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This is the story of how the Parish Council addressed 
the CORONAVIRUS (COVID 19) emergency, which 
has affected us all during recent months. On 3rd 
March 2020 we decided to set up a Working Group 
of Councillors and Staff to address what seemed to 
be a train coming towards us.  

Here are some details of our meetings.

11th March 
The first meeting of the Working Group.  Discussion included 
sanitising measures across our premises, staff working from 
home, essential grounds maintenance work, cancelling 
Lychpit Hall bookings and closing the Hall, putting up 
‘Facilities Closed’ signs at the Recreation Ground, and 
keeping the allotments and cemetery open.  The Archery, 
Football and Tennis Clubs were still operating as usual.
It was decided to communicate actions via the Basinga, 
Parish Website and Facebook page.  Only essential Council 
business would be handled, with Committee meetings taking 
place by email.  

18th March 
Second Working Group meeting.  The Bowls and Cricket 
Clubs’ seasons hadn’t started.  There was discussion 

From the Chairman
concerning postponing the Parish Council AGM.  Fortnightly 
Planning & Development Committee meetings would be 
held by e mail.  Tea and Committee Rooms to be closed 
from 20th March.  Litter Wardens could continue to work, 
if prepared to do so.  Public toilets to remain open at the 
Recreation Ground; retain our cleaning contractors to do 
basic cleaning whilst restrictions are in place.  Essential 
grounds maintenance work would continue.  The Finance 
Officer began work on costs plus looking at reduced income 
from Lychpit Hall bookings. 

23rd March 
The Parish Clerk sent Councillors a list of volunteers 
(compiled by Kate Tuck) who would help with shopping, 
running errands etc.  Government announced Lockdown 
measures.  The Clerk wrote ‘… things are progressing so 
rapidly now that we are having to react quickly’.  All Clubs 
ceased activity.  Parish Council buildings, the Beddington 
Centre and Lychpit Hall were closed. 

25th March 
Face to face Working Group meeting cancelled.  Parish 
Council office and public toilets closed.  Allotments to 
remain open.  (The Village Hall nursery group joined forces 
with the Bolton Under 5s to care for the children of essential 
workers.)

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd
www.communityad.co.uk

01843 834160 info@communityad.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit CommunityAd  Magazine

To advertise please call 01843 269513

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website

We now offer a
24 hour call out

service

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations 
Boiler installation, service and repair

Central heating servicing 
Hot water cylinder replacement

S R Hall Ltd
Building, Plumbing & Heating Contractors

www.srhallltd.co.uk

enquiries@srhallltd.co.uk 

Providing an outstanding
service for over 20 years

Hampshire’s leading  
independent specialists

sjbautotech.co.uk

Volkswagen • Audi • Seat • Skoda

Eastlands Court, Wade Road, Basingstoke RG24 8PL

Servicing & Repairs • Genuine parts • MOT
Approved Test Centre 

01256 477 411 

Join the eBike
REVOLUTION

Lorem ipsum

Premium quality eBikes. Designed in the UK. 
Direct to you from 

Get outside 
and join 

the eBike 
revolution.

www.mark2.co.uk   01264 316100

Continued on page 4
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From the Chairman Continued

Contact Claire for more information on 
07970 251715

Claire.bonner@lighterLifecounsellor.com

6th April 
Government regulations emerged saying that Local Councils 
can use video conferencing to hold virtual meetings and 
meet remotely.

17th April 
First Zoom meeting held by the Working Group.  Kate Tuck 
confirmed that the Street Champions volunteer initiative, 
helping the isolated and vulnerable, was working well.  
Cleaning levels at our venues to be reduced by 50 %, to save 
money and because the facilities would be used less than 
before.  We noted that householders were leaving sacks of 
household waste at our sites.  Litter became a problem for us, 
and this continued, as noted below.  

Work on resurfacing the tarmac footpath across the 
Recreation Ground and the roadway leading up from 
The Street was due to start in late April.  Planning 
Committee meetings would continue to be held by e mail.  
Arrangements agreed to sign off the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return.  Two Clubs paid the first instalment 
of their Grounds Charges.   The Grounds & Facilities Manager 
reported that groups of people were mis-using the recreation 
facilities.

The Borough Council confirmed that it would use Zoom 
for video conferencing, mirroring policy in the House of 
Commons.  We checked the position again with the Borough 
on 21st April.  

20th April 
Maria Miller MP called me - exactly at the pre-determined 
time.  I relayed all of our actions to date.  Maria was 
concerned to know what was being done for the elderly and 
vulnerable in our community so I reported the Kate Tuck 
initiative.  Also, I commented on the support being given to 
the congregation of St Mary’s Church in Old Basing by other 
Church members.  Afterwards, I reflected on how hard our 
Members of Parliament were working during the pandemic.

27th April    
The decision was taken to use Zoom video conferencing for 
all our Committee meetings.

23rd June   
The Government published guidance on easing Lockdown 
measures.

4th July  
All play areas and exercise equipment reopened with 
sanitisers installed at both the Recreation Ground and Belle 
Vue play area.  The Borough Council provided signage to 
remind users of social distancing and hygiene; it would 
be carrying out weekly inspections of each site.  A new 
overhead net was fitted at the Multi Use Games Area in the 
previous week and it was decided to reopen the facility for 
public access from 9 am to 8.30 pm, for up to ten users at one 
time.

8th July   
The Working Group met remotely again.  An office risk 
assessment was carried out; the Clerks would be working in 
the office sometimes as well as at home.  Sanitisers installed.  

We noted that the Recreation Ground was being used by 
residents and others more than previously.  Unfortunately, 
there had been far more litter to collect and dispose of and 
attendance by the Community Safety Police Officer became 
necessary to ‘give advice on appropriate behaviour’.  The 
Clubs became active again, to some extent at least.  We 
agreed to tennis being played an hour earlier, from 9 am.

We agreed to open the public toilets at the Recreation 
Ground and to put a cleaning regime in place, installing a 
sanitiser in the corridor.  The Committee and Tea Rooms, plus 
the sports changing rooms, would remain closed.  (Those 
playing sport should turn up wearing their sports clothing, 
ready to play.)

Lychpit Hall to reopen to regular hirers on 1st September, 
subject to Government guidelines.  Various safety measures 
were agreed, as well as cleaning arrangements.  The Litters 
Wardens were working normally, one in Lychpit and one in 
Old Basing.  

17th July 
Local Councils were strongly advised to continue to hold 
Committee meetings remotely.            
(This report ends here due to the publication copy date.)

In conclusion 
The Borough Council continued to support us 
admirably, by paying the first instalment of the 
Precept, the Grass Cutting grant and the Litter 
Warden grant, as well as supplying timely and 
useful Bulletins.

In a fast moving situation, like other organisations, 
we found ourselves extemporising along the way …  

As mentioned earlier, your Parish Council has sought 
to do the basics during the COVID 19 emergency; 
that is, to pay the Staff, agree payment of the monthly 
invoice log of Council spending and to maintain the 
grounds and Council venues.  In fact, we managed 
to do more than the basics and for that especial effort, 
I am very proud to thank the Staff and Councillors 
who contributed in such a supportive way.  

In particular, the selfless performance of the Staff has 
been, and is, outstanding. 

Cllr. Alan Renwick
Chairman, Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council
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Planning on a comfortable
financial future takes time.

S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent financial advisers specialising 
in providing advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement 
planning, managing risk, tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash Flow 
modelling.

Retirement Planning Protection Tax Planning

Estate Planning Mortgages Wills

If you are interested in becoming a client or you would like to learn more 
about our services, then we would be delighted to hear from you.

Tel: 01276 34932
Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk 
www.s4financial.co.uk 
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney Hampshire RG27 8P

Parish Notes - AUTUMN 2020
Despite the Covid-19 lockdown Parish Council staff continued 
to work throughout, albeit mainly from home in the case of 
office staff.  Meetings have been held via Zoom and grounds 
maintenance has continued.

Clubs based at the recreation ground are now able to carry out 
their sports subject to relevant guidelines and we have seen 
a huge increase people using the grounds, unfortunately not 
all welcome with commemorative benches vandalised, litter 
strewn everywhere, people holding barbecues in the play area 
and even motorbikes ridden across the recreation ground.  

There has also been an increase in fly-tipping which was not 
entirely unexpected with the tip having been closed. We 
have, however, been heartened by the number of parents and 
children that have helped by picking up litter left by others. 

Our grounds staff and litter wardens are working hard to keep 
on top of the problem and bin collections have been increased 
to cope.  We would also encourage all those using the play or 
exercise equipment to bring sanitiser and disinfectant wipes or 
a cloth for use before and after using the equipment, and have 
installed automatic sanitising dispensers at both the recreation 
ground and Belle Vue play areas.  These are checked regularly 
but if you do find one empty, please call or email the office so 
we can keep them topped up.

The recreation ground is not the only area adversely affected – 

the Millfield has had its share of litter and 
barbecue related problems and indeed 
the rest of the country has suffered 
similar problems since lockdown eased.  
Fortunately this does not seem to have 
affected the wildlife and a selection of the 
fantastic photos taken at the Millfield by Jim Andrews appear 
later in this Newsletter.

On a positive note, Lychpit Community Hall has been 
closed since March but will open to regular hirers from early 
September (with certain measures in place).  Use by larger 
groups and parties will be reviewed at the end of September.  
We have made good use of the time whilst the hall was empty 
to carry out improvements including decorating, re-polishing 
the floor, implementing a deep clean of all areas and installing 
an automatic sanitiser in the foyer.

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
We now have 3 vacancies and will start recruiting to fill these 
when it is possible to resume face to face meetings.  If you 
haven’t already expressed an interest in becoming a Parish 
Councillor and wish to do so please contact the Parish Office.

ALLOTMENT & CEMETERY INSPECTIONS
The next and final inspections for 2020 will take place during 
w/c 5 October.

PARISH OFFICE AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Sandra Tuck (Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Stephen Richardson 
Grounds & Facilities Manager

John Robinson
Old Basing

Alan Renwick
(Chairman) 
Old Basing

David Whiter
Old Basing

Peter Bloyce
Old Basing

Roger Doust 
Lychpit 

Richard Barker 
Old Basing

Steve Brown
Lychpit 

Meetings, with the exception of the Annual Parish Meeting, have continued throughout 
“lockdown” and have been held remotely via ZOOM.  The recommendation from the 
National Association of Local Councils is that remote meetings should continue until 
such time as they can be held safely with the required social distancing and other 
measures in place.  The Parish Council is therefore continuing to hold ZOOM meetings 
and anyone wishing to attend can do so by requesting an ID and password.

Meetings for the remainder of the year are:

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS & EVENTS FOR 2020

MONTH FULL PARISH 
COUNCIL

PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

FINANCE & 
RESOURCES
COMMITTEE

OTHER

September 1st 8th & 22nd 29th

October 6th 13th & 27th 20th

November 3rd 10th & 24th 17th

December 1st 8th & 22nd

Alan Jones
Old Basing

Kate Hope 
(Assistant Clerk)
assistant.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Parish Office, The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Tel: 01256 462847; Emergency Mobile: 07507 514498; W: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
The Parish Office has re-opened following lockdown and is open between 
10 am and 12 noon Monday – Thursday.  Staff do work outside of these hours 
and will return urgent calls, so please leave a message or email the Clerk 
or Assistant Clerk.

Harry Rice Groundsman

COUNCILLORS

Kate Tuck
Old Basing
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Old Basing WI

We provide all flat roofing 
solutions including:

  • Built up Felt systems 
  • Single ply PVC
  • Fibreglass
  • Liquid applied 
     polymers 

Opening hours:
Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm

Saturday - Sunday: Closed

07596038738 | 01256516685
craig@basingstoke-roofing.co.uk | www.basingstoke-roofing.co.uk 

CSR Flat Roofing

Hampshire’s only
choice for Flat Roofing

Along with many other local organisations, we have had to adapt to the difficult situation 
arising from the Coronavirus pandemic which has meant that we have been unable to hold 
any of our regular monthly meetings since February.  

Life under the “new normal” has been 
difficult for some of our Members, 
many who fall into the vulnerable 
and “shielding” categories.  To make 
sure that our Members didn’t feel 
forgotten, we delivered a small “treat” 
to each and everyone one during 
July to show that we were thinking of 
them.
We have risen to the challenge by 
starting our own WhatsApp group to 
keep in touch with those Members 

who have smart phones and by regularly ringing those who 
do not have email access.  In addition, we have continued 
with our monthly Newsletter which reaches some Members 
who are not on the WhatsApp group.  

As well as our monthly meetings, all of our 
planned social activities and trips from 
mid-March were cancelled, including 
our Centenary Tree ceremony and cream 
tea, the theatre trip to My Fair Lady, the 
afternoon tea on the Watercress Line 
and our ever-popular Garden Party.  The 
Committee intends to re-arrange as many 
of these events as is possible for 2021.  
Meanwhile our Centenary tree continues
to flourish on the Recreation Ground.

Prior to lockdown, Members agreed to purchase a “standard” 
flag that we could use to advertise our group.  It was our 
intention to give the flag its first outing in the Carnival 
procession this year, but this was not to be.  The flag arrived 
in March and exceeded all expectations and we hope to be 
able to march with it at the Remembrance Day parade in 
November.
Meanwhile the Old Basing WI Committee has continued 
to meet (following Government guidelines).  Here we are 
on the hottest day of the year, holding our meeting in the 
garden.  The WI flag can be seen on the fence.  

Picture by Martin Stewart

Our Members have kept themselves busy during lock-
down.  The WI is famous for its baking and Old Basing is no 
exception. Anybody would think we are obsessed with cake!  
The recipe for Sandy’s strawberry and kiwi gateau 
is included in this magazine.

Apart from baking, our Members have been crafting.  We do 
have some talented people in our midst.

We are hoping to re-start our monthly meetings in October, 
if able to safely do so.  We are always looking for new 
Members. So if you think you might like to join us, then email 
our President Sue Stewart at
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk and we can let you 
know what is happening. 

www.basingtutors.com

•Friendly, personal approach
•One-to-One Tuition•Professional tutors

Basing Tutors
Local
Tutors

For Local
People

01256 470948
admin@basingtutors.com

Initial consultation free of charge
Comprehensive diagnostic Literacy assessment 

with no further obligation

OnlineTuition alsoavailable!

Not all estate agents
perform at their optimum.

Only pay us when
we sell your house

Introductory offer

25%
off our fees* 

Because we’re new, we want
to show you how good we are!

FREE
no obligation

market appraisal
No obligation. No pressure.

Just expert advice and insight.

£
No sale,
no fee

*Terms and conditions. 1) 25% reduction applies to our sales commission fee, Landlord Letting fee and Landlord monthly commission (for the first agreed tenancy term) only, as calculated from our 
standard published fee scales as at 20/01/2020. Contact the office for a copy of the fee scales. 2) This offer applies to the first 25 instructions we receive for either sale or let. An instruction is defined 

when we are given instructions by you to market a property for sale or let in writing. 3) Discount will be applied at the point of invoice. 4) This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offers. 
5) No cash alternative. 6) Our standard terms and conditions apply. **Refers to commission fee only. Excludes marketing pack cost. 

NB:  It is Optimum’s policy to respect any Sole, Multi or Sole Selling Rights Agreement currently in place.  We will not commence marketing your property until this agreement has expired or has 
been terminated.  The terms and conditions of any previous Agency Agreement must be considered to avoid the possible liability to pay two commission fees.

To book your FREE appointment, call: 

01256 700 270
visit: optimumestateagents.co.uk

email: hello@optimumestateagents.co.uk 

Members’ tea time treat

WI President 
Sue Stewart with 
Centenary Tree

Jenny’s birthday cake                Jenny’s lemon cake             Sandy’s strawberry  
               and kiwi gateau
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Booming Online Business

www.dareandsucceed.com/communitymagazine

Tel: 07976 711235

If you’re serious about change in your 
life, have a strong work ethic & want to 
be financially well rewarded, go to the 

website to find out more.
COVID proof your future work life and income

Work from anywhere!

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ
01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY
01256 761717

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Trading
Standards
approved

ON SITE FLORIST 

24 hours a day

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

I will start with a topic that has been at the forefront of most 
residents’ minds - DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS UNDER 
MILKINGPEN LANE RAILWAY BRIDGE.  

It is hoped that, by the time this Newsletter is published, normal 
service under the bridge will have resumed.  However, the following is 
a report prepared at the beginning of August report by the Highways 
Officer responsible for the works which gives some idea of the 
challenges faced by the team. 

Background

With the increased frequency of flooding below the Milkingpen 
Lane railway bridge, Hampshire Highways are currently carrying out 
improvement works to the existing surface water drainage system, to 
help reduce the problems that have been experienced.

From previous drainage investigation and consultation with Network 
Rail, it has been established that surface water drainage from both the 
railway and highway are discharged via a brick surface water drain in 
a southerly direction towards the old canal cutting. Unfortunately, as 
this drainage system runs under the Network Rail bridge structure, 
the exact location and condition of the drain have proven difficult 
to determine. This work has been further complicated by the depth 
of the drain, which increases considerably as it travels away from the 
bridge to pass under the much higher levels of the adjacent ground.

What is being done

The first stage of this work was to locate and construct a new access 
chamber on the line of the existing brick surface water drain to aid 
cleansing during these works and for future maintenance work. This 
drain was located at a depth of 1.9m (6’3”) in the access of the land 
adjacent to the Scout Hut. Although we have started to clear this drain 
of debris / silt, this work has been temporarily suspended, to allow 
other elements of our work to be completed. The original drainage 
system under the bridge is being replaced with a complete new 
system, which connects into the new access chamber, removing all 
of the obstructions that have previously been encountered during 
maintenance work.

Progress of this work has been slower than we would have liked, but 
with very limited opportunities for utility companies to cross railway 
lines with their equipment, roads under bridges such as this one, can 
become very busy with cables / ducts / pipes, all of which have had to 
be worked around during the installation of the new drainage system.

What happens next

It is anticipated that the installation of the new drainage system will 
be completed in August. At this point, we will resume the cleansing 
of the existing surface water drain, to ensure that the water can run 
away from the area and relieve us of the problems that have been 
experienced under the bridge. It should be noted however, that as 
this drain is likely to have been built at the time the railway bridge 
was constructed, further repairs may be identified, and additional 
roadworks required.

Hampshire County Council would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the residents of Old Basing for their understanding during the 
disruption caused by these essential works.

CHINEHAM LIBRARY

The Executive member for Recreation and Heritage, Cllr Sean 
Woodward, at his decision day on the 28th July when he agreed 
proposals to transform the Library Service to achieve savings of 
£1.76 million pounds made the decision to keep Chineham Library 
open.  

The decisions he made has put the Library Service in a strong 
position to meet future savings that will likely be required as a result 
of significant financial pressures now faced by the County Council. 

Throughout the public consultation I undertook to represent my 
community on the future of the library service and was delighted 
when Cllr Woodward agreed to remove Chineham library from the 
list of ten proposed for closure. 

Changes to provide ongoing support for the local community will 
be necessary and Officers will be in close contact with both myself 
and residents as we start to understand how such changes can be 
implemented. 

This is the best news we could have hoped for and I know many of 
the library users are very happy indeed with the outcome.

CHANGES TO ROAD SPACE

A range of temporary changes have been made across the county to 
provide more road space to support social distancing in town centres 
and for people cycling and walking:

Waiting times at 166 crossings and traffic signals have been reduced to 
favour pedestrians

Work has started across town and city centres to give more space to 
pedestrians.

Over 2500 schemes have been suggested to date. The website 
Hampshire Covid Travel/Transport and road/Hampshire County 
Council has details including two schemes in the Top of Town and 
Winton Square Basingstoke. There is also a link to a map to engage 
with the community on local priorities, and where organisations and 
people can make their suggestions, and see what others think. 

HCC will bid for further national funding later in the summer and 
continue to help Hampshire’s residents make healthier, greener 
journeys and support the economic recovery of Hampshire. Schemes 
will be reviewed for function and performance and will be altered if 
necessary. Schemes may also be considered for retention, based on 
feedback and evidence of effectiveness.

County Councillor Report
Cllr. Elaine Still

Please support 
local businesses 
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that 
have advertised and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit 
Parish Council Community Newsletter thereby enabling the 
Parish Council to produce this publication at no cost to you, 
the taxpayer. 

However, the Parish Council makes no warranties in relation 
to the content of any advertisements placed in the newsletter 
and shall have no liability for any losses in relation thereto. 

Further, the Parish Council makes no endorsements 
whatsoever with regard to any advertisements. 

Letters for publication should be sent to the Parish Clerk, Mrs 
Sandra Tuck via e-mail at clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk, or by post 
to:

Parish Office
The Pavillion
The Recreation Ground
The Street
Old Basing
RG24 7DA
Or go to www.oldbasing.gov.uk and submit a message. 

Unit 7, 35/41 Essex Road,  
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7TB

Tel: 01256 350051
shadeahead@hotmail.co.uk

www.shadeahead.co.uk

ESTABLISHED IN BASINGSTOKE  
FOR OVER 30 YEARS

Free measuring and estimating 
with no obligation
Bespoke Shutters

Where reputation matters

Proud members of
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Quality roofing services you can rely on
New Roofs & Roof Repairs - we have it covered
Whatever roofing work you require, our team of qualified,  
experienced roofers work to the highest standards every 

time, no matter how large or small the job.

  New Roofs
  Flat Roofs
  Tile and Slate Roofs
  Leadwork
  Re-pointing Chimney Stacks

  All Roof Repairs
  Valleys Repaired
  New PVC Fascias & Gutters
  External Painting
  Moss Removal

All Work Guaranteed • Quality & Reliability • Competitive Prices

  
  

  

Ask Mark Stevens for a FREE no-obligation quote today!

Tel:    0800 292 7062
Mob:   07584 197 974
Email:  mark.stevens64@icloud.com
www.mstevensroofingandbuilding.co.uk 

We specialise in:

Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council
Year ending 31 March 2020
  Balance Sheet:

Current Assets £ £
Debtors   3,641
Prepayments   5,263
Bank and Cash  252,599
  261,503
Current Liabilities
Creditors  (43,153)
  218,350

General Fund  233,698
Income & Expenditure Account  (15,348)
  218,350

Income & Expenditure Account
Income £ £
Precept  179,363
Interest Received  865
Administration  17,389
Recreation  22,592
Burial  5,425
Allotment  3,116
Lychpit Hall  22,196
Groundsmans Cottage  12,921
Grant Aid - Revenue /Maintenance  32,007
  295,874
  
Expenditure £ £
Administration 69,264 
Street Lights 1,151
Recreation 130,111
Allotments & Cemetery 4,896
Lychpit Hall 21,580
Other Buildings 30,217
Capital Schemes 54,003
 311,222 (311,222)
Net Income/(Expenditure) for the year  (15,348)

Reserves £ £
Net Income/(Expenditure) for the year  (15,348)
Transfers from Earmarked Reserves  3,211
Net Income (Expenditure) for the year to General Reserves  (12,137)

General Fund  Opening Balance 76,735
 From Period (12,137)
  64,598

Earmarked Reserves Opening Balance  156,963
 From Period (3,211)
  153,752

TOTAL RESERVES  218,350

Sources of Income:

Analysis of Expenditure:
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1938
The prospect of a world war looms, so the National 
Council of Social Services establishes a group to look 
at how to meet the needs of the civilian population 
in wartime.  
1939

On 3 September war is declared.  
The next day, the first 200 Citizens 
Advice bureaux open.  From the start, 
volunteers run the service working 
from public buildings and private 
houses.  Advisers deal with problems 
relating to the loss of ration books, 

homelessness and evacuation. They also help locate 
missing relatives and prisoners of war.  Debt quickly 
becomes a key issue as personal income reduces due to 
call-ups. 

1961 
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau is set up and 
becomes a member of the National Association of 
Citizens Advice Bureaux (NACAB).

Some years later, NACAB and its members dropped the 
word “bureau” from their titles, so that our office is now 
known simply as Citizens Advice Basingstoke or “CAB”.   
The reason for the change was in part because of the 
association that people made with regulatory authority.   
Even today, some people think that we are part of 
government and we take pains to stress that every 
Citizens Advice office, including Basingstoke, has always 
been a local independent charity.  This is an important 
distinction as we always act in the best interest of our 
clients and we maintain absolute confidentiality. 

Today 
Citizens Advice and all its members, including CAB, 
share the same charitable aims to provide free, 
independent, impartial and confidential advice, and to 
use our knowledge to identify underlying issues and 
influence policymakers so that others do not suffer in 
the same way.  We value diversity, champion equality 
and challenge discrimination and harassment.  We are 
here for everyone

Our work is continually audited 
and heavily regulated - and 
rightly so.  Clients put their trust 
in us and our advice can be life-
changing.

Today, people’s lives are 
more complicated than in the 
past and the majority of our 
clients face multiple issues.  

We now have more than 3,000 client enquiry categories.  
From the beginning of April to the end 
of June this year we dealt with 7,801 client issues.
As independent charities, Citizens Advice and its local 
offices collectively hold a wide range of quality data 
and evidence files based on our clients’ experiences.  All 
this anonymised information is used in our Research & 
Campaign work to influence policy changes at national 
and local levels.  In this way, people who never visit 
Citizens Advice or who may not even know we exist, 
can benefit from our work

Volunteers
Volunteers still play a vital 
part in our work.  As Graham 
Hatcher, CEO of CAB, says, 
“Our wonderful volunteers 
contribute their time and 
energy to make a huge 
difference to peoples’ lives 
and help keep our vital 
service running.  

Their support throughout the year has been truly 
invaluable.  Our work is demanding, but very rewarding 
and I really can’t thank them enough.”

Many of our volunteers also benefit themselves 
from their involvement with CAB. As Jane, one of our 
advisers, explains: “The training and support provided 
is amazing.  I feel that I have really grown as a person. 
I’ve seen life from a different perspective, and seen how 
hard it can be for some people.  Over the past year, I 
have helped hundreds of different people and I can’t 
believe how much of a difference this has made for so 
many people. You can see the difference between those 
coming into the office and those leaving with looks of 
relief and hope on their faces.”  
Supporting people through Coronavirus 
When Coronavirus broke out, the team in Basingstoke 
quickly rallied to ensure that as many people as possible 
could be helped.  Between April to June, working from 
home, we supported over 4,000 people struggling in 
these difficult times with Universal Credit, employment, 
debt, relationships, housing, and food shortages.
Our Research and Campaigns work to improve 
the policies and practices that affect people’s lives 
continues highlighting the difficulties that policies 
introduced during this pandemic have caused such as 
unfair barriers to financial support faced by the self-
employed and those without settled status, worrying 
trends including people’s ability to pay Council Tax, 
and a tripling in the number of Universal Credit, 
employment, and housing issues.

The Beginnings

Supporting our Community The following are just a small sample of the sort of 
queries that we have handled:
• an approach from a key worker who had received 
 an NHS letter advising him to stay at home and who 
 was worried how he and his family could survive  
 without a regular income 

• enquiries from people struggling to understand 
 whether they are employed or furloughed, whether 
 they have an employment contract, and how their 
 pay or Universal Credit will be calculated

• questions from NHS staff who have been put on 
 “special leave” and from self-employed workers who 
 are facing financial difficulties and debt.

Clients frequently tell us that they could not have coped 
without CAB’s help.  Here are some of the messages of 
thanks that we have recently received:

“Thank you SO much for your help, I was in such a panic 
and you’ve calmed me right down”

“I really appreciate what you’ve done today, you’ve 
been brilliant! Thank you so much x”

‘The support you guys offer is amazing especially when 
it’s free of charge.  I hope when we come out of this 
people will pay more attention to those who offer 
services for nothing in return.  Stay safe, take care and 

give everyone in your workplace a virtual hug and tell 
them we care”

“Thank you so much for all of your help, we are totally 
lost before speaking to you”

“ I just wanted to msg to say a huge thank you for all 
your help.  I hope you and your family are all safe and 
well and thank you for continuing to help us all during 
this very scary time.  Xx”

Please support us
During last year we provided free advice to 
15,555 clients, many of whose enquiries have 
resulted in detailed follow-up work.  Work that has 
changed peoples’ lives so that they can feed their 
families, stay in their homes and no longer worry.  
None of this would have been possible without the 
help of our volunteers and charitable donations and 
grants from organisations including Old Basing & 
Lychpit Parish Council.

If you are interested in finding out more about 
volunteering with Citizens Advice Basingstoke or 
wish to make a donation, please visit our website page 
https://www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk/
get-involved-donate

A. SEWELL

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
 - Security & Emergency Lighting
 - Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
 - TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
 - Multi-room Audio/Visual
 - Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
 - Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893
01252 844663

www.asewell.co.uk

Call Now For All Your Electrical Needs
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Mill Field Local Nature Reserve and  Volunteer Group
A Potted History by Jim Andrews COVID 19 let’s be honest a word and number that we’re 

not going to forget for a long while, its affected us all 
in different ways, some of the things it seems to have 
brought about is a sense of community, a better respect 
and appreciation of day to day services and our NHS, 
but the other thing is a greater appreciation of the 
environment around us and Nature.

Those who walk the Mill Field regularly already know and 
are aware of how lucky they are of what’s around them, and 
COVID has brought many more people to the site to enjoy it 
after we were instructed to make sure we take daily exercise. I 
am not going to lie, it has made me smile when a lot of these 
recent visitors even though local didn’t know there was a 
Nature Reserve in Basing and I can imagine some reading this 
are saying “is there?” well yes there is!

Where is it? Well the best way to describe where we are is 
between Barton’s Lane, the river Loddon and Pyotts Hill. If that 
didn’t help next to Barton’s Mill Pub you have the children’s 
park and skate ramp and the scrubby field beyond this point 
is a 33 acre local Nature Reserve. Next questions are normally 
“How long has it been there? Who owns and looks after it? 
And what’s there?” well let’s see if we can answer a few of these 
questions, I moved into the area pre-reserve back in 1998 
but knew the area before that so here is a brief history of the 
reserve for you.

When I moved over there was no play park, no skate ramp and 
the area was known as the Loddon Valley Open Space owned 
by Basingstoke and Deane Council. And I know there are a 
fair few who remember this field before this as wet meadow, 
grazed, ploughed and farmed.

In 2000 the council built the play park and skateboard ramp. 
(In prior years playing fields had been considered for the area 
when Lychpit was built but rejected) the rest of the site was 
looked at by the parks department wanting to do something 
with it.

2001 with the aid of the council the Conservation group was 
formed. Originally going to be called Loddon Valley Open 
Space Conservation Group!! Catchy Yeah! But as you can see 

a bit of a mouthful, so the name of the group had a revamp, 
looking into the sites history and geography the Mill Field 
Conservation Group came about (which to this day still has 
quite a few of the original members still involved) who set 
about to manage the site for wildlife and public use with the 
long term plan to get the site made Local Nature Reserve.

2002 the group with the Council built the first of the board 
walks. Also thanks to the work of the group and lots of local 
experts and existing records the site was designated Local 
Nature Reserve by Natural England.

2003 even though the group has help with funding for 
insurance, the first duck race was held on the river by the pub 
to help raise funds for the volunteer group towards other 
equipment such as tools. The group also started more regular 
winter work parties while the council managed the path 
cutting and grass cutting, and in spring and summer people 
could join guided walks to learn about what was on the 
reserve.

2013 saw the next biggest bit of work that probably has had 
the largest impact. Using grants from Defra, this was a project 
carried out by The Environment Agency, Hampshire Wildlife 
Trust, Basingstoke and Deane and Thames Water (who owned 
that part of the site) where the flood plain had the concrete 
stream removed, re-landscaped and made it into the beautiful 
rich flood plain we have today.

2015 even though up to this point the group had a website 
the groups Facebook site was started to make it easier to 
engage the public to show them what was on their doorstep.

2016 saw two events: the first was the Councils BioBlitz – a 
24 hour biological survey where naturalists and volunteers 
conducted an intensive field study with a brilliant result of 400 
species of flora and fauna recorded – in one day!

The second event could have been a devastating 
environmental issue for the Loddon, when in Daneshill there 
was a chemical spill that got into the drain system and came 
down to the flood plain. Luckily the work of 2013 created 
a natural barrier and filter which stopped the worst of the 
pollution reaching the Loddon, the council, Environment 
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Mill Field Local Nature Reserve and  Volunteer Group
Berkshire. In amongst the Common Spots we have Southern 
Marsh Orchid however the next two have quite a colour 
contrast with the Common Twaiblade being completely 
green! There can be up to at least 30 plants but like the Bee 
Orchid are usually overlooked, and the last one, the Birds Nest 
Orchid there are normally only five plants and is probably one 
of the rarest plants on site and is a pale brown. So you can see 
our orchid range is substantial and interesting.

Another huge wildlife group and the full diversity is still truly 
unknown due to the size of the subject matter and how 
specialized is the insect life.

One of the easy ones to identify are the Butterflies where 
there are nearly 30 species with some resident such as Small 
Tortoiseshell and Marbled White, some are migratory like 
Painted Lady and Clouded Yellow and some records that 
appear as one-offs that you just can’t explain like this year’s 
Marsh Fritillary. There are over 500 Moths 
including migratory species like Silver Y 
and Hummingbird Hawkmoth but also 
fascinating species like Clearwings which 
mimic other insects like hornets etc.

Sticking with the more colorful insects 
that people notice are the Dragonflies and 
Damsels and it may surprise some that over 
15 have been recorded over the years with 
10 plus so far this year including one new 
species, but the ones that most have seen 
this year are Large Red, Azure Damselflies 
and Beautiful Demoiselles.

Insects is one area where the surface of what 
we have has only been scraped with much 
more still to be found - one group that has 
been recently looked at is Ladybirds with at least 8 species this 
year and the other group (not to everyone’s liking) - Spiders 
with 40 plus being noted over the years.
Reptiles and Amphibians - you have the obvious in the shape 
of Frogs and Toads but this year we have confirmed breeding 
Palmate Newts. Reptile wise Slow Worms have been seen by 
many and for the lucky few Grass Snakes. But for the very lucky 
the “Common” Lizard which you may not see but is common 
on the reserve and you may find hard to believe were first 
discovered by the Council mowing team as they ran ahead 
of the mower moving slowly through the grass. Once again 
they may not be to everyone’s liking but they are a testament 
to how the sites habitat provides a valuable food chain with 
the variety of insects needed to support them and also the 
grass snakes wouldn’t be here without the presence of small 
mammals.

Well since we mentioned them the Mammals may surprise 
you with over 20 species but you rarely see them all. From 3 
species of Deer with two breeding on the reserve most years 
to the obvious of Grey Squirrels and Rabbits with the Fox 
being probably the next most seen. At the other end of the 
scale with the already mentioned Dormouse there are plenty 
of other secretive residents with the commonest species on 
site being Wood Mouse and Bank Vole. They were found from 

surveys that are carried out every year using humane trapping 
methods, in doing this the last confirmed new mammal for 
the reserve was the UK’s only venomous mammal in the 
shape of the Water Shrew………not dangerous to us before 
you panic, but does leave your finger with a weird numb 
tingling feeling for several hours! And we mustn’t forget the 
other small mammal family – Bats, vastly under explored but 
monitoring of them is improving year on year and many of 
these could be just visiting the reserve from a house near you!!
The final group is probably the one I’m most known for – 
Birds. The site has a list of species of around the 190 mark!! 
Some resident noteworthy breeding birds are Song thrush, 
Bull Finch and Linnets. Our winter visitors are Redwings, 
Hawfinches, Siskins and from time to time Waxwings. Your 
summer visitors include 6 regular breeding species of Warbler 
including Whitethroat, Willow warbler and Chiffchaff to 
name a few with the occasional odd summer breeder such 

as Grasshopper and Sedge Warbler as well as 
Cuckoo. Then there’s the passage species that 
pass down the valley, some of these you will 
never see as they pass over at night such as 
Common Scoter and several wader species 
such as Stone Curlew, while in day time there 
are birds such as Whinchat, Redstart and 
the occasional Osprey. Then to the outright 
what the heck is that!!! We’ve had the likes of 
several Yellow browed Warblers and a Little 
Bunting from Asia, Wrynecks, Red-backed 
Shrike and Hoopoe which are all rare breeders 
in this country but common in Europe. There 
was a White Stork this year which is thought 
to be one of the Knepp birds from the re-
introduction program and finally one some 
may remember locally the White tailed Eagle 

that took up residents up at Blacklands farm for a few weeks 
and attracted quite a bit of interest.

Over the years we have seen changes with ups and downs in 
species such as Butterflies and the loss of some of those classic 
summer birds such as the Nightingale and Turtle dove which 
both bred on the reserve edge in the last 20 years but have 
disappeared as they have from many of their old haunts. Sadly 
locally the House Martin will possibly follow the same trend 
but I hope not, this spring the highest count has been 12 on 
the reserve, last autumn the highest count moving through 
was only around 250 - ten years before it was 1500 in a day. 
But we also have seen increases like the rise of Red Kites. But 
don’t forget this article on the Mill Field is just a snapshot of the 
surrounding Loddon river valley’s diversity with some species 
popping on to the site from time to time from other areas like 
the Barn Owl and occasionally Hares.

What can you do? 
Well just enjoy the reserve for a start but if you would like 
to do more come and join our small but dedicated team of 
volunteers who do work parties in the winter to maintain the 
site and have tirelessly kept the site clean over the lockdown. 

Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

agency and Thames Water all acted quickly to clear the 
pollution with a specialist team being brought in from 
Europe who cleared it in a weekend.

2019 The Mill Field notice board was put up to share 
important dates and sightings, the feedback has been really 
positive and a great way to learn about what’s around.

The Reserve: What is it?
Well the Mill Field Nature Reserve these days is a combination 
of habitats, the biggest area is managed as a scrub grassland 
mosaic and is where most of the conservation groups effort 
is focused to keep the scrub in check and not allowing it to 
turn into woodland…….I hear a WHY NOT? Well by keeping 
it in this state it gives us a wide and diverse range of species 
of flora and fauna that you wouldn’t get in a grazed meadow 
or wood so kind of the best of both worlds.
The second area is the higher meadow which is a grass 
meadow and is mowed by Basingstoke council each autumn 
leaving different areas uncut in strange patterns. Why is this 
done? Basically to mimic cattle to leave different levels of 
grass for plant and insect life which in turn is better for the 
mammals, reptiles and birds. Why not just get some cattle? 
Well the decision was made not to use cattle after the Foot 
and Mouth outbreak when most sites in Basingstoke were 
closed due to cattle being present. So a form of management 
was developed for the site so heaven forbid if something 
like happens again you can still use it. Of interest the Mill 
Field was the test bed for what is now used on many of the 
council’s wild open space management.
On the Lower Meadow or flood plain, not much is done 

down here, the main work was done back in 2013 and at 
present the area is still developing as it becomes a great 
wetland area.
The site has a range of Flora and Fauna and not all of it is easy 
to see - probably its most famous residents are the Dormice 
on the outer edge and probably one of the least seen, even 
with monitoring boxes along the edge. These are under 
license checked and not always used by the Dormice but 
they leave lots of other signs around to the trained eye. But a 
lot of the mammals on site are secretive so when we do see 
them we are quite lucky.

The plant life is a list that slowly grows (no pun intended) 
every year by a couple of species (with Kidney Vetch being 
this year’s newbie), some brought in by other wildlife and 
people and some appearing from the seed bank stored away 
in the ground. Examples of plants that have appeared from 
this are Yellow Rattle, Ladies Bedstraw and Hedge Bedstraw 
in the last few years. A good example of plants that appear 
one year then disappear again is Knapweed Broomrape - 
why? We have no idea!

Other plants and probably the ones most people comment 
on are the orchids. Once again they have populations that go 
up and down due to the seasonal changes year in year out. 
The ones most seen are the Common Spotted Orchid and 
Pyramidal Orchid both normally numbering into the 100’s 
followed by the Bee Orchid. This species probably numbers 
up to 100 but are easily over looked. As well as Bee we have 
Belgarans Bee Orchid which are another form of Bee Orchid 
which only occurs in Hampshire, Wiltshire and Southern 
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Snezana CateringSnezana Catering
Let us help you make the perfect meal!

GREEK STREET MENU
Greek Souvlaki £5

Chicken, Pork, Lamb, Falafels, Halloumi
(add an extra skewer for £2)

All served in pitta with tzatziki, salad & fries

MIXED GRILL BOX £10
Choice of 3 skewers
in a box with pitta,
tzatziki, salad & fries

KIDS MEAL
All served with fries and drink
4 Chicken Nuggets £4.50
6 Chicken Nuggets £5.50

07522 783831
suzanna.collings@hotmail.co.uk

Greek Salad £4 | Homemade Cakes £2 per slice
(Cookies & Cream, Lemon Drizzle & Chocolate Brownie)

Drinks £1 (Coke, Coke Zero, Rio and 7UP)
MON-SAT 10AM – 9PM

DELIVERING ONLY 5PM TO 9PM

You’ll find us
on your local
high street

aspects
L E T T I N G
S E R V I C E S

all

Local independent agent in Old Basing

Telephone: 01256 470411

Have you heard? 
We won again

Old Basing Village Nursery School

The Covid-19 Pandemic and subsequent 
lockdown has inevitably presented small 
local businesses like ours with the most 
tremendous challenge over the past few 
months. From the 23rd March until the 
1st June, the restrictions on educational 
settings meant that for the majority of our 
children, we were forced to close our doors 
(unless they were children or key workers or 
considered to be vulnerable). With capacity 
reduced by 75% and the Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme eligibility subsequently 
being cut from 80% to 52% for our setting, 
the first few weeks of lockdown presented 
hurdle after hurdle. 

However, with a little sprinkle of 
community spirit and a lot of support from 
our parents and the Old Basing Village Hall 
Management Committee, we were able 
to keep four members of staff working 
and re-open to provide childcare for our 
key worker families at the temporarily 

rebranded 
‘Old Basing 
and Lychpit 
Community 
Childcare Hub’. 
By joining 
forces with 

the ladies at The Bolton Under 5s, the 
two pre-school teams merged to offer 
flexible childcare for around 20 families 
throughout the course of the lockdown. 
It was a unique opportunity for our two 
settings to work together, support each 
other and to give local children a new 
normality during such a strange and 
unpredictable time. With our usual nursery 
caterer and milk service out of action, 
Julie (Tesco Community Champion) also 
assisted us with booking shopping slots to 
ensure the nursery was able to continue 
providing children with a midday meal 
- with new menus devised and cooked 
by our temporary nursery cook, Sarah. It 
was deeply rewarding for our teams to 
be actively supporting fellow key workers 
during such an unprecedented time.

For those children at home, we made use 
of our home-nursery App ‘Famly’ and 
Facebook group to keep in touch with 
our children and offer ideas for simple 
activities to do at home. We also launched 
our toy-library which was very popular 
with children and parents alike - providing 
families with some alternative options to 
the educational resources and toys they 
already had at home.

At the end of May, the Government gave 
us the green light to reopen OBVNS to all 
children on roll (from the 1st June) but to 
maintain bubbles of 8 and groups of up 
to 16. Where there is a will, there is a way 

and through 
a little local 
research we 
found ‘Staged 
Events Ltd’ 
on Newnham 
Lane. Ashleigh 
and Brad, 
who own 

the events company are more used to 
providing props, backgrounds and sets for 
the likes of Countryfile Live - but due to the 
restrictions on outdoor events have been 
unable to do so this year. With equipment 
sat redundant, they were quick to jump to 
our aid and erected a temporary wall in 
the village hall - enabling us to divide our 
nursery space into two entirely separate 
settings. The temporary wall was amazing 
and meant that the two ‘bubbles’ of 
children were able to attend nursery 
school as usual without compromising 
on resources or the quality of care they 
deserved. We feel very fortunate to have 
found Staged Events and 
enjoyed the opportunity 
to work with another local 
business.

Towards the end of the 
summer term and with a 
further ease of restrictions 
on the 20th July, we 
were able to host a very 
low key session for our 2020 leavers-the 
event took place on the last day of term 
and gave children to opportunity to meet 
with their friends once more and to play 
in our nursery garden one last time. It was 
incredibly sad to think that this was their 
last day at nursery school but wonderful 
to see the way in which they met with 
old friends with ease and rekindled those 
friendships they’d made in the months 
leading to lockdown.

Following our leavers’ session, we were 
able to transform the setting back into 
the Old Basing Village Nursery School 
we know and love ahead of our socially 
distanced open day on the 23rd July. We 
invited 18 families in to tour the setting 
throughout the day with a one way 
system in place and ‘in-between’ cleans. 
This enabled parents who had already 
signed up to view the setting and for 
those waiting to start the opportunity to 
see for themselves what we have to offer 
at the Old Basing Village Hall. As you can 
imagine, the four members of staff who 
had only had 5 days off since March 23rd 
were fit to drop by the end of the day - but 
it really was lovely to showcase the setting 
once again.

As many of you will know, Old Basing 
Village Nursery School has been 
established for two years at the Old 
Basing Village Hall. There is no doubt that 
the past six months have been the most 
challenging of our teaching careers to 
date. However, the Covid 19 experience 
has cemented what we already believed 
at OBVNS which is that a child-centred 
approach that 
truly prepares 
children for their 
next steps in 
life is what Early 
Years education 
is all about. 
With personal, 
social and emotional well-being at the 
forefront of our minds, we look forward to 
embracing the challenges of the coming 
academic year with these values at the 

core of all we do. We would 
like to personally thank the 
whole of the Old Basing 
and Lychpit Community 
for their support over the 
past six months; knowing 
our community was 
championing our cause 
really did make all the 

difference in weathering the Covid-19 
storm both personally and professionally. 
We are overwhelmed by the messages of 
support we have received and the friendly 
comments / remarks and gestures offered 
by locals when passing the village hall 
and those who have got in touch to offer 
support.

Vicky and Andy Grayson
Old Basing Village Nursery School
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Received a Settlement Agreement? What to do Next
The impact of Covid-19 has been devastating for most UK businesses and many have been forced to make cutbacks in the form of
redundancies.

If you have been told that your job is at risk or you have already been given a settlement agreement from your employer, then you
may have some questions about what happens next.

When an employer is o�ering an enhanced redundancy package, the employee is legally waiving their rights to make certain claims against the 
company by accepting the terms and certain conditions must be met. This is where you need legal advice which is usually paid for by your 
employer.

What to do First?
   • It is important not to panic or let your emotions get the best of you. If you have been o�ered a Settlement Agreement you need to remain 
     focused, secure yourself a reasonable deal and handle the paperwork.
   • Carefully read through any documentation you have been given, ask questions on anything you are unsure of, take time to speak to your 
     family or friends and digest the situation.
   • Instruct an independent legal adviser to help you through the process. Your lawyer will make sure you understand what you are signing, 
     ensure the deal is fair and reasonable and can make negotiations on your behalf.
   • Remain positive. Whilst redundancy can be a painful process, especially if you have �nancial concerns, many people look back at redundancy 
      as a good thing that happened to them to allow them to explore new opportunities.

Your employer should contribute towards your legal costs, most tend to o�er somewhere between £350 – £500 depending on the breadth of 
issues, which is very likely to cover all incurred legal fees if you have a straightforward matter. However, for senior employees or directors, legal 
contributions can be upwards of £1,000 plus VAT. 

If you have received a Settlement Agreement, an o�er or are being made redundant and need advice from a trusted specialist Employment 
Lawyer then please get in touch today.

Our helpful team can be contacted on 01256 844888, via email at enquiries@lambbrooks.com or via our Live Chat Assistant on our website 
any time of day.

ANTHROPAUSE  
by Rick Bourne

Its been a little while since I submitted anything of a ‘nature 
nature’ so I couldn’t let a spring like this one go by without 
sharing some of the super sights and sounds that the Parish of 
Old Basing and Lychpit have experienced.

But first I sincerely hope that the weirdest period in all our lives 
has not left a permanent mark on you or that you’ve lost any 
loved ones to the pandemic.  If you’ve been untroubled then 
you may, like me, have quite enjoyed the tranquillity of traffic 
and aircraft noise free days as you’ve tended your garden or 
allotment or while you’ve perhaps strolled or cycled about the 
lanes.  One cannot have failed to marvel in the sounds of loud 
birdsong or in seeing all manner of creatures and plants taking 
advantage of human inactivity.   The new word just conjured 
up to summarise this phenomenon is “Anthropause”.

OK, our village and the UK aren’t  the greatest examples 
of where wild changes of behaviour by animals has been 
noted because of the lack of human activity, (I’m talking lions 
wandering through African townships or monkeys leaping 
across buildings in the centre of Nairobi) but there were 
pictures of wild goats in Wales wandering through gardens 
eating anything that didn’t move and New Forest ponies 
grazing on anything edible in the middle of Beaulieu so the 
UK had its share.    Locally?  Well, here are some snippets 
of pictures and stories that you may have missed from the 
Basinga over the past couple of months.

Firstly, there have been copious amounts of butterflies about 
because of the very warm conditions earlier on. Brimstone, 
Red Admiral, Peacock, Holly Blue, Orange Tip, Comma, 
Meadow Browns, Large and Marbled Whites were all reported 
as well as the Marsh Fritillary snapped by Jim Andrews in the 
Millfield and the High Brown Fritillary captured by Penny 
Bourne at The Vyne (see attached).    More Cuckoos were heard 
this year since I don’t know when.  Now this may be because 
lots of you heard the same one at the same 
time or on successive days when it called, 
helped by the silence that befell the 
village.  Unusually however, a 
Cuckoo was photographed at 

close quarters, again by Jim Andrews, who had been asked 
to go and check on a bird that had crashed into a window at 
the home of Geoff and Rita Owen and was clearly out for the 
count.  Luckily, the bird was fine and recovered so “all’s well 
that ends well” and we got to see one of nature’s laziest but 
cleverest nest parasites in all its glory.

One assumes that this bird, and other Cuckoos, did find a 
foster nest hereabouts before fleeing back to Africa and that 
their offspring will have by now fledged.  Likewise, I’m pretty 
sure that the warm settled Spring meant a bumper breeding 
success for all of the varieties of Tits, Wrens, Blackbirds, 
Starlings and certainly members of the corvid families, ie 
Magpies, Jackdaws and Rooks.  I know because most of them 
seem to have been in my garden at 4.30am making enough 
din to wake me up.   So much so we resorted to taking in all 
the feeders at night so that the noisy bunch didn’t turn up 
early doors to gorge on our generosity! 

Hedgehogs have made a welcome recovery around our 
gardens and I’ve received many messages from people 
reporting seeing them. Likewise, slow-worms seem to have 
made a resurgence too, again probably due to the lovely 
spring we’ve enjoyed.  Frogs haven’t fared so well however 
with few reports of spawn being found in garden ponds.  I 
suspect this is down to the ‘beast from the east’ last year that 
hit the UK around spawning time killing thousands of frogs 
and destroying their eggs so clearly their distribution numbers 
are somewhat reduced.

All in all, I’d say that 2020 will go down as a chastening 
experience for the human race but as a huge success for the 
animal kingdom. 

Taking positivity wherever possible though, perhaps we will 
have a greater appreciation of what we have around us and, 
who knows, a new-found interest or hobby that is of course, 
completely free.

Best wishes, Rick Bourne-Nature Notes and Bird Drop-Ins 
(07900 648675) 

rickbourne@yahoo.com

Ensure Security Systems

Friendly, reliable, local, family-run
All makes of locks fi tted and repaired
uPVC door and window repairs
Secondary and garage security
24hr emergency service
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NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

NO VAT 

OAP DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES

www.ensurelocks.co.uk

Call David on 01256 411522

01256 358940
07780 990361

OB
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BB
CONTRACTORS IN COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FENCING

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

FENCING

fencing@bobberryfencing.co.uk
Braeside, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LP

GARDEN • FIELD • SECURITY • ANIMAL PROOFING • GATES

Over thirty five years of experience • Free estimates & advice
LANDSCAPING
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I had occasion to drive through Old Basing yesterday 
(end of June) and was amazed to see the Scarecrows 
and figures in many houses.  We particularly liked 
Humpty Dumpty on the wall (or rather fence). 

Well pretty much most of the content for my Spring 
News went straight out the window with the onset of the 
corona virus.  It is quite difficult to let you know what will 
be happening within the NGS by the time you read this.  
But unless there is another spike in the virus and we have 
to go into lockdown, you can rest assured that some of 
the Hampshire gardens will be opening their gates to the 
general public, in some shape or form. 
We do currently have some gardens opening, but with 
restrictions to meet the Government Guidelines.

Tickets must be purchased online www.ngs.org.uk  (this 
is extremely easy to do). There will be timed slots of maybe 
1hr, 1.5hrs or even 2 hrs. There will be a limited number of 
visitors per timed slot - depending on the size of the garden.  
After your allotted time, you should leave the garden and 
there will be a 15 minute change over period before the 
next visitors arrive. There will be no refreshments or facilities.  
Social Distancing should be adhered to. 

There may be plant sales, and payment would probably be 
in an honesty bucket. 

I have spoken to both Garden Owners and Visitors, and both 
groups are extremely pleased with the way things are going.  

The gardens are very popular and the visitors appreciate 
being able to visit gardens in a safe environment. 
Our website offers many interesting topics and messages 
from some pretty influential people. By clicking on the links 
you can listen to messages from:- 

Prince Charles (our Patron) 
https://ngs.org.uk/national- gard
en%e2%80%afscheme%e2%80
%afpatron-the-prince-of-wales-
releases-a-video-message-of-
congratulation-and-support/ 

Mary Berry (our President) 
https://ngs.org.uk/mary-berry-
launches-support-our-gardens-
appeal-for-national-garden-
scheme/  

Rachel de Thame (an Ambassador) 
https://ngs.org.uk/rachel-de-thame-
launches-gardens-and-health-week-
for-the-national-garden-scheme/  

Alan Titchmarsh 
(an avid supporter) 
https://ngs.org.uk/alan-titchmarsh-
lends-his-support-to-the-national-
garden-scheme-and-its-nursing-
beneficiaries/  

Alan gives us a glimpse of his very private 
garden in Hampshire to show his support 
Hopefully you will manage to find time to 
watch some of the messages from some 
of our supporters and more importantly 
start to enjoy visiting our Open Gardens 
again. 

I wish you all well - keep safe. 

Best Wishes 
Pat Beagley (Publicity) 
National Garden Scheme - Hampshire 
pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk

No Job Too Small…No Tree Too Tall!

Overland  Environmental Services Ltd
We are a Fully Insured, Quali�ed, Fast, 

Reliable and Professional Service

T: 01189 814297
E: info@overland-es.com 

W: www.overland-es.com 

Site Clearance
Tree Removal
Crown Reductions
Crown Thinning

Scrub Clearance
Tree and Hedge Planting
Pest Control
Commercial Grass Cutting

National Garden Scheme 
IN HAMPSHIRE

NACS REG 99/483

WWW.IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 

GREAT CARE TAKEN
PROMPT PERSONAL SERVICE

CALL FOR ADVICE

IAN GAY
CHIMNEY SWEEP

INFO@IANGAYCHIMNEYSWEEP.CO.UK 

TEL: 01256 398887

EST 35 YEARS  

Adults RecipeSmoked Haddock and Mashed Potato pie (Marcia Waters)
You will need
One packet of smoked Cod mine has two fillets.
2 Jacket potatoes boiled.
Grated cheese.
Method
Cooked Haddock fillets in a little milk and water.
When cooked flake fish and check for any bones.
When potatoes are cooked mash with a little butter and milk. 
I add some black pepper.
Mix potatoes and fish together and place into oven proof dish.
Sprinkle a little grated cheese on the top.
Place in the oven 180deg for around 25 mins , until golden brown on the top , 
please keep a check on the oven.
Serve with a choice of vegetables of your choice.

This is made using the all-in-one method. You will need:
FOR THE SPONGES
•   225 g (8 oz) softened butter
•    225 g (8 oz) caster sugar
•    4 large eggs
•    225 g (8 oz) self-raising flour
•    2 level tsp baking powder
•    Raspberry or strawberry jam to fill cakes
•    2 x 20cm (8in) greased and lined sandwich tins.

Strawberry & Kiwi Victoria Gateau  (Sandy Scott) Mary Berry!
with a nod to

METHOD: 
Pre-heat the oven to 180°C/Fan 160°C/gas 4. Grease two sandwich tins 
then line the base of each tin with baking parchment. (I use the bought 
parchment baking cases as I find the cake rises more evenly at the sides).
Measure the butter, sugar, eggs, flour and baking powder into a large 
bowl and beat until thoroughly blended. Divide the mixture evenly 
between the tins and level out. Bake in the pre-heated oven for about 
25 minutes or until well risen and the tops of the cakes spring back when 
lightly pressed with a finger. Leave to cool in the tins for a few minutes 
then turn out, peel off the parchment and finish cooling on a wire rack.
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01256 325015
07701 088979

• Maintenance Free
• No More Cracked 
   Cement With Dry   
   Verge, Gable Ends &
   Ridge Tiles
• UPVC, Fascias, Soffits 
   & Guttering
• Moss Removal From 
   Roofs
• Garage Roofs   
   Renewed or Repaired
• All Roofing Work, Big 
   or Small

We can now 
upgrade your con-
servatory roof to give 
you an easier living 
space all year round 
with roof installation.

Making it warmer in 
the winter, cooler in 
summer and quieter 
in bad weather.

20% OFF Fascias, Soffits & Guttering
if you spend £700 or more

ROOFING SOLUTIONS
Est 1995

T: 0118 9888 250
M: 07857 616152

E: roofingsolutions123@mail.com

Google us:
‘Roo�ng Solutions Reading’ 

5 � rated

FREE
Estimates & Quotations

M

LAMINATE FLOORING – LUXURY VINYL TILE
QUALITY CARPETS - VINYL

With over 30 years’ experience in Fitting Carpets, 
Vinyls & many other floor coverings.

We are sure we can advise you on picking the best 
products for your home with our full estimating 

and fitting service.

Tel: 01256 882249 • Email: loddonmillcarpets@mail.com
Website: www.loddonmillcarpets.com 

Sher�eld Garden Centre, Wildmoor Lane, Sher�eld on Loddon, RG27 0HL

Within the Old Basing and Lychpit 
Parish Council area is the Old Basing 
Conservation Area, where for cultural 
and heritage reasons, stronger rules 
for planning and tree preservation 
apply.  For instance, in a Conservation 
Area, all trees with a trunk diameter 
greater than 7.5cm (3”), when 
measured at 1.5m from ground level, 
are protected.  Permission is needed 
to do work on these.  Additionally, 
within the Conservation Area there is a 
requirement to preserve the character 
of the area.  If proposals are out of 
keeping, they will be resisted.  This will 
include fencing and hedges, with or 
without a tree as part of it. You should 
seek planning permission for work 
beyond normal maintenance.
Outside the Conservation Area trees 
with a TPO (Tree Preservation Order) 
need consent to cut down or do 
work on them.   You may be asked to 
plant a replacement tree of a similar 
species in the same location.  If a tree 
is not subject to a TPO and is not in a 
Conservation Area, then you would 
not be required to seek permission. 
However, there is legislation to protect 
wildlife, e.g. bird nesting season.  
If you need to prune or remove 
a protected tree or a tree in the 
Conservation Area, then there are 
occasions when you may do so without 
permission, for example a dead or 
dangerous tree.
Unless it is an emergency, you must 
notify the Borough Council in writing 
before carrying out the work. You will 
be asked to provide evidence.  You 

are advised to use a professional tree 
surgeon and take photographs where 
possible. It is the owner’s responsibility 
to manage and keep his or her trees in 
good condition.
The law allows you to remove back to 
the actual boundary line (projected 
up into the airspace over the line) any 
branches overhanging your property.  
You must offer the pruning’s to the 
owner of the trees/hedge.

There is legislation to prevent excessive 
shade cast by evergreens, such as 
Leylandii, or semi-evergreen hedges.  
No maximum height is given, and each 
case is assessed on its merits.  However, 
if you are troubled by a neighbour’s 
hedge, before making a complaint to 
the Council, you need to be able to 
show that you have taken reasonable 
steps to resolve the situation yourself.  
Under normal circumstances removal 
of your own leylandii will not be 
contested by the Council.  In most 
cases it is good practice to keep hedge 
heights below 2 metres.
Trees close to roads need to be 
managed to make sure that they do 
not cause a danger to people, vehicles, 

and neighbouring properties. The 
Borough manages trees growing on 
highways land. That means trees on 
public roads, pathways and generally 
(but not always) the verges beside 
them. The Borough Council will, as part 
of this maintenance, prune back these 
trees and although residents may be 
informed, objections will be dismissed if 
there are safety concerns.  We should all 
be aware that safety must be a priority 
so trees encroaching over the Highway 
must  be managed. 

The Council do not manage trees on 
private property.  The landowner, or 
occupier, is responsible for these.  The 
Council may give notice to the owner, 
or occupier, to take the necessary action 
to manage dangerous or overgrown 
hedges and trees obstructing the 
pathway or highway views.
You can plant any tree in a domestic 
garden but always be aware of the 
species, its growth rate, ultimate size, 
and possible root damage to buildings.  
All too often we see applications for 
tree work where the owner, or previous 
owner, has planted “that lovely little 
willow” that has got out of hand.  Seek 
help from a professional if you are not 
sure.  The right tree in the right place will 
save a lot of problems a few years down 
the line. 
Comprehensive guidance is available 
on the Borough Council website.  The 
Council Tree Officer is also available to 
help.

Cllr Peter Bloyce
Parish Council Planning Chairman 

The Parish Council Planning Committee has received a high number of 
applications for tree work and removal recently.   

Tree Preservation and Management
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Email: info@jdbcontractors.co.uk

0118 973 3943

Tree Surgery • Hedge Maintenance
Stump Grinding • Firewood

Garden Mulch • 10 million insurance
Call for a free no obligation quotation 

Old Basing and Lychpit Sports Clubs
 OLD BASING ARCHERS

Old Basing Archers hosted some of the country’s top 
archers at the magnificent Battle of Basing indoor 
competition in The Court Hotel 22nd and 23rd of 
February. We, like the rest of the sports world looked 
forward to a long and successful summer season. 

Then came the shutdown due to Covid-19 and all our 
equipment and abilities were put on hold. As 
things have gradually moved to our new 
normal, we were able to start shooting 
again on the 29th May with strict hygiene 
and social distancing protocols in place. 
It is alien and after a long layoff, the 
shooting line is alive with muttering 
and disappointed groans as our 
muscles try to remember what to do. 

As our governing Body Archery GB 
relaxed some of the more stringent 
practices, we were able to run our 53rd 
Birthday Shoot on Sunday 2nd August with a 
waiting list in case anyone dropped out. There was 
even a long-standing club record smashed on the day. It 
is wonderful to see smiling archers back on the Rec. 
Sadly it is unlikely that we will hold the world record 
status Siege shoot this year as the numbers of Olympians, 
Paralympians, Invictus athletes and top archers would 
exceed the boundaries of social distancing. Come and see 
it in 2021, it really is spectacular.

Archery is a great form of exercise with stretching 
muscles, a gentle walk to the target, and then the 
calisthenics as you bend down to pick your arrow out of 
the grass. Although we have had to cancel the beginners’ 

courses this year, we look forward to them starting again 
next year. If you are interested why not sign up.

Penny Jubin
Old Basing Archers

Back in early March, the members of Old Basing 
Tennis Club were looking forward to the start of the 
outdoor tennis season and the beginning of our 
year of celebration as 2020 sees the club achieving 
its 90th year since it was founded. But the lockdown 
happened and the courts were out of bounds and 
empty for months with no play allowed, which was 
ironic, as the weather was lovely!

Then with the gradual lifting of lockdown, tennis was one 
of the few outdoor sports that was allowed and it’s been 
a real boost for the club. Recent weeks have seen glorious 
weather and our membership has risen with people 
wanting to get out in the fresh air, playing tennis and 
talking to others from a safe distance- all easily done on a 
tennis court.

The Club has seen new families joining, as well as couples 
and people who usually play at indoor sports facilities 
that are still closed. We introduced a court booking 
system, so you will always have a court to play on. And 
many mornings and evenings there is a buzz of activity 
with all four courts being used for social play, as league 
matches are not allowed yet and lots of tennis coaching 
has been going on too.

We hope we can hold our 90th anniversary celebrations 
later this year, but in the meantime, if you’d like to play 
some tennis and meet some new people (from a social 
distance of course), come and join us at Old Basing Tennis 
Club, Riley Lane, opposite the Bolton Arms pub. We’d love 
to see you on court soon.
Website     Clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub
Email          obtc.information@gmail.com
Facebook  Old Basing Tennis Club
Coaching  BJTcoaching@gmail.com

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB – What a difference a lockdown 
makes at Old Basing Tennis Club!

OLD BASING 
BOWLS CLUB

Hosting the Best

Summer 2020
The Covid – 19 pandemic has thrown up some 
significant issues for us this summer, though we have 
bounced back to provide a good experience for our 
75 members. 

We were not allowed to reopen until late May and by this 
time all of the local leagues and competitions had been 
cancelled for 2020. The positive side to this was that the 
bowling green had a good “rest” and the groundsmen had 
a chance to improve our playing surface to be the best it 
has been for several years!

Following Bowls England advice we adopted a new online 
booking system so as limit the number of members at 
the Club and thus ensure appropriate social distancing. 
We have limited games to singles and pairs play and also 
decided not to open the bar or changing rooms. 

Members have bought into this very well – with nearly 300 
rink bookings up to the end of July – equating to nearly 1000 
individual visits! Some internal competitions and weekend 
social bowling events have also been put in place. Though 
our Club tour to Eastbourne had to be cancelled, it has 
already been put in place again for 2021.

We are pleased to have taken on a small number of new 
players, though we were closed during the key time for 
membership recruitment. A grant bid was paced with the 
e Sport England Emergency Fund and we were delighted 
to receive £2,000 to cover our losses in income for the May 
– July period – at the time of writing we are the only Bowls 
club in Basingstoke to have received this funding.

Malcolm Christian
Chairman, Old Basing Bowls Club
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DC ih l ren’s CoRner

Summer Hunt Checklist

Solutions on p32 

Summer Walk
Summer Colouring

Summer Code Breaking
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Internal and external 
works undertaken

Tel: 01256 467 901
Mob: 07748 808069

W.T. HILL
PAINTER & DECORATOR

 

 
Chartered Building Surveyors & Expert Witness 

Friendly, family run local business 
 

Building 
Surveys 

 
Planning Applications  

& Drawings 

 
RICS Homebuyer

Reports  
 

 

T: 01256 589824 M: 07931 288526  
E: info@mcrobertstabback.co.uk  
W: www.mcrobertstabback.co.uk  

Looking for
independent �nancial
advice you can trust?

* Family Wealth Preservation

*  Wealth Management

*  Tax Planning

*  Protection Planning

*  Retirement Planning

*  Mortgages
The value of investment can fall as well as rise. You may not get back what you invest. 
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up payments on your mortgage. 
There is normally a fee for advising on and/or arraning a mortgage, the precise amount will 
depend on your circumstances but we estimate that it will be £495.

We’ll help you create, increase and
protect your wealth. Our personal
service is designed to build a shared
understanding of your wealth
objectives and to translate these
ambitions into reality

To �nd out more, please call

01276 34932

01276 34932

www.s4financial.co.uk

call 01256 817640
Worting Park · Basingstoke · Hants · RG23 8PX

email info@wortinghouse.co.uk

www.wortinghouse.co.uk

A great working environment for any business

SERVICED OFFICES

Parkland location in Basingstoke
Friendly reception and secretarial services

Meeting and Training rooms
Broadband internet access • Flexible terms
Plenty of parking  • Offices available now

Virtual Office services • Drop-in zone

WORTING HOUSE

Certified

Your Water Companies Schemes and Support
Priority Services Register
We offer extra assistance through our Priority Services Register, 
which is free to join.

Who is eligible for this scheme?
We offer a range of special services – not only for those with mobility 
restrictions, but also for our customers who are deaf, blind, disabled 
or suffering from a long or short term illness.

How will this scheme help?
Special services include:
•  Giving you warning of planned work which may interrupt 
 your water supply.
•  Giving you priority treatment should your water supply be 
 interrupted (we aim to arrange an alternative source as 
 quickly as possible, and will often hand-deliver bottled 
 drinking water to our customers with mobility issues).
•   Important information being sent in an easier format, such 
 as easy-to-read large print or the spoken word.
•   The ability to choose your own spoken or written password 
 for our staff to use so that customers can identify them if we 
 need to call at your home.
•   Receive information about specialist organisations which 
 are able to provide advice on water applications and 
 appliances around your home.
•    If English isn’t your first language we may be able to help 
 you with our interpretation Service.

Support Schemes We Offer
WaterSure Tariff
This can help by putting a cap on your metered water charges. To 
qualify for the WaterSure Tariff, you must meet 
the following criteria:

You must be supplied by a water meter.
You must be in receipt of a qualifying benefit and use more water 
due to one of the following:
1.   Having a large family (3 or more individuals in the property under the 
age of 19 for which someone in the house is claiming child benefit for).
2.   Having a medical condition that requires additional usage. 
Support tariffs
Each Water company offers support tariffs – to help customers that 
are struggling financially. They can help by reducing future bills.
The schemes vary but all are aimed at those customers on lower 
incomes and / or benefits. There are various tariffs related to household 
income below £16,105 (excluding certain disability benefits)
Customers with arrears should contact their water provider as early 
as possible to find out what support is available and what options 
there are to help with costs.
To apply please contact your water provider or check their website

Saving Water and Money
South East Water are committed to helping their customers be more 
water efficient; helping the environment whilst saving money. We 
may also offer free water saving devices such as tap inserts.

Contact your water provider or check their website to find out more
www.southeastwater.co.uk
Billing / Account enquiries: 0333 000 0001
Lines are open Monday to Friday between 8am - 7pm, and Saturdays 
between 8am and 1pm

Customer Care Team:
customer.care@southeastwater.co.uk   0800 952 4000
Lines are open Monday to Friday between 8am - 7pm.
Or write to: South East Water Customer Care, 
Rocfort Road, Snodland, Kent, ME6 5AH

DC ih l ren’s CoRner
A N S W E R S

1. 9 5. 300 

2. 50 6.  4

3. 700 7.  2,000

4. 9,000 8.  80

Summer Hunt Checklist

Summer Code Breaking
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Meeting & Party venues in Old Basing & Lychpit 
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all types of parties 
and meetings and other group events. For information on any of the venues contact the Parish Office via 
the contact form on the website, by email to clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847

Old Basing Village Hall
& Frank Goddard Room
This modern, well maintained
venue is perfect for weddings
and birthday parties
from 1 to 100 consisting of
three halls that can adapt to
most group needs.The hall is 
fully licensed with broadband 
facility, a stage and a large 
well-equipped kitchen.
The hall hosts many groups 
throughout the week such as 
ballet classes, nursery school, 
table tennis, archery, line 
dancing and pilates.
The weekend is kept free for
one-off bookings such as 
weddings, parties, christenings etc. and we also hold jumble sales, 
scouting and guides events, quiz nights, religious services, blood 
donation sessions, flower shows, pantomimes, charity functions - 
in fact celebrations of all kinds.

In addition to the main hall,
the FRANK GODDARD ROOM
is a modern meeting room
accessed by a flight of stairs
and located at the rear of
the hall. It has a separate 
entrance and access to a small
kitchenette.

The Main Hall can be adapted
for 50 to 200 people and the 
Frank Goddard Room is suitable 
for up to 30 people.

Our committee of volunteers
has maintained a wonderful
facility for all to enjoy with
disabled access and toilet.
Special rates are offered to 
parishioners.

*  If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Sandie Rice on 07544 289932. 
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable for 
groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note: limited 
parking 
* Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Parish Meeting Room

For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx 50.
*  Cat via email Beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

The Beddington Centre

Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people
*  John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Cricket Club

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor, 
available for all types of gatherings, such as weddings, funeral wakes, 
children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity 120. Also 
available are two board/meeting rooms, each with tea and coffee 
making facilities and wi-fi.
*  socialclubentertainments@gmail.com 
01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Old Basing Royal British Legion

Lychpit Community Hall is a lovely Grade II Listed barn with oak beams 
and flooring.  It is a popular venue for children’s parties and provides 
a unique setting for intimate wedding receptions and other family 
events. The hall will seat up to 80 in a formal setting or 100 guests for 
an informal buffet or party.  There is a small fully-equipped kitchen 
off the entrance foyer and a separate accessible toilet with baby 
changing facilities.  The hall is fully licensed for entertainment and the 
sale of alcohol.

A small meeting room ideal for one-to-one meetings is also available to 
hire separately during the week.

We currently have space for regular groups during the day on all 
weekdays.  To check availability visit the Parish Council website www.
oldbasing.gov.uk where you will find Lychpit Community Hall listed un-
der Venues for Hire.  Weekends are generally reserved from mid-day for 
party bookings, although full day events/workshops will be considered.

   Regular activities include:

 Monday
 Yogababes  
 Infinite Harmony Yoga
 Lisa Jane School of Dance
 Old Basing Karate

 Tuesday 
 Basing Beans
 Pilates 
 Lychpit Rainbows 
 Lychpit Brownies
 KAP Workshop 

 Wednesday
 Daisy Foundation
 Lisa Jane School of Dance

 Thursday
 Drama Tots 
 Lisa Jane School of Dance
  
To enquire about hiring Lychpit Hall contact the Parish Office either 
via the contact form on our website www.oldbasing.gov.uk, by email 
to lychpithall@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847 (morn-
ings only or leave a voicemail).

Our newly refurbished Pavilion 
Tea Room overlooks the recreation 
ground in Old Basing and is ideal 
for smaller groups and parties 
for approximately 20 people 
or for sports groups providing 
refreshments to spectators.  The 
Tea Room now boasts a brand new 
self-contained kitchen with serving 
hatch, fridge, microwave and 
dishwasher. For sports groups, there 
are two separate changing rooms 
at the rear providing changing and 
shower facilities plus an individual 
referee’s changing room and shower, 
all are accessible from the tea room. 
The Tea Room is easily accessible for 
wheelchair users with a permanent 
ramp and designated wider door.

Pavilion Tea Room

Located above the Parish Office, this newly refurbished meeting room 
is equipped with WiFi, projector and flip charts and will seat up to 20 
people for boardroom style meetings or training events.  Alternatively, 
the easily foldable tables and stacking chairs can be stored to one side 
to leave space for other activities.  The adjacent kitchen area is ideal for 
preparation of light refreshments.
Free on-site parking is available at all the above facilities.

Pavilion Committee Room

Hall following refurbishmentLychpit Community Hall

Friday
Kids Kan Dance
Pilates
Yoga Blissapline 
(twice monthly) 
The Loft Music Night 
(last Friday monthly)

Saturday
British Wheel of Yoga  
Yoga with Christine

Sunday 
Infinite Harmony Yoga  
 
  

Lychpit Hall Committee Room

The beautiful ruins of Basing House are managed by Hampshire 
Cultural Trust andwe are pleased to offer a range of venue hire options 
for your special event.

Great Barn
A fabulous location for your event, 
marriage or civil partnership ceremony 
and is available any day including 
weekends. The spectacular Tudor Great 
Barn, proudly showing its Civil War 
battle scars, is over 37m (120ft) long, 
13m (43ft) high and 10.6m (35ft) wide 
and will accommodate 600 people 
standing, around 300 for meetings or 
conferences, and 250 for seated parties 
and wedding celebrations.

Walled Garden
The Walled Garden is a beautiful and unusual place to hold events 
and parties. Surrounded by the original Tudor walls the reconstructed 
Jacobean style knot garden offers ample space for large marquees 
and performances and is available any day including weekends for 
hire. Small intimate wedding ceremonies can take place in the Garden 
Museum for up to 30 guests.

Courtyard
The farm yard at Basing 
House is an excellent space 
for outdoor events. Cover is 
available under the Shelter 
Sheds, the Great Barn 
makes a fabulous backdrop 
and the spaces are 
available any day including 
weekends for your special 
event. Outdoor wedding 
ceremonies can take place 
under the cart shed in the 
meadow for up to 120 
guests.

Learning/Community 
Room
A bright space equipped with an interactive white board, underfloor 
heating, coffee and tea making facilities and small kitchenette. Ideal 
for business meetings, talks and presentations, craft activities or 
workshops and is available any day including weekends. The space is 
12.2m x 4.9m with a max capacity of 35 when seated.
We have no restrictions on suppliers at Basing House, you are welcome 
to hire your own caterers and industry specialists or even go DIY to 
create your perfect day the choice really is yours. Whatever your event 
our friendly and passionate events team will support you from first 
enquiry to final take down. We cannot wait to hear from you.

* For more information please visit our website 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing house or call Hannah Miles on 
01256 639564 or by email hannah.miles@hampshireculturaltrust.
org.uk. Alternatively please contact us at Basing House on 01256 
463965 during opening times

Basing House
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01256 819785 • 07970 454226

discount
for OAPs

10%

20 years of experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Professional Oven, Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Call today for a free no-obligation quote!
01256 633 683
info@squeekyklean.co.uk
www.squeekyklean.co.uk 

• Non-Toxic & Non-Caustic Cleaning  
Products Used

• Spot Stain Removal
•  Cigarette/Animal Odour Neutralisation

• Stain Protection

¦ ©

Local Family Business

01256 357923

CROOMBS 
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

Installations, repairs and maintenance to
industrial, commercial and domestic premises

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE www.croombs.co.uk

Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control

Portable Appliance Testing

CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION  
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON  

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472 

THINKING ABOUT 
SECURITY?  

 

WHY NOT CALL 

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family 
owned & run security systems installation   
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and 
maintain alarms for both residential & commer-
cial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit 
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security 
products to the highest industry standards. We 
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete 
peace of mind.  
 

Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully          
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub           
contractors, plus you own your system so...   
                               NO monthly fees! 
 Find us at www.careguard.co.uk 

Edith, 3, making the most of the winter sunshine to build a den in the OBVNS garden 

We help utilise the 
lost space in your 
loft space with quick 
and affordable loft 
access and storage 
solutions.

OUR SPECIALIST SERVICES
•  Loft ladders & loft hatches
•  Boarding, lighting & insulation

YOUR PEACE OF MIND
•  Professional & friendly
•  No fuss or mess
•  Min. 5 year ladder guarantee

HUGE BENEFITS
•  De-clutter your home
• Create up to a third more space
•  Gain safe & easy loft access

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

01256 688648
Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

CREATING 
SPACE THE 

 
EASY WAY!

THE BARBERSHOP
HACKWOOD ROAD LTD

Traditional Barbershop 
established for over 50 years

3 Chair Salon
Air Conditioned

Free Customer Parking Adjacent to the Shop

Opening Times: 
Monday – Tuesday: 8:30am til 

5pm
Wednesday: Closed

Thursday-Friday: 8:30am til 5pm
Saturday: 7am til 12 Midday

Tel: 07463367536
Email: simon@the-barbershop.co.uk
Website: www.the-barbershop.co.uk
Barbershop, Basingstoke, RG21 3AE

(Located next to the War Memorial Park entrance)

www.the-barbershop.co.uk

Autumn at Basing House
After such a difficult spring and summer for 
so many Basing House is delighted to be open 
for the autumn and we hope to see many 
people enjoying the site and the beautiful 
autumn colour around the grounds. 
This autumn we will also be celebrating one of the most 
important parts of the sites long history. Going back 
to the beginning with a weekend celebrating all things 
Norman on 17th & 18th October. We are delighted to 
have the Norman re-enactment group Historia Normannis 
coming to Basing House along with Chalice Mead 
and others joining us for our first Norman Weekend. 

Basing House will remain open till 1st November this year 
and during the last week of opening we will be celebrating 
Halloween with our Halloween Spooktacular from 28th 
October. The site will be open Wednesdays to Sundays 

throughout the autumn from 11am till 4pm with special 
evening opening during the Spooktacular for our Ghost Tours! 
Our final event of the year will be the return of the popular 

annual Christmas Fair the perfect place for seasonal 
shopping and festive joy. The fair will take place on Saturday 
28th November this year and will be in the Tudor Great Barn 
and adjoining court yard shelters. 

If you would like further details about any of our events 
please visit our website https://www.hampshireculture.
org.uk/basing-house or contact Hannah at hannah.
miles@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk. We look forward to 
welcoming you back to Basing House soon. 
Stay safe and stay well. 

Complete Pest Solutions provides professional pest and 
vermin control for all property types.

If you are experiencing problems with pests in 
your home, office, shop or restaurant then please 
do not hesitate to contact us and we will provide

you with the correct service for your problem

The Barn Animal Hospital
The only Small Animal Hospital in the Basingstoke area.

W: www.barnvets.co.uk

T: 01256 329 522   E: reception@barnvets.co.uk

A: Paynes Meadow, Lychpit, Basingstoke, RG24 8AD

Our friendly caring team welcomes new clients and 
their pets to our purpose-built veterinary hospital 
with 24 hour on-site nursing care.

• Vaccinations

• Puppy parties

• Pet passports

• Neutering

• Microchipping

• In-house laboratory

• Ultrasound, ECG

• X-ray & dental X-ray

• Endoscope

• Veterinary ambulance 

NEW PATIENTS
WELCOME
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News from St Mary’s CE Junior School
What an unusual time we found ourselves in at school during the summer term. 

At the start of lockdown we remained open to offer child 
care for pupils of key workers and for our vulnerable pupils. 
During March and April, this group of children attended school 
working with our dedicated team of teachers and support 
staff.   This was a strange time for them as the school setting 
was very different, however they showed 
the resilience and positive attitude that we 
always see from the children in our wonderful 
community. Fun topic led days were planned 
for them with activities ranging from indoor 
bowling to smoothie making.      
School remained open throughout the 
Easter and half term holidays. The Easter 
and VE bank holidays could not go without 
celebration. An Egg hunt and VE themed 
lunch was enjoyed by the children attending 
on these days.  Thank you to our staff who 
continued to work throughout these holiday 
periods.          
From June the 1st, following government 
guidance, we were delighted to be able to 
welcome back our Year 6 cohort. National 
figures showed that many Year 6 pupils 
had not returned to their education setting, 
however we were thrilled to welcome back 
over 93% of our Year 6 pupils who worked 
within new smaller class ‘bubbles’. Again 
these children returned to school full of 
enthusiasm, showing a great strength of 
character.  

Groups of mixed year key worker and 
vulnerable children continued to attend 
school during this time until the end of July.  
They enjoyed week long topics based around 
a variety of themes. To name just a few we 
had a Pirate week, Sports week and a Space 
week where Oreo Cookies were used to 
model phases of the moon - I think that this 
was a highlight for most of the children!     
Over the summer term children who were 
unable to return to school continued to 
access home learning packs provided by 
the school.  We were all impressed with the quality of work 
produced at home and teachers enjoyed receiving emails and 
photographs of what was being done. Thanks has to go to all 
of our parents who supported their children at home during 
what was a difficult time for many. 

A highlight for St Mary’s every year is our annual sports day. 
This still went ahead at the end of June – just with a difference. 
Children in school competed in a range of activities within 

their bubbles and children at home created their own sports 
days. Some families met outdoors and held their own socially 
distanced sports days and others used things at home to 
create obstacle courses and other events in the garden. It 
was lovely to see pictures of all family members participating. 

This event was held to also raise money for 
The Ark Cancer Charity, thank you to all who 
donated to this great cause.       
We now find ourselves back at school for 
the start of the Autumn term.  At the time of 
writing we are still awaiting guidance from 
the government as to how schools should 
reopen after the Summer holidays.  Hopefully 
we have welcomed back all children into 
their own class bubbles. 
The start of the school year always begins 
with a focus on our school values, hope, 
compassion, responsibility, perseverance, 
respect, curiosity and our overarching theme 
of One Family; I am sure that you would agree 
all values that our community has needed to 
uphold over the last 6 months.  

Our new Year 3 intake are embarking on a 
History topic, finding out about life during the 
Stone, Bronze and Iron age.  We are looking 
forward to a visit from Iron Age Matt for some 
warrior training at the end of the term.  The 
Savage Saxons are the focus for Year 4 and 
hopefully a trip to Oxenwood education 
centre will help to bring this topic alive. In Year 
5 pupils are currently learning about our local 
history and in particular the significance of 
Old Basing house.  Entertainment is the theme 
for Year 6 this term. They will be entering the 
world of Shakespeare during the Elizabethan 
times and then they will be learning about 
entertainment in the 20th century.  
It looks set to be a busy term at St Mary’s, 
classrooms may be set up a little differently 
and we may not be able to hold some of our 
usual whole school events, however we strive 
to keep the learning engaging for all our pupils 
and make sure that the school is a fun and safe 

place to come.

Thank you to all of our staff at St Mary’s who continue to 
work for the best for all the children and thank you to our 
parents who continue to support their children and the 
school. Particularly thank you to those parents who have sent 
messages of support and thanks over the last few months.
We look forward to seeing what this year will bring - hopefully 
it will be less disruptive for us all. 

Our weekly cleaning service is from £29.95 for 2 hours,
all inclusive - no hidden costs

jonathan@jcooklandscapes.co.uk 

BASINGSTOKE
1 Buckland Parade, Buckland Road, RG22 6JW
01256 351606
funeralcare.co.uk

 

Pre-paid funeral plans
Free bereavement centre
24 hour service

Despite the Coronavirus we have continued to remain open 
for keyworker and vulnerable children and in the past half 
term we have welcomed Year R back. Bubble life in school is 
a new chapter punctuated with fun, laughter and plenty of 
handwashing! 

The children have settled very well into new routines and 
have taken the changes all in their stride. They have made 
new friendships, re-kindled old ones and been working 
alongside different staff members. As usual the children 
have had the chance to have a say in what they are learning 
and topics which have been covered range from ‘Under the 
Sea’ where the children created their own sea creatures for 
each layer of the ocean to ‘Dinosaurs’ where some suspicious 
markings and CCTV was uncovered by Year R!

Looking forward to the next academic year and children 
have been told which class they are in next year and socially 
distanced transition activities have begun. It’s been a very 
peculiar time but all the staff here have been so impressed 
with how the whole school community has responded to 
such a time. We wish everyone a lovely summer break!
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Plumbing & Heating

All Aspects of Gas, Plumbing  
& Heating Works Undertaken  

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Installations  

Free Quotations 

Showroom & Office  
32 Oakley Lane 

Oakley  
RG23 7JY 

01256 782410 / 07968 808454 

info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk 
www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

9 6 5 1 9

Village Café
To say 2020 has been a strange year, is an understatement. From out of the blue we were faced with 
a deadly virus raging through not only the UK, but the whole world. The cases grew day by day to 
horrendous numbers and life became very different for us all. 
No longer could we safely go about our daily lives and before 
we knew it, lockdown rules were in place and we were 
confined to our homes. All of us have faced our own personal 
challenges during this time, to have our lives turned upside 
down overnight is not an easy thing to get used to and I’m 
sure many have suffered from the isolation and loneliness 
confinement has bought. 
Sadly the Village Café has been closed to our lovely 
customers for many months and we have missed welcoming 
you all on a Friday afternoon. It has been very difficult for 
everyone especially as the café’s main aim is to provide a 
friendly place for our community, to welcome you with 
a smile and provide company to those amongst us who 
are lonely. You have all been in our thoughts over the past 
months and some of our volunteers have still been making 
cakes and delivering to their neighbours whilst others have 
been baking for their families. 
Some Government restrictions are slowly being eased but it 
is still not safe for us to provide the service we would like. Be 
assured that as soon as it is possible to reopen the café safely, 
we will and will put in place as many extra measures as is 
necessary to keep both our volunteers and customers safe. 
Obviously, our fund raising for the AED installation has 
ground to a halt during this time but we will continue this 
as and when we are able. It would be lovely to reopen the 

cafe with a fabulous event to welcome you all back but at 
the moment, we are unable to plan anything. Our wonderful 
volunteers are all raring to get going again and greet you all 
but we are unsure of how and when this will be safe to do. 
Obviously, we will follow Government advice and guidelines 
as safety is our priority. We will keep you all updated via our 
Facebook page and articles in The Basinga and until we can 
all meet again in person, stay safe and well.

Revd Heather, vicar of St Mary’s, shares 
some reflections on the past few months
The impact of coronavirus on the church was unprecedented. The church cannot 
remember a time when it last closed its doors. Not even during the great wars did 
the worship in church buildings stop.

I still remember printing a set of ‘Worship at Home’ 
sheets prior to the service on Sunday 15th March. There 
had been rumours on the news that those who were 
vulnerable, including those over 70, might be told to 
self-isolate, and I wanted them to have something if they 
couldn’t get to church so as to join in from home.

In fact, by Sunday 22nd March (the day before Boris 
Johnson announced lockdown of the whole country) the 
Church of England had suspended public worship. It was 
Mothering Sunday and I remember anxiously preparing 
for my first Sunday leading worship by Facebook live.

We were self-isolating at the beginning as my husband 
had a cough. We were not able to leave the house for 
two weeks and I found that so hard. I realise that those 
who are shielding have made such a great sacrifice. I 
was amazed that my husband had got organised for 
celebrating Mothering Sunday while self-isolating. He had 
ordered a card online and picked some flowers from the 
garden with the children. I was so touched. 

That first Sunday service from the vicarage on Mothering 
Sunday was on the sofa in my study. It had over 600 views. 
It was a simple said service. 

Since then I have learned a lot about livestreaming. Our 
online services now include music, as well as audio and 
video clips from members of our worshipping community. 
During June, we were able to enjoy video sermons from 
several Bishops, as part of a series entitled Generous 
June. In July we had video clips in our services to learn 
more about the work of Christians Against Poverty (CAP), 
our charity of the month, who do amazing work to help 
people gripped by debt and bring them hope once again. 

Supporting others is something that we try to do as 
Christians. We have been working with Basingstoke 
Voluntary Action to support people in the community 
with food and prescriptions. We are one of many groups 
working to do this, alongside Street Champions, Good 
Neighbours, and the NHS first responders. 

We have also continued to collect for Basingstoke 
Foodbank, who have been doing amazing work during 
this pandemic. The Foodbank is run by Christians in the 
town, and the Vicarage doorstep is currently a collection 
point, along with the Co-op on Linden Avenue and Tesco 
at Chineham. 

We have been keeping in touch as a church community 
through a weekly bulletin that is sent out by email, or 

hand delivered to those without internet access. Anyone 
is welcome to sign up to the bulletin by contacting 
Debbie Filer (our administrator) or myself. We have also 
been keeping in touch with one another by phone, and 
coffee mornings over Zoom. 

Sadly we have had to postpone a number of baptisms and 
weddings that were due to take place over the summer. 
The number of funerals I was taking continued to be 
higher than average until early June, all of them being at 
the crematorium or the graveside. It has been so tough 
on families who are grieving, as they navigate all the 
restrictions that Covid has brought. 

In June, we were able to begin reopening the church 
for private prayer, and for people to light a candle. St 
Mary’s has offered a place of quiet, a place of sanctuary 
for so many years and I am delighted we can reopen the 
building again. 

As this goes to print, we are putting plans in place to 
look at restarting services in the church building. Even 
when services begin in church we plan to keep streaming 
them online too. We have learned a lot during this time. 
Our daily online services have been a wonderful way to 
include those who, for whatever reason, are unable to get 
to church regularly, and they have also been appreciated 
by some who would not usually come to church. 

You are all most welcome at St Mary’s: whether you come 
often or have never been before; whether you join us 
for services in person or online; whether you have much 
faith or little. We are here for the whole community. We 
continue to pray for the whole community.
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Childrens Recipes
Peanut Butter Cookies
Recipe courtesy of Chris Hall 
Photo of cookies tried and tested by the Hope family
This is an ideal recipe for young children to make – it is 
simple and takes very little time so they see quick results!  10 
tablespoons of peanut butter is the equivalent of a 340gr jar and 
the amount of sugar can be adjusted according to taste

10 tablespoons crunchy peanut butter 
10 tablespoons golden caster sugar
5 tablespoons plain flour
Half a teaspoon sodium bicarbonate
1 egg

Combine all the ingredients & mix to a dough. 
Divide & roll into 15 balls. Put on a greased & lined baking sheet(s). 
Bake at Gas mark 6, 200C, 
180C fan for 10 minutes 
(This may vary a minute or two 
depending on your oven). 

If cooked for too long they become 
biscuits which are nice but not as 
nice as the cookies.

Leave on the tray for a few minutes 
before transferring to a cooling rack.

07542 159914
07542 177152

Log
THE

Man
Quality seasoned firewood 

delivered to your door

To advertise please call
01843 269513

Layered Salad Pots

Ingredients:
350g pasta
200g green beans, trimmed and
chopped into short lengths
160g can tuna
4 tbsp mayonnaise
4 tbsp natural yogurt
½ small pack chives, snipped (optional)
200g cherry tomatoes, quartered
1 orange pepper
195g can sweetcorn, drained

Method:
1. Cook the pasta until it is still a little al dente 
 (2 mins less than the pack instructions) and drain well. 
2. Cook the green beans in simmering water for 2 mins, 
 then rinse in cold water and drain well. 
3. Mix the tuna with the mayonnaise and yogurt. 
 Add the chives, if using.
4. Tip the pasta into a large glass bowl or four small ones, ]
 or four wide-necked jars (useful for taking on picnics). 
5. Spoon the tuna dressing over the top of the pasta. 
 Add a layer of green beans, followed by a layer of cherry
 tomatoes, then the pepper and sweetcorn. 
6. Cover and chill until you’re ready to eat.




