huntingdon’s 
Connection to tin tabernacles. This gentle town walk examines the 
towns places of worship and explains at least some of the stories 
behind the stones. 

Meet at the Information Desk in Basingstoke Discovery Centre and 
please dress for the weather. 

Raising the Roof on The Vyne. A talk by Wilf Hardy
Monday 29 April: 2pm/£4 
Come and discover how the future of our local National Trust property, 
The Vyne, was secured by a £5.4m project to replace its roofs.

Children’s Events
Easter Treasure trail 
8- 22 April Ages 2-8 £1.50  
Follow this treasure trail based on Peter Rabbit and some of his friends 
from the 23-original tales by Beatrix Potters.  
 
The Egg and the Easter Bunny Interactive Storytelling Workshop 
Monday 8 April: 1.30pm and 3pm/£3.75. Ages 2-6 
Mrs ChitChat Chicken has asked the Easter Bunny to look after her egg, 
but when he falls asleep, the egg hatches and the new chick wanders 
off! Will the Easter Bunny find the chick before Mrs Chitchat Chicken 
returns?  
Join Amanda from Merry-go-Round Storytelling for this fun Easter 
themed story full of music and movement and lots of make-believe! 
Parents/carers to remain with their child during the session.
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A. SEWELL

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
 - Security & Emergency Lighting
 - Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
 - TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
 - Multi-room Audio/Visual
 - Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
 - Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893

www.asewell.co.uk

BODY REPAIRS
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

MOT TESTING
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICING

Established since 1969

www.bryantandfreeman.co.uk

01256 464974
01256 321450

Bryant&Freeman
MOTOR ENGINEERS

Eastlands Court, Wade Rd, Basingstoke

bryantandfreeman@btconnect.com

BASINGSTOKE
LOCKSMITHS Ltd

EST.  1961

01256 355002
   You name it, w

e do it!

 See website

       
  for details.

24 Hr Emergency Service

KEY, LOCK, DOOR & WINDOW SPECIALISTS

May Place
Basingstoke
RG21 7NX

Shop:
08:30 - 17:30

Mon - Fri

Home Maintenance
Services

Family Business • Fully Insured
Free Quotations • References by Request

25 Years’ Experience

Jobs Undertaken
Fencing • Drylining/Studwalls

Painting/Decorating
Laminate Flooring
2nd Fix Carpentry
Plumbing • Tiling

Fitting/Designing of
Kitchens and Bathrooms

Marcus Underdown
Property Maintenance Expert

01256 479327 • 07878 078135
mtunderdown@virginmedia.com

“We do anything from changing a tap
to refurbishing your bathroom”

Design and Shake your Maraca! 
Tuesday 9 April: 10.30am - 12 noon/£1.50
Come along for this fun drop in session. Decorate a small wooden 
maraca with a spring or Easter design, then take it home to create 
musical fun.  Suitable for children age 3+. 
  
Storytime for Under 5s and their parents/carers 
Friday 12 April: 10.30am – 11am/ Free 
Come along for special Easter stories and colouring. 
 
Quirks Animal Roadshow 
Friday 12 April: 2pm/ £5 
1 hour animal handling workshop. Come along to meet some quirky 
animals from around the world at the Quirks’ Animal Roadshows 
workshop. You’ll have the opportunity to stroke and hold the animals 
as well as discovering lots of interesting facts about where they come 
from, what they eat and what makes them unique. 
For ages 4+ 
 
Children’s Craft Activity 
Saturday 13 April 10am – 12 noon. Free 
Easter Craft and colouring fun. 

Animal Drawing Workshop - dynamic endangered animals 
in charcoal. 
Monday 15 April: 2pm/ £5 - For ages 7+ 
A children’s workshop with local artist and teacher, Russell Bignold. 
Using charcoal, erasers and chalk to develop a high contrast drawing, 
you can expect to complete 2 sketches –  an elephant and a tiger’s 
head and learn a technique to achieve life-like charcoal sketches that 
you can apply to your own sketches.  All materials provided.

Spring Crafts 
Tuesday 16 April: 10am – 12 noon/Free 
Spring themed craft session, creating beautiful flowers from a variety 
of paper/card materials. A drop-in session for children of all ages.
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01256 358940
07780 990361

OB
ERRY

BB
CONTRACTORS IN COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FENCING

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

FENCING

fencing@bobberryfencing.co.uk
Braeside, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LP

GARDEN • FIELD • SECURITY • ANIMAL PROOFING • GATES

Over thirty five years of experience • Free estimates & advice
LANDSCAPING

A guide to the Parish  
Council’s part of your  
Council Tax for 2019/20
Parish Council Services (where your money is spent):

• Maintaining the Cemetery and Garden of Remembrance in 
 Riley Lane
• Maintaining and Administering the Allotments in Riley Lane
• Litter picking in Old Basing & Lychpit
• Maintaining children’s play areas on the Recreation Ground and 
 Belle Vue Road including the adult gym equipment on the 
 Recreation Ground
• Maintaining the sports facilities which include the cricket square,  
 2 football pitches, bowling green, 4 tennis courts and MUGA  
 in addition to the general recreation area
• Checking and looking after trees on Parish Council land
• Providing support to clubs and other organisations including  
 Archery, Bowls, Cricket, and Tennis and the Beddington Centre  
 and Village Hall
• Maintenance of the Pavilion building including the Tea Room,  
 Sports Changing Facilities and the Public Toilets
• Managing and maintaining the Lychpit Community Hall
• Maintaining Oliver’s Battery (an English Heritage site), the village  
 pond and the War Memorial at St Mary’s Church
• Working with Hampshire CC and Basingstoke & Deane BC with  
 regard to highway and hedgerow maintenance 

Projects completed in the past year include:

• Lychpit Community Hall  - Replacement of oak floor and storage  
 area following flood damage

Projects for 2019/20:

• Continuation of a 5-year treatment and maintenance programme  
 to improve the cricket square
• Further upgrades to security at the workshop following repeated  
 break-ins
• Completion of Phase 1 of the Pavilion refurbishment to include:

o Replacement doors and windows
o Refurbishment of the Tea Room and kitchen area to improve  
 sound insulation for meetings and create more usable  
 kitchen space
o Redecoration of the changing rooms
o Redecoration of public toilets
o Creation of ramps to improve access to all ground floor areas
o Redecoration and refurbishment of the 1st floor meeting room 
 and Parish Office

• Installation of seating at the Belle Vue Play Area and open space  
 with the help of grant funding
• Re-tarmacking the footpath through the recreation ground 
 from Riley Lane to the Pavilion car park
• Creation of a green waste area to better manage grass and  
 hedge cuttings and save on disposal costs
• Ongoing tree management and landscaping

E
E

E
E
E
E
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THE BARBERSHOP
HACKWOOD ROAD LTD

Traditional Barbershop 
established for over 50 years

3 Chair Salon
Air Conditioned

Free Customer Parking Adjacent to the Shop

Opening Times: 
Monday – Tuesday: 8:30am til 

5pm
Wednesday: Closed

Thursday-Friday: 8:30am til 5pm
Saturday: 7am – 12 Midday

Tel: 07463367536
Email: simon@the-barbershop.co.uk
Website: www.the-barbershop.co.uk
Barbershop, Basingstoke, RG21 3AE

(Located next to the War Memorial Park entrance)

www.the-barbershop.co.uk

07542 159914
07542 177152

Log
THE

Man
Quality seasoned firewood 

delivered to your door

07542 159914
07542 177152

Log
THE

Man
Quality seasoned firewood 

delivered to your door
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Is your number up?
Lives are at risk because emergency crews cannot see house numbers 
and property names easily.

As illness and injuries can occur at any 
time, we ask you to ensure your house 
name or number is clearly visible from 
the road by day and night, so that,  
when you need us most, we can find you 
quickly and easily.

The three following steps would assist 
us greatly:
∙   Check your house name or number  
 is visible from the road
∙  Make sure that there are no trees or bushes obstructing the sign
∙  Switch on, when possible, an outside light.

It is essential that when the emergency services are called we can 
find the address as quickly and as easily as possible We encourage all 
members of the public to ensure that their house name or number is as 
visible as possible at all times.

Our crews have the assistance of sat-navs and, of course, local 
knowledge. However, when visiting an address for the first time, not 

Is Your Number Up Message from  
The Ambulance Service

Signal detectors 
An incident occurred in a nearby Police force 
where out of a group of cars parked closely 
together at a football training ground, only 
those with a mobile phone hidden inside 
were targeted. It’s thought that the thieves 
were using a mobile phone signal detector 
device, which alerts the user to the fact there 

is a phone nearby, without having to actually see it in a 
vehicle. These devices can be found on eBay and Amazon 
for under £10.

For anyone who may be thinking of leaving a phone in 
the car whilst they do a run, boot camp or other outdoor 
exercise the advice is to either leave it at home, or turn it off 
if you must leave it in your vehicle and can’t take it with you. 
Remember to hide it in your car before you arrive at your 
destination as perpetrators will often be watching you while 
you hide it.

How to identify your phone if it’s stolen
Every phone has an IMEI number 
which helps police and insurance 
companies to identify it if it’s stolen. 
Find your IMEI number by dialling 
06 from your phone. 
Register your phone for free at 
Immobilise and record this number 
on the database. If the phone is 
stolen, report the IMEI number to 
your mobile provider to stop it being used.

MOBILE PHONE SECURITY 
INFORMATION FROM  
THE CRIME PREVENTION 
TEAM AT HAMPSHIRE 
CONSTABULARY

being able to see a name or number clearly from the roadside could 
result in delays for emergency services reaching people.

Some addresses can be very difficult 
to find, particularly in rural areas. Every 
second wasted because paramedics can’t 
find the right house has a profound effect 
on the outcome, so we’re encouraging 
everyone to spend a few minutes doing 
something about it.

We recommend making sure:
∙      that numbers or house names are  
        at least three inches in height  
        and 4ft above the ground 

∙ if the property is more that 75ft from the roadway, that the number 
  is displayed on a postbox/gate or similar no further that 25ft from  
 the edge of the street.
  
It can be frustrating and time-consuming for visitors and delivery 
people to identify addresses but, in emergency situations, it could 
literally be the difference between life and death.

Please help us to help you! 

SCAM & FRAUD ALERT
From Hampshire and IOW Neighbourhood Watch
Hampshire & IoW Neighbourhood Watch Association 
www.hinwa-nw.org.uk

Fraudsters posing as officials  
- from your bank or the police

Courier Scam is one of the fastest rising types of fraud in the 
country. Scammers are becoming more sophisticated and 
believable. They can catch out anyone - people like you and me 
– if we are not alert. 80% of scams start with a phone call.

In a recent example, a criminal posing as a bank employee called 
a retired bank manager and warned him his account was being 
attacked - and he should move all money to a new account to 
protect it.
They gave him details of the new account – and a phone 
number to call to check they were authentic.

He believed the scammers, made the transfer and lost £8000.

How to keep safe from this type of fraud
1.  Banks or Police will never contact you in this way  
 – so put down the phone.
2.  Check with your bank using another phone  
 – as the fraudsters can stay on the line.
3.  Don’t call a number they give you – use the number on the  
 rear of your bank card.
4. Never give your PIN to anyone
5.  If people call you ‘out of the blue’  
 - never give them any personal details.

If scammed - what next?
6.  Report this has happened - Call Hampshire Police on 101  
 and ask for Operation Signature.

More
For more advice on tell tale signs and how to avoid being a 
fraud victim see the Hampshire Police website: 
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/advice/advice-and-
information/fa/fraud/personal-fraud/prevent-personal-fraud/
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Parking
Inconsiderate parking, particularly on pavements, 
continues to be a problem around Old Basing 
and Lychpit

Safer North Hampshire has issued ‘parking advice for residents’.  
You can find this at www.safernh.co.uk, click links and then 
leaflets.  In the advice it says “cars should not park on pavements 
or verges, and should not be causing an obstruction”.  
Inconsiderate parking is an anti-social behaviour and drivers 
know when they are doing this. 

There is no excuse.  

Do these people care?
The police do not routinely prosecute for pavement parking but 
have said - “If a person with a trolley or pram was to attempt 
to walk on the footpath and found their way through to be 
impeded, they would need to report it at the time, in order for 
us to be able to come down and enforce the incident via way of 
Fixed Penalty Notice.”
At the time of writing we are attempting to get the Authorities 
to deal with a particular difficult case of inconsiderate and 
obstructive parking in the south of the parish.
When considering parking on the pavement just stop and 
think how you would feel if a parent with a baby in a pram or 
pushchair or an elderly person in a wheelchair were injured, or 
worse, because they had to use the road to negotiate round 
your vehicle.

Blue badge
The use of Blue Badges appears to be increasing recently.  These 
are issued to drivers, or passengers, with limited mobility to 
allow concessionary parking.  There are rules associated with 
these which every holder of a Blue Badge is made aware of from 
the start.  The Badges are for holders use only, as either a driver 
or a passenger in the parked car, and should not be given to 
friends or family for their convenience.  

It is a criminal offence to misuse the badge and could lead to a 
£1000 fine.

Cyclists’ Safety
The Highway Code recommends that motorists give cyclists 
at least 1.5 metres clearance when passing.  It is now the case 
that where a motorist ignores this and drives too close then you 
could be prosecuted for driving “recklessly close” and attract a 
£100 fine.  Cyclists may also like to note this.

Speedwatch
Despite the cold, volunteers continue to conduct Speedwatch 
duties around the Parish.  As in the past the highest number of 
speeding offences is on Great Binfields Road, both near Binfields 
School and the Lychpit Centre.  If you would like to volunteer 
you would be most welcome, please contact the Parish Clerk.

Councillor Peter Bloyce
Vice Chairman, Old Basing and Lychpit Parish Council

ATOL Protected

Your dream holiday 
starts here…

CHANDELLE 
TRAVEL

For all Luxury and 
Dream Holidays

Worldwide travel arranged especially for you

CALL 
01256 362800

EMAIL  
sales@chandelletravel.com

Parking advice
for residents

Did you know?

We have been told about some parking concerns in this area. 
There are many misconceptions around parking and we hope 
this information is of some use.

All vehicles must be taxed and insured to be on the public highway.
The local authority has the right to remove any vehicles without tax
from the public highway.

You should not park your vehicles within ten metres of a junction 
except in an authorised parking space. If you do, your vehicle may be 
considered to be causing an obstruction and you may receive a fine.

Unless a parking space is marked as belonging to a particular
property, any vehicle may park there.

Zig-zag lines are there to protect pedestrians. If you stop on yellow 
zig-zags you may get a fine. If you stop on white zig-zags, you may 
get a fine and three points on your licence.

Single and double yellow lines also apply to grass verges 
and the footpath either side of the road.



Quality Private Healthcare

non-surgical treatments 
including:
• Breast Surgery
• 
• Tummy Tucks
• 
• Eyelid and Eyebrow Surgery
• Nose Reshaping
• Prominent Ears
• Mole and Skin Tag Removal
• Thread Vein Treatment
• 
• Varicose Vein Treatment

call 01256 315010 
visit  

Candover Clinic

Private Healthcare
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Pavement Walk – Dickens Lane, Crabtree Way, 
Basingfield Close and A30 (2.7km, 1.7m)

Another walk to encourage a stroll after Sunday Lunch. 
All pavements and footpaths and only a couple of short 
stretches along the pavement south of the A30. Begin 
and end in Crabtree plantation car park but of course local 
residents can join and leave anywhere along the route.

Starting from the car park serving the woodland on Crabtree 
Plantation. Go through the Hackwood estate portal and turn left 
onto the footpath. Walk along the footpath to emerge on Dickens 
Lane. Cross the road and turn right along the pavement to the 
corner. Turn left down the slope of Dickens Lane and at the bottom 
go between the 2 apartment blocks onto the footpath. Emerge 
onto the A30 footpath and turn right. After 50m take the footpath 
entrance to the right. This path turns left to parallel Crabtree Way. 

Follow this path for 150m . Take the short link path to the right and 
emerge onto Crabtree Way. Follow the footpath on the right of 
Crabtree Way for 150m. Cross the road at the right angle bend and 
continue to the entrance of Crabtree Way on Huish Lane. Turn left 
and proceed to the 1st dropped kerb crossing and cross Huish Lane 
into the footpath / cycle path opposite.

Follow this path for 350m, passing a children’s play area after 200m. 
The path then turns left into the end of one section of Basingfield 
Close. Take the footpath on the right hand side of the road. Turn 
right into the next section of Basingfield Close and after 50m and 
walk down the T junction turning left into the final stretch of the 
road. Take a short path onto the A30 footpath. Turn left up the 

hill. After only 80m re-enter Basingfield Close via the emergency 
access gateway (At the time of writing the staggered opening 
footpath here is overgrown but has been flagged to HCC / BDBC 
for clearance). If this is impassable walk a further 260m and re-join 
Basingfield close at the next pathway.

On re-joining Basingfield Close walk 60m and turn right and 
following either footpath walk 60m and then turn right again 
followed by left to continue climbing the hill (slope). Walk another 
90m and turn right and follow the road around a 90° bend to the left.

Continue along Basingfield Close until it emerges onto Huish Lane 
and enter the footpath almost directly opposite. Follow this path 
for 100m around a right and left hand bend. Turn left as the path 
arrives at the bus stop on the A30 to the children’s play area. Turn 
right at the junction of paths, and right again at the next junction 
to the path parallel to Crabtree Way as before (but in the opposite 
direction). 

Retrace your steps along this path, onto the A30 footpath along a 
short stretch of the A30 and back between the 2 apartment blocks 
into the end of Dickens Lane. Proceed up Dickens Lane, turning right 
and re-entering the footpath through the woods into the Crabtree 
plantation car park. (at the time of writing this footpath in marked as 
a cycle path and again BDBC / HCC have been contacted). 

Cllr Mark Oszczyk
Chairman

Based in Sherborne St. John

01256 357923

CROOMBS 
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

Installations, repairs and maintenance to
Industrial, commercial and domestic premises

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE www.croombs.co.uk

Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control

Portable Appliance Testing
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 74 Bounty Road, | Basingstoke, RG21 3BZ

BOUNTYROAD
DENTAL PRACTICE & BASINGSTOKE IMPLANT CENTRE

FREE
NO OBLIGATION
CONSULTATION

IMPLANTS
INCLUDING CROWN

FROM £995

Call today 01256 465764

WE ALSO OFFER:
• SIX MONTH SMILES

Get perfectly straight teeth with hassle-free, 
tooth-coloured braces in just six months!

 3D CT SCAN +
FREE CONSULTATION

•

•

 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
• TEETH WHITENING
• GENERAL DENTISTRY

DIRECT

ACCESS TO

OUR HYGIENIST

NO CHECK-UP

NECESSARY

 01256 465764 | www.bountyroaddental.co.uk | info@bountyroaddental.co.uk
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The Weekend will be jam packed with 
music, fantastic entertainment, 
children's shows, free adult and 

children's workshops, rides, Interactive 
fun, elemental chill out zones, sunset 
arena, a full area dedicated to health 

and fitness, and so much more.

Camping and Posh camping, and extra 
entertainment for the campers.

Who: The FaeryFields Camping Festival

What: Faerie And Mythological Creature, Three Day Camping Weekend

Where: Vicarage Farm, Woodmancott, Winchester, SO1 3BL

When: 5th, 6th & 7th of July 2019 (Gates open 10:30am)  

For more information call: Fenn Pullinger on 0793 937 0065 or 
email: enquiries@fennpsychicmedium.co.uk 

Fancy shooting? 
We run a have-a-go stall every year at the carnival 
and beginners’ courses throughout the year.

Visit www.oldbasingarchers.co.uk for details
O.B.A

Gilded Edge Graphic Design - dave_cook45@yahoo.co.uk

Founded in 1967, we have more than 100 shooting members

All ages and abilities, from teens to those in their 80s

From beginners to experienced Team GB archers

We have an established shooting range at the recreation ground

Recognised and registered by Archery GB as a Community Club

Founded in 1967, we have more than 100 shooting members

All ages and abilities, from teens to those in their 80s

From beginners to experienced Team GB archers

We have an established shooting range at the recreation ground

Recognised and registered by Archery GB as a Community Club

OLD BASING ARCHERS
A family club for all ages and abilities
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We are Basingstoke Water Softeners, your local authorised
suppliers of the TwinTec and Kinetico water softeners. We 
also service all makes of water softeners and supply and 

deliver block salt. We currently work in Basingstoke, 
Newbury, Andover, Alton, Reading and the surrounding 

areas.

Ensure Security Systems

Friendly, reliable, local, family-run
All makes of locks fi tted and repaired
uPVC door and window repairs
Secondary and garage security
24hr emergency service

L
O

C
K

S
M

IT
H

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

NO VAT 

OAP DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES

www.ensurelocks.co.uk

Call David on 01256 411522
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New year and a new life for your broken items 

Why not take them along to be repaired at the 
new furniture repair café in Bordon?

Repair Cafés are community events where expert volunteers 
repair household items for a small donation.  They also offer 
tea, coffee and sometimes cake! As well as having your item 
repaired, you can also sit with the repairer and learn how to 
make the repair yourself next time. 
The Furniture Helpline, a community re-use charity, opens its 
repair café every fourth Saturday of the month from 10am-
12pm. For a small donation their volunteers will work to repair 
your item, and you can enjoy a cuppa at the same time.

With the cost of dealing with all of the county’s waste now 
regularly topping the £100 million a year mark, Hampshire 
County Council opened its first Waste Prevention Community 
Grant Fund in 2017 and invited ideas from local community 
groups, schools and small businesses on innovative ways of 
helping people waste less.

The Furniture Helpline was among those awarded a grant which 
has been used to start up the repair café.

Martin Dennison, General Manager at The Furniture Helpline, 
said:   “We have furniture donated and 
we give it out to people on low incomes or in crisis situations. 

We’ve got some good volunteers who can repair 
mechanical items, electrical items, bicycles, 

obviously the furniture and wooden items as 
well.”

Thanks to the funding, the volunteers are 
now able to share their skills with local 
residents to help them repair household 
items, thereby reducing waste and saving 
them money. Martin continued:  
“We want to try to encourage people 

to reuse items that nowadays we throw away too fast.

“Quite often the things that you repair add a sort of charm 
in your home.

“Without this funding, we wouldn’t have been able to get it 
(the repair café) going at all.”

The Waste Prevention Community Grant Fund builds on the 
progress of the Smart Living initiative to encourage people to 
make small changes to their lifestyle which could lead to bigger 
savings.

We were really impressed with the innovative ideas that 
Hampshire communities came up with to help reduce 
household waste and were delighted to be able to award grants 
to 15 different projects from all over the county. There are plans 
to reopen the fund for new applications in early Spring 2019, so 
look out for further news items.

Bordon Repair Café:
Fourth Saturday of every month 10am to noon                                                                                                 
The Furniture Helpline, Hampshire Road, Bordon, GU35 0HJ 

Make repairs yourself
If you are handy with a set of tools or just fancy having a go at 
home, iFixit is a useful resource. You can find free repair guides 
for a wide range of household devices. 

For other items, search online, attend a class or visit your local 
library for guidance on valuable skills from sewing to basic DIY. 
See our Reuse and Repair toolkit below for advice on repairing/
upcycling furniture or textiles.

www.hants.gov.uk

Do you have any broken household items piled up in the garage or loft that you had planned on fixing but 
never got around to, or maybe a wobbly piece of old furniture you’re planning to take to the tip?
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Complete Pest Solutions provides professional pest and 
vermin control for all property types.

If you are experiencing problems with pests in 
your home, office, shop or restaurant then please 
do not hesitate to contact us and we will provide

you with the correct service for your problem

01256 325015
07701 088979

SMS HEATING LTDSMS HEATING LTD
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Old Basing Tennis Club
Is this the year that you’ll pick up 
your old tennis racket and start  
to get fit or sign up yourself or 
your children for some tennis 
coaching?

If so, we’d love to see you down at Old 
Basing Tennis Club on Riley Lane, next 
to the cricket and football pitch and 
opposite the Bolton Arms pub, whether 
you are a beginner, a bit rusty or have 
played quite a bit before.

There are many ways to enjoy tennis at the club, as well as the benefits 
of exercising outside such as:-

• Hitting with friends/family or other members whenever it suits you

• Joining us for club nights on Tuesdays and Fridays from 6pm

• Having tennis coaching from our great new coaches,  
 Jamie and Ben of JB Tennis Academy

• Playing in our tennis teams in the local league

• Enjoying our various social events – not all on a tennis court!

Children and adults are welcome to our open tennis morning on 
Sunday 24 March 11am-1pm and our first club night of the year is on 
Tuesday 2 April from 6pm.

Interested? To find out more visit our website 
clubspark.lta.org.uk/OldBasingTennisClub, see us on Facebook or 
Instagram or email obtc.information@gmail.com

Old Basing  
Bowling Club
Our season starts on the weekend of April 13th with 
our first Open Day and members Opening Drive on the 
afternoon of the 14th. 

We will hold a second open day on April 21st. We will 
also welcome interested new players on the morning of 
the 14th. Times for the Open days are 10.30am to 2 pm  
(1pm on the 14th). Please bring a pair of flat soled shoes 
if possible. Otherwise we will supply equipment and free 
of charge. This is an opportunity for beginners and other 
interested bowlers to try out our facilities and see what we 
have to offer.

On Saturday June 29th we will be hosting a County Game 
between Hampshire and Wiltshire. Other key dates are our 
Club Day on June 27th, our President and Captains Day on 
August 4th and our Club Finals weekend August 31st and 
September 1st. In addition, we will also have our regular 
season of friendly weekend fixtures against other clubs and 
members of the public are welcome to come along and 
watch and perhaps enjoy a drink in the club bar.
If you are interested in joining our club please contact us as 
below for further information.

Maurice Bates, Chairman on 01256 328423 
Stella Hayden, Secretary on 01256 780388

Maurice Bates
Chairman

Guardian Solid Roofs
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For our community
Every Friday afternoon, 2–4.30pm

Please come and join us at our friendly
community cafe. Located in the Parish Room of
St. Mary’s Church, Old Basing. All ages welcome.

Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church, Old Basing
Tel: 07813 186328  Email: thevillagecafeoldbasing@gmail.com

♥ Selection of cakes* ♥ Fresh filter coffee ♥
♥ Tea ♥ Speciality tea ♥ Hot Chocolate ♥

♥ Fruit juice ♥ Toy Corner ♥ Knit ‘n’ Natter ♥ 
* Gluten Free option available when possible.

All proceeds during the spring term will
go to The Pink Place and The Blue Space.

call 01256 817640
Worting Park · Basingstoke · Hants · RG23 8PX

email info@wortinghouse.co.uk

www.wortinghouse.co.uk

A great working environment for any business

SERVICED OFFICES

Parkland location in Basingstoke
Friendly reception and secretarial services

Meeting and Training rooms
Broadband internet access • Flexible terms
Plenty of parking  • Offices available now

Virtual Office services • Drop-in zone

WORTING HOUSE

If you are considering security for your 
home or property, please bear us in mind.  

Smart Phone Control
add on option

Wireless Intruder Alarm Starter System Offer comprising

• NO ONGOING MONTHLY CHARGE!

Fully Installed as above from just £695.00 Inc VAT.

• Orisec compact onboard key - pad control panel & wireless  
 external   sounder, choice of 5 standard wireless detectors,  
 external sounder   with  NSI Gold certificate, guarantee and  
 12 months service contract.     

Email: sales@careguard.co.uk    Website: www.Careguard.co.uk

CALL NOW FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION SURVEY &
QUOTATION ON BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472
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Tel: 01256 762757  |  Web: forestcare.co.uk

Beds available  |  Fully inclusive fees 
Recently refurbished

We provide quality nursing, dementia 
and respite care in a purpose-built 

residential environment.

Old Basing Shop - NOW OPEN

Proud to announce the addition to our 
growing family business est. 1991

A Hairdressers for every member of the family
Walk-ins always welcome!

Call
01256 357333

to book an appointment now
Website: www.trilbys.co.uk 

44 Belle Vue Road (�e Old Butchers)

78:

BARBERSHOP & HAIRDRESSERS
EST.1991

Glaze-fix
WINDOW AND DOOR REPAIR SPECIALISTS & EXPERT INSTALLERS

• Broken/Smashed glass
• Repairs of Locks, Handles &Hinges
• Window & Door realignments
• Conservatory roof repairs
• Tilt & Turn mechanism repairs
• Door glass & panel repairs
• Security lock installations
• Cat & Dog flap repairs
• Locksmith

No call out fee – No Deposit Needed 
Call the experts today on 01256 850560, we are 

waiting for your call.

Email: info@glaze-fix.co.uk 
Website: www.glaze-fix.co.uk 

With over 30 years of experience,
we specialise in the installation & 
repair of all ages of doors & windows.
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Internal and external 
works undertaken

Tel: 01256 467 901
Mob: 07748 808069

W.T. HILL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Quality build, on time, on budget.

mobile: 07921 756438
website: www.ctpbuilders.org.uk

email: info@ctpbuilders.co.uk
      CTP Builders Limited

With over 10 successful years providing quality services to our customers, we possess a 
wide range of building professionalism to help you achieve the home of your dreams.

New Builds • Extensions • Alterations 
Kitchens • Plastering • Joinery
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THE NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
IN HAMPSHIRE 

The concept is quite simple - owners of quality gardens, be they large 
estates or more modest town gardens, agree to open their gardens, 
through the National Garden Scheme, to the public on specific days or 
By Arrangement  on other dates, for a private visit. For this privilege, 
visitors pay a modest entrance fee.  All entrance money is donated to 
the National Garden Scheme.  In most gardens homemade cakes and 
tea or coffee are available. Many gardens have plants for sale or offer 
local crafts people the chance to sell their goods - a percentage of 
which goes to the National Garden Scheme.

All the money raised throughout England & Wales is distributed to 
nursing & caring charities, the main ones being Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Marie Curie and Hospice UK.  Several very generous amounts 
are also donated to other charities including Parkinson’s UK, National 
Autistic Society and the Queen’s Nursing Institute. All the charities 
supported by the National Garden Scheme can be viewed at ngs.org.
uk/beneficiaries

In 2018 the National Garden Scheme donated a record £3.1 million to 
these deserving charities.  For the last 4 years Hampshire has raised 
the most money of any County, exceeding £200,000 per year.  This is a 
record of which we are very proud and we are aiming to stay at the top 
for many years to come. To this end we would ask that the people of 
Hampshire keep an eye open for the Yellow NGS County Booklet. This 
is available at most garden centres and outlets in the villages or towns.  
Or you can visit the website ngs.org.uk to see which NGS gardens are 
open on any specific day in an area close to you - or maybe further 
afield.  You can be sure of a very warm welcome at all our gardens - 
enjoy a relaxing visit (someone else has done all the hard work) and at 
the same donate to an amazing charity.

We really hope you are able to visit any of our gardens in 2019.  All 
our ‘open gardens’ are inspected,  before they are accepted by the 
National Garden Scheme, so you can always expect quality.  The styles 
can be formal or informal, exuberant, chaotic, natural planting, wildlife 
friendly - the list goes on - and of course there are the famous Home 
Made Cakes!!  ENJOY.

Here are just a few of the lovely gardens open in Hampshire you can 
visit.  There are two openings in April on fixed dates and two openings 
for several months for groups to visit.  So if you are a member of a 
group such as a gardening club, or a group of friends,  now is a great 
time to plan ahead to have an exclusive visit to one of these gardens.

Finally Hampshire has around 120 gardens opening this year - so there 
is bound to be a garden to suit everyone.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY:

Only a small percentage of the population is aware of the amazing contributions this 
organisation donates to nursing and caring charities.

Fairbank, Alton
The planting in this large garden reflects our interest in trees, shrubs, 
fruit and vegetables. A wide variety of herbaceous plants provide 
colour and are placed in sweeping mixed borders that carry the eye 
down the long garden to the orchard and beyond. Near the house, 
there are rose beds and herbaceous borders, as well as a small  
formal pond.   

Opening: 1st May to 30th Sept (please contact the garden owner)
 
Admission: £3.50 children free  
Refreshments: Home-made Teas
Group Size: Up to 30
For more information: 
https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/31468 

 

Whispers, Dogmersfield

Come and discover new plants in this 2 acre garden of manicured 
lawns surrounded by large borders of colourful shrubs, trees and 
long flowering perennials. Wild flower area, water storage system, 
greenhouse, kitchen garden and living sculptures. Spectacular 
waterfall cascades over large rock slabs and magically disappears 
below the terrace. A garden not to be missed.

Opening: 1st July to 31st August (please contact the garden owner)
Admission; £6.00 children free
Group Size: 20 minimum - plus….
For more information:  https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/
garden/18789

AND:  A couple of gardens open on specific days:-

 Tylney Hall Hotel,  Rotherwick.

Large garden of 66 acres with extensive woodlands and beautiful vista. 
Fine avenues of wellingtonias; rhododendrons and azaleas, Italian 
garden, lakes, large water and rock garden, dry stone walls originally 
designed with assistance of Gertrude Jekyll.

Opening: 28th April  10am to 4pm (Also open May & June)
Admission: £5.00 children free  
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Look no further for your 
local legal experts

www.brainchasecoles.co.uk
Tel: 01256 354481    enquiries@brainchasecoles.co.uk

Family Law • Wills and Probate • Property (Residential & Commercial) 
Family Mediation • Legal Aid • Notary Public

Haymarket House, 20-24 Wote Street, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7NL

Refreshments: Light refreshments from 12pm  
For further information: https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/
garden/11092

Old Thatch & Millennium Barn, Hook
Photo Credit Maria Amatt.

Who could resist visiting a chocolate box thatched cottage, featured 
on film and TV, a smallholding alongside the Basingstoke Canal 
(unfenced). A succession of spring bulbs, a profusion of wild flowers, 
perennials and homegrown annuals pollinated by our own bees and 
fertilised by the donkeys, who await your visit. Over 30 named clematis 
and rose cultivars. sometimes lambs in April and donkey foals in 
summer.  

Opening: 7th April 2pm to 6pm (Also open June & September)

Admission: £4.00 children free
Refreshments: Home-made teas plus Pimms or Mulled Wine
For further information:  
https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/garden/22967 

Contact for further information:- pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk   
(Hampshire NGS)
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Meeting & Party venues in Old Basing & Lychpit 
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all types of parties and 
meetings and other group events. For information on any of the venues contact the Parish Office via the contact  
form on the website, by email to clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847

Old Basing Village Hall
& Frank Goddard Room
This modern, well maintained
venue is perfect for weddings
and birthday parties
from 1 to 100 consisting of
three halls that can adapt to
most group needs. The hall is
fully licensed and has a stage
and a large well equipped
kitchen. The hall hosts many
groups throughout the week
such as ballet classes, 
playgroup sessions, karate, 
short mat bowls, table tennis, 
archery, line dancing and yoga.
The weekend is kept free for
one-off bookings such as 
weddings, parties, christenings etc. and we also hold jumble sales, 
scouting and guides events, quiz nights, religious services, blood 
donation sessions, flower shows, pantomimes, charity functions - 
in fact celebrations of all kinds.

In addition to the main hall,
the FRANK GODDARD ROOM
is a modern meeting room
accessed by a flight of stairs
and located at the rear of
the hall. It has a separate 
entrance and access to a small
kitchenette.

The Main Hall can be adapted
for 50 to 200 people and the 
Frank Goddard Room is suitable 
for up to 30 people.

Our committee of volunteers
has maintained a wonderful
facility for all to enjoy with
disabled access and toilet.
Special rates are offered to parishioners.

*  If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Sandie Rice on 07544 289932. 
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

Managed by Hampshire Cultural Trust, Basing House offers a range  
of venue options.

Great Barn
A fabulous location for your event, marriage or civil partnership and
is available any day including weekends. This spectacular Tudor Barn
is over 37m (120ft) long, 13m (43ft) high and 10.6m (35ft) wide and
will accommodate 600 people standing or around 300 for meetings or
conferences, and 250 for seated receptions.

Walled Garden
The Walled Garden is a beautiful and unusual place to hold events and
parties. Surrounded by Tudor walls the reconstructed Jacobean style
knot garden offers ample space for large marquees and performances
and is available any day including weekends (subject to availability).

Courtyard
The farm yard at Basing House is an excellent space for outdoor events.
Cover is available under the Shelter Sheds, and the Great Barn makes
a fabulous backdrop and is available any day including weekends
(subject to availability).

Learning/Community Room
A bright space equipped with an interactive white board, underfloor
heating, coffee and tea making facilities and sink. Ideal for business
meetings, talks and presentations, craft activities or birthday parties
and is available any day including weekends.
Max capacity when seated 35.

Space 12.2m x 4.9m and suitable for all including activities for under 5s.

Minimum 3 hour hire after 5pm

Catering for all the above locations is not included and you may use
your own caterer. Tea and coffee is available for purchase on site if
required.

*  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/content/hiring-
spacebasing-house or call Linda Owen on 01256 403905 or by email 
linda.owen@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk. Alternatively please 
call the Milestones Museum reception on 01256 477766 where a 
message can be left

Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable for 
groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note: limited 
parking 
* Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Parish Meeting Room

Basing House

For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx 50.
*  Cat via email Beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

The Beddington Centre

Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people
*  John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Cricket Club

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor, 
available for all types of gatherings, such as weddings, funeral wakes, 
children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity 120. Also 
available are two board/meeting rooms, each with tea and coffee 
making facilities and wi-fi.
*  socialclubentertainments@gmail.com 
01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Old Basing Royal British Legion

© Alistair Jones Wedding & Portrait Photographer www.idealimaging.
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Lychpit Community Hall is a lovely barn conversion and Grade II 
listed building with oak beams and flooring.  It is a popular venue for 
children’s parties and provides a unique setting for intimate wedding 
receptions and other family events.  The hall will seat up to 80 in a for-
mal setting or 100 guests for an informal buffet or party.  There is a small 
fully equipped kitchen off the entrance foyer and disabled toilet/baby 
changing facilities. The hall is fully licensed for entertainment and the 
sale of alcohol and free WiFi is available.

A small meeting room ideal for one-to-one meetings is also available to 
hire separately on weekdays.

We have space for regular groups at certain times during the day on all 
weekdays and on a Monday evening.  To check current availability visit 
the Parish Council website www.oldbasing.gov.uk where you will find 
Lychpit Community Hall listed under Venues for Hire.  Weekends are 
generally reserved from mid-day for party bookings, although full day 
events/workshops will be considered.

   Regular activities include:

 Monday
 Messy Monkey Makers  
 (starts the end of April) 
 Karate  
  
 Tuesday 
 Basing Beans
 Pilates (new)
 Rainsbows 
 Brownies 
 Circuit Training

 Wednesday
 Caterpillar Music (starts end April) 
 Lisa Jane School of Dance

 Thursday
 Drama Tots 
 Lisa Jane School of Dance
 
     

To enquire about hiring Lychpit Hall contact the Parish Office either 
via the contact form on our website www.oldbasing.gov.uk, by email 
to lychpithall@gmail.com, or telephone 01256 462847 (mornings only 
or leave a voicemail).   

The Pavilion Tea Room overlooks the recreation ground in Old Basing
and is ideal for smaller groups and parties of up to 20 people or for
sports groups wishing to provide refreshments to spectators. The small
kitchen area is equipped with microwave and fridge and there is direct
access to the changing rooms and toilet facilities.

Pavilion Tea Room

Located above the Parish Office and with WiFi and a projector/screen
the committee room is an affordable venue for meetings or training
events of up to 20 people. The adjacent kitchen area is available for
preparation of light refreshments. A virtual tour of this room is available 
on the Parish website.
Free on-site parking is available at all the above facilities.

Pavilion Committee Room

Hall following refurbishment

Lychpit Community Hall

Friday
Kids Kan Dance
Pilates (new)
The Loft Music Night
(last Friday monthly)

Saturday
British Wheel of Yoga  
Yoga with Christine
  
 
Sunday    
Infinite Harmony Yoga  
 
  

Lychpit Hall Committee Room
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The very popular Plant Sale will take place on Saturday the 
11th May, the third Beer Festival (Date TBC) but likely to be 
some when in July and our black tie Dinner Dance, possibly 
to coincide with our Poppy Launch event will be on the 
25th October but also to belatedly commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day which occurs of course in June.

Likely to precede all of the above will be another chance for 
dads and lads or mums and gals to learn some basic survivals 
skills under the very experienced tutorage of ex and serving 
soldiers. Date TBA at this but will be in the adjacent fields and 
will be great fun. Don’t miss.

The Women’s Section is planning a Jumble Sale on 30th March 
2pm til 4pm, and also the popular Christmas Bazaar on 30th 
November 2pm til 4pm.  Donations of all good quality items will 
very gratefully accepted near the time of each event.

The social club is doing well and now hosts in-house friendly 
crib nights on the 1st and 3rd Mondays in each month and 
intends to now serve food from Wednesdays through to Sunday.

On Saturday May 4th, there’s a chance for all Rock fans to get 
their ears bashed at the club when 13 Lies visit for the first time 
playing a brand that’s different from the mainstream, louder 
than the mainstream and BETTER than the mainstream!  A 
further music night with covers band Carbon Copy is planned 
plus a horserace and quiz nights are intended.  Look out for 
details on the RBL website or Old Basing Royal British Legion 
Facebook page.

Golf events for the RBL and the Parish
There are three events planned so far and golfers should make 
note of the dates prior to entry forms being issued.

The first is for members of the RBL plus relatives and close 
friends of members. This is the Hampshire RBL Pairs competition 
which has been running for 20 years and it will again be held at 
The Army course at Aldershot on Monday May 13th.  Players are 
invited to enter as a pair or a foursome with the best two scores 
on the day being adjudged to be the winners.  The fee will be 
£45 per player and forms will be available during March. 

Old Basing RBL events 
(planned so far) throughout 2019

Our very popular Armed Forces Golf day will be held at Sherfield 
Oaks on Monday 24th June with the aim of not only enjoying 
(hopefully!) a lovely summers day out but to also raise funds 
for The RBL Poppy Appeal.  This event is open to everyone and 
forms will be available at the end of April.
Finally, the GOOD OLD BASING charity golf day will be on 
Friday 6th September and is open to all Old Basing and Lychpit 
residents and their relatives, or people that work in the area.  
Don’t forget, as well as a fabulous value for money day, 
the winner gets to nominate their favourite charity for 
proceeds gained.

Please contact me anytime on the number or email below to 
request a form or let me know of your intention to play.  Thank 
you for your continued support.

Rick Bourne.   07900 648675    rickbourne@yahoo.com

 

 BRIDGES 
Electrical Solutions Ltd 

  

Qualified 
Experienced 
Fully Insured 

All Work Certified 
Reliable and Trustworthy 

 
For All Your Electrical Needs 

 
01256 471853 
07879 298008 

 

Web: BridgesElectricalSolutions.co.uk 
 Email: Contact@BridgesElectricalSolutions.co.uk

Our weekly cleaning service is from £29.95 for 2 hours,
all inclusive - no hidden costs
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COLOUR FOR SPRING!

Solutions on page 38
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r
SPRING WORD SEARCH

Find the TEN differences between the two pictures

 Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter |  35



SOUTHERN M  BILITY SERVICES 

Unit 9 Grafton Way West Ham Ind Est Basingstoke RG22 6HY 

01256 335900

info@southernmobilityservices.co.uk www.southernmobilityservices.co.uk

Mobility Scooters Powerchairs

Electric Beds

Wheelchairs

Riser Recliner Chairs Walking Aids Living Aids

Bathroom Aids Mobility Equipment Hire
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Old Basing Infant School
Sponsorship Opportunity

Hi everyone!  I am Lou 
Grainger and for those 
of you who don’t know 
I am a teacher in Year 
R at Old Basing Infant 
School. The great news is 
that I am lucky enough 
to have been selected 
to represent England in 
the Open Indoor Netball 
World Cup! This year 
it will be held in South 
Africa, in August, and it 
promises to be a fantastic 
experience.

Indoor-netball is still a 
young sport in England, 
and as England Netball 

doesn’t have the kind of funds available like the Premier 
League does (!), there is extremely limited financial support 
for the teams going out there.  Each team mate has to raise 
the funds themselves, either through the generosity of family 
and friends, and/or through sponsored branding of our kit.  

The competition is taking place in Cape Town and promises 
to be a thrilling event. Myself, along with the other ladies in 
the squad (some of which remain the same), won gold in New 
Zealand in 2016, so we have a point to prove to retain our 
title. However, there is no money in netball so each individual 
has to fund the trip themselves through fundraising events 
and/or sponsors (if we are lucky enough to find them). 

This year, the trip will cost in the region of £4,500 per player 
which will cover flights, accommodation, coaching, training 
and transport in Cape Town, match kit and training tops, 
physio etc. As a squad, we will be holding a number of 
fundraising activities but once split between us all this will still 
be someway off the total and I will need additional support to 
reach my target. If this is something that might be considered, 
then please let me know. I have a letter with all the benefits of 
sponsoring an international athlete.

I’m waiting for confirmation, but I also 
anticipate that the tournament will be 
streamed live if anyone wanted to watch!  
If you need more information or have any 
questions then please do let me know by 
contacting me on lgrainger1@googlemail.com.

Beekeeping at Old Basing Infant School

In 2017 we began beekeeping. The Friends of Old Basing Schools 
(F.O.O.B.S) raised the money to help us set up our hive, get the 
equipment we needed and train our teacher. We have a bee club 
which runs when the bees are active in the Summer and Autumn 
Terms. We help look after the bees by doing weekly checks. 
We have our own bee keeping protective clothes to wear  

and we learn all about the importance of bees to our planet. 

In 2018 we harvested our first honey. We now have 3 hives 
which, when full, are home to about 150,000 bees! South Today 
came out to find out more about our bees and made this article 
which was shown on the programme in January 2019.

Here at Old Basing Infant School we are very fortunate to be the first school to have bee hives! Bees are vital to 
our eco-system. They ensure we have food to eat through their hard work and it is vital that there are lots 
of bees around to pollinate plants.
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THE IVY CLUB

Are you over 60 years old and like a good natter over a cup 
of tea, then come and join us.  We meet every Wednesday 
in the Royal British Legion Hall, Old Basing from 1.30pm 
until 4.00 pm.  We offer you a cup of tea, cake or biscuits 
and a free raffle for £1.50 per week. We also have lots 
of other things going on, Bingo,quiz time, bring & buy 
sales, we have even tried our hand at an auction as well 
as entertainment and the occasional speaker. For those 
more able we also offer a keep fit class.  We have an annual 
trip to the seaside You may have a friend you would like to 
bring along, they do not have to live in Old Basing, all are 
welcome.  Come and give us a try.

Sue Wilson 
Chairman

Spencer &
   Peyton Ltd

   Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ
01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY
01256 761717

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Trading
Standards
approved

ON SITE FLORIST 

24 hours a day

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

CHILDREN’S CORNER SOLUTIONS



basingstoke@belvoir.co.uk   belvoir.co.uk

Bespoke marketing

solutions for selling 

unique properties

Is your property  
something really special?

Because property is personal with...

Thinking of selling? Give us a call on 01256 811220




