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Exciting things have happened at Oakley Hall Hotel
Following a multi-million pound refurbishment, we are delighted to announce that our brand new 2 AA Rosette 

Glasshouse Restaurant, 1795 Bar & Lounge and twenty nine additional stunning bedrooms opened at the end of November 2014. 
We would like to invite you to join our exclusive Glasshouse Restaurant Dining Club… 

To celebrate the launch of the Glasshouse Restaurant we have created the Glasshouse Restaurant Dining Club – and you could be 
one of our very first members. It’s absolutely free to join and you will be able to enjoy 10% off your restaurant bill all year round*, 

as well as hearing about special offers before anyone else.

Rectory Road | Oakley | Basingstoke | Hampshire | RG23 7EL
T +44(0)1256 783350   F +44(0)1256 783351  E enquiries@oakleyhall-park.com  www.oakleyhall-park.com

* Terms & Conditions apply

In a recent survey 98% of our clients rated 
our service as excellent or very good, and 
said they would recommend Phillips.

Call us now on 01256 460830
email us at legal@phillips-law.co.uk or visit phillips-law.co.uk

Expert legal services for business and for you.

In a recent survey 98% of our clients rated
our service as excellent or very good, and
said they would recommend Phillips.
Call us now on 01256 460830
email us at legal@phillips-law.co.uk or visit phillips-law.co.uk

Expert legal services for business and for you.
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The views expressed in any published content are solely 
those of the contributors. The Publishers and Old Basing 
& Lychpit Parish Council accept no responsibility for the 
accuracy of any information contained in the publication. 
The contents of this magazine including images may not be 
copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed 
in any form or by any means without the prior written 
permission of Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council and/or 
Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the 
authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in 
this magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant to 
Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 
to be identified as the author of those works. The Publishers 
reserve the right not to publish a submission or part of a 
submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise 
inappropriate for publication.

Published by 
Community Ad Web Ltd 

01843 834160
email info@communityad.co.uk 
web www.communityad.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

A big thank you goes out to all 
the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported  
the  Old Basing & Lychpit  

Parish Council Community 
Newsletter thereby enabling  

the Parish Council to produce  
this twice-yearly publication at  

no cost to you, the taxpayer.
However, the Parish Council  

makes no warranties in relation to 
the content of any advertisements 

placed in the newsletter and  
shall have no liability for any  

losses in relation thereto.
Further, the Parish Council makes 

no endorsements whatsoever with 
regard to any advertisements.

To advertise please call  
Lucy on 01843 292658

Chairman’s Report
Hello and welcome to the 4th edition 
of the “new style” Community 
Newsletter and my first as Chairman.
Much is happening in the Parish 
and we hope this continues to be a 
good way of keeping you up to date 
on items generally and the actions 
and plans of your Parish Council in 
particular.
As a result of resignations and 
retirements we have some new blood 
on the Parish Council but the task 
of running the Parish facilities goes 
on much as before. You will find in 
these pages information about the 
recent Parish awards, the re-opening 
of the re-landscaped Garden of 
Remembrance, the many and varied 
tasks undertaken 
by the grounds 
staff, as well as 
the statement of 
accounts for the 
last financial year.
The Council is 
about half way 
through the 
preparation of a 
Neighbourhood 
Plan. Much is said 
about localism 
and this is one 
opportunity to 
attempt, within limits, to influence 
the nature of development within 
the Parish. Your views have been 
sought via public meetings and a 
questionnaire and the team will 
now move on to the stages involved 
in drawing up the plan – as always 
any help anyone can offer would be 
welcome.
The Council hopes to install more 
energy efficient heating for the 
Pavilion building in the near future. 
This includes outline plans to 
improve the building by upgrading 
the public disabled toilet to conform 
with current legislation and provide 
better and more accessible meeting 
facilities for local groups and those 
with impaired mobility.
You will also find articles on Black 
Dam roadworks and the Safer 
Roads initiative and the Parish 
Council continues to play its part in 
maintaining the Parish as a pleasant 

place to live whilst acknowledging 
that some changes are inevitable. 
Sadly, not all members of the 
community have the same respect 
for the area and its facilities and 
this year alone Parish Council 
property has been the subject of 
theft, vandalism and arson.  Theft 
of farm equipment is increasing, 
particularly in Hampshire, and 
the Parish Council workshop was 
broken into earlier in the year and 
tools stolen. In a separate incident 
two large items of grass cutting 
equipment were “removed” from 
a locked compound in Riley Lane.  
More recently, as I write this article, 
I have been informed of car tyres 

and large pieces 
of railway sleeper 
being thrown on 
to the overhead 
net on the MUGA 
and, over the same 
weekend, a pile of 
newspapers being 
set alight next to 
the wooden fire 
doors of the Lychpit 
Community Hall.  
It is extremely 
fortunate that an 
employee at Tesco 

Express arrived to open the store 
and called the fire services before 
any significant damage was caused. 
This is mindless vandalism for which 
parishioners have to bear the cost 
of repair, replacement, enhanced 
security and insurance premiums, 
so if you become aware of any 
suspicious activity please call the 
police. 
I hope this latest edition of the 
Newsletter will continue to 
communicate our aims, actions and 
difficulties whilst providing snippets 
of information for those new to the 
area. Your views on what we are 
getting right and anything we may be 
overlooking (and indeed articles for 
future editions) are always welcome. 
We don’t have infinite resources but 
we aim to use those we do have in 
the best interests of the community.
Cllr Mark Oszczyk  
(Chairman, OB&L PC)

Letters for publication should 
be sent to the Parish Clerk, 
Mrs Sandra Tuck via email at 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk,  
or by post to  
Parish Office, The Pavilion,  
The Recreation Ground,  
The Street, Old Basing,  
RG24 7DA or go to  
www.oldbasing.gov.uk 
and submit a message.
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Parish Council Meetings

Parish Notes

Diary Dates 2016
Meetings are held in the committee room above the Parish Office.  
Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting and those 
with mobility difficulties can be accommodated with advance notice. 
In addition to the main Parish Council meetings, held on the first 
Wednesday monthly, regular committee meetings are held to discuss 
specific matters. These committees are:
Planning & Development Committee 
Second and fourth Monday monthly
Finance & Resources Committee 
Annual Budget Meeting in October 
Facilities Management Committee 
Approximately 6-weekly on a Tuesday
Communications Committee 
Precedes main Parish Council meeting
Safer Neighbourhood Panel 
Incorporated quarterly in main Parish Council meeting
Annual General Meeting 
Annually in May 
Annual Parish Meeting 
Annually between 1 March and 1 June

JANUARY
6 Parish Council Meeting

6 Communications (7-7.30pm)

11 & 25 Planning & Development

19 Facilities Management

FEBRUARY
3 Parish Council Meeting

3 Communications (7-7.30pm)

8 & 28 Planning & Development

MARCH
2 Parish Council Meeting 

2 Communications (7-7.30pm)

8 Facilities Management

14 & 29 Planning & Development

APRIL
6 Parish Council Meeting

6 Communications(7-7.30pm)

11 & 25 Planning & Development

19 Facilities Management

MAY
4 Parish Council Meeting & AGM

4 Communications (7-7.30pm)

9 & 23 Planning & Development 

19  Annual Parish Meeting

31 Facilities Management

JUNE
1 Parish Council Meeting 

1 Communications (-7.30pm)

13 & 27 Planning & Development

JULY
6 Parish Council Meeting

6 Communications (7-7.30pm)

11 & 25 Planning & Development

19 Facilities Management

No smoking area
In line with many other councils, it is the Parish Council’s intention 
to make the children’s playground area on the recreation ground a 
non-smoking area. Please respect this decision and NOT smoke in 
this area.  A sign is in place reminding users of the ruling.

Dates for your diary
8 November at 10am 
Parish Service of Remembrance
11 December 
St Mary’s Church poetry, prose, drama & music evening
12/13 December 
St Mary’s Church Crib Festival
20 December 
St Mary’s Church Carol Service

All Aspects Of cArpentry
Acorn carpentry

A quality, reliable service, at an affordable price

07810 546980

Kitchens • Doors • Decking
floors • skirting • Banisters

Bespoke storage • 1st fix • 2nd fix
Fully insured    References available

acorncarpentry@outlook.com25 St Josephs Crescent, Chineham,
Basingstoke, Hampshire  RG24 8LW
email: barkerzgrooming@gmail.com

Dog Grooming
Micro Chipping
Wash & Flu
  Dry
De-matting
Flea Removal

A friendly dog 
grooming parlour 
o� ering a full range 
of treatments which 
are carried out in our 
purpose-built salon 

Barkerz
Grooming Parlour

01256 516251
07727 618669

barkerz.co.uk

Pick-up and drop-o
  service available



Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter | 5

Parish Office and Recreation Facilities

Parish Council Contact Information
Parish Office, 
The Pavilion,  
The Recreation Ground,  
The Street,  
Old Basing, RG24 7DA

01256 462847

www.oldbasing.gov.uk

The Parish Office is open 
between 10am and 12noon 
Mon-Thurs (staff also work 
outside of these hours and will 
return urgent calls, so please do 
leave a message or alternatively 
email the Clerk or Deputy Clerk).

AUGUST

3 Parish Council Meeting

3 Communications (7-7.30pm)

8 & 22 Planning & Development

30 Facilities Management

SEPTEMBER

7 Parish Council Meeting

7 Communications (7-7.30 pm)

12 & 26 Planning & Development

OCTOBER

5 Parish Council Meeting 

5 Communications (7-7.30pm)

10 & 24 Planning & Development

18 Facilities Management

25 Finance & Resources 
 (Budget Meeting)

NOVEMBER

2 Parish Council Meeting 

2 Communications (7-7.30pm)

14 & 28 Planning & Development

22 Facilities Management

DECEMBER

7 Parish Council Meeting 

7 Communications (7-7.30pm)

12 Planning & Development

13 Community Partnership Evening

Meetings start at 7.30pm unless  
otherwise stated. Planning meetings may  
be subject to cancellation if there are no 
plans for discussion

THINKING ABOUT SECURITY? CALL YOUR LOCAL NSI APPROVED EXPERTS

A� ordable security for your home or business
Call us now to arrange 

a free survey
 01256 477472

High quality intruder alarms
Fully wireless, hybrid or wired
Audible and monitored systems
Competitive upgrades on any system
Service, maintenance and repairs
Closed circuit TV and access control
Safes and security lighting
24hr emergency cover on intruder systems 

10%
DISCOUNT

on all new systems or upgrades
for residents of Old Basing and Lychpit
(excluding special o� ers)

Celebrating 30 years

www.careguard.co.uk










Individually crafted  
celebration cakes
by a creative, qualified  
cake designer

cakes for any occasion

25 Hassocks Wood, Stroudley Rd
Basingstoke RG24 8UQ

01256 363154
www.bespokebakery.co.uk

For updated meeting information,  
click on the link on our website

Mark Oszczyk 
(Chairman)

Peter Bloyce 
(Vice Chairman)

Sven Godesen 

David Whiter 

Kizzie Fenner

Vera Riley-Shaw 

Betty Waller  

Stephen Durman

John Catchpole

Nick O’Shea

Councillors

Heather Mountford 
(Deputy Clerk) 
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Sandra Tuck 
(Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Grounds & Facilities 
Manager:  
Stephen Richardson
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Income £
Precept 129,574
Bank deposit Interest 475
Other Income 5,341
Recreation ground income 18,664
Burial fees 5,558
Allotment rents 2,627
Lychpit Hall hire income 24,209
Grants from Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 32,038

 
  218,486 

Note:
 Expenditure
1 Administration 44,196
 Street Lights 1,513
2 Recreation 91,762
 Allotments 2,418
3 Cemetery 16,807
 Running costs of Lychpit Hall inc. utilities 16,957
Other buildings maintenance inc. utilities 17,970
Fixed Assets 24,620

 
  216,243 

 
 

Net Income/(Expenditure) for the year 2,243 

Balance Sheet £
Current Assets
Debtors 4,369
Prepayments 2,808
Bank and cash 214,878

 
  222,055 

Current Liabilities
Creditors (17,457)

 
 204,598 

Opening Reserves as at 1st April 2014 202,355
Income and Expenditure Account 2,243

 
Closing Reserves as at 31st March 2015 204,598 

Reserves
Net Income/(Expenditure) for the year 2,243
Transfers to Earmarked Reserves (3,404)

 
Net Income/(Expenditure) for the year to General Reserves 1,161 

Unallocated Reserves Opening balance 49,293
  From period 1,161

 
 48,132

Earmarked Reserves Opening balance 153,062
  From period 3,404

 
 156,466

 
 

Total Reserves 204,598 

Note 1
Administration costs include: 
Office staff costs, employers NI and Pension contributions, insurance premiums  
covering buildings and public/employer liability, donations to Country Watch/Basinga magazine,  
membership fees to local government associations and audit fees
Note 2
Recreation costs include: 
Recreation staff costs including litter wardens, employers NI and pension contributions,  
chemicals, turf and other supplies for the upkeep of the recreation ground/allotments/cemetery  
and Belle Vue play area, monthly Legionella testing
Note 3
This includes the Garden of Remembrance improvement work

Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2015

Notes to the accounts
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Administration
21%

Street Lights
1%

Recreation 
42%

Allotments
1%

Cemetery
8%

Lychpit  Hall 
8%

Buildings maintenance 
8%

Fixed Assets
11%

Analysis of Expenditure

Administration Street Lights Recreation Allotments

Cemetery  Lychpit  Hall Buildings maintenance Fixed Assets

Precept
59%

Other income
2%

Recreation ground income
9%

Burial fees
3%

Allotment rents
1%

Lychpit Hall hire income
11%

Grants from Basingstoke & Deane
15%

Sources of income

Precept Other income Recreation ground income

Burial fees Allotment rents Lychpit Hall hire income

Grants from Basingstoke & Deane

Administration
21%

Street Lights
1%

Recreation 
42%

Allotments
1%

Cemetery
8%

Lychpit  Hall 
8%

Buildings maintenance 
8%

Fixed Assets
11%

Analysis of Expenditure

Administration Street Lights Recreation Allotments

Cemetery  Lychpit  Hall Buildings maintenance Fixed Assets

Precept
59%

Other income
2%

Recreation ground income
9%

Burial fees
3%

Allotment rents
1%

Lychpit Hall hire income
11%

Grants from Basingstoke & Deane
15%

Sources of income

Precept Other income Recreation ground income

Burial fees Allotment rents Lychpit Hall hire income

Grants from Basingstoke & Deane

Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2015
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Presentation of the Annual Parish Award took place 
at the Annual Parish Meeting in May held in the 
Lychpit Community Hall.  In view of the many years 
of continued commitment to the community by two 
nominees, it was agreed each should receive an award. 
Presentations were made by new Parish Council 
Chairman, Cllr Mark Oszczyk to Veronica Lickley for 
over 30 years’ service as a Parish Councillor during 
which time she also served as a School Governor and 
President of the Cricket Club and continues to serve as 
a member of the Village Hall, Carnival and Beddington 
Centre Committees! “Ronnie” was presented with an 
engraved fruit bowl.
The second candidate, Peter Thorn, was presented 
with an engraved glass clock. Peter was actively 
involved in fundraising and management of building 
the village hall and continues to oversee maintenance. 
Since 1982 Peter has also organised Tuesday evening 
Badminton and Table Tennis sessions at the hall. 
There are many people who willingly give up their 
time to ensure that the many and varied clubs and 
organisations in Old Basing & Lychpit flourish.  If you 
know someone who you feel deserves recognition 
write to the Parish Office with details and they will be 
considered for the award next year.

Annual Parish Award

Can you identify these local roads? (Clue: all two words - answers on page 28)

Anagrams

At the recent Safer North Hampshire 
Community Safety Awards ceremony 
Chairman of the Basingstoke and Deane 
Neighbourhood Watch Association, Tony Tuck, 
was presented with an award recognising his 
involvement with Neighbourhood Watch over many years 
and his efforts in developing strong links with the police 
force in a bid to improve the security of local residents. 
The award was presented by Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council cabinet member, Robert Tate, who said 
that Basingstoke & Deane is a low crime borough and 

tackling any antisocial behaviour was taken very 
seriously. He went on to acknowledge that this is 

due, in large part, to the dedication of Tony and his 
colleagues who give their time to help people feel safe 

in their own homes. 
; If you would like to become a Neighbourhood Watch 
Co-ordinator and do your bit for the community, contact 
Brian Adams, Police Volunteer, Basingstoke Police Station, 
brian.adams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk or Tony Tuck, 
Chairman, Basingstoke & Deane Neighbourhood Watch 
Association, cpttuck@btinternet.com 

NHW

1. Denepranksing
2. Blarnastone

3. Walcopsknib
4. Facersloser

5. Gleampinklinen
6. Davelunenine

To advertise please call Lucy on 01843 292658



ISO 9001:2008 ISO 14001:2004 (BS) OHSAS 18001:2007Supplier No. 060712Certificate No. 24128

Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Basing Beans 
Toddler Group

Ivy Club

Basing Beans is a friendly and welcoming local toddler 
group, which runs on a Tuesday from 10-11.30am 
(including school holidays) at the Jack Morris (Royal 
British Legion) Hall. 
We have lots of fun activities to offer including; a wide 
variety of toys, weekly craft table, dressing up, book 
corner and singing time.  We also offer a dedicated baby 
area, which is suitable from birth to crawling and baby 
changing facilities.
The session costs £2 for up to two children, and £1 for 
each additional child. This includes all of the above plus 
tea and coffee from mums, dads and carers. There is also 
squash and biscuits for the little ones during story time.
Basing Beans is a committee-run, not for profit, playgroup 
that operates for the benefits of its users.  Offers of 
support are always welcome, whether on an ad hoc 
basis or more regularly.  If you would like to volunteer in 
any capacity, or find out more, you can speak to any of 
the committee informally during a session or find us on 
Facebook.  
As always, your continued support is very much 
appreciated and very important to us – we couldn’t 
operate without it!
; basingbeans@hotmail.co.uk

The Ivy Club is a group for the over 60s living in 
and around the village and meets once a week on a 
Wednesday from 1.30 until 4pm at The Royal British 
Legion Hall, Crown Lane, Old Basing.  
We charge £1.50 per session, which includes a cup of 
tea and biscuits (cakes on quite a few weeks as members 
bring them to celebrate a birthday) and a free raffle ticket. 
Each week we offer a comprehensive range of 8 prizes. 
You also pay £3 per half year which are club fees.  
Activities include bingo sessions on alternate weeks 
(which are very popular) a quiz week and once a month 
we play “in it to win it” where each member buys a ticket 
for £1, with half the money going into club funds and 
half won by a member. Usually each month we have a 
bring and buy sale and we have the occasional outing 
(we visited Weymouth in June). Easter is celebrated with 
hot cross buns and an Easter bonnet parade and in the 
summer we like to have a cream tea.  The year is rounded 
off with a Christmas party with entertainment and a buffet. 
Members can also just play cards and games or simply 
sit and chat. And this year we had also thought of 
introducing the occasional speaker.  
The Ivy Club is an ideal opportunity to meet people so 
please come and visit to see if you like it. 
;If you would like to know more about the club, please 
call Sue Wilson on 01256 328196

PARKHOUSE

01256 840103

ROOfing

Lead work | roof maintenance | fLat roofing

Waterproofing
Built-up Felt
Tiling & Slating
UPVC Fascias & Soffits
Cladding & Guttering

Over 30 years of experience
Fully insured

All work guaranteed

For a free estimate, call

or email parkhouseroofing@btinternet.com

www.roofmaintenancehampshire.co.uk

Windsor Palms Resort Community
4 Miles to Walt Disney World

roger_self@hotmail.co.uk

For full details contact
Roger Self

4 bedrooms
3 bathrooms
10 guests maximum
Games room
Swimming pool

USA HOLIDAY HOME

01256 781008
07979 210106
info@bes-elec.com

www.bes-elec.com

BES Electrical Services off ers services from 
light bulb replacements, small additions 

to the electrical system, house rewires, 
fuse box upgrades and complete new 

installations and wiring solutions

We off er a 24-hour 
free over-the-phone 
troubleshooting service Qualified

BODY REPAIRS
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

MOT TESTING
FREE ESTIMATES

SERVICING

Wade Road, Basingstoke

Established over 40 years

bryantandfreeman@btconnect.com

01256 464974
01256 321450

Bryant&Freeman
MOTOR ENGINEERS
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bubbles bathrooms & tiles
showroom • design • install

01256 333 666
www.bubblesbathrooms.net

14 Basingstoke Business Centre next to B&Q, Winchester Road RG22 4AU

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm • Open till 8pm Wednesday

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

• Bespoke kitchens
• Fitted furniture
• Orangeries

E: enquiries@sdmjoinery.com
T: 01256 769 350
M: 07919 484 608
www.sdmjoinery.com
f SDM Joinery Hook LtdSDM Joinery, Unit D5, Bunkers Hill Farm, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9DA 

SDM
J O I N E R Y

• Wardrobes
• Windows
• Doors
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Yellow lines Five Ways
As a result of concerns expressed by local residents, 
Police, and others a traffic regulation order was passed 
introducing parking prohibitions in Milkingpen Lane, Hatch 
Lane, Byfleet Avenue, Park Lane, Crown Lane, Church Lane, 
Belle Vue Road and Paulet Place and these should now 
be in place. A copy of the report can be found at www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/rte.aspx?id=1508&DecId=2266.

Petition for 20mph speed limit
Other reports in this Newsletter cover this more fully and, 
as a result, Cllr Sean Woodward and I will be “Walking to 
School” with children in September to experience first-
hand their safety concerns.

In response to changes to Department for Transport 
guidance for 20mph speed limits, the County Council 
implemented a number of pilot schemes in residential 
areas across Hampshire, the first in early 2014 and the final 
three are currently being advertised, with implementation 
planned this year. The objective is to assess the benefits of 
lower speed limits for local residents. The pilot programme 
assessment was originally planned after all pilot schemes 
were implemented for approximately 12 months, but was 
extended when three new schemes were added to the 
programme thereby pushing back the assessment to the 
start of 2016 at the earliest.

A 20mph speed limit in Old Basing has been requested 
for some time and the County Council has completed 
sufficient investigation work to promote a feasible speed 
limit scheme but progressing the proposal further will have 
to wait until the pilot programme assessment has taken 
place and will only be implemented if the assessment 
shows significant benefits and funding is prioritised.

Black Dam Roundabout 
Again, this topic is covered elsewhere in the Newsletter 
but I continue to meet regularly with Highways England 
officers and report back issues raised by the Parish Council 
and residents.

Hampshire Waste Recycling Centre Wade Road 
Opening hours at all Hampshire sites were changed 
following the outcome of a county-wide public 
consultation in Summer 2014 in order to maintain the 
provision of services at a time of severe constraints in the 
County Council’s finances. Officers are actively seeking 
ways of reducing future queuing which includes keeping 
traders and business waste out of the site. It is thought 
the dry spring weather has increased use of the site, 
unfortunately coinciding with the change to opening hours. 
However, it is anticipated levels of demand should ease. 

Crossways Children’s Home
The County Council is undertaking to provide six new 
children’s homes across the County and plan to use 
Crossways as temporary location for staff and young 
people currently located at the Greenhouse in Chandlers 
Ford. Some minor works are necessary at Crossways to 
ensure it is suitable for use prior to staff and young people 
moving in. On completion of the new home in Chandlers 
Ford in early 2016, Crossways will be vacated and 
marketed as part of the disposal strategy.

Geat Binfields Primary School
The Great Binfields Primary School Expansion of 1 Form 
Entry to 2 Form Entry was approved. However I am aware a 
number of residents raised concerns over the potential for 
increased traffic volumes and asked officers to outline the 

County Councillor’s Report

A.P.G

•	 General	Plumbing	Services
•	 Bathroom	&	Ensuite	Installations
•	 Boilers	replaced
•	 All	plumbing	&	heating	maintenance	&	repair
•	 24/7	Emergency	Call-Out	-	07760	441450
•	 Finance	offers	available,	see	our	website	for	details

“from a dripping tap to a fully fitted bathroom, no job to small”

Telephone: 01256 463903

Mobile: 07760 441450

sales@apgplumbing.co.uk
A.P.  G

Plumbing and Heating

www.apgplumbing.co.uk
Registered
Plumber

BASINGSTOKE
LOCKSMITHS Ltd

EST.  1961

01256 355002
www.locks-keys.co.uk

   You name it, w
e do it!

 See web site

       
  for details.

24 Hr Emergency Service

KEY, LOCK, DOOR & WINDOW SPECIALISTS

May Place
Basingstoke
RG21 7NX

Shop:
08:30 - 17:30

Mon - Fri

This is the first of what is hoped 
will be a regular half-yearly update 
from our County Councillor on 
progress with various projects 
affecting Old Basing & Lychpit and 
the surrounding area. Full details 
can be found on her website  
www.elainestill.com.
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findings of the transport consultant’s report. 

Two separate surveys were conducted to help predict 
how the proposed expansion will impact parking in the 
local area and traffic speeds on Great Binfields Road were 
recorded and the quality of the local pedestrian, cycle 
and public transport networks assessed. Details of the 
survey can be found on my website, however in summary: 
• there is sufficient capacity on the roads surrounding 

the school to accommodate the likely increase in cars 
• average vehicle speeds on Great Binfields Road are 

below 30mph 
• staff car parking spaces have been calculated in line 

with HCC guidance 
• measures are being put in place to encourage 

alternative, sustainable travel to the school

Funding crisis for breastfeeding drop-ins 
around Hampshire
Many mothers from Old Basing and Lychpit visit the 
Breast Feeding Support Drop-in Centre at Christ Church, 
Chineham and several weeks ago I was invited to meet 
qualified counsellors and volunteers at the centre. I 
spoke with mothers and fathers who highlighted the 
importance of the centre during what can sometimes 
be a difficult period of adjustment. It soon became very 
apparent how valuable this service is and, following a 
meeting with the Executive Member for Public Health 
at the County Council together with Breastfeeding 
Counsellors, I am pleased to report the outcome of 
the meeting was very positive and Hampshire County 
Council will work with health visitors, maternity and local 
breastfeeding support services to identify a sustainable 
future service model.  The current service availability will 
be maintained for the remainder of the financial year and 
it was agreed to establish a small working group to help 
identify a sustainable future model of support across all 
of Hampshire.

County Councillor Elaine Still 
01256880926 | 07747862913 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk | www.elainestill.com

EDITION(S) BOOKED:
Hampshire Country Gardener

SPACE BOOKED:
8th Page

DIMENSIONS:  
62mm (H) x 84mm (W)

P lease remember our 
artwor k service is free 
of charge. If you wish 

t o update your advert 
please contact your rep.

COUNTRY GARDENER ADVERTISEMENT PROOF FORM
Country Gardener Magazines, Mount House, Halse, Taunton, Somerset TA4 3AD

 Attached copy approved    Requires marked changes    Signed: ....................................................................................... Date: ........................

NO FURTHER PROOFS WILL BE SENT UNLESS AMENDMENTS ARE MADE BY THE COPY DEADLINES SHOWN ABOVE.

Please return your completed proof by the date above - we reserve the right to publish the advertisement shown here 
if we do not hear from you by the required date. We cannot accept any liability for errors or omissions after this proof 
has been approved. 

COTSWOLDS Tel: 01823 410098 corina@countrygardener.co.uk       DEVON & DORSET Tel: 01837 82660 cath.pettyfer@countrygardener.co.uk  
HAMPSHIRE Tel: 01614 283230 robert.houghton@hotmail.com       SOMERSET & CLASSIFIED Tel: 01823 619073 ava@countrygardener.co.uk  

If there are any changes or amendments to this advertisement please contact: 

ADVERTISER: Cedardale

The Complete 
Tree Service
■  Tree removal, thinning & lifting  ■

 
Scrub clearance &  hedge trimming

■  Residential & commercial work  ■  Stumps removed

Fully trained & certified staff  Health & Safety focussed
£10m Public Liability Insurance  25 years experience

Images, video footage, client lists and more at:

www.cedardale.co.uk

Teams all over Surrey, Hampshire and Berkshire

01256 763 162  •   01252 624 702

focussed

702

We guarantee we can help. Call for professional, friendly advice...

LTD

COPY DEADLINE: 26TH JANUARY 2015

ISSUE: Spring 2015

2015 COPY DEADLINES: DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Spring 26th January 2015
April 23rd February 2015
May 30th March 2015
June 5th May 2015
July 1st June 2015

August 29th June 2015
September 3rd August 2015
October 1st September 2015
November 5th October 2015
Winter 9th November 2015

Since the Parish Council decided to embark on a Local 
Plan just over twelve months, ago, we have been busy. 
Firstly we wanted to spell out the possible impacts of the 
Basingstoke and Deane Local Plan for 550 more houses 
on traffic, environment, community and the heritage of 
the parish through exhibitions, and secondly, we wanted 
residents’ views on these possible impacts. Broadly, 
we accepted the Basingstoke and Deane proposals 
and we recognised that they did much to protect the 
special character of the parish and the Loddon Valley. 
But residents’ views made it clear that we all needed 
something more from the Local Plan and we reported 
this through feedback posters. The Neighbourhood Plan 
will stand alongside the Local Plan in setting parameters 
for new development, and it will also increase the 
Community Investment Levy the parish receives for 
additional infrastructure provision. 
The exhibitions gave us the basis of a simple 
Questionnaire for all households, the businesses, and 
most of the groups and clubs in the parish. The return 
rate has been good, and later in September we shall 
give further feedback on your views. After that we can 
start to formulate detailed policies as the basis of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. This will be submitted to Basingstoke 
and Deane and local scrutiny and a referendum. In all, it is 
a long process with many months to run.
There is grant funding up to £8000 available, and we 
have had £795 as a first slice of grant. We have applied 
for a further £4625 to cover the next six months, and 
we shall ask for a final slice. Our Neighbourhood Plan 
has to be robust enough to withstand developers’ legal 
challenge so our costs include provision for planning 
consultants’ advice on putting together our policies and 
our submission document. 
To keep you informed, we will host more feedback 
meetings later in the year when we have analysed the 
questionnaire responses, and through posters and the 
parish website and Basinga Extra. You can view the Local 
Plan at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/localplan

Old Basing & Lychpit Parish 
Council Neighbourhood Plan

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
                

 

 Fully Qualified & Insured 

 All aspects of tree work 
undertaken 

 No Job too big or small 

  

For your FREE quotation call 

07834 373058 

E.T.R. Tree Services       
Based in Hook, Hampshire 

 
 



14 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter

On 16th July, at the invitation of Interserve Construction 
(Highways England, Contractors for the Black Dam project) 
Parish Chairman, Mark Oszczyk, and I visited the Black 
Dam roundabout works.  A safety briefing and appropriate 
clothing were supplied and it was remarked that members 
of the public driving past would see yet another group of 
yellow men peering into holes but apparently doing nothing!
The visit was most informative and helped to explain 
some of the difficulties encountered, one of which is the 
utilities, in particular the routeing of the various cables 
and pipes under and around the old roundabout.  These 
problems have contributed to delays which means the 
current completion date is mid- November.  We are not 
holding our breath on this even though Highways England 
is confident.
Some very large holes have been sunk for drainage 
and water management through and around the new 
roundabout.  Since the idea of a balancing pond was 
abandoned (it was over the route of the old Basingstoke 
Canal) some changes have been made which will, in effect, 
store excess water in the large pipes underground, releasing 
them at a manageable rate.  Under normal circumstances 
the same amount of water, as with the old roundabout, 
will flow into the Loddon or the watercress beds.  Those 
that designed the system are confident there will be no 
detriment to the drainage, no additional pollution and no 
additional flood risk - we must wait and see.
In our discussions, whilst visiting the site, it is apparent 
that motorists will need to have their wits about them 
when negotiating the new layout.  Make sure you take 
note of the gantry signs and road markings and get in the 
correct lane or you may find yourself heading along the 
wrong road.
Even though the engineering work is remarkable and the 
finished article may look impressive it is doubtful the 
disruption and mounting cost (currently estimated beyond 
£10M) was necessary.  There’s no doubt that when the work 
is completed things will improve because of this, however, 
after we have stopped banging our heads against the wall, 
the wall is still there.  Is ‘progress’ always a good thing?
The help and information from Highways England and 
Interserve has been very good, in stark contrast to 
Hampshire Highways who, at best, have been slow to 
respond to our requests and, at worst, have ignored our 
warnings.  When warned before work commenced about 
increased traffic through the village they preferred to 
play a ‘wait and see’ game.  Too late now, “Access to Old 
Basing only” signs are no substitute for stronger measures 
such as a temporary 20 mph speed limit and temporary 
traffic lights on Swing Swang Lane requested by the Parish 
Council.  Similar measures have been taken elsewhere, for 
example a lane through a village near Bath, Somerset, has 
been closed because of Rat Runners avoiding road works 
on the A39.
Peter Bloyce  
Vice Chairman, OB&LPC
Note: The Highways Agency changed its name to ‘Highways 
England’ earlier this year. Their responsibility is for 
motorways and trunk roads.  Hampshire Highways are 
responsible for all other roads in the County.

Black Dam
• General Garden Maintenance
• Landscaping & Planting
• Garden Clearances • Tree & Hedge Work
• Fence & Shed Work / Treatments
• Lawnmowing • Turf Laying

mikesgardenservices@virginmedia.com
www.gardenerbasingstoke.com

MIKE’S GARDEN SERVICES

T 01256 325015 | M 07928 800045

No job too small • Public liability insurance • Competitive rates

FREE 
ESTIMATES

 

 

Call FREE today: 0800 298 0601 
www.wellbeingconsultancy.com 

8 Winchester Street, Basingstoke, RG21 3EX 

WAKE UP TO A NEW YOU! 
We’ve helped hundreds of people like you deal with their 
smoking habits, weight, fears, phobias, grief, confidence, 
stress, anxiety and performance issues. 
With over 35 years’ experience, our uniquely flexible 
approach to hypnotherapy gets results! 
 

Willow Cottage, Ash Lane,
Silchester, Tadley, RG7 2NL

TEL/FAX 01256 882866

P 
J 

Sm
ith

 Roofing & Building  Services Ltd

Tiling • Slating
Chimneys • Guttering

Felt Roofi ng • Fascia & Soffi t
Roof Maintenance

Lead Work Specialist
Extensions & Loft Space

Living Conversions
Specialist in working with

Listed & Heritage Properties
Construction of Orangeries & Garden Rooms

Trading Standards Approved
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    Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
 

Call now for a free  
no obligation quotation 

(01256)689473 
www.scimitarclean.co.uk 

 
 

 
 Carpet & Rug Cleaning  - with truckmount power 
 NCCA Advanced Member  
 Vetted by Hampshire CC Trading Standards  
 Fully trained professionals – owner operated        STONE & TILE CLEANING 
 Honest reliable service with no hard sell 
 Fully insured & guaranteed           Check our profile at  

 

designs

of Aldermaston
Conservatories, Car Ports, Canopies, Doors, Glass Verandas, Porches, Solid Roofs, Windows

CALL 0118 982 0300

SHOWROOM & TRADE COUNTER  |  CALL 0118 982 0300
We have expanded and moved to Youngs Industrial Estate, Palces Hill, Aldermaston, RG7 4PW - next to Merkko builders merchants

e.mail offi ce@amberwooddesigns.co.uk  |  www.amberwooddesigns.co.uk

Bi-Folding Doors
• Available in PVC, Aluminium and many colours
• Bring the outside into your home
• Doors can replace entire walls

Call for a NO 
Obligation 

Quote

Conservatories
and
Living Rooms

• Adding Light, 
Space and Value to 
your Home

• No better way of 
Extending

• An Integral part
of the Home
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Who looks after the recreation and 
other facilities in our parish?
Old Basing and Lychpit Parish Council is the custodian of the 
recreation ground and Belle Vue play area.  The land covers 
approximately 45 acres and the recreation ground is home 
to a variety of sports and leisure activities.  
This area extends from the Village Hall and dew pond across 
Oliver’s Battery which is a Scheduled Monument, leading to 
the Parish Council offices and Pavilion Tea Room, Bowling 
Club and green, Cricket Club and cricket square, Archery 
range, Tennis Club with 4 courts and the Beddington Centre 
in Riley Lane plus two football pitches, a Multi-use Games 
Area and a range of children’s play equipment.
Much time is spent on maintaining the sports facilities by 
our grounds staff headed by Grounds & Facilities Manager, 
Stephen Richardson, and his Assistant, Harry Rice. In 
September, as the cricket and bowls season ends the new 
season then starts for the grounds staff to improve quality 
and repair damage from the wear and tear of the summer 
season. This involves deep scarifying the grass and hollow 
tining and cleaning the surface resulting in the removal 
of around 36 cubic metres of waste.  The ground is then 
over-seeded with a variety of grass species and top-dressed 
with 9 tonnes of loam and then levelled – all done by 
hand.  It takes around 2 weeks for the cricket square and 
bowling green to recover after which they are cut weekly at 
12mm high and aerated fortnightly with the dew removed 
each morning to prevent disease.  Chemical treatment and 
fertiliser application continues until the January frosts start. 

The two children’s play areas are subject to weekly safety 
inspections by the Borough Council and any faults or 
damage reported are then rectified by the grounds staff.
In Riley Lane you will find the allotments (currently 122 
plots) which are inspected quarterly to ensure they are 
not neglected and beyond the allotments is the Cemetery 
and Garden of Remembrance. In addition to regularly 
maintaining the Cemetery grounds, an annual topple test is 
carried out on headstones to ensure they remain stable.
There are approximately 900 trees on Parish Council land 
that need to be inspected as part of the Council’s duty of 
care and these trees are part of an ongoing programme of 
tagging and logging.
By far one of the most intensive jobs is hedge cutting 
around the recreation ground covering a surface area of 
approximately 5126 square metres and with three cuts a 
year this is the equivalent of 4 acres of hedging!
In addition to the above the grounds staff also take care of 
the day to day maintenance of the Pavilion building which 
includes the Parish Office, Committee Room, Tea Room, 
Changing Rooms and Showers and Public Toilets and the 
Lychpit Community Hall.
This is just a brief overview of what our grounds 
maintenance team does and illustrates how lucky we are to 
have two such versatile and dedicated members of staff.

To advertise please call Lucy on 01843 292658
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For a free quotation call 01256 324667 or email sales@theblindsfactory.co.uk

THE BLINDS FACTORY
The best price made-to-measure and fully fitted, for the home and workplace

Cliddesden· Basingstoke· Hampshire· RG25 2JD www.theblindsfactory.co.uk
vertical | roller | venetian | wood venetian | velux | roman | pleated | plantation | shutters

In our 2014 Autumn Newsletter we reported on progress 
with landscaping the Garden of Remembrance.  This work 
was completed earlier this year with the planting of shrubs 
in the raised beds, a yew hedge around the perimeter 
fence and a tree seat around the silver birch in the centre 
of the garden.  

On 6 June the garden was officially opened by former 
Chairman, Keith Nuttall, and blessed by Father Alec Battey. 
Guests were then able to walk around the area and whilst 
enjoying a glass of wine or soft drink provided by The 
Bolton Arms pub. 

Garden of Remembrance project completed

Photo showing area before work started Work completed

01256 819785
07970 454226

discount
for
OAPs

10% A Lady
Painter &

Decorator

20 years’ experience

FREE ESTIMATES
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Old Basing Village Hall and 
Frank Goddard Room
A well maintained and adaptable 

venue with extensive 
parking and currently 

hosts a playgroup, 
ballet classes, 
badminton, line-
dancing, short 
mat bowls karate, 
archery, U3A and 

Weightwatchers. 
At weekends we 

hold jumble sales, 
weddings,birthday parties 

from 1 year to 100 and fund raisers 
of all kinds. The hall has a maximum 
capacity of 200, or can be adapted for 
a party of 50 people.
In addition to the main hall, the Frank 
Goddard Room is a modern meeting 
room which is accessed by a flight of 
stairs and is located at the rear of the 
hall with a separate entrance and can 
accommodate up to 50 people 
We currently have space for a regular 
booking in the main hall at 8.30pm 
on a Monday evening or 7.15pm on a 
Friday evening.
Our committee of volunteers has 
maintained a wonderful facility for 
all to enjoy and we offer special rates 
for parishioners, so if you would like 
to hold a function in the hall please 
contact the booking secretary.

; Sandie Rice 01256 477637

The Beddington Centre
For children’s parties and meetings of 
up to approx 50. 

; Kath Davies  
davieskavies@aol.com

Old Basing Cricket Club
Licensed club house for parties and 
events of up to 50 people

; John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Pavilion Meeting Room and  
Pavilion Tea Room
Pavilion meeting room suitable for 
meetings and training courses for up 
to 20 people..

Pavilion tea room, overlooking the 
recreation ground. Suitable for groups 
of up to 20 people. Kitchen facility 
available. May be hired in conjunction 
with the Cricket clubhouse.

; Parish Office 01256 462847

Parish Meeting Room 
Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old 
Basing, this room is suitable for groups 
of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). 
Please note: limited parking

;  Debbie Filer, Administrator  
       07541 698235

Old Basing Royal British Legion
Large fully-licensed function room 
with stage and dance floor, available 
for all types of gatherings, such as 
weddings, funeral wakes, children’s 
parties or training sessions. Maximum 
capacity 120.

Also available are two board/meeting 
rooms, each with tea and coffee 
making facilities and wi-fi.

; obrbl_socialclub@btconnect or 
01256 0465800 or 0774 748 2220

Lychpit Community Hall
 An historic Grade II listed barn 
suitable for all types of parties, 
including wedding receptions and 
anniversaries (maximum capacity 
80-100 depending on layout) with 
kitchen and licensed bar facility.   
Regular users include a daily Nursery 
group, Brownies, Rainbows, ballet, 
karate, line dancing, pilates & yoga. 
The following regular slots are 
currently available:

Monday: 1-3 pm 
Thursday: 1-3pm 
Friday: 4-5pm 
Sunday: 9-11 am

There is ample parking in the Lychpit 
Centre car park and a Tesco Express 
for any last minute purchases. 

; Parish Office 01256 462847 
     or email lychpithall@gmail.com

Meeting and Party Venues in Old Basing & Lychpit
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all types 
of parties and meetings and other group events.
Below is a list with brief details and contact information.

All aspects of domestic plumbing

Boiler install, service & repair

Central heating service & repair 

Hot water cylinder replacement 

Blocked drains and toilets

Just a selection of 
the services we offer

S R Hall Ltd

01256 765535
srhallltd@btconnect.com

DYNOTECH PERFORMANCE
DYNOjET POwER COMMANDER CENTRE

Motorcycle Servicing & MOT Tests
Performance Tuning
Dyno Testing
Spares & Accessories

Unit 11, Cufaude Bus Park, Cufaude Lane, Bramley

01256 881711



Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter | 19

When you decide to improve your home, we would be proud to help you all the way through the process, from originally 
choosing the right style and product for your home, through to the final installation by fully qualified and registered 
FENSA fitters.
With over 20 years of successful business, you can be sure that you will talk directly to quality tradesmen, not salesmen.
We are FENSA Registered and our products come with an additional HOMEPRO 10 Year Insurance backed Guarantee.

Come to the showroom, see our products in person.

Oakley Windows - proud of our people, product and price

Nestled between the open wilds of 
Exmoor National Park and the Quantock 
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
this small, select site offers outstanding 
clifftop views across the Bristol Channel 
to Wales. The park has private access to 
Helwell Bay and is only a 5-10 minute 
walk from the centre of Watchet. The 
single line of caravans all enjoy stunning 
veiws and each is fully equipped to a high 
standard. Relax in the peace and quiet…

Helwell Bay 
Caravan Park

www.helwellbay.com

Helwell Bay 
Caravan Park

Watchet
Somerset

TA23 0UG
Call: 01984 631781
Email: helwellbay@yahoo.co.uk
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01256 358940
07780 990361

OB
ERRY

BB
CONTRACTORS IN COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FENCING

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

FENCING

fencing@bobberryfencing.co.uk

Braeside, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LP

GARDEN • FIELD • SECURITY • ANIMAL• PROOFING • GATES

Over thirty five years of experience • Free estimates & advice

 OBLPC04-69 (W G Shenton)     Eighth Page  15th july 2015            (2)

01256 780330

Prompt Services At Resonable Rates

WG SHENTON
Plumbing & Heating LTD

Est 1984

• Central Heating Systems Installed, Serviced & Repaired
    
• Bathroom / Shower Installation • Plumbing

• Water Softenors • Power Flushes 

www.wgshentonplumbingandheating.co.uk

9130

July marked two years of Speedwatch in Old Basing and 
Lychpit.  Since we share the Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
with Chineham it means the Speedwatch team have been 
out monitoring and reporting speeding traffic around the 
Parish for 12 of the last 24 months.

The noticeable increase in traffic through the village 
since the work on the Black Dam roundabout began has 
increased the overall number of speeders generally but 
at peak times has slowed traffic down and even jammed 
up some roads.  There can’t be much time gain for the ‘rat 
runners’ compared to going via Black Dam.  The police say 
we should be visible in order to give warning rather than 
just catch drivers.  This does work so if you are caught then 
you have only yourself to blame.

During January, March and May we recorded 104 speeding 
drivers at various sites throughout the village.  Around half 
of these are local residents and it remains the case that a 
number of those speeding at certain times were parents on 
the school run.

When the police check the speeding vehicles on the Police 
National Computer other records are also checked such as 
tax, MOT and insurance.  We have had instances of these 
offences which the police followed up.

It is always pleasing to get thanks and praise from 
pedestrians, and occasionally drivers, for this voluntary 
work that we do.  Several have asked if they can help.  
Sadly, despite the support and good intentions, this has 
not materialised into a rush of volunteers.  Volunteering 
is easy and the need for long complicated form filling 
and CRB checks are not now necessary for roadside 
volunteers.  A simple form can be completed on line.  If we 
get more volunteers then we will be able to carry out more 
Speedwatch checks.

This is a Parish Council-run scheme with support from 
the police. Enquiries in the first instance should go to the 
Parish Clerk.  

Peter Bloyce Parish Council Vice Chairman 
Speedwatch Coordinator

Speedwatch

The Old Basing Lawn Tennis Club is a friendly village club 
situated on Riley Lane next to the Cricket Club. It has four 
hard tennis courts in an attractive setting, a club house 
with facilities on site and welcomes players of all standards 
from beginners to advanced.
Club nights run from 6pm till dusk on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings from April to the end of September but the courts 
are of course available for use all year round. The club 
also organises several tournaments ranging from American 
mixed doubles to knock out competitions and has its own 
league teams which play against other clubs in the region. 

Fees to join the Club are very reasonable ranging from £95 
for single membership to £195 for family membership 
and people are welcome to come along and play for a trial 
period. Coaching sessions are also run on the premises 
during the Summer months.
The Club organises social activities ranging from buffets 
and BBQs to annual quiz nights.
We always enjoy meeting new people so why not come 
along and give tennis a go even if your skills are a little 
rusty. You will be assured of a friendly welcome.

Old Basing Lawn Tennis Club

To advertise please call Lucy on 01843 292658



Looking after a loved one? Join our informal Carer Support Group at 
Pemberley House and meet people who understand and can help you.

Carer Support Group
First Tuesday of every month, 10.30am to 12.00pm

Pemberley House
Basingstoke
Grove Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 3HL
T:  01256 632 000
E:  haa.pemberley@gracewell.co.uk

gracewell.co.uk

Luxury bespoke 
care homes

Pemberley House Carer Support Group 
offers you the opportunity talk to people 
in the same circumstances and to share 
information and ask questions. 

We provide an informal, friendly 
environment with other carers of elderly 
friends and relatives, where you can share 
your experiences and ideas.  

We also provide information from 
representatives from local associations 
and professionals. who offer support to 
carers in the local community.

Free refreshments are provided.

We look forward to welcoming you.

For more information, please contact  
Debbie Twinn (haa.pemberley@gracewell.co.uk) and Geoff Honour 

(Pemberley@gracewell.co.uk) or call  01256 632 000 for more information.



22 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter

Ted’s Minibus 

All Airports 
Heathrow 
Gatwick 

Luton 
Stansted  

All Sea Ports 
Southampton 
Portsmouth 

Dover 
Harwich 

 Saloon & Estate Car                 8 Seater Minibus  
 Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle           

Website: www.tedsminibus.com 

* no extra charge between 00.00 & 05.00 a.m * 
 * 2.5% card payment charge * 

tedsminibus@live.com 
tedsminibus@gmail.com 

07765 996972                                                            

Safer Roads 
Parish Council Report
The Parish Council supports this initiative by Gilli Noble 
and she has been given information on the Parish 
Council’s efforts to progress a number of traffic issues 
arising out of the 2007 Traffic Review and subsequent 
initiatives.  
A request for a 20mph zone is not new and dates back 
to at least 2007.  Helpfully, after much badgering, 
Hampshire Highways came up with a scheme which 
covers much of the old village (The Street, Church 
Lane, Milkingpen Lane and Belle Vue Road outside St 
Mary’s school).  The Parish Council asked for this to be 
extended along Pyotts Hill and part of Newnham Lane.  
We have also had representations from residents in 
Hatch Lane to extend the scheme along this road. 
In March 2014 we were led to believe that, pending a 
successful pilot scheme, the process for a 20mph zone 
could begin in spring 2015.  There have been a number 
of letters and email exchanges between the Parish 
Council and Hampshire Highways.  Their responses have 
been contradictory and at times evasive.  They recently 
informed us that we were not selected for further pilot 
schemes in 3 Hampshire villages; something we were 
not aware of until after the decision had been made.  
This has the effect of delaying any 20mph scheme in 
Old Basing by two years (Gilli refers to this).  The Parish 
Council made our views known to our HCC Councilor, 
Elaine Still, who wrote to Hampshire Highways; sadly 
the reply confirmed their continuing negative approach.
Whatever the eventual outcome, it takes time to plan 
and set up a 20mph scheme, not least of which is 
consultation with local residents whether or not a 
petition exists.  The Parish Council is aware there is 
some opposition to a 20mph zone.  This has been 
expressed directly to us, both verbally and via the 
Neighborhood Plan questionnaire.  Hampshire 
Highways are obliged to consider all objections as well 
as the undoubted extensive support.  It is not just a 
case of counting numbers.
However, objectors should consider the following 
- given the assumption that a driver can maintain a 
steady 30 mph or a steady 20 mph through the village 
the time saved for a journey of one mile is one minute.  
Is that minute saved on your journey to work worth a 
child’s life?
There were a number of other traffic recommendations 
arising out of the 2007 Traffic review which the Parish 
Council is actively seeking to progress.  These include  
the completion of the Milkingpen Lane footpath from 
Manor Lane to The Well and a footpath/cycle way along 
Basing Road from The Street to Swing Swang Lane.  The 
long outstanding issue of parking on the approaches 
to 5 ways crossroads is agreed.  Yellow lines and new 
restrictions around 5 ways and Old Basing schools were 
introduced during the school summer break. 
Peter Bloyce Parish Council Vice Chairman

 Hedge cutting & topiary
 Tree surgery & pruning (all species)
 Garden design & planting
 Pond construction & planting
 Fencing
 Patios
 Pathways
 Decking
 Gazebos & pergolas
 Commercial & residential
 Garden Maintenance:

 Pruning
 Cultivation
 Land clearance

 Lawn Maintenance:
 Seeding
 Turfi ng
 Fertilizing
 Moss removal

Call Stephen Hemmings

01256 780952
07841 618888

thegreenroomtgc@aol.co.uk

THE
GREEN
ROOM
Total Garden Care

No job too big or too small
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Safer Roads for Old Basing 
was established in March 
this year, primarily to 
address concerns about 
road safety for families 
walking their children to 
school through the village. 
A website was set up – www.safer-
roads-for-old-basing.org and a 
campaign was launched for a 20 mph 
speed limit through the village where 
there are inadequate footpaths. 
The Safer Roads team have gathered 
1,200 names of supporters who share 
the view that 20 is plenty on village 
roads where pedestrians, especially 
children and the elderly may be in the 
road ahead. Following the news given 
to the parish council in June from 

Hampshire Highways that Old Basing 
was not to be included in their roll out 
of such schemes across the county 
for at least 2 years, Safer Roads have 
made arrangements for a deputation 
to Hampshire County Council at their 
full meeting on October 22nd when 
the petition will be presented. 

Both the Infants and Junior schools 
are backing the campaign as they 
would like their pupils and their 
families to feel positive about 
walking or cycling to school more 
often. Hampshire County Council’s 
Walk to School Week in May drew 
the attention of teachers at St 
Mary’s Junior School to Safer Roads’ 
website and they set homework 
for the children – design a poster 
or write a letter to the Hampshire 
County Council Cabinet Member with 

responsibility for roads asking him 
why we can’t have a 20 mph limit 
in the village? The Cabinet Member, 
Councillor Sean Woodward was so 
impressed with the work he received 
he has agreed to walk to school with 
concerned parents in September, 
together with the County Councillor 
for Loddon, Elaine Still.

In addition to a 20mph speed limit, 
Safer Roads are working to improve 
pedestrian and road safety in Old 
Basing in general. They offer a forum 
for ideas as to what improvements 
people would like to see and a 
consultation vehicle between the 
community and their councillors. 

To find out more contact Gilli Noble 
on 01256 351088 or 
email gilli@safer-roads-for-old-
basing.org

Safer roads for Old Basing

Weekly, fortnightly, monthly or just
a one-off home cleaning service

Contact your local office:

01256 689346
www.dailypoppins.com

Spring
clean?

it’s that time again!

Vera’s Beauty Box
FOR ALL YOUR BEAUTY NEEDS

THE VERY LATEST IN NON-SURGICAL FACELIFT
A non-intrusive procedure that works on lifting the 
muscles in your face and smoothing out wrinkles. 
Come and try one for free. I will work on one side of 
your face and if you see no diff erence then it will cost 
you nothing. If you do see a diff erence then I will do 
the other side and it will only cost you £15.

Facials | Waxing | Manicures | Pedicures
Eyelash and eyebrow treatments
The latest in shellac “power polish”

01256 323289 email curtis.2012@btinternet.com
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25%all cafe prices for 

Senior Citizens
Your local, independent 
Garden Centre in Hook

Warmly invites you to visit 
• Gifts, Cards & Glassware
• Pet Food and Birdcare Products
• House and Vegetable Plants
• Strawberries & Herb Plants
• Perennials, Bedding & 

Herbaceous Plants
PLUS

We also have a Children’s Play Area and free WiFi available.

• Bay Trees and Mature 
Olive Trees

• Freshly Cut Flowers
• Alpines, Spring Bulbs 

and Baskets

Opening hours: Mon - Sat: 9am to 5pm | Sun and Bank Holidays: 10am to 4.00pm

Reading Road, Hook, RG27 9DB
(We are next to B&M Fencing Ltd)   01256 766 897

Your local, independent 
Garden Centre in Hook

Warmly invites you to visit 
• Gifts, Cards & Glassware
• Pet Food and Birdcare Products
• House and Vegetable Plants
• Strawberries & Herb Plants
• Perennials, Bedding & 

Herbaceous Plants
PLUS

We also have a Children’s Play Area and free WiFi available.

• Bay Trees and Mature 
Olive Trees

• Freshly Cut Flowers
• Alpines, Spring Bulbs 

and Baskets

Opening hours: Mon - Sat: 9am to 5pm | Sun and Bank Holidays: 10am to 4.00pm

Reading Road, Hook, RG27 9DB
(We are next to B&M Fencing Ltd)   01256 766 897

PLUS Enjoy a lunch, co� ee or tea in our 
friendly cafe. We have a delicious selection 
of cakes, sandwiches and pastries and freshly 
ground co� ee. We also have a Children’s 
Play Area and free WiFi available.

TITCOMBE & MURRAY
Independent Funeral Directors

Personal, respectful
and

attentive service

01256 476366 
info@tmfunerals.co.uk

We are here when you need us most

All aspects of
Funeral Arrangements undertaken

Funerals of Excellence

24 hours a day

This is a simple, all-in-one pan dish and an 
ideal way to use the flesh from all those 
Halloween pumpkins.  

Ingredients
• 8 lean lamb cutlets or loin chops
• 350g pumpkin or 1 butternut squash, peeled, 

deseeded and cut into long thin wedges.
• 1 red onion peeled and cut into wedges
• 750g of small new potatoes
• 2 whole garlic cloves, peeled
• 2 tbs olive oil
• ½ tsp chilli flakes
• 2 sprigs fresh rosemary

Recipe
Lamb Cutlets with Pumpkin
(serves 4) 

Method
Preheat oven to 200c/gas 6.  Place the pumpkin or butternut 
squash wedges, onion, potatoes and garlic into a large 
roasting tin (spread out into a single layer).
Drizzle with olive oil, sprinkle over the chilli flakes and toss 
together until the vegetables are coated in oil.  Add the lamb 
cutlets to the vegetables, season and sprinkle with rosemary.
Transfer to oven and bake for 35-45 mins turning the cutlets 
half way through the cooking.
Serve with a redcurrant jelly.
(approx.kcals per person 460k)
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Mon-Fri 10am-5pm
Sat 10am-4pm

Hampshire
Kitchens

www.hampshirekitchens.com

Contemporary & traditional kitchens

The UK’s longest standing 
ALNO Kitchen specialists 

01420 88007

6 Market Street · Alton · Hampshire · GU34 1HA
Over 35 years in Alton

Children’s Recipe

Ingredients
• 45g butter
• 300g Marshmallows
• 200g Mini Marshmallows
• 180g Rice Krispies
• Assorted Sweets or dried Fruit nuts
• 280g Icing Sugar
• 1-2 tbsp Milk
• A few drops of green food colouring
 
Method
In a large saucepan melt butter over a low heat.  Add 
marshmallows and stir until completely melted.  Remove 
from the heat.
Add Rice Krispies cereal until well coated.
Using buttered spatula or wax paper, evenly press 
mixture into 13 x 9 x 2 inch baking sheet coated with 
cooking spray.  Cool and cut into 8 rectangles.  Make 
up icing sugar with colouring as per packet instructions.  

Decorate with the green icing, sweets dried fruit and or 
nuts to make monster faces.

Green Halloween Monsters
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Draughts • Leaks • Faulty Locks
Specialist in Tilt & Turn Windows & Patio Doors

01256 475171 • 07990 768487
mcwindowrepairs@gmail.com

ALL REPAIRS TO PVCU &
ALUMINIUM WINDOWS & DOORS

MC
window repairs

We supply & install glass, mirrors, double glazed units, 
glass balustrades, painted glass splashbacks, safety 
glass…any type of glass you require. We also repair 
misted double-glazed units and broken glass.

Glass Centre 
Basingstoke Ltd

Unit 3 Bear Court · Daneshill East · Basingstoke · Hampshire · RG24 8QT
01256 353515 info@glasscentrebasingstoke.co.uk
www.glasscentrebasingstoke.co.uk

Basingstoke’s own local glass merchant… no job too big or small!

Start point: The Pavilion, The 
Recreation Ground
Cross Oliver’s Battery to the Village 
Hall car park then cross Newnham 
Lane into Pyotts Hill.  Continue 
forward at junction with Bartons Lane 
and ascent hill.  At top turn left, cross 
Parish boundary then turn right into 
Long Lane.  Cross A33 at traffic lights 
into Thornhill Way, then cross Reading 
Road by roundabout.  Turn right to 
follow footpath through hedge, then 
left onto the remains of Cufaude Lane.
Just after Chineham Village Hall 
turn left to cross Thornhill Way onto 
CFP3 (note that the original Cufaude 
Lane continues off to the right). CFP3 
goes diagonally across the road 
and continues to Four Lanes School 
entrance on the right.  Continue into 
the woodland (Great Sorrells Copse), 
keeping the school boundary fence on 
the right.  At the far end of the track 
cross the bridge over the tributary of 
the Pettys Brook, bear left and cross 
the road.  Continue along the path, 
through the housing estate to reach 
Hanmore Road.

Cross road and pass under the 
Reading Line Railway Bridge to enter 
the Chineham business area.  Follow 
the path over two roads and join 
the footpath at the rear of the office 
buildings.  Turn left onto CFP1 and 
follow the path through the woods 
(part of the Basing Forest) back to 
Crockford Lane.  Continue downhill 
along Crockford Lane.  At Carpenters 
Down roundabout bear round to the 
right and go through the underpass.  
Turn left at steps to road and cross 
the A33.  Join the footpath between 
the Lidl and Go Outdoors buildings 
and pass under the railway again and 
continue into Bilton Road.

On reaching Wade Road cross the 
road and turn right.  After the INTEC 
Business Park entrance, turn left and 
pass through Woodland Walk.  At the 
footpath crossroads (at the end of the 
car park on the right) turn left and 
ascent through the Town Park past the 
Lutyens designed house then forward 
into Daneshill Drive.  Descent drive to 
Great Binfields Road, then cross it and 
at junction with Bartons Lane turn left 
onto the footpath section which later 
becomes roadway, but at junction with 
Pyotts Hill turn right to retrace route 
to The Pavilion.

Walks around Old Basing 

Crockford’s Farm
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On 25 October 1415, at Agincourt in northern France, 
and heavily outnumbered (some accounts say by as 
much as 20 to one), the beleaguered English forces 
of Henry V staged a decisive win in the 100 Years 
War. The unexpected victory was due to the superior 
skill of the English and Welsh longbow archers.
Which is why, on Sunday 25 October 2015, Old 
Basing Archers will be hosting a special Battle of 
Agincourt 600th anniversary shoot to mark the role 
the longbow played in this significant turning point 
in our history.
Do come and watch. The archers – mostly from 
Old Basing Archers but also with guests from other 
nearby clubs (we are expecting at least 60 to take 
part) – will be assembling at 9.30am and the shooting 
will begin at 10am.
We will each shoot nine dozen arrows over 160 yards 
diagonally across the recreation ground towards a 
small post (six feet high and just four inches wide). 
Most will be shooting the longbow, but some other 
traditional bows will also be used. There will be 
medals and a trophy for the winner.
“This is a big day for Old Basing Archers,” says 
chairman Geoff McCann. “While we hold four internal 
club shoots a year, co-host an annual major world 
status event at Andover, and take part in a small 
friendly contest with another local archery club, 
this is the first time for some years that we have 
organised our own, big shoot on our own home 
ground.
“So I hope many from Old Basing and Lychpit will 
drop by and watch the spectacle of many longbow 
arrows flying through the air.”
Old Basing Archers was established in 1967 and 
shoots at the Old Basing Recreation Ground. It is 
affiliated to the Hampshire Archery Association, 
Southern Counties Archery Society and Archery GB. 
www.oldbasingarchers.co.uk

Old Basing Archers
Agincourt remembered

www.basingtutors.com

•One-to-One Tuition
•Friendly, personal approach
•Professional tutors

Basing Tutors Local
Tutors

For Local
People

01256 470948
admin@basingtutors.com

Initial consultation free of charge
Full diagnostic Literacy assessment 
with no further obligation
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1. Inkpen Gardens
2. Bartons Lane

3. Cowslip Bank
3. Fraser Close

4. Milkingpen Lane
5. Linden Avenue

Following my article in January’s Parish Newsletter which 
I hope you found useful and interesting, I’m keen to 
know if you were able to gain anything from your birding 
experiences this year.  Whilst your own contact with our 
feathered friends is probably limited day to day, the BBC’s 
SPRINGWATCH programme each year really shows what is 
out there and what happens every single day in the life of 
‘a’ bird.  To a much lesser degree the dramas unfold in our 
gardens whether it’s watching birds hunt for food, avoid 
predation or successfully (we hope) breed in a nest-box, 
hedge or tree.  So no matter how unremarkable your sighting 
or story might be, do let me know as it builds a picture of 
general behaviour of the birds in Old Basing.  
There is no doubt that things are changing and mostly not for 
the better.  Larger birds seem to occupy feeders more and 
more and certain species are nowhere near as prevalent as 
before.  All the finch species seem to be down in numbers 
this year and tits have not had a good breeding season 
generally. It isn’t all doom and gloom though with recent 
visits from a couple of Bullfinches and numerous Long Tailed 
Tits.  Winter visitors such as Bramblings and Siskins can 
be expected from time to time rather than regularly but I 
haven’t seen any for 3-4 years which is quite worrying.  
Such changes are of course out of our control but all I ask is 
that you try and make your garden, large or small, welcoming 
to any fly-overs that might wish to stop so food, water and 
cover are the main ingredients that will help.  
With Linden Market now closed and no guarantee of bird 
food being available when it re-opens as a Co-op, please 

give me a call on 01256 842722 and Bird Drop-Ins will 
deliver your requirements. If you’re new to this service 
please call and I will send you an order form.  Deliveries 
are free of charge to Old Basing residents and occur on 
Saturdays or Sundays.
Last time I sent a photo of a busy feeder that is typical of 
the rewards when you persevere. Terry McAnish in Cavalier 
Close does and you too could have views like this. My 
thanks again to Terry for the great shot of a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker.
Rick Bourne, Bird Drop-Ins  
(01256 842722) rbourne@glenair.co.uk

Birds in your garden

Anagram answers

mleACCOUNTING LTD

07901 662308 | www.mleaccounting.co.uk

Are your accounts in order?
Self assessment for 2014-15 is due 

Accounting for self-employed tax assessment s/r £150

Peace of mind complete limited company accounts s/r £40pm

Limited company set-up £144

Get yours done now and you will have 
nine months to save the amount due

Or if you pay CIS get your rebate now

MOONFACE
Service Centre Ltd

Bunkers Hill Farm Industrial Estate, Rotherwick, Hook, Hamshire RG27 9DA

Servicing & repairs to all makes 
of cars & light commercial

Brakes, exhausts, batteries,
air conditioning servicing, 
fault diagnostics, welding

New & part-worn tyres 
at fantastic prices

www.moonfaceservicecentre.co.uk 01256 762624

MOT TESTS
WHY PAY MORE?

Class 4 all cars 
only £29.95!

Class 7 vans  only £50
Class 5 up to

16 seats only £55

FREE 
MOT
with 
every 
full 
service
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Ensure Security Systems

Friendly, reliable, local, family-run
All makes of locks fi tted and repaired
uPVC door and window repairs
Secondary and garage security
24hr emergency service

L
O

C
K

S
M

IT
H

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

NO VAT 

OAP DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES

www.ensurelocks.co.uk

Call David on 01256 411522

Domestic Cleaning r Spring Cleans r Ironing
Ovens r Carpets r End of Tenancy r House Moves

Cheerful Char
THE COMPLETE DOMESTIC SERVICE

www.domesticcleanersbasingstoke.co.uk

info@cheerfulchar.com

01256 325575

Our weekly cleaning service is
from £29.95 for 2 hours,

all inclusive - no hidden costs 

SA HIRE
clEAnIng SERvIcES ltd
End of tenancy cleans
Regular or one-off services
All general household cleaning

email sapphirecleaning@yahoo.co.uk
or call Fiona on 07966 215046
www.sapphireltd.co.uk

cleaners are insured
Regular cleaner assigned to each customer
Weekly or monthly billing
vAt invoices by request

We offer

01256 358940
07780 990361

OB
ERRY

BB
CONTRACTORS IN COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FENCING

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

FENCING

fencing@bobberryfencing.co.uk

Braeside, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LP

GARDEN • FIELD • SECURITY • ANIMAL• PROOFING • GATES

Over thirty five years of experience • Free estimates & advice

16 Winchester Street · Basingstoke · RG21 7DZ
www.basingstokeservicecentre.net

Basingstoke Service Centre
Your local domestic appliance specialists

Don’t bin it…fi x it!

Repairs to most makes of Electric Cookers, 
Ovens, Hobs, Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers

01256 357640

www.basingstokeservicecentre.net

Your local domestic appliance specialists

Repairs to most makes of Electric Cookers, 

Are you looking for fencing and decking material in Basingstoke 
and throughout the surrounding areas? If so, why not pay a visit to 
Phoenix Fencing Supplies Ltd? We stock a large range of high quality 
European panels, decking & fence panels.

PHOENIX FENCING
SUPPLIES LTD

behind Cemex Concrete
o�  Gresley Road 
Swing Swang Lane
Basingstoke RG24 8NR

01256 632757
sales@phoenixfencingsupplies.co.uk

www.phoenixfencingsupplies.co.uk

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

                                                               
 
 

Lessons for all ages and abilities 
From Babies through to Adults 

 

Held at Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke, Hants 
 
 
     
 

 

 

t: 01256 764174  
e: info@kimchapmanswimmingschool.co.uk   
www.kimchapmanswimmingschool.co.uk 

Kim Chapman Swimming School 

 
in Hook, Hants ased in Hook, Hants 

                                                
 
 
     
 

B 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Based in Hook, Hampshire 
  

 

T: 01256 768842          M: 07435 960010 

Freephone: 0800 500 3089 

www.hampshire-surrey-pest-control.co.uk 
 

We offer a comprehensive service 
for homeowners and businesses 
dealing with all kinds of pests  
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Home-Start believes that children need a happy and secure childhood 
and that parents play the key role in giving their children a good start 
in life and helping them achieve their full potential. To Home-Start 
every family is special and we respond to each family’s needs through 
a combination of home-visiting support, group work and specialised 
parenting courses. The one-to-one relationship which develops between 
a volunteer and a parent means our support can be exactly tailored to 
the needs of each family we visit. Vulnerable children need our support - 
and every one of them is as unique and fragile as a snowflake.

INTERESTED?
Call us on
01256 405988
or email 
homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk

Visit local families, who for many reasons, are struggling to cope with the 
demands on them. Volunteers will undergo an eight week preparation 
course. Our next Volunteer Preparation Course will run on Wednesdays 
from 7th October - 25th November 2015 (9.30am - 2.30pm).
Venue to be confirmed

Home-Start North West Hampshire has worked 
in Basingstoke & Deane for nine years and offers 
support to families who have at least one child 
under five years of age.

Home-visiting volunteers support families 
for a couple of hours each week.

We need volunteers to…

01256 810766  |  www.rtgaiger.co.uk
Units 1 & 10, The Beresford Centre,
Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8FA

Specialising in MOTs, 
servicing and general 

repairs for cars, 
motorbikes, vans and 

other light goods vehicles

MOT TESTS
We have a dedicated MOT bay, and are approved to test Class 
I+II mopeds, motorcycles + motorcycle companions, Class IV 
Cars, vans + light commercials up to 3000kg, including quads

SERVICING & REPAIRS
We have a well equipped service bay with modern 

computerised Bosch diagnostic tools, providing servicing for 
all makes and models and fault diagnosis for computerised 
vehicle systems, plus engine repairs, clutch, brake, exhaust 

repairs/replacements, MOT repairs and body repairs

MOTORBIKES
Servicing for leading makes and models, fault code reading,  

Insurance/accident repairs, MOT repairs and paintwork

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Ramble! 
Sunday 11th October 2015 

Start time: 
9:30am to 11:30am  
 

Location:  
Greywell Hill House  
Greywell 
Hook 
Hampshire  
RG29 1DG 
 

Tickets: 
£5 (under 16’s free) to include light 
refreshments 
 

Please note the number of tickets available is 
limited and must be purchased prior to the event.  

Ramble Details: 
There will be a choice of two routes       
   – 3 and 5 miles, which can be linked 
together for keen ramblers! 
Dogs on leads welcome. 

 
Making a difference to local families’ lives 

‘Walk a mile in my shoes  
before you judge me 

Walk for a while to support me!’ 
 

For more information please contact: 
Home-Start North West Hampshire 
01256 405988 
homestart.nwhants@live.co.uk 
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A new Plantlife study shows that Britain’s road verges 
are home to 703 species of wild plants, more than in any 
other part of our landscape, and 87 of them are either 
threatened with extinction or heading that way. In addition, 
88% of these wild plants provide nectar and pollen for 
bees and other insects, making road verges essential 
refuges for insect life; bird’s-foot trefoil alone is a food 
plant for 132 species of insect. 
In addition, 21 of the 25 Nation’s Favourite Wildflowers 
grow on road verges. From cowslips and bluebells in spring 
to swathes of cow parsley and ox-eye daisies in early 
summer, our verges are home to most of the 25 favourite 
wild flowers as voted for by the public. And with 30 million 
drivers in the UK, they’re the most frequently viewed 
habitat too, providing many people with their only regular 
daily contact with nature.
But in much of Britain road verges are still being needlessly 
cut down in full flower threatening the wildflowers and 
the wildlife that depend on them. Many councils have 
already started cutting verges - much too early in the year 
for flowers to be able set seed, and greatly reducing one 
of the most important food banks for our ailing bees and 
other pollinators.
Dr Trevor Dines, Plantlife’s Botanical Specialist, explains, 
“Over 97% of meadows have been destroyed in England 
since the 1930s. In many areas, rural road verges are the 
last remaining stretches of natural habitat for our wildlife. 
Road safety is the absolute priority, but we know that 
verges can be managed better for wildlife whilst remaining 
safe for motorists. This means adopting some simple 
changes to management – like a delay in cutting to allow 
seed to be set - so that wildflowers can thrive”.
Plantlife has produced new management guidelines and 
is urging the public to sign a petition asking local councils 

to adopt them. Some councils are leading the way. Trials in 
Dorset, for example, are investigating how to combat the 
over-vigorous growth of grass on fertile verges (which is 
both detrimental to wildflowers and obscures driver sight-
lines), by stripping turf, using semi-parasitic yellow rattle 
to stunt grass growth and even grazing verges with sheep. 
Plantlife is helping to showcase the work of councils like 
Dorset to show others that it can be done. Our guidelines 
are being currently being applied to 11,700 km of verge 
covering 2,300 hectares of verges – that’s equivalent to 2.5 
times the area of remaining upland hay meadow in the UK 
- and with the public’s support we can do even more. 
Dr Dines adds, “If we just give them a chance, wildflowers 
can return. Meadow crane’s-bill was once widespread in 
meadows – hence its name – but is now more commonly 
found on road verges. It spreads readily when cutting is 
delayed and it’s allowed to set seed. Maybe it’s time to 
change its name to “verge crane’s-bill”.

Road verges are one of the most important, best loved and 
frequently viewed habitats in the country...
So why are they still being destroyed?

Protecting road verges

01256 356668
info@smsheating.co.uk

www.smsheating.co.uk

HOUSEHOLD GAS
HEATING & PLUMBING 

Boilers, plumbing, bathrooms
Gas fi res, cookers, hobs

Warm air units
Gas certifi cates, water heaters

REGISTER 206859

Riley Lane, Old Basing, RG24 7DH
Local hall for hire for regular clubs, 

perfect for children’s or family parties, 
with  an integral kitchen and enclosed garden.

£30 for a 4-hour hire period 
and £8 per hour thereafter 

Or £50 for a whole day booking.
For bookings and availability contact 

Kath Davies via email davieskavies@aol.com
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: First Aid at Work : 

: Emergency First Aid at Work :
: Annual Refresher Training : 

: CPR : Paediatric First Aid :
: Defibrillation Training (AED) : 

: First Aid for Children and Schools :

enquiries@thefirstaidco.com
All Instructors HSE Approved

QCF & OFQual Approved Courses

www.thefirstaidco.com

First Aid is for everyone, 
young and old

Contact us for details of all courses available

CAlling All businesses

07717 843117

The Monkey House Nursery School is a long established,
reputable provider of childcare for pre school children 
from 2 years old.  It has been offering a home from 
home for children since 1996. Enjoying a prominent
position within the quiet rural village of Mapledurwell
conveniently situated just off the main A30 between Basingstoke and Hook.

Tel: 07778 031691

Mrs Nickie Cheetham, Head Teacher, The Monkey House Nursery School
      Mapledurwell and Up Nately Village Hall 
            Greywell Road, Mapledurwell Basingstoke Hants RG25 2LS 

www.monkeyhousenurseryschool.co.uk

●Highly qualified staff including a specialist Early Years Teacher●

●One to one time each week with a qualified teacher●

● Early reading and phonics activities●

●French taught by a specialist teacher ● Large outdoor areas including a playing field●

●purpose built play ground and woodland area

●Lots of opportunities to cook in our large kitchen, including cooking lunch one day a week●

●Lots of space both indoors and out●

●Dedicated Technology area, with large interactive screen●

Monday ● All Day Tuesday ● Afternoon Wednesday  ● All Day

Thursday ● All Day Friday ● All Day

We are open every day during school term times
       for children aged 2 years to 5 years.

To advertise 
please call Lucy 

on 01843 292658

• Window cleaning • Gutters
• Fascias • Conservatory roofs

Please call Pete on
01256 353343 or 07762 616600

email pjhcleaning@btinternet.com

Local, reliable window cleaner
For a free, no obligation quote for

Window Cleaning Services
PJHPJH

For a friendly and sensibly priced
service please call
01256 782059

or email
sam@wellermackrill.co.uk
len@wellermackrill.co.uk

Sam Weller & Len Mackrill
Qualified Accountants & Tax Advisers

Accounts
Tax & VAT Returns

PAYE & CIS
Company formations

IR35 advice
Tax planning

Free initial consultation

Weller Mackrill
South Building, Upper Farm,

Wootton St Lawrence, Basingstoke RG23 8PE



Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter | 33

www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFELONG LEARNING 
 

COMPUTERS  
 

Are Computers/Ipads/Tablets & the Internet confusing you? 
 

Are you over 50 and want to learn? 
We can help. 

 
We offer 1-2-1 tuition at our Centres across Hampshire. 

We ask for a donation of £4.50 per session. 
 

Enquiries: 01256 423874 
  Or: 

 

 
Freephone: 0800 328 7154 

www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFELONG LEARNING 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
  

Age Concern Hampshire began teaching the Over 50’s how to use a computer back in 
1999.  In 2015, the need is changing and increasing.  All local authority payments are due 

to be on-line only and benefits and entitlements will also need to be applied for in this 
way. 

 
We are looking to recruit additional volunteer ICT Tutors in many parts of Hampshire, 

especially in the North and the New Forest, in order to support these changes & 
challenges.  Can you help?  If you are IT literate, patient and willing to support older 

people we want to hear from you.  A teaching background is not essential but would be 
useful.  Commitment is usually one morning or afternoon per week. 

 
Enquiries: 01256 423874 

  Or: 

 

 
Freephone: 0800 328 7154 

To deliver the 
Old Basing & Lychpit

Parish Council Magazine

Would suit  
active/retired individual

Good rates of pay

For further details 
please call or email Terry

on 01843 834160
admin@communityad.co.uk

DISTRIBUTORS
REQUIRED

LEAFLET 
DISTRIBUTION

WITH THIS
MAGAZINE (3000)

Call CommunityAd on  
01843 834160

or email  
info@communityad.co.uk

£35 + vat
per 1000
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Information for Pedestrians & Drivers

School Crossing
Patrol Service

Figure D - Extended out
All vehicles must stop

Figure A - Sign upside down
Not ready to cross pedestrians

Figure B - Sign sideways
Barrier to stop pedestrians crossing

Figure C - Sign held up high
Ready to cross pedestrians - 

vehicles must be prepared to stop

Please support your local School Crossing Patrol Service
School Crossing Patrols are able to assist anyone who seeks their help in 
crossing the road - not just children!
 

School Crossing Patrol Signals

When approaching a school you should reduce your speed and be prepared 
to stop, also be patient and considerate. School Crossing Patrols need to see 
and be seen! It can be difficult to see children on the pavement, especially 
if there are parked cars by the school. Children may run into the road 
without thinking about traffic.

If you are a driver, remember:

  By law you MUST stop when signalled to do so by a Patrol displaying a 
 Stop sign.

 Do not move forward and please remain patient.

 Do not park close to where a Patrol is working and NEVER on the 
 zig zag markings.

 Look out for patrol signs or flashing amber lights which warn of a School 
 Crossing Patrol ahead.

  Park with courtesy and consideration to others, observing all parking   
  regulations in accordance with the Highway Code and in such a way   
  that our children are able to enter and leave the school safely.

It is an offence under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 if you do not 
stop when signalled to do so by a School Crossing Patrol. If you do not stop 
the possible penalties include:

       A Fine of up to £1000

      3 Penalty Points

  Disqualification

PLEASE SLOW DOWN WHEN APPROACHING A PATROL
Remember that a child struck at 20mph will most likely
survive but at 40mph they will most likely die.

Drivers
Even where a School Crossing Patrol is provided, parents remain responsible 
for making sure their children get to school safely, just as they do when a 
zebra crossing or pelican crossing is provided. 
When children arrive at the Crossing Point:

  The Patrol will tell them to wait on the pavement and  may use the Stop 
sign as a barrier to prevent them from edging forward, until they are called 
to cross (see fig B overleaf).

  The Patrol will then use the Stop sign to instruct traffic to stop (see fig C). 
The Patrol may need to wait for a safe gap in the traffic.

 DO NOT FOLLOW THE PATROL INTO THE ROAD!

  When the traffic has stopped, the Patrol will call you to cross over (see fig 
D). Please walk in front of the Patrol so he or she can see you.

  The Patrol will remain in the centre of the road until all the children and 
adults have completed crossing the road.

Pedestrians

1

2

3

4



Family problems?
Fixed fee appointments available

Our family team offer
initial fixed fee appointments

on all aspects of family disputes

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke
01256 305596

www.lambbrooks.com

call us



SELLING OR LETTING?
Experienced staff with local knowledge 

Flexible lettings and management packages
Free sales valuations, negotiable fees and terms

01256 840077 (Sales)  01256 337100 (Lettings)
www.simmonsandsons.com

 SIMMONS & SONS 

www.simmonsandsons.com

SELLING
OR 

LETTING?
Experienced staff with local knowledge 

Flexible lettings and management packages

Free sales valuations, negotiable fees and terms

01256 840077 (Sales)  
01256 337100 (Lettings)

www.simmonsandsons.com


