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Not all estate agents
perform at their optimum. 
And don’t just take our word for it!

To book your FREE appointment, call: 

01256 700 270
visit: optimumestateagents.co.uk | email: hello@optimumestateagents.co.uk 

Only pay us when
we sell your house

Selling fee

0.75%
+ VAT 

Because we’re new, we want
to show you how good we are!

FREE
no obligation

market appraisal
No obligation. No pressure.

Just expert advice and insight.

£
No sale,
no fee

Optimum exceeded my 
expectations. 

I tried to sell my property with 
two big name high street agents 
before marketing my property 
with Optimum. Within 4 weeks 
Optimum had more viewings 
than the other 2 agents had 

combined over 9 months. Then 
within 6 weeks I had two offers, 
one of which I accepted and 8 

weeks after that I had 
completed. Optimum went 
above and beyond, thinking 

outside the box to get the best 
results. Throughout the whole 
process they were professional 

and approachable. I cannot 
recommend them highly 

enough.

Billy B.

Optimum by mere 
definition is the best!

From start to finish everything 
was handled with such 

professionalism and care. The 
recommendations made and 
marketing used resulted in 4 
views in just over a week with 
the first offer being the full 

asking price. We were kept in 
the loop at all stages and the 

customer service was second to 
none. We highly recommend 

them, you will not be 
disappointed.

Joshua M.

Very impressed and 
highly recommended!

From the start of the process of 
selling my dad's house, Becky 

took on all of the stress and dealt 
with every problem that came 
up in a professional manner. 

Her help was invaluable and she 
kept us communicated with 
throughout. I couldn't have 
asked for a better person to 

support us through the process 
and would use Becky again.  

Linda G. 

Simply Superb!

I recently sold my house with 
Optimum, they recommended a 
great marketing strategy which 
resulted in six views & two full 

asking price offers within just six 
days.  The customer service is 
excellent and I would highly 

recommend them. A breath of 
fresh air compared to other 

agents which I have used in the 
past.

Steven G.
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NB:  It is Optimum’s policy to respect any Sole, Multi or Sole Selling Rights Agreement currently in place.  We will not commence 
marketing your property until this agreement has expired or has been terminated.  The terms and conditions of any previous 

Agency Agreement must be considered to avoid the possible liability to pay two commission fees.
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Providing an outstanding
service for over 20 years

Hampshire’s leading  
independent specialists

sjbautotech.co.uk

Volkswagen • Audi • Seat • Skoda

Eastlands Court, Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PL

Servicing & Repairs • Genuine parts • MOT
Approved Test Centre 

01256 477 411 

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd
www.communityad.co.uk

01843 834160 info@communityad.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit CommunityAd  Magazine

To advertise please call 01843 523030

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website

PARISH OFFICE AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Sandra Tuck (Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Stephen Richardson 
Grounds & Facilities Manager

Kate Hope 
(Deputy Clerk)
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 

Harry Rice Groundsman

COUNCILLORS

Peter Bloyce
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Chairman, Planning) 
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Alan Renwick
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Free First Treatment 
(for customers that sign up to a treatment plan)

FREE no obligation quotation
FREE lawn care guide

We care for your lawn

Call Nigel on 01256 213000 
email nigel@lawnscience.co.uk 
www.lawnscience.co.uk

The easy way to a lush,
green, weed-free lawn.
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From the Chairman
Once more we find ourselves in lockdown.   
The Clerks are working from home, parish buildings are 
closed, including Lychpit Hall, and sport on the Recreation 
Ground is suspended.  We are keeping the toilets open in the 
Pavilion building, with regular cleaning.  So much the same 
situation as in 2020 and you have read all this before, haven’t 
you?  I can picture you yawning... Back to the jigsaw puzzle?
COVID-19 has meant extra expense for the Parish Council, 
with new costs associated with sanitising and extra cleaning.  
Also, we have lost hire income from our venues.  Happily, 
we have had some grants from the Borough Council and 
Hampshire County Council and we think that there is the 
prospect of more to come - fingers crossed.
The closure of Lychpit Hall has had a significant impact on 
our finances, in 2020, and ongoing.  Income from regular 
hirers and one off bookings is normally quite buoyant but in 
recent months this has dropped markedly and we have been 
returning deposits as the pandemic went on.
Our costs include lease payments to Hampshire County 
Council, business rates, gas heating (to provide a minimum 
level of heat in the winter), repairs, maintenance in the boiler 
room, cleaning and waste disposal.  We have a repairing 
lease covering most aspects of the building.  

Our main concern at present is the boiler room.  Reading 
that, you will be thinking ‘Ah, yes, I know about heating 
boilers’.  Until one visits the boiler room at Lychpit Hall 
though, it is difficult to appreciate how complicated 
the set up is. The boilers are relatively new but it is the 
surrounding paraphernalia of pumps and pipework which 
is problematical.  Breakdowns are concerning us: they are 
expensive to fix and the set up seems to be a rather old 
fashioned arrangement (to a layman anyway).
The lease for Lychpit Hall expires on 31 October 2025. Given 
our recent experience it seems sensible for us to review 
the arrangements for Lychpit Hall, and so looking ahead to 
beyond 2025, a group of Councillors will examine whether 
we should continue with the current arrangements or seek 
a less expensive contract with the County Council in due 
course, whilst, of course, continuing to provide a facility for 
our community to use and enjoy.  We have plenty of time to 
look at this.
I am aware that a number of residents have received their 
first Coronavirus vaccination. As reported on the daily news, 
the rollout is gathering pace countrywide and I hope that 
your turn will come soon.  
With all good wishes for 2021.
Cllr. Alan Renwick 
Chairman, Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council

I was in full-time teaching until 2011 but never managed 
to get a job in Basingstoke and commuted out of town. 
With marking and lesson preparation I did not get much 
of a chance to get involved in anything local.

In 2011 I took early retirement to support my mother in 
her wish to stay in her own home and that meant I spent 
Tuesday to Thursday with her in Surrey. However, I did 
start to do a bit of volunteering, driving for Neighbourcare 
and working for the Home Library Service, choosing and 
delivering books to the housebound.

In the last couple of years I have had more time and as 
well as doing much more work for Neighbourcare, I have 

joined the Churchyard Conservation Group, Old Basing WI 
and started volunteering at Basing House as a gardener 
and I feel I have got to know the locality much better.

My passions are conservation and gardening but I also 
enjoy various crafts. We are fortunate to live in a very 
pleasant place with lovely open spaces and it is important 
to preserve them. This year people have appreciated this 
more than ever, and this may be an important positive 
legacy of this awful year. At Basing House I met many 
visitors who lived quite close, even within Lychpit, but had 
never thought of looking round before. I hope to be able 
to make a small contribution towards keeping our locality 
a lovely place to live by working on the Parish Council.

Gillian Anne Moore  
A short profile

We moved to Lychpit in 1984. At this point I was commuting to Southampton and my 
husband was going to London. 
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Electric bike 
specialist 
based in 
Andover

Call 01264 316143  
or visit hampshire-ebikes.com

OF EXCELLENCE
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The Campbell family have lived in four different parts of 
Lychpit since then and consider the parish to be the best 
location in Basingstoke. 

His daughter attended, and his grandson now attends, 
the village infants and junior schools, and his mother lives 
nearby. Lychpit and Old Basing, and the many friends, 
neighbours and acquaintances made here over 40 years, 
are very much the focus of Murray’s family life.  

Murray works as the Deputy CEO of one of London’s Inns 
of Court, which are professional associations for barristers, 

and which occupies a heritage site in Central London.  He 
has held several leadership roles over a long management 
career, and chaired or sat on numerous committees. He 
brings a pragmatic, sensible, and thoughtful approach 
to issues and will be particularly involved with facilities 
management matters. This will include the village halls, 
recreation ground, play areas, allotments, cemetery and 
the Garden of Remembrance. 

He is very much looking forward to working with the 
other Parish councillors in representing the interests of 
the residents.

County Councillor Report

Murray Campbell 

Cllr. Elaine Still

A short profile

Old Basing and Lychpit are blessed with many footpaths and bridle ways for all to enjoy so 
I was very pleased with the decision taken by the Executive member for Countryside and 
Rural Affairs to approve the new public rights of way Enforcement Policy.  

Murray and his family have lived in Lychpit since late 1981, being one of the first households 
to move there in the early stages of the new development. 

He said: “Here in Hampshire, we are lucky to have so many 
footpaths, bridleways, and other routes that we can all 
use, to exercise, enjoy the countryside, or to walk safely 
to our schools and workplaces. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, I think even more people have come to realise 
just how important these paths and byways are to our 
health and wellbeing.
“The County Council has a statutory duty to protect these 
routes, and I am pleased to say that many people support 
us in this work, by reporting any problems they find on 
the paths, so that we can look into them. Sadly, more than 
a third of the reports we’ve received this year describe 
obstructions on the path, such as fences, or use of the 
path for farming crops. We also hear reports of other 
activities that may spoil the paths and deter people from 
using them, such as illegal vehicle use. 
“We’ve set out our policy in a public document to help 
everyone understand their responsibilities; making the 
situation more transparent for people using the paths, and 
for the landowners who may border a right of way or may 
be responsible for keeping them open across their land.”
Hampshire County Council looks after 4,600km of 
footpaths, bridleways and other rights of way. 

It records all reports of problems on Hampshire’s rights 
of way, and in the last three years has seen an increase 
in problems caused by obstructions, such as fencing, or 
nuisances, such as illegal vehicles or intimidation. 
Wherever possible, officers attempt to resolve the issue 
by liaising with those involved, and providing guidance; 
however, in the last three years officers have had to 
serve notices to resolve obstructions and nuisances. On 
occasion, this has resulted in court action.
The adoption of an Enforcement Policy is designed to 
support the County Council in taking the appropriate 
course of action and to make the process publicly 
available for reference by residents and landowners.
The policy will be available at www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway and can 
be read in full in the decision reports pack. You can report 
a problem on a right of way at www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway 

County Councillor Elaine Still
07747862913
01256880926
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk



Secure your  
financial future 

The value of investments can fall as well as rise. Investors may get back less than invested.

Charles Stanley & Co. Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Whatever life stage you are in, be that building your business 
or career, thinking about retirement, or planning how best 
to support a growing family, now is the time to ensure you 
have the right plans in place to secure your financial future.

With a presence in Dorset and Hampshire since the 1970s, 
our team of highly qualified investment managers are ready 
to build you a tailored investment portfolio that continues to 
work hard as your priorities change.

Book your free consultation today
02380 984 345
www.charles-stanley.co.uk/southampton-office

with Charles Stanley Southampton
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Parish Notes - SPRING 2021
At our December Parish Council meeting we welcomed 
Lychpit resident, Murray Campbell, to fill the remaining 
vacancy for a Parish Councillor.  Murray has also joined the 
Facilities Management Committee where his experience 
of managing extensive business venues in London will be 
put to good use.

A lot has been written recently about the proposed 
increase in allotment rents which, for existing allotment 
holders, will become effective from September this year 
following a review in November as part of the Parish 
Council’s budgeting process.  Each individual plot was 
measured and a new fee structure introduced that more 
accurately relates to the size of plots.

For many years the fees have not covered all the costs 
involved in maintaining the site and the increase in rates 
will become effective now for new tenants and from the 
renewal date in September for existing plot holders. It 
is hoped this will reduce the burden of householders 
subsidising the allotments through the precept by 
covering more of the cost of upkeep and, additionally, 
provide funds for future improvements to the site such 
as more secure fencing, something that has long been 
requested by those using the allotments.

Allotment holders have been given 7 months’ notice 
of the increase and the option of paying their rates in 
two instalments in future to spread the cost; the Parish 
Council will always try to find a solution in genuine cases 
of difficulty. 

When will we resume face to face meetings?  That is a 
good question.  The current Government Regulations 
state that local councils must return to face-to-face 
meetings from 7 May. This could cause problems for 
those Councils that rely on small meeting rooms to 
hold meetings which are also open to the public and 
the National Association of Local Councils is lobbying  
the Government to extend this deadline – we await 
the results.  All our Councillors would prefer face to 
face meetings, but only in a safe and Covid-compliant 
environment.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office, The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, The 
Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Tel: 01256 462847; Emergency Mobile: 07507 514498; 
W: www.oldbasing.gov.uk

Meetings take place on Tuesday evenings starting at 7.30 
pm unless otherwise stated. Planning & Development 
Committee meetings may be cancelled if there are 
no plans for discussion. Agendas for all meetings are 
published prior to the meeting on the Parish Council 
website and notice boards.

All meetings are open to the public and time allocated 
on the Agenda for any member of the public present to 
address the meeting. Meetings take place in The Pavilion 
at the Recreation Ground, Old Basing, either in the 1st 
floor Committee Room or ground floor Tea Room. If you 
wish to attend a meeting but have difficulty with stairs 
please let us know (preferably no later than 11 am on the 
day) to ensure the meeting takes place in a ground floor 
room. 

If Coronavirus restrictions still apply into 2021, meetings 
will continue to be held via Zoom and will still be 
accessible to members of the public. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS & EVENTS FOR 2021

MONTH FULL PARISH 
COUNCIL

PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

FINANCE & 
RESOURCES
COMMITTEE

OTHER

March 2nd 9th & 23rd 16th

April 6th 13th & 27th ALLOTMENT 
& CEMETERY 
INSPECTIONS
W/C 12 April

May 4th 11th & 25th 18th ANNUAL 
PARISH 
MEETING
Monday 17th 
(at Lychpit 
Hall)

June 1st 8th & 22nd

July 5th ALLOTMENT 
& CEMETERY 
INSPECTIONS
W/C 12 April

6th 13th & 27th 20th

August 3rd 10th & 24th 17th

September 7th 14th & 28th 21st

October 5th 12th & 26th 19th ALLOTMENT 
& CEMETERY 
INSPECTIONS
W/C 11th 
October 

November 2nd 9th & 23rd 16th

December 7th 14th COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIP 
EVENING
Monday 13th 
(at Lychpit 
Hall)
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www.basingtutors.com

•Professional Tutors
•Online One-to-One Tuition

•Face-to-Face Tuition

Basing Tutors
Local
Tutors

For Local
People

01256 470948
admin@basingtutors.com

Initial consultation free of charge
Comprehensive diagnostic literacy assessment 

with no further obligation

We help utilise the 
lost space in your 
loft space with quick 
and affordable loft 
access and storage 
solutions.

OUR SPECIALIST SERVICES
•  Loft ladders & loft hatches
•  Boarding, lighting & insulation

YOUR PEACE OF MIND
•  Professional & friendly
•  No fuss or mess
•  Min. 5 year ladder guarantee

HUGE BENEFITS
•  De-clutter your home
• Create up to a third more space
•  Gain safe & easy loft access

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

01256 688648
Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

CREATING 
SPACE THE 

 
EASY WAY!

Certified
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To celebrate the Easter holiday on 4th & 5th April we are 
delighted to be welcoming Chicks for Life to the Great 
Barn. Join us over the Easter for chick cuddles and chick 
themed crafts. The Easter Bunny will also be paying us a 
special visit with her basket of sweet treats. 

Moving into the later part of spring we are delighted to 
be hosting our first ever Lambing Day on 3rd May and 
our first ever Wedding Fair on 23rd, all subject to Covid-19 
measures of course. If this is not enough on 30th May we 
will be welcoming the I Jo Big Band to the Knot Garden 
for an afternoon of classical music for all to enjoy. 

After such a difficult winter we hope to reopen Basing 
House with a year full of safe and exciting outdoor events 
from animal days to history days to craft markets to 
cinema nights and theatre. We truly hope that this year 
there will be something for everyone at Basing House. 

Basing House will be open until the end of October when 
we will end the year with our thrilling evening of Ghost 
Walks to mark Halloween.  

Regular new features will include more tasty treats in 
the Bothy Tea Room, a new Rope Maze being installed in 
New House grounds and Bee Hives hopefully coming to 
the old Orchard very soon. As well as our tea room our 
café bar in the visitor centre will be open so if you fancy 
a coffee, piece of cake or an ice cream do drop in to the 
Visitor Centre and see us. 

The site will be open 11am till 4pm Wednesdays to 
Sundays with special opening on Bank Holiday Mondays. 
We cannot wait to welcome you back to Basing House. 

Spring at Basing House
Spring is in the air and coming to Basing House. 
COVID-19 rules allowing we look forward to 
opening the gates again this Easter. 

Please support 
local businesses 

Are you fed-up with doing 
the same old walks?

A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that 
have advertised and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit 
Parish Council Community Newsletter thereby enabling the 
Parish Council to produce this publication at no cost to you, 
the taxpayer. 

However, the Parish Council makes no warranties in relation 
to the content of any advertisements placed in the newsletter 
and shall have no liability for any losses in relation thereto. 

Further, the Parish Council makes no endorsements 
whatsoever with regard to any advertisements. 

Letters for publication should be sent to the Parish Clerk, Mrs 
Sandra Tuck via e-mail at clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk, or by post 
to:

Parish Office
The Pavillion
The Recreation Ground
The Street
Old Basing
RG24 7DA
Or go to www.oldbasing.gov.uk and submit a message. 

Walking in Hampshire www.walkinginengland.
co.uk/hants is the website for you!  
With hundreds of walks to download and print, 
free, it also has books of walks, contact details for all 
the walking groups in the county and much more. 
Whether you want to walk on your own or with a 
group all the information is there in one place.
John said ‘There is so much walking information 
on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in 
Hampshire (part of the Walking in England suite of 
websites (www.walkinginengland.co.uk)  – one for 
each county in England) has brought it together in 
one place so whether you are walking from home, 
or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk 
suitable for you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus 
long, and a note of suitability for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get 
walking!
John Harris
www.walkinginengland.co.uk
email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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A. SEWELL

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
 - Security & Emergency Lighting
 - Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
 - TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
 - Multi-room Audio/Visual
 - Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
 - Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893
01252 844663

www.asewell.co.uk

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ
01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY
01256 761717

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Trading
Standards
approved

ON SITE FLORIST 

24 hours a day

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

This was met with a great deal of criticism from many, 
including prominent environmental organisations such as 
the CPRE.
They argued the changes were ill-conceived.  The plans 
included using an algorithm to dictate local housing 
numbers, a reduction in local decision making and 
shifting the housing pressure to green field sites.
The debate in Parliament forced the Government to think 
again with some 40 Tory MP’s rebelling against their own 
party.  As a result, the Government was forced to rethink 
and is refocusing on brownfield and previously used sites 
in urban areas and prioritising development away from 
the South East.
Ultimately, we will have to wait and see if the deeds match 
the words.  The housing lobby is immensely powerful and 
is solely interested in maximising profits.  Nevertheless, 
further Government statements give hope that an 
emphasis on the environment will prevail. This will also 
help combat Climate Change.
Environmental groups are urging the Government to take 
the opportunity provided by COVID to change economic 
direction away from business as usual towards an 
environmentally led policy.  Building large developments, 
such as in the Loddon Valley, runs counter to the Borough 
Climate Emergency policy.  An environmentally friendly 

development policy should alter the Local Plan housing 
trajectory.
New research by CPRE reveals there is currently enough 
Brownfield land to provide 1.3 million homes. A huge 
565,000 of these sites already have approval to begin 
construction.  In all, about one million homes nationally, 
have planning permission but have yet to be built.  The 
1.3 million homes on Brownfield land could hit the 
Government’s target of 300,000 new houses a year for 4 
years – without touching a single blade of grass or ripping 
up an ancient hedgerow.
Additionally, it is understood that the Common 
Agricultural Policy is to be replaced by the Environmental 
Land Management Scheme (ELMS) where farmers and 
landowners will be paid to return land to nature, such as 
planting woodlands and restoring wetlands.  This must be 
welcomed.  Details are still unclear but fields to the east of 
Basingstoke in the Loddon Valley could benefit from this 
rather than more environmentally unfriendly housing.
In 2003 a book called “Crap Towns” (ISBN 0 7255 1582 5) 
was published which listed Basingstoke as ninth out of 50.  
Hopefully, things have improved since but covering more 
local countryside with housing and other infrastructure 
could take us back into “Crap Town” territory.
 Cllr Peter Bloyce, Parish Council Planning Chairman

In August 2020.last year the Government published a White Paper aimed at 
simplifying and updating the planning system.

Planning and future housing
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Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent financial advisers specialising 
in providing advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement 
planning, managing risk, tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash Flow 
modelling.

Retirement Planning Protection Tax Planning

Estate Planning Mortgages Wills

If you are interested in becoming a client or you would like to learn more 
about our services, then we would be delighted to hear from you.

Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk 
www.s4financial.co.uk 
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS
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 As the season changed to autumn many of our birds and 
some of our insects without flight restrictions headed 
off on their holidays, while others prepared themselves 
for the months to come, whether that’s getting ready 
to hibernate, build up a food store or just putting on 
a little winter fat and I don’t just mean me!! And just 
as we thought were getting back to the “new normal” 
Lockdown 2.0 came along, luckily for us the weather for 
November and December wasn’t that bad and at times 
cold and crisp. Then what we were all dreading happened, 
at least Lockdown 1.0 had its lovely weather, sadly this 
time Lockdown 3.0 is in the depths of winter whilst the 
fantastic guys and girls of the NHS are doing all they can 
for us. But even if it is winter we need to do our bit, so 
once again we are all embracing the great outdoors….
or for those who insist in going for walks in bright white 
trainers the great outdoors is embracing your trainers 
with plenty of mud. 

So why is this time of the year critical for Mill Field 
wildlife? 
Well some of it I have already mentioned with birds 
and animals feeding up to move on, hibernate or to get 
through the winter. For many species autumn is much 
easier than winter with more food available in the form of 
insects, fruits and flowers whereas now there is less fruit 
and insect life is harder to find and flowers….well there 
is not much around. So all that is left includes patches 
of tussock grass which don’t look much to us but mean 
a lot to the Mill Field residents and if we go off the main 
paths and walk through it because we don’t want to get 
our boots muddy this can be destructive in the long term 
without the walker realising why.

It’s basically the same as putting a new road through a 
protected rain forest or if there was a huge puddle outside 
your neighbours and everyone cut through your house to 
get round it! 

So here we are, the last time I wrote a piece for you we were just coming out of 
Lockdown 1.0 with beautiful sunshine and lots of amazing diversity on the Mill 
Field of Flora and Fauna. 

The Mill Field in the Autumn and 
Winter - A Critical time of the year

Blackbird
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I know this sounds a bit overdramatic, but if you imagine 
you’re a little Shrew, Vole or Mouse, these are forests 
with lots of little tracks and nesting areas full of other life 
sheltering from the cold above. So us cutting through 
making new paths shrinks what was their protected world 
to decreasing islands of grass and creates big exposed 
spaces they have to cross avoiding predators. It also 
has a long term impact on the nesting areas of many of 
our breeding birds on site e.g. Robin, Chiffchaff, Willow 
warbler and when lucky the Grasshopper Warbler to name 
a few, and finally the footfall compacts the ground where 
some of the more unusual plants grow. 

The lockdowns have also affected that rare and wild 
creature better known as the Conservation Volunteer 
who has not been able to roam through the undergrowth 
grazing on the scrub once a month over the winter, as 
work parties due to restrictions haven’t been possible. But 
a few intrepid Volunteers have managed to get out and 
have helped out in these tricky times including a litter 
pick in January managing to clear an incredible amount of 
litter. As well as this group there are unsung heroes who 
out on their daily exercise do a bit of litter picking which is 
amazing and a huge thankyou to all of you.

So whats been going on?
Taking you back to the autumn which almost seemed 
like a continuation of the summer a lot of birds such as 
Whitethroats (last ones early October) our Swallows and a 
few House Martins headed south by mid-October, the last 
Swifts to headed off on 24th of August. The first of two 
major highlights for birders was a cracking male Redstart 
which stayed for three days at the beginning of October. 
Even though these birds pass through every year they 
rarely hang round but this one was well photographed 
and seen by Basingstoke birders as well as a few locals 
who stopped and asked what they were watching. The 
other bird or should I say birds were a couple of Ring 
Ouzel which arrived late October into early November and 
stayed quite well hidden feeding in the Dogwood and 
Hawthorn. But these aren’t the only migrants that were 
on show with Clouded Yellow Butterflies passing through 
as well as Migrant Hawker Dragonflies hawking round the 
reserve.

One of the main jobs for me in the autumn is the 
annual small mammal survey which is a month’s survey 
I undertake to see what we have on site and how they 
seem to be doing. This is done by a combination of 
techniques: the first being feeding signs and nests - by 
examining nibbled hazelnuts you can identify which 
mammal eat them as there are differences in tooth marks 
made by Mice, Voles, Squirrels and the ones that look 
like “Fairy Clogs” made by Dormice. Looking for nibbled 
seed heads on grasses and reeds identifies Harvest mice, 
and keeping an eye out for nests made by Dormice and 
Harvest which isn’t easy but are a great find.

The next part of the survey is checking the back to front 
Nest boxes attached to the trees. These aren’t bird boxes, 
even though they do use them, they are part of a National 
survey scheme for Dormice so must not be disturbed. 

You could say these are affordable holiday homes for 
Dormice (Hot tub and Jacuzzi not included). These boxes 
are monitored under Licence because of the law involving 
these mammals but are also really good for finding other 
small mammals, birds and some other beasties. What may 
surprise you is this part of the annual survey is the longest 
continuous monitoring survey on the Mill Field which has 
been running for at least 14 years.

The last part of the survey is setting out Humane traps 
which are monitored daily, this is basically Glamping 
for small mammals, getting a dry roof for the night with 
bedding and food made up of a little seed, mill worms 
and some gravied cat food (it is of note that Basing small 
mammals are very particular about the brand - it has to 
be Whiskas - it has been proven nine out of ten small 
mammals prefer it!).

So how did it go?
Well a young male Dormouse was found in the boxes 
as well as a record number of Yellow Necked Mice this 
year (I hear you say Yellow Necked Mouse?? This species 
is a southern English species found in ancient and semi 
ancient woodlands and is the biggest of the British mice). 
In total just over 130 mammals made up of eight species 
were trapped and released, with the first Harvest mice 
ever trapped on site. 

Common Starling Fieldfare Harvest Mouse Lesser Redpole
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Even though we knew they were here with their nests 
and feeding signs regularly being seen and the occasional 
sighting, it was nice to see this tiny little mammal close 
up. The only one not caught was Water Shrew but was 
present by signs round the site.
Winter kicked in and the next flow of visitors arrived in the 
form of Hundreds of Redwing, and not so many Fieldfare, 
Song Thrush and Blackbird arrived as well. But also the 
finches arrived with 20+ Lesser Redpoll, 60+ Siskin and 
several Bramblings so enough to keep you amused. Other 
birds were the Water Rail hiding away on the flood plain 
with a Kingfisher often seen as well, while the Basingstoke 
Peregrines used the Pylons for a view point mainly of the 
migrant Wood Pigeons with several hundred of them 
arriving as well so plenty of takeaway!

2020 ended with 121 species of bird recorded, 22 species 
of mammal, 27 species of butterfly, 11 species of Dragon 
and Damselfly and 3 reptiles. Several new plants were 
found as well so 2020 was a very unique year for me I was 
able to see what happens during the year with pretty 
much continuous coverage from the spring into the 
summer.

2021 - as I write this in January we have had a rapid start 
to the year with 70 species of bird being recorded so far 
and 6 mammals seen with several others heard. I will 
have to try to remember when people ask me is there 
much about and I say “its quiet”….my idea of its quiet 
is probably not the same as yours if I did say what I had 
seen. 

So lets see where this year takes us and just remember 
when you are out in our lovely countryside that you are 
in someone else’s home - you just might not realise it 
because they won’t come out and shout at you. 

Stay Safe and enjoy the great outdoors
(If you would like to help round the reserve there are 
regular work parties from October to March which will 
take place when there are no restrictions (!) Just check 
Basinga, the Notice board on the Mill Field, our Facebook 
page or email millfieldnature@gmail.com to be added 
to our distribution list)

Jim Andrews

Little Egret

Peregrine

Redstart

Wren
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Registered with all major insurers
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Rehabilitation programmes
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and we will call you.

www.lawnmaster.co.uk
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Are you looking for 
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Old Basing WI
The Old Basing WI has continued to meet remotely during the latest phase of lock down.  
We regularly have over 20 attendees on our Zoom 
meetings which enables us to keep in touch with each 
other during this difficult time. With the excellent 
proceeds from our well attended Christmas Fair back in 
December, we decided to buy our own annual Zoom 
licence.
So far this year we have enjoyed a talk from Sarah Delves 
who is an antiques dealer and expert in handbags and 
accessories.  She is also a lecturer at the V&A museum.  
Sarah will also be coming back to talk to us later in 
the year on her other area of expertise which is ladies’ 
handbags.  
In January we welcomed local author Helen Matthews 
from Hook, to talk to us about her journey to becoming 
a successful fiction writer.  She explained how she sets 
about doing her research and how it had led her down 
an unusual path into supporting a charity helping to deal 
with Modern Slavery. A link to her books can be found at 
www.helenmatthewswriter.com/
In February we held a Members’ “own entertainment” 
meeting, where we provided a light hearted quiz for 
Members to solve in teams on Zoom.  Our plans for March 
include a speaker on “Granny, China and the WI” and the 
re-introduction of our popular Craft group.   Again, the 
craft group will be meeting via Zoom and this will allow 
more Members to “attend”, even if they only want to join 
in for a chat and a cuppa! It will provide another means 
of contact for Members who are not able to get out very 
much.  The first meeting will have us bringing a “work in 
progress” to the Zoom table.  We all have many of those 
to choose from I’m sure!  Also in March, we are joining 
with another WI group from Exeter to listen to a speaker 
from Hampton Court who will be talking to us about the 
Ghosts of the Royal Palace.  We have heard this lady speak 
before and she is most entertaining.
With many of our Members now having had at least the 
first part of the vaccine, the WI Committee is looking 
further ahead to the Summer when it is hoped that we 
will be able to hold our popular outdoors annual garden 
party for Members.

The Committee 
is working hard 
now to plan the 
arrangements for 
this.  
Following on from 
the success of our 
Christmas Fair, we 
are also planning 
to hold a Summer 
Fete on Saturday 
12th June.  We rely 
on our WI Members 
to donate cakes, 
jams and preserves and craft items to sell, and of course 
we rely heavily on Village support to come and buy our 
wonderful homemade items!  This year we are hoping to 
team up with the Old Basing and Lychpit Village Show 
organisers to present a joint venture selling plants as 
well.  So, whilst Glasto is cancelled for June, come to our 
Summer sale instead – you won’t even need wellies! 
Watch out for further details in the Basinga, on Facebook, 
and on posters around the Village.
After our little Christmas gift and card was so well 
received, we will be dropping something through 
Members’ letterboxes before Easter, so do watch out!
All WI Members can take advantage of other activities 
that are provided by the Hampshire WI and some of the 
Old Basing Members have been joining in on these as 
well.  Some are free, such as the demonstration on how 
to make a “Mirror cake”, and some have a small charge 
for demonstrations on how to paint birds, cookery 
demonstrations and a talk by the “Yorkshire Shepherdess”. 
We are an active group, trying to adapt to these changing 
times and whilst most of our activities are currently on 
Zoom rather than in person, we are hoping that this will 
soon change.
If you would like to join our long running and thriving 
group please contact our President Sue Stewart by email 
at: 
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

Jams and preserves on sale 
at Christmas Fair
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Unlike the situation, which we all find ourselves in at the 
moment.  But with all the new vaccines coming on board, 
there is a little glimmer of hope that the National Garden 
Scheme can soon fully welcome our visitors back to our 
gardens.  You can still visit our gardens - for exercise - as 
long as they are within your local area.  We will have 
to wait for government guidelines as to when this will 
change and you can travel further afield. 
With regard to the Hampshire Yellow Booklet, we are not 
in a position to physically distribute this yet, as it would 
mean travelling out of our local areas, but you can rest 
assured that as soon as possible we will be distributing it 
to as many outlets as we can.  In the meantime a pdf file 
of the booklet is available.  It will certainly appear very 
different this year as we have pared it back to the absolute 
minimum, whilst including all the relevant information.  
There are no adverts and no glossy paper.  The back and 
front covers were sponsored by Capital Gardens.  
To find the link to the booklet, visit the Old Basing & 
Lychpit Parish Council website (www.oldbasing.gov.uk) 
and click on the ‘Clubs & Societies’ option on the menu 
at the top of the homepage.  Scroll down to Hobbies, 
Activities & Pastimes and you’ll find the link under 
‘National Garden Scheme’.
If you can’t make it to one of our open gardens, and really 
need a ‘garden’ fix, why not visit our website and visit 
one of our ‘Virtual Gardens’ https://ngs.org.uk/virtual-
garden-visits/  (click on the link)   These are made up of 
gardens Nationwide, but there are a couple of little gems 
from Hampshire amongst the gardens on offer.  The 
gardens are divided into Sections, and under the heading 
Designers’ Gardens, you will find:
Old Camps   
Newbury Road, Headley, Thatcham, RG19 8LG
Old Camps is designed and built by owner and designer 
AdamVetere.

It is a stunning garden with an 
eclectic mix of styles from the 
Ravine Garden, old style Cottage 
Garden, Potager and the 
stunning sub-tropical schemes.  
Then there is the stunning 
panoramic borrowed view over 
Watership Down.  Adam and his 
wife plan to open their garden 
again this year in August - 

certainly one to watch out for.

OR Maybe you would appreciate viewing a series of 
village gardens in the Group Gardens.  From Hampshire 
we offer Froyle Gardens (from 2020).  These are  virtual 
tours of eight gardens, delightfully narrated by the Vicar 
of Froyle, Revd. Yann Dubreuil - you might like to sit down 
with a cup of tea for this one.  Froyle plan to open their 
gardens  once again this year, currently there are seven 
gardens taking part, and they plan to open in June.

Froyle Gardens 
Lower Froyle, GU34 4LG
Following on from the success 
of our online lecture in 2020, 
we have planned further talks 
through February and March.  
You can book online, for a 
modest fee, and listen to a series 
of live talks and hear behind the 

scenes information from the garden owners themselves.  
There are five further talks planned. 
ngs.org.uk/product-category/online-events/
Hopefully be the time the next time your Parish Magazine 
comes out we will be well away with many visitors to our 
gardens with no restriction - we can hope.
Best Wishes to all. Keep Well - Keep Safe
Pat Beagley National Garden Scheme - Hampshire

The little Spring shoots are beginning to appear, as if by magic, as they do every 
year - some things never change.

National Garden Scheme 
IN HAMPSHIRE
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01256 819785 • 07970 454226

discount
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20 years of experience

FREE ESTIMATES

No Job Too Small…No Tree Too Tall!

Overland  Environmental Services Ltd
We are a Fully Insured, Quali�ed, Fast, 

Reliable and Professional Service

T: 01189 814297
E: info@overland-es.com 

W: www.overland-es.com 

Site Clearance
Tree Removal
Crown Reductions
Crown Thinning

Scrub Clearance
Tree and Hedge Planting
Pest Control
Commercial Grass Cutting

We now offer a
24 hour call out

service

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations 
Boiler installation, service and repair

Central heating servicing 
Hot water cylinder replacement

S R Hall Ltd
Building, Plumbing & Heating Contractors

www.srhallltd.co.uk

enquiries@srhallltd.co.uk 
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Unlike the first lockdown, when we combined with 
other local groups to look after key worker children, this 
time BU5s has opened its doors as normal, within gov-
ernment guidelines, providing a warm, relaxed learning 
environment for our key worker children and those going 
to our local schools in September. That’s a surprisingly 
large group of children. Remaining spaces were allocated 
to parents who are also having to provide home schooling 
for their other children.

All this needs to be planned in such a way that the 
required safety ratios of staff to children is maintained, 
but we always have extra staff to the number of children 
anyway, so that has helped tremendously. Some routines 
have had to be adjusted to comply with distancing rules, 
but they have been made as discreet as possible.

Parents have been great at using the new start and end 
of day procedures, wearing masks as they drop off and 
collect in designated areas.

Our staff are applying stricter hygiene regimes, including 
extra hand sanitisers in various places around the rooms 
and gardens. The children wash their hands at the start of 

the day and after various ‘messy’ activities. As far as they 
are concerned, nothing is very different from normal. 
There’s music playing and happy adult faces everywhere, 
which we believe to be so important at this tense time for 
everyone. As the only users of the Beddington Centre at 
the moment, we thoroughly clean every evening, with an 
extra weekend clean too.

Despite the weather, we encourage the children to take 
part in lots of outdoor play, which they, and the ladies, 
love to do. There’s some mud, but that’s fun! 

Obviously, our staff have their own balancing acts with 
their families, but they are so positive about this strange 
situation and try to keep things as normal as possible for 
our children. They are amazing!

Tina Smee, 
BU5’s Preschool Manager

Ingredients
• 150g unsalted butter softened
• 75g golden caster sugar
• 1 teaspoon mixed spice
• Grated zest of 1 small orange
• 175g plain flour plus extra to dust
• 50g sultanas
Method
Preheat oven to 180C/gas 4, line two baking sheets with 
baking parchment.
Cream the butter, sugar, mixed spice and orange zest 
together in a bowl with a wooden spoon until the mixture 
looks creamy and the sugar has started to dissolve.
Sift over the flour and add the sultanas to the bowl too. 
Work the mixture thoroughly, using the back of the 
wooden spoon to mix everything together. Knead briefly 
with your hands to make the dough smooth. Wrap in 
greaseproof paper and chill for 20 minutes
Lightly flour a clean work surface and roll out the dough 
until it is 3-4 mm thick
Stamp out the rounds using a 6cm round or fluted cutter. 
Transfer to the lined baking sheets and chill again for 15 
minutes. Bake in the oven for 12-15 minutes, until just 
starting to turn golden round the edges. Sprinkle with a 
little extra sugar, then transfer to a wire rack to cool. Store 
in an airtight tin for up to five days.

Despite the restrictions imposed by COVID-19, Bolton Under 5’s Preschool has 
continued to flourish. However, running a setting in these times isn’t without its 
challenges!

Note from Bolton Under 5’s Preschool

Marcia’s sultana and spice biscuits
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BASINGSTOKE
1 Buckland Parade, Buckland Road, RG22 6JW
01256 351606
funeralcare.co.uk

 

Pre-paid funeral plans
Free bereavement centre
24 hour service

01256 357923

CROOMBS 
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

Installations, repairs and maintenance to
industrial, commercial and domestic premises

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE www.croombs.co.uk

Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control

Portable Appliance Testing

NACS REG 99/483

WWW.IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 

GREAT CARE TAKEN
PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE

CALL FOR ADVICE

IAN GAY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

INFO@IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 

TEL: 01256 398887

EST 35 YEARS  

These biscuits are traditionally 
served after dinner with coffee.  
Chopped roasted walnuts an 
be used instead of hazelnuts.
Ingredients
250g unsalted butter, ¾ cup roasted hazelnuts finely 
chopped, ½ cup icing sugar sifted, 1tsp baking powder,  
egg yolk, 3 cups plain flour sifted
1 tsp vanilla essence, 1 cup icing sugar sifted for dusting, 
1 tbsp brandy (optional)
Method
• Pre-heat oven to 180 degrees C
•  Beat the butter and sugar in a bowl until light and 

creamy and add the egg yolk.  Beat well.
•  Add the vanilla essence and the brandy if using. Beat 

until combined.
• Add the nuts, baking powder and flour
•  Working quicky, use hands to press together to make a 

stiff dough.  Do not knead.
• Shape 2 tbsp mixture at a time into a crescent shape.  
•  Place crescents about 4 cm apart onto an ungreased 

tray lined with baking paper.
• Bake for 25 mins. until lightly golden.
•  Remove to a cooling rack and dust crescents liberally 

with icing sugar when cool.

Greek Shortbread 
biscuits

To advertise please call
01843 523030

or email
info@communityad.co.uk
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A pre-recorded singing performance for parents to enjoy 
at home took the place of our usual Christmas show and, 
while we still managed a socially distanced trip to St 
Mary’s church, it was very much a Christmas that reflected 
the times. We also took part in the successful Christmas 
tree festival at St Mary’s church and our tree entitled 
‘Our Faithful Friends,’ was decked with images of the toys 
that give our children comfort and joy. The children were 
thrilled to hear the tree won the prize for second place!  

The January lockdown has been slightly different to the 
last and we have been able to remain fully open and 
operating as normal. Of course ‘normal’ now involves face 
masks, temperature checking children and staff on arrival, 
constant cleaning and hand washing and changing the 
type of toys and resources the children have access to. 
It continues to be a challenge but our priority remains 
keeping nursery life as settled and consistent as possible 
for the children in our care. 

With that in mind, we have been focusing our work 
around the nurturing the ‘whole child’ through the 
provocations, activities and resources we have planned. 
For example, the children have been learning about 
the importance of brushing their teeth and have been 
taking it in turns to be recycling monitors. We have also 
been running group activities aimed at helping the 
children with their wellbeing. Mindfulness and yoga 
sessions encourage the children to talk about and share 
worries and feelings - important when there is so much 
uncertainty and upheaval in the world. While we prompt 
mental wellbeing all year round, we have also recently 
had children’s mental health week with the theme this 
year being ‘express yourself’. Allowing the children to 
express themselves in any way possible is something 
we love to support. Whether that be sitting with them 
while they let out their tears and frustration, encouraging 
their opinions, facilitating their creative flare, allowing 
ownership and promoting suggestions to name just a 
few. We asked the children what makes them happy and 
if they would like to draw it and we had some wonderful 
answers and explanations. Dancing, being outside, 
singing and family members were top of the list.

We did have some good news shine through in these 
challenging times when we received confirmation that 
we were awarded a #JustQuality PLATINUM award for our 
Early Years Provision. We are absolutely thrilled to have 
been awarded the highest accolade by Vanessa Dooley 
and her Jigsaw assessors! Our team began this journey 
in September 2019 - not foreseeing the challenges 
ahead in 2020 and it has involved a rigorous process of 
evaluation and reflection of our practices. Taking part 
in the accreditation itself was incredibly useful and 
demonstrated just how far we have come as a setting and 
just how hard all our staff work to provide excellent care 

and a safe and stimulating 
learning environment for 
all our children- achieving 
platinum still hasn’t quite 
sunk in but we are certainly 
incredibly proud. 

We hope everyone in the local community is keeping safe 
during this lockdown especially those who are retired. We 
would welcome letters from anyone, especially those who 
have lived in the community for a long time, about village 
life and how Old Basing has changed over time. The 
children would love to hear about this and would send 
back pictures of what they have been up to in nursery. 
Letters can be sent to us via the Old Basing Village Hall or 
emailed to oldbasingvillagenurseryschool@gmail.com.   

Victoria Grayson
Owner and Manager
Old Basing Village Nursery School

As I am sure everyone can imagine, our festive celebrations and traditions looked 
slightly different this year. 

Old Basing Village Nursery
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Internal and external 
works undertaken

Tel: 01256 467 901
Mob: 07748 808069

W.T. HILL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION  
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON  

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472 

THINKING ABOUT 
SECURITY?  

 

WHY NOT CALL 

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family 
owned & run security systems installation   
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and 
maintain alarms for both residential & commer-
cial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit 
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security 
products to the highest industry standards. We 
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete 
peace of mind.  
 

Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully          
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub           
contractors, plus you own your system so...   
                               NO monthly fees! 
 Find us at www.careguard.co.uk 

01256 325015
07701 088979

THE BARBERSHOP
HACKWOOD ROAD LTD

Traditional Barbershop 
established for over 50 years

3 Chair Salon
Air Conditioned

Free Customer Parking Adjacent to the Shop

Opening Times: 
Monday – Tuesday: 8:30am til 

5pm
Wednesday: Closed

Thursday-Friday: 8:30am til 5pm
Saturday: 7am til 12 Midday

Tel: 07463367536
Email: simon@the-barbershop.co.uk
Website: www.the-barbershop.co.uk
Barbershop, Basingstoke, RG21 3AE

(Located next to the War Memorial Park entrance)

www.the-barbershop.co.uk

book an appointment at
thebarbershop.nearcut.com 
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2020 was challenging and there was great hope that 2021 
would be better. However January brought immense 
challenge for everyone with Lockdown 3. 

What I have learnt through this lockdown and the 
previous ones is the commitment within the community 
to work together, to support each other and to guide our 
children, whether at home or at school, safely through the 
challenges. The parent body of Old Basing Infant School 
have been immensely supportive of the school and the 
work we are doing to keep everyone going. With 40% of 
the school population actually still in school it has been 
a tremendous challenge to provide face to face learning 
in school and to support learning at home. I cannot fault 
the commitment of the staff team we have here. They are 
in school every day, school is not closed, and we work 
on to provide learning in different ways to ensure all our 
children are able to access their learning and to continue 
to progress. We have learnt a great deal about digital 
opportunities for supporting learning in a very short 
time. Unlike a huge secondary school we do not have IT 
specialists or technicians on site helping us to use the 
technology. What we can do, we do by learning ourselves 
and whilst this sometimes goes wrong we are definitely 
more capable than a year ago, when Zoom and TEAMS 
were virtually unknown resources. Since the beginning of 
January we have been using these for 1:1 work, sharing 
learning, assemblies and story times. Hosting an assembly 
for 90 infant-aged children via Zoom is a little like trying 
to herd cats, but what a joy it is to see their smiling faces 
and to hear them calling to each other and chatting away. 
However, at times, it’s a good job Zoom comes with a 
‘mute all’ button!

Throughout this time and just as when all the children are 
in school, we have strived to provide a creative, engaging 
and challenging curriculum, beyond the ‘Three Rs’, that 
is broad and gives children the opportunity to explore 
learning across a wide range of subjects. Our children 
have shown us that they are resilient, resourceful, creative, 
aspirational and inquisitive whether learning at home 
or at school. In many ways the most important aspect 
of our curriculum over the past 10 months has been the 
provision we have made to support children’s well-being 
and mental health. For our very young children this time 
has been a huge chunk of their life so far, for some it is 
more than a 5th of their life, and it can be hard for them 
to understand exactly why things are as they are and why 
they have the feelings they do. As educators of young 
children we know looking after their well-being and 
mental health comes before anything else and through 
our HeartSmart and our PSHE curriculum we have worked 
to ensure our children are resilient and able to bounce 
back from the challenges they face.

One of our favourite words in school is ‘bouncebackability’ 
and we have incredible children who have shown this 
time and time again through this last year. It has been 
a challenging year, but, in many ways, it has brought 
our community closer together in order to support the 
children at its centre. It is a joy and a privilege to be part of 
Old Basing Infant School.

We currently have 
a vacancy on our 
governing body for a 
co-opted governor. The 
governors support the 
strategic leadership 
of the school, having 
oversight of the whole 
school as a critical friend. 
The role is one of support 
and challenge. We are 
looking to recruit a governor with HR skills to join the 
board for a term of at least 4 years.  If you are interested 
in exploring the idea of becoming a governor at Old 
Basing Infant School please contact the chair of governors 
Johnathan Richards via email to johnathan.richards@
oldbasing.hants.sch.uk 

Mrs Tracey McCarley 
Headteacher

If anyone had suggested to me a year ago that we would supporting most of our 
children to work at home for 8 weeks and we would be doing this for the second 
time within a year I would never have believed them. 

Old Basing Infant School
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FREE 14 point lawn analysis

It’s the way to a perfect lawn
TruGreen offers a wide range of lawn care services to 

help make your lawn the central feature of your garden. 
We’ll begin by giving you an in-depth 14 point lawn 

analysis, completely free and without obligation.

TruGreen Newbury and Basingstoke

01635 285 379 / 07795 311788
www.trugreen.co.uk/newbury-basingstoke

newburybasingstoke@trugreen.org.uk

• Pest & Disease Control
• Moss & Weed Control
• Fertilisation

• Re-seeding & Turfing
• Aeration
• Scarification

aspects
L E T T I N G
S E R V I C E S

all

Local independent agent in Old Basing

Telephone: 01256 470411

Have you heard?
 We won again

M

LAMINATE FLOORING – LUXURY VINYL TILE
QUALITY CARPETS - VINYL

With over 30 years’ experience in Fitting Carpets, 
Vinyls & many other floor coverings.

We are sure we can advise you on picking the best 
products for your home with our full estimating 

and fitting service.

Tel: 01256 882249 • Email: loddonmillcarpets@mail.com
Website: www.loddonmillcarpets.com 

Sher�eld Garden Centre, Wildmoor Lane, Sher�eld on Loddon, RG27 0HL

Bramley Builders

Insurance work undertaken

Email: bramleybuilders@hotmail.co.uk 
Mobile: 07733 448980

www.bramleybuilders.com

can do this for you:

• Extensions / Conversions
• New Roofs / Roof Repairs
• All Brickwork & Groundwork
• Period Property Restoration
• Repointing / Rendering

• Driveways
• Plastering
• Block Paving
• Concreting
• Maintenance
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20424 1270 MKT POS / 09.2020

Endoscopy Services
Our Jag accredited Endoscopy Suite is recognised for 

delivering high quality, safe and effective care to patients.

Patients are treated by a network of specialist 
consultants including gastroenterologists, colorectal 
surgeons, general surgeons, urologists and a nursing 

team. We provide exceptional levels of patient care and 
support to their families.

BMI The Hampshire Clinic  
endoscopy unit is accredited by

Hopefully these pretty and delicate yet hardy and resilient 
plants are a sign of more settled and brighter times ahead 
for us all. 

At the time of writing we find ourselves in the midst of 
another national lockdown resulting in school closures.  
As during previous school closures St Mary’s continues to 
be open for some pupils and our wonderful teachers and 
LSA’s are working incredibly hard to provide both face to 
face and remote learning for our children.

Once again our pupils are showing their true spirit during 
these unusual times.  Those working remotely have 
embraced the challenge and worked really hard with 
the help of their parents to ensure that they continue 
on their learning journey and those at school continue 
to work equally as hard. Weekly online circle time for 
those working at home has helped maintain some social 
contact with their peers as well as giving the children and 
opportunity to share their experiences of remote leaning. 

At St Mary’s we pride ourselves 
in offering a broad and balanced 
curriculum and lockdown has not 
stopped this. Children accessing 
remote learning continue to have 
weekly music and French lessons as 
well as lessons in other ‘foundation’ 
subjects such as Art and computing.  
 

Year 3 pupils are enjoying work on their topic based 
around classic texts and Year 4 are enjoying their topic 
– ‘The Who, When, Where, What and How of Old Basing’.  
This Geography led topic developed their understanding 
of the human and physical geographical features of the 
local area and provides an opportunity to compare it to 
other localities in mainland Europe.  Hopefully it will not 
be too long before we can travel to such places more 
easily and safely.   In Year 5 children are learning about life 
in Ancient Greece and they have enjoyed participating 
in their own Olympic sport inspired PE lessons both in 
school and at home. 

Our oldest children in 
Year 6 are learning more 
about natural disasters 
and extreme weathers 
in the topic ‘Weird and 
Wondrous Weather’.  They 
have written some amazing 
explanation texts about 
natural disasters and 
looked at how the effect 
of such disasters can vary 
depending on where in the 
world they occur.

Despite school closures our children continue to learn 
and impress us with their progress and with the high 
expectations they set themselves.
 

We have recently enjoyed reading the latest edition of St 
Mary’s News. This half termly publication is put together 
by staff and pupils and is used as a way to showcase 
writing from across the school. This half term it was lovely 
to see a mix of work by pupils working at home and in 
school. It is a great way for pupils to see the writing of 
their peers and it gives the younger children something 
to aspire to. I think we have some budding authors and 
journalists lurking in our school!
 
We sincerely hope that shortly after the 
half term holiday we will be open for all 
pupils once again and school life can 
resume some normality, in the mean 
time we thank all of our pupils and 
their families for their ongoing support 
of the school. It is the wider school 
community that makes St Mary’s such a 
great place to work and learn. 

Gemma Lillywhite
Deputy Headteacher
St Mary’s CE Junior School

Signs of spring are slowly appearing around the school grounds with snow drops 
flowering despite the recent cold snap. 

News from St Mary’s CE Junior School
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Village Café 

Who would have thought that our community cafe would 
be affected by a virus that started in China!

2020 was a tough year for everyone and 2021 has started 
in much the same way, sadly. Personally, I am finding this 
lockdown much tougher, most likely because it has been 
through the winter when the days have been cold and 
grey, I am thankful for dog walks. Getting out in the fresh 
air is the best feeling for those of us who are able and 
after a nice long walk, even in the cold, life looks better. 
For those in our community who are unable to take a daily 
walk, I understand the isolation can feel terrible but don’t 
be afraid to reach out to your neighbours, friends and 
family, even a socially distanced chat on the doorstep can 
make the day feel brighter. Like many I’m sure, I have also 
spent a fair few hours on Zoom and although we can’t be 
face to face, these chats are a real boost to be able to see 
and talk with family and close friends.

The real thing 2021 has above 2020 is the vaccine, and this 
really is a lifesaver. Our wonderful NHS staff and GP’s are 
working flat out, 7 days a week to administer the vaccine, 
locally at the Hampshire Court Hotel and Basingstoke Fire 
Station, this is an immense task for all involved. Some of 
our community will have received at least their first dose 
of the vaccine and at least a couple of our café volunteers 
are amongst those working to vaccinate everyone and 
despite long hours, are really enjoying a massive sense of 
achievement and much thanks from all who are receiving 
it. The light at the end of the tunnel is growing brighter, 
all we need to do is hold on and follow Government 
guidelines to make sure we, and everyone around us, 
stays safe and well.

With Spring fast approaching and daffodils blooming, 
this is the time of year the café volunteers would be 
planning for Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day and Easter. 
Unfortunately, the time is not yet right for us to be able 
to do so and we have no idea when we will be able to 
either offer click and collect cake or reopen our doors. 
Rest assured that when it is safe to do so, we are looking 
forward to seeing you all again and as you know, we do 
quite like a party so a reopening event will be planned. 
Of course, in the meantime, while most of us are at home, 
why not try your hand at baking or cooking something 
new. Personally, I have mastered the art of the perfect 
risotto, cooked lots of different curries, made Naan bread, 
Parmesan biscuits, grissini and lemon meringue pie to 
name but a few. I have been sending samples and food 
parcels to my daughter and her friends at University, not 
eating all of the fore mentioned I promise.
 
All of us at the Village Café are so looking forward to 
the day we can reopen but in the meantime, enjoy the 
brighter days coming in Spring, the blooming of flowers, 
seeing the trees blossom and grow their new leaves, birds 
singing, simple pleasures to sustain us all for a little bit 
longer. I think this experience has left us all a little more 
thoughtful and appreciative of things we took for granted 
in the past, small things that we didn’t really think much 
of before have taken on new meaning. 

Stay safe until we can all meet again in person.

Deborah Thorne

As I sit here writing this, i cannot believe that it’s been almost a year since the 
Village Café had to close its doors due to a global pandemic, Covid 19!
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Well, here we are again in lockdown with no archery 
possible. If it had been a “normal” year we would have 
just had our Battle of Basing indoor shoot at the Court 
Hotel.  I thought I’d take this opportunity to wow you 
with some amazing archery based facts.
The word archery is derived from the Latin word Arcus 
meaning something arched or curved.  Alternatively you 
could use the term toxopholy, which formed from two 
Greek words that together mean ‘lover of the bow’ There 
are also phrases that are commonly in use today that 
have their roots in archery terminology: Wide of the mark, 
Parting Shot and Rule of Thumb – also known as fistmele, 
which indicates the correct bracing height for a longbow 
– where you make a thumbs up gesture placing the fist 
against the bow and the thumb under the string.

The earliest known example of a longbow was found in 
1991 with the mummy Otzi in the Alps. The bow was 6’2” 
and made of yew and around 5,300 years old. The oldest 
one piece bow is around 8,000 made of elm and found 
in Holmegaard, Denmark. But, the oldest evidence so far 
for the use of a bow and arrows is from the Sibdu cave in 
South Africa and dates to around 64,000 years ago
Now, here’s one to consider, it was required by law that 
every male carry out at least 2 hours of longbow practice 
each week, and shockingly if you lived in York, it was 
permissible to shoot Scotsmen with a bow ( just not on 
a Sunday)!! Whilst these laws are still in the statute books 
they are ‘Moribund’ and superseded by later legislation, so 
please don’t try this, I have Scottish friends.  At the Battle 
of Agincourt Longbowmen could release up to 15 arrows 
a minute to create an arrow storm. It was the sheer weight 
of arrows rather than pinpoint accuracy that was so 
devastating to the French, more like artillery than snipers 
if you will. It is thought that the baggage train contained 
500,000 arrows for the 5,000 archers, meaning that the 
arrow storm lasted little more than 8 minutes. Longbows 
averaged 6’2”, with some recovered from the Mary Rose 
being 6’11” and a draw weight of 80-120lb, although 
some battle bows indicate a draw of 185lb. 

Arrows could penetrate mail and 
plate armour, there is a record from 
the 14th century of a soldier being 
shot with an arrow which passed 
through his chain mail, leather 
armour, leg, saddle and then penetrating the horse he 
rode upon. Neither came out well from that!

The skeletons of English archers were certainly not 
deformed as believed in urban myths, but they were 
affected and adapted to years of repetitive physical 
activity and increased muscle growth consistent with the 
strains of holding a bow; something that still happens, to 
some extent, today with top athletes.

Today bow types fall in to 4 main categories, Recurve, 
compound, Longbow and traditional, although there are 
many, many different types within each group. You can 
have Mongolian recurve bows, wooden recurves, flat 
bows horse bows; Yumi is the Japanese term for a bow 
but more specifically to traditional Japanese asymmetrical 
bows, the longer bow is the Daikyu and the shorter 
Hankyu.

If this has perked your interest in archery google for more 
stuff or, when the restrictions have eased, pop down to 
the archery club and sign up for a few lessons.
I shall leave you with a few quotes:
“Fates’ arrow, when expected, travels slow” ~Dante 
Alighieri

“The system wants you to be either a bow or an arrow; 
refuse both, because there is a third choice: to be an 
archer! ~Mehmet Murat.

Yes I’m addicted to archery. No I don’t need help, I just 
need more arrows!

Penny Jubin
Old Basing Archers

Old Basing Archers
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e r e s p r i n g c 
a e a s t e r l c h 
b h g a t e b y b o 
u o e g g s a h o c 
n l g a o l s c n o 
n i c h i c k n n l 
y d s h c t e i e a 
s a b o c e t k t t 
e y h u n t h n a e 

Easter Bunny 
Eggs Chick 
Hunt Basket 

Chocolate Spring 
Bonnet Holiday 

Easter Word Search 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 
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Easter Word Scramble 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 

H O C C E A L T O                    

N F U                                 
    

L A O D I F D F                         

G E G                                
    

T N H U                            
     

O N T E N B                     
       

A S T E R E                       
       

Y N U B N                         
      

I C C H K                          
      

T S A K E B                       
       

 

Solutions on p35



 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter34

I’m not Chris Packham or Monty Don, just an average 
gardener but here are a few hints and tips for improving 
your patch for wildlife.
It’s late January, the bird song is increasing and robins at 
the allotment are pairing up.  By the time the Newsletter 
comes out they could have young.  The best time for putting 
up nest boxes is the Autumn but you might be lucky if you 
put up a tit box now as they don’t usually start nesting till 
April.  There are many designs available on line or from local 
garden centres, or if you have some spare wood and spare 
time you can make your own.  You should avoid putting it 
up somewhere which gets a lot of sun as it will be too hot 
for the chicks.  Sparrows do not usually nest till April so if you 
have room you can put up a ‘Sparrow terrace’ which is just 
3 nest boxes in the same structure because they like living 
communally.  I’ve seen one house locally which had three on 
a wall, which is outstanding. I have one terrace but only a pair 
of blue tits have ever used it, as sadly I don’t see sparrows in 
my garden any more.  They have declined but there are still 
sparrows about.  On my walks I’ve seen them ‘commuting’ 
from the hedges of the houses in Barton’s Lane to Mill Field 
and if you are anywhere near Daneshill Park Woods you 
should be able to attract them. 
A less common bird we have locally is the swift.  They will not 
even arrive until May so you could get ambitious and install 
a box for them; see the RSPB website if you are interested. It 
has to be installed very high.  Better still is a ‘swift brick’ but 
you have to be building a house or a 2-storey extension to 
use those.  These amazing birds do everything on the wing 
and probably never land on the ground.  We are incredibly 
fortunate to have so much bird life.  Hardly a day goes by 
without seeing a red kite soaring overhead.  Last spring, I 
heard and even saw a cuckoo for the first time in years. The 
knowledgeable Mill Field volunteers do an early morning 
bird walk in spring; they could not do one last year and may 
not be able to this year but do look out for them.  I went on 
a walk one May and learned a lot.  I particularly remember 
learning what a whitethroat looks and sounds like.
One way you will definitely attract birds onto your patch is 
to feed them.  I know many local people do.  I am looking 
forward to this year’s RSPB Great Garden Birdwatch and 
hoping my rarer visitors, the nuthatch and the spotted 
woodpeckers show up to be counted.  If you have not put 
feeders out before it’s never too late to start.  Take care 
when you are choosing feeders to examine them carefully 
to make sure they are easy to take apart to clean.  I have a 
spray container of cleanser where I keep the seed and spray 
around the perches and feeding holes once or twice a week.  
It used to be recommended that you take feeders in when 
the weather improved but this was wrong. Early spring 
can actually be quite a hungry period as the insects can be 
scarce and the adult birds need a lot of energy to keep up 
with feeding their chicks so the supplementary food from 
feeders help keep them going.  Last year, hoping to help out 
the robins, I fed live mealworms for the first time.  It sounds 

a bit gruesome but it’s not too bad and it was entertaining.  
I kept moving the feeder to different places in the garden 
to confuse the starlings but they usually found it in about 5 
minutes and a feeding frenzy resulted and the worms 
were all gone in about another 5 minutes.  Dried 
mealworms are good too but do soak them before 
feeding when the birds are likely to have chicks.
March is a very busy time in the garden.  
Are you looking to improve your patch?  
Consider planting a tree; even small 
gardens can accommodate a tree if you 
choose carefully.  I have a native Mountain 
Ash (Sorbus) which provides flowers in spring 
and berries in late summer, but I am envious of 
a neighbour who as one that is called (I think) 
‘pink pagoda’ which has loads of pretty pink 
berries which seem to last longer and I think the 
blackbirds prefer them.  Crab apples are also good 
and don’t get too big. I got one on the assumption 
that the birds would eat the apples - but they 
don’t! Still, the blossom is pretty and good for 
the pollinators and I can make lots of jelly. 
Amelanchia trees are recommended for small 
gardens and they also have spring flowers and 
berries in the Autumn that birds like.  Anything 
that has berries is good; shrubs or trees.  If 
you are thinking of planting a hedge consider 
blackthorn and hawthorn.  Both have good 
flowers; last spring the field hedgerows were 
filled with the snowy blackthorn blossom, then 
in the autumn blackthorn gives you sloes and if 
you can resist making the gin, the birds will eat 
them in winter. Watching Winterwatch I learned 
that the birds know when they are ripe as they 
glow in the ultra violet spectrum which birds 
can see.  Holly is good too and there are some 
interesting variegated varieties but remember 
you need a male and a female to get the berries.
To provide food for pollinators most gardeners 
know that you need to grow flowers that are open 
(daisy like).  They don’t have to be natives and many 
easy to grow annuals are suitable - look for a bee on the seed 
packet. Lavender is excellent and will attract many bees and 
if you are prepared to let marjoram self seed and pop up in 
multiple places as I do, the bees love that.  Some plants that 
provide nectar in the late summer which you could look out 
and plant are Verbena Bonariensis, which also self-seeds 
easily, the Sedums and common Ivy. Whatever happens in 
the outside world, nature will carry on and we can enjoy it 
and put something back by giving it a bit of help. 
Cllr Gillian Moore

If you would be interested in making a birdbox, visit 
www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-families/
family-wild-challenge/activities/build-a-birdbox/

It’s been said many times that these extraordinary times have made people 
appreciate their local nature more.  

Birds and Bees
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Plumbing & Heating

All Aspects of Gas, Plumbing  
& Heating Works Undertaken  

Kitchen & Bathroom Installations  

Free Quotations 

Showroom & Office  
32 Oakley Lane 

Oakley  
RG23 7JY 

01256 782410 / 07968 808454 

info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk 

www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

9 6 5 1 9

Children’s Corner Answers 
Word Scramble Answers:
Chocolate 
Fun 
Daffodil
Egg
Hunt 
Bonnet
Easter
Bunny
Chick
Basket

  

Easter Word Scramble 

www.kidspuzzlesandgames.co.uk 

H O C C E A L T O          C H O C O L A T E 

N F U                                 F U N 

L A O D I F D F                D A F F O D I L 

G E G                                E G G 

T N H U                            H U N T 

O N T E N B                     B O N N E T 

A S T E R E                       E A S T E R 

Y N U B N                         B U N N Y 

I C C H K                          C H I C K 

T S A K E B                       B A S K E T 

 

jonathan@jcooklandscapes.co.uk 

Call Now For All Your Electrical Needs
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We are a movement of people who believe being clean is 
not a privilege or a luxury. Our network of hygiene banks 
exist to support people in crisis and those struggling on 
low income, while at the same time working to inspire 
social change. Each Hygiene Bank encourages their 
local community to donate new and un-used hygiene 
products, personal care essentials, make-up, laundry and 
baby products via drop off points in the local area. The 
donations are sorted and then shared back to those in 
need within the local area via our beneficiary partners 
who are charity, government and volunteer organisations.

The Basingstoke project is currently supporting Spotlight 
UK, Basingstoke Foodbank, Inspero and Basingstoke 
YMCA. In turn, we have several wonderful companies 
supporting us with hygiene product donations and 
collection boxes: Unum UK, Morrison’s Supermarket, 
Boots UK and Nationwide. 

There are several ways you can get involved and support 
our work and your local community:

•  Drop of any hygiene donations 
in one of our collection boxes 
in Boots (The Malls) and 
Nationwide (Festival Place)

•  Our social media pages are 
Instagram: 
@thehygienebankbasingstoke 
and Facebook: 
@thbbasingstoke both of 
which have links to our Amazon 
and EASHO wish lists

•  Contact email for any charities 
who would like to request 
assistance, or organisations who would like to host a 
collection box: thbbasingstoke@gmail.com 

• F inally, we will shortly be launching our Mother’s Day 
Crowdfunder which is raising money to create 200 
gift bags filled with hygiene essentials and some extra 
luxuries for Mum’s. Details can be found on our social 
media pages

The Hygiene Bank is a grassroots charity which started in 2018 
and is operated by volunteers. 

The Hygiene Bank Basingstoke 
Give Local, Help Local

Our Shed is based on the popular Men’s Shed concept which provides a 
communal space where you can feel at home, socialise and pursue a variety 
of practical interests. 
It’s an opportunity to meet up and share the tools, skills 
and resources to work on various projects. Members 
make their own items and take on community projects 
supporting the local neighbourhood. Activities can be 
quite varied with members working at their own pace in 
a safe, friendly and inclusive environment.

We welcome new members and are looking to encourage 
older men (usually) to come together to work and 
generally enjoy a fulfilling time. The social interaction and 
banter help combat the isolation and loneliness we often 
associate with retired men. Our Shed contains a wood 
and metalwork lathe, a pillar drill, band saw and bench 
saw along with a planer, sanders and lots of hand tools 
both powered and manual.
We also have a kettle and enjoy tea (or coffee) breaks 
with a biscuit and a good chat, of course. While there are 
no age limits, many existing members are retired and 
include electricians, plumbers, heating engineers, joiners, 
IT people, managers, electrical engineers, teachers; all 
are welcome! We often repair and even restore items 
where multiple skills might be required. Projects come 
in all sizes and range from bird boxes to buses (we are 
converting a double decker into a mobile Men’s Shed – 
our Shed-in-a-Bus project).

Basingstoke Shed is a 
member of the UK Men’s Shed 
Association (UKMSA) and 
there are now over 600 Sheds 
throughout the UK. As a not-
for-profit organisation and 
registered charity we would 
love to show you around our 
Shed so you can see what 
we do. However, that is not 
possible during lockdown and 
so we suggest the following:
Visit our website: 
www.basingstokeshed.org.uk or our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/basingstokeshed/
posts/849849498711081
You will find various contact details and lots more 
information including where we meet, when we meet 
and even about Shed-in-a-Bus! We hope that in time 
you will join us and have fun making things, as well as 
enjoying the friendship, humour and support of your 
fellow Shed members. We very much look forward to 
hearing from you. Or you can contact us by phoning 
07434 678104 or email: 
contact@basingstokeshed.org.uk

Basingstoke Shed
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Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

If you are interested in becoming a client or 
you would like to learn more about our 
services, then we would be delighted to 
hear from you.

Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk 
www.s4financial.co.uk

Retirement Planning Protection

Tax Planning Estate Planning

Mortgages Wills

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent 
financial advisers specialising in providing 
advice on Wealth Management, invest-
ments, retirement planning, managing risk, 
tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash 
Flow modelling.

Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS

Ten Reasons to Play at Old Basing Tennis Club

At the time of writing, the tennis club is closed due to 
lockdown rules, but once restrictions are lifted, we look 
forward to playing the sport we all love once again. 
Nigel Hatt is our new Chair for 2021 as Robyn Lewin the 
previous Chair is moving away from the area. There is 
much activity by the committee in the background, as 
final preparations are taking place to get our four courts 
resurfaced. These will be worked on during February and 
early March and ready for a glorious summer of tennis, 
we hope.
In these unusual lockdown times, we are being 
encouraged to get outside and enjoy the great outdoors. 
Below are ten good reasons to do just that by playing 
tennis with us at Old Basing Tennis Club.
Benefits of Playing Tennis at Old Basing
• 100% social distancing possible
• Exercising outside in the fresh air
• Playing with friends and relatives
• Brand new court surfaces
• An APP to book a court and time to suit you
• Four courts to choose from
• Tennis coaching with BJTCoaching@gmail.com
• Social and leisure tennis
• League tennis and other competitions
• Club house facilities and ample car parking

We look forward to warmer and better times ahead this 
spring and summer and to welcoming new and old 
members alike to play on some lovely smooth, brightly 
painted, brand new tennis courts.
It just remains for me to wish all readers a happy 2021 
and we hope to see you on court soon.
For more information see our website, Facebook page or 
email us at obtc.information@gmail.com
The tennis club is located at the end of Riley Lane, Old 
Basing RG24 7DH next to the allotments and football/
cricket pitches.

TENNIS AT OLD BASING  
A Great Socially Distanced Sport
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Meeting & Party venues in Old Basing & Lychpit 
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all types of parties and 
meetings and other group events. For information on any of the venues contact the Parish Office via 
the contact form on the website, by email to clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847. All venues are 
observing the Government guidelines in effect at any specific time and may therefore be closed or restrict bookings to 
those that can comply with COVID-19 health & safety measures. We are all keen to re-open and resume normal activities 
as soon as restrictions are lifted and events can be held safely.

Old Basing Village Hall
& Frank Goddard Room
This modern, well maintained
venue is perfect for weddings
and birthday parties
from 1 to 100 consisting of
three halls that can adapt to
most group needs.The hall is 
fully licensed with broadband 
facility, a stage and a large 
well-equipped kitchen.
The hall hosts many groups 
throughout the week such as 
ballet classes, nursery school, 
table tennis, archery, line 
dancing and pilates.
The weekend is kept free for
one-off bookings such as 
weddings, parties, christenings etc. and we also hold jumble sales, 
scouting and guides events, quiz nights, religious services, blood 
donation sessions, flower shows, pantomimes, charity functions - 
in fact celebrations of all kinds.

In addition to the main hall,
the FRANK GODDARD ROOM
is a modern meeting room
accessed by a flight of stairs
and located at the rear of
the hall. It has a separate 
entrance and access to a small
kitchenette.

The Main Hall can be adapted
for 50 to 200 people and the 
Frank Goddard Room is suitable 
for up to 30 people.

Our committee of volunteers
has maintained a wonderful
facility for all to enjoy with
disabled access and toilet.
Special rates are offered to 
parishioners.

*  If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Sandie Rice on 07544 289932. 
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable for 
groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note: limited 
parking 
* Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Parish Meeting Room

For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx 50.
*  Cat via email Beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

The Beddington Centre

Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people
*  John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Cricket Club

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor, 
available for all types of gatherings, such as weddings, funeral wakes, 
children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity 120. Also 
available are two board/meeting rooms, each with tea and coffee 
making facilities and wi-fi.
*  socialclubentertainments@gmail.com 
01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Old Basing Royal British Legion

The beautiful ruins of Basing House are managed by Hampshire 
Cultural Trust andwe are pleased to offer a range of venue hire options 
for your special event.

Great Barn
A fabulous location for your event, 
marriage or civil partnership ceremony 
and is available any day including 
weekends. The spectacular Tudor Great 
Barn, proudly showing its Civil War 
battle scars, is over 37m (120ft) long, 
13m (43ft) high and 10.6m (35ft) wide 
and will accommodate 600 people 
standing, around 300 for meetings or 
conferences, and 250 for seated parties 
and wedding celebrations.

Walled Garden
The Walled Garden is a beautiful and unusual place to hold events 
and parties. Surrounded by the original Tudor walls the reconstructed 
Jacobean style knot garden offers ample space for large marquees 
and performances and is available any day including weekends for 
hire. Small intimate wedding ceremonies can take place in the Garden 
Museum for up to 30 guests.

Courtyard
The farm yard at Basing 
House is an excellent space 
for outdoor events. Cover is 
available under the Shelter 
Sheds, the Great Barn 
makes a fabulous backdrop 
and the spaces are 
available any day including 
weekends for your special 
event. Outdoor wedding 
ceremonies can take place 
under the cart shed in the 
meadow for up to 120 
guests.

Learning/Community Room
A bright space equipped with an interactive white board, underfloor 
heating, coffee and tea making facilities and small kitchenette. Ideal 
for business meetings, talks and presentations, craft activities or 
workshops and is available any day including weekends. The space is 
12.2m x 4.9m with a max capacity of 35 when seated.
We have no restrictions on suppliers at Basing House, you are welcome 
to hire your own caterers and industry specialists or even go DIY to 
create your perfect day the choice really is yours. Whatever your event 
our friendly and passionate events team will support you from first 
enquiry to final take down. We cannot wait to hear from you.

* For more information please visit our website 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing house or call Hannah Miles on 
01256 639564 or by email hannah.miles@hampshireculturaltrust.
org.uk. Alternatively please contact us at Basing House on 01256 
463965 during opening times

Basing House
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This lovely Grade II Listed barn with its impressive oak beams and vaulted 
ceiling is a popular venue for children’s parties whilst providing a unique 
setting for intimate wedding receptions and family events.  The polished oak 
floor, replaced in 2019, with its under-floor heating also makes this a ideal 
venue for yoga and pilates groups where much of the exercise is floor-based.

The hall will seat up to 80 in a formal setting or accommodate 100 
guests for an informal occasion.

There is a small fully-equipped kitchen off the entrance foyer and a 
separate accessible toilet with baby changing facilities.
The hall is fully licensed for entertainment and the sale of alcohol.
A small meeting room, ideal for one-to-one meetings can be hired 
separately or hired in conjunction with the main hall for use as a coat or 
storage area for larger gatherings.

Three new regular groups, Khushee Yoga, Basingstoke HEMA and Kites 
of Wessex joined our other regular hirers shortly before the December 
lockdown and we are hoping to see them return once restrictions 
are lifted.  We have also received enquiries from a Flexercise class 
that is hoping to start sessions on a Tuesday and Stepping Stones, a 
rehabilitation group specialising in exercise for post-cancer care, on 
a Wednesday.  A schedule of the expected activities once the hall re-
opens is shown below and a calendar of events is on the Parish Council’s 
website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk.

  Monday      
  Yogababes
  Infinite Harmony Yoga
  Basingstoke HEMA

  Tuesday
  Basing Beans
  Flexercise
  Lychpit Rainbows
  Lychpit Brownies
  Khushee Yoga

  Wednesday
  Lisa Jane School of Dance
  Stepping Stones  

Our newly refurbished Pavilion Tea Room overlooks the recreation 
ground in Old Basing and is ideal for smaller groups and parties for 
approximately 20 people or for sports groups providing refreshments 
to spectators.  The Tea Room now boasts a brand new self-contained 
kitchen with serving hatch, fridge, microwave and dishwasher. For 
sports groups, there are two separate changing rooms at the rear 
providing changing and shower facilities plus an individual referee’s 
changing room and shower, all are accessible from the tea room. The Tea 
Room is easily accessible for wheelchair users with a permanent ramp and 
designated wider door.

Pavilion Tea Room

Hall following refurbishmentLychpit Community Hall

Thursday
Drama Tots
Lisa Jane School of Dance

Friday
Pilates
Yoga Blissipline (twice monthly)
The Loft Music Night (last Friday 
monthly)

Saturday
British Wheel of Yoga

Sunday
Infinite Harmony Yoga
Kites of Wessex

  Regular Groups

To enquire about hiring Lychpit Hall contact the Parish Office either 
via the contact form on our website www.oldbasing.gov.uk by 
email to lychpithall@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone01256 462847 
(mornings only or leave a voicemail).




