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Assistant Clerk
In October we welcomed Kate Hope, the new Assistant Clerk.  
Kate has worked in the corporate sector before and is now 
turning to making a contribution in the community.  Kate 
lives nearby in Upton Grey, having previously been based in 
Little Basing.  Until recently, she was a Parent Governor at Old 
Basing Infants School for eight years: Kate knows our schools 
well, having three children at the local schools and pre-school.  
Kate will deal with matters relating to Planning Applications, 
Allotments, Cemetery and venue bookings.

Finance
We are the second largest ‘small local authority’ in the 
Basingstoke area; Tadley Town Council is the largest. 
 
Each Autumn, the Parish Council considers the budget, 
including the Precept (the annual charge that you, the 
electors, pay), for the next financial year.  Our main source of 
income is the Precept, which is collected for us by the Borough 
Council and passed to us in two annual instalments in April 
and September.  Our financial year runs from 1 April to the 
following 31 March.  So now, we are involved in agreeing the 
budget for the 2020/2021 year.

For the current 2019/2020 year, the Precept was set at 
£179,363, which for a Band D property is £1.10 per week.

Turnover at the Parish Council amounts to around £267,000 a 
year, which figure reflects the Precept income, the use of other 
income and set aside reserves as well.  A substantial amount of 
money is spent on what is called Facilities Management: Staff 
salaries, maintaining the Recreation Ground, machinery, the 
Cemetery and Lychpit Hall, which is leased to us by Hampshire 
County Council.

The Facilities Management Expenditure budget is currently 
£174,422.  When added to the amount of general expenditure 
and other incidentals, our running costs are £252,065.

Regarding income, other items are:  a grass cutting grant from 
the Borough Council of £20,989, Grant Aid of £11,088 for two 
litter wardens, anticipated income of £16,000 for hiring out 
Lychpit Hall, contributions from the clubs plus Burial Fees, 
Allotment Rents and rental income from the cottage on the 
Recreation Ground.  

The person who assists us with financial matters is Les Orvis, 
Finance Officer.  His dexterity with a budget spreadsheet 
shown to us as a slide show at meetings is something to be 

Chairman’s Foreword

Dog walking & Pet visits
Insured

DBS & DOG 1st AID TRAINED

Rocky’s
Rambles

Eclairespetcarefromurhome
0758  813  0799

Claire Salem

marvelled at!  We thank Les for his contribution.  Les is also a 
photographer and you will see his photograph on the front 
cover of this edition.

Alan Renwick 
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Parish Notes - WINTER 2019
CHANGES IN THE PARISH OFFICE
In September we said goodbye to Heather Mountford, 
after 11 years with the Parish Council.  Heather will now 
be devoting her time to voluntary work and her sporting 
activities.  We wish her well and are particularly grateful 
to her for staying on longer than planned to give us more 
time to recruit her replacement.  

WALK IN THE AUTUMN NEWSLETTER
The Village Hall Committee has expressed concern that 
the starting point for the Piggy Dam walk was the Village 
Hall car park and that this could impact on functions 
if a number of cars were parked by walkers.  We would 
therefore remind walkers that the Recreation Ground 
car park is just a short walk across Oliver’s Battery and is 
freely available for anyone to use.  

BOXING DAY WALK
Don’t forget to don your boots and join Tony Stoney and 
colleagues for the Boxing Day Walk which will start at Old 
Basing Village Hall at 11 am on 26 December.  Dogs on 
leads are always welcome so this is a good opportunity 
for you and your dog to walk off all those extra 
Christmas treats.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS OVER CHRISTMAS
The Parish Office will be closed from 
Tuesday 24 December (Christmas Eve) 
through to Sunday 29 December and again on 
Wednesday 1 January (New Year’s Day).  

Telephone messages and emails will be monitored 
from time to time during this period and any 
urgent messages dealt with. 

Non-urgent messages will be responded to as quickly 
as possible when the office re-opens on 30 December.

PARISH OFFICE AND RECREATION FACILITIES

Sandra Tuck (Clerk) 
clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Stephen Richardson 
Grounds & Facilities Manager

John Robinson
Old Basing

Vera Riley-Shaw
Lychpit

Christine Fowler
Old Basing

Mark Oszczyk
(Vice-Chairman)
Old Basing

Alan Renwick
(Chairman) 
Old Basing

David Whiter
Old Basing

Kerry-Ann 
Chamberlain 
Old Basing 

Peter Bloyce
Old Basing

Roger Doust 
Lychpit 

Richard Barker 
Old Basing

Steve Brown
Lychpit 

Blanke Villa, Lambs Lane
Spencers Wood, RG7 1JB

01182 075160

NEW BUILDERS MERCHANTS

Meetings take place on Tuesday evenings starting at 7.30 pm unless 
otherwise stated and are held at The Pavilion on the Recreation Ground, Old 
Basing.  Planning & Development Committee meetings may be cancelled if 
there are no plans for discussion.

All meetings are open to the public and time is allocated on the Agenda 
for any member of the public present to address the meeting.  Meetings 
are generally held in the 1st floor Committee Room, however if you wish to 
attend a meeting but have difficulty with stairs please let us know so the 
meeting can be moved to a ground floor room.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS & EVENTS FOR 2019

MONTH FULL PARISH 
COUNCIL

PLANNING & 
DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

FACILITIES 
MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

FINANCE & 
RESOURCES
COMMITTEE

OTHER

January 7th 14th & 28th

February 4th 11th & 25th 18th

March 3rd 10th & 24th 17th

April 7th 14th & 28th 21st (Annual 
Parish Meeting)

May 7th 12th & 26th 19th

June 7th 9th & 23rd 30th

July 7th 14th & 28th

August 7th 11th & 25th 18th

September 7th 8th & 22th 29th

October 7th 13th & 27th 20th

November 7th 10th & 24th 17th

December 7th 8th & 22th 14th Community 
Partnership 
Evening

Alan Jones
Lychpit 

Kate Hope 
(Assistant Clerk)
assistant.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parish Office, 
The Pavilion, 
The Recreation Ground, 
The Street,  
Old Basing, RG24 7DA  
01256 462847   www.oldbasing.gov.uk 

The Parish Office is open between 10am and 12noon 
Mon-Thurs (staff also work outside of these hours and 
will return urgent calls, so please do leave a message or 
alternatively email the Clerk or Assistant Clerk). 

Harry Rice Groundsman

COUNCILLORS

We are Basingstoke Water Softeners, your local authorised
suppliers of the TwinTec and Kinetico water softeners. We 
also service all makes of water softeners and supply and 

deliver block salt. We currently work in Basingstoke, 
Newbury, Andover, Alton, Reading and the surrounding 

areas.

THE BARBERSHOP
HACKWOOD ROAD LTD

Traditional Barbershop 
established for over 50 years

3 Chair Salon
Air Conditioned

Free Customer Parking Adjacent to the Shop

Opening Times: 
Monday – Tuesday: 8:30am til 

5pm
Wednesday: Closed

Thursday-Friday: 8:30am til 5pm
Saturday: 7am – 12 Midday

Tel: 07463367536
Email: simon@the-barbershop.co.uk
Website: www.the-barbershop.co.uk
Barbershop, Basingstoke, RG21 3AE

(Located next to the War Memorial Park entrance)

www.the-barbershop.co.uk
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Milkingpen Lane Bridge
I have been pressing HCC Highways Department for a 
progress report on measures to resolve the flooding under 
the Milkingpen Lane Bridge.  It does appear the last attempt 
at jet washing where they were able to reach further into 
the drain may have resolved the problem as, despite recent 
heavy rainfall, the road has been relatively clear.  However, 
investigations are continuing and Highways has apologised 
that a resolution to the issue has become so protracted. They 
have, and still are, experiencing several issues.  Below is a 
report received at the time of writing this article: 

1 
High pressure water jetting has cleared some debris from 
the system, which is now allowing water to drain. Access 
from under the bridge is very limited and with the carrier 
drain being of brick construction, care must be taken not to 
damage this as part of the cleansing process. 

2 
The highway drain that takes the water from under the 
bridge runs east under the bridge structure itself, before 
heading south under the bridge abutment. This has 
prevented access to the carrier drain from the surface and 
means that the first point at which the carrier appears to be 
accessible (the entrance to the area adjacent to the scout 
hut), the carrier is in excess of 2m deep. Any works adjacent 
to the bridge can only be completed with supervision by 
Network Rail. 

3 
Due to these restrictions, progress to date has been quite 
limited and we have been unable to establish where this 
drain discharges. 

4 
With the limited information that we have managed to 
gather about the system, we are a little reluctant to start 
excavating the carriageway as at the anticipated depths, 
a road closure would be required and may be in place for 
a considerable length of time.

Not wishing to repeatedly cause inconvenience to residents 
and highway users, we are trying to gather as much 
information as we can about this drainage system, prior to 
the commencement of any further investigation / remedial 
works at this location. If anyone can assist with information 
about this drainage system, we would be very pleased to 
hear it.

Speed Limit along the A30
Cllr Rob Humby cabinet member for the Environment and 
Highways will be considering a report at his Decision Day 
on 12 November which contains a recommendation to 
reduce speed limits in the vicinity of Nateley Scures 
and the Baredown. I have been campaigning for this along 
with residents for some time now and so I am delighted that 
this decision will be heard and hopefully agreed on 
and which I hope will meet the concerns that I and residents 
have raised with him.

On a lighter note …
Regular readers will know of my great passion for the natural 
environment. It was therefore a great pleasure to take part 
in the first “Pollinator Promise” planting of wildflower seed in 
Chineham. 

 The “Pollinator Promise” is a wildflower planting scheme to 
support more bees and other pollinating insects, supported 
by the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (HIWWT).  

It was wonderful to help plant the wildflower seeds at 
Great Binfields Primary School and meet the children, who 
showed a real passion for protecting their local environment. 
As I said to them, it’s important that we look after nature, 
then nature will look after us. Residents of Old Basing and 
Lychpit who wish to participate in the scheme can do so by 
removing one square metre of turf from their gardens, and 
planting wildflower seeds, which are available free of charge 
if they register with the Chineham Conservation Group 
at pollinator.patches@gmail.com. Seeds will come with 
planting and care instructions.

County Councillor Report

*BMI Card is a credit facility offered by BMI Healthcare Limited, BMI Healthcare House, 3 Paris Garden, London, SE1 8ND. 0% interest for 12 months then 0.79% per month, representative 9.9% APR variable. Up to £20,000 
available (subject to status). Monthly repayment 5% of balance or £25 whichever is greater or balance if lower than £25.

ARE YOU WAITING  
FOR AN OPERATION  

OR TREATMENT?
Fast access to consultant-led treatment

For further information on pricing or 
to make an appointment call  

01256 357111 
bmihealthcare.co.uk/hampshire

 @TheHampshireClinic

Spread the cost with our BMI Card  
with 12 months interest free credit*

15364 1124 MKT POS / 02.2019 

Cllr. Elaine Still

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd
www.communityad.co.uk

01843 834160 info@communityad.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have 

advertised and supported the Old Basing & Lychpit CommunityAd  Magazine

To advertise please call 01843 269513

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website
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Lychpit Christmas Celebration

T   +44 (0)1256 783 350        E  enquiries@oakleyhall-park.com        W www.oakleyhall-park.com

Valentine’s Ball
SATURDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 2020

Black Tie Event
Arrival Bubbly & Canapés

Delicious Four Course Dinner

Live Band, DJ & A Photo Booth
q

£75 per person

Rectory  Road,  Bas ings toke ,  Hampsh i re ,  RG23 7EL

Our clients like
and trust us

We are helpful
& professional

Full range of
legal services

We o�er value
for money

We are
innovative

At Phillips we have a 
modern and forward 
thinking approach, 
where our legal 
experts are committed 
to giving you the very 
best advice and 
exceptional service.  

Services for you:
• Residential Property
• Employment Law
• Wills & Probate
• Family Law
• Dispute Resolution
• Mediation

Business Services:
• Corporate Law
• Commercial Law
• Commercial Property
• Employment Law
• Dispute Resolution
• Succession Planning

legal@phillips-law.co.uk
www.phillips-law.co.uk

01256 460830

On Sunday 24 November, despite the rain, the local community in Lychpit came 
together to enjoy a truly festive evening.

We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who 
supported the event, from those who helped us get it up 
and running by donating prizes for the tombola to those 
who gave so generously of their time.  Huge thanks must 
also go to the local businesses who sponsored the event 
and the wonderful singers and musicians.. we couldn’t 
have done it without you.  And, of course, thank you to 
everyone who turned up on a very drizzly evening to help 
make it a success.

Special thanks must 
go to Minuteman Press 
for producing all of our 
advertising material 
and to Alan Sewell who 
supplied and fitted 
the wonderful 
Christmas lights.   
People were 
saying that they 

so enjoyed the Christmas countdown and the 
light switch on in the Courtyard was the perfect 
setting - a space that was unknown to many.

Here are just a few comments we have received:

“It was great, lovely start to the Christmas period”, 
“A wonderful afternoon/evening!  Well done 
for bringing the community together”, “Thank 
you for creating such a wonderful and magical 
event - hopefully the first of many”, “Lovely to see 
so many coming together and local businesses 
supporting each other”, “Great community buzz”, 
“Hope this is the start of an annual event for 

Lychpit.  It was 
so lovely to see 
so many people”, 
“All looked so 
festive - a truly 
village event”.

The Christmas 
Celebration was 
put together in 

the hope that it would help create a community 
feel; bringing the local community together.  
We hoped that we would raise enough money 

to cover the initial 
outlay and the costs 
of putting on such 
an event.  Thanks to 
everyone’s generosity, 
we managed to do a 
little better than that 
so we are delighted 
to be able to say that 
we raised enough to be able to make a donation to the 
Mayor’s Charity Appeal.
Thank you!

Natasha and Debbie
Lychpit Community Events Society
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We help utilise the 
lost space in your 
loft space with quick 
and affordable loft 
access and storage 
solutions.

OUR SPECIALIST SERVICES
•  Loft ladders & loft hatches
•  Boarding, lighting & insulation

YOUR PEACE OF MIND
•  Professional & friendly
•  No fuss or mess
•  Min. 5 year ladder guarantee

HUGE BENEFITS
•  De-clutter your home
• Create up to a third more space
•  Gain safe & easy loft access

WWW.ACCESS4LOFTS.CO.UK

01256 688648
Call now to book a FREE survey & quotation

CREATING 
SPACE THE 

 
EASY WAY!

What is happening at St.Mary’s Church?
Anyone taking a stroll past St. Mary’s Church cannot fail to notice that large parts of the 
church are swathed in scaffolding.

So, what is going on?
The church, as with all Anglican churches, is inspected 
regularly. This is known as the Quinquennial Inspection 
because, as you will have rightly guessed, it happens every 
five years. The church architect identifies all repairs that 
are required and the PCC then sets in train the process of 
making sure they are done.

The last inspection revealed that urgent repairs were needed 
on several roofs, gutters, downpipes and stonework. In 
addition repairs are required on some windows. This is not 
because the church has been neglected in the past, far 
from it, but these things have come due as anyone with the 
doubtful privilege of owning an ancient listed building will 
appreciate.

In order to get ahead of ourselves we have decided to do all 
the works together thus saving time, money and disruption 
in the long term.

This leads me on to the subject of how much will it cost and 
how are we going to pay for it?

We are fortunate indeed to have a very active Friends of St. 
Mary’s who work tirelessly to raise funds for us and those 
who attended their most recent pantomime will remember 
we had a display showing what works are needed at the 
church.

They are making a most generous grant towards the cost 
and we are fortunate to have received a recent legacy which 
will hopefully cover the remainder of a hefty £150,000 start 
price. I use the word ‘start’ deliberately as we will not know 
what else will be revealed when work begins. The rest of the 
cost will otherwise be born by funds raised by our regular 
congregation.

Is there anything the wider community can do to ensure 
the viability of this, arguably one of the village’s most 
precious assets? Yes, you can support the Friends and 
Church fundraising activities. We are having our ever 
popular Christmas Tree Festival on 7/8th December. Please 
think about sponsoring a tree and telling all your friends 
and family to come and enjoy it. You can, should you wish 
to make a more direct contribution, contact the church 
administrator who would be pleased to tell you other ways 
in which you can support St. Mary’s.

Meanwhile it is business as usual. The church is open for all 
our regular services and activities, details of which can be 
found on our website stmarysoldbasing.org.uk. 
Please come and visit us, you will be most welcome.

Tricia Renwick
Churchwarden.

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ
01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY
01256 761717

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

Trading
Standards
approved

ON SITE FLORIST 

24 hours a day

01256 355556
www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

Print it Eat it
Edible Printing Services

Phone: 07487 715043
Web: www.printiteatit.co.uk

Email: toppers@printiteatit.com

• Cake Toppers & Side Wraps up to A3

• Cupcake & Cookie Toppers

• Cocktail Toppers

• Personalised Mug & Money Box Printing

A. SEWELL

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
 - Security & Emergency Lighting
 - Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
 - TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
 - Multi-room Audio/Visual
 - Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
 - Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

01256 329893
01252 844663

www.asewell.co.uk
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01256 358940
07780 990361

OB
ERRY

BB
CONTRACTORS IN COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FENCING

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

FENCING

fencing@bobberryfencing.co.uk
Braeside, Sherborne St John, RG24 9LP

GARDEN • FIELD • SECURITY • ANIMAL PROOFING • GATES

Over thirty five years of experience • Free estimates & advice
LANDSCAPING

We now offer a
24 hour call out

service

All aspects of domestic plumbing and building
Bathroom and kitchen installations 
Boiler installation, service and repair

Central heating servicing 
Hot water cylinder replacement

Certified

Ensure Security Systems

Friendly, reliable, local, family-run
All makes of locks fi tted and repaired
uPVC door and window repairs
Secondary and garage security
24hr emergency service

L
O

C
K

S
M

IT
H

NO CALL-OUT 
CHARGE

NO VAT 

OAP DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES

www.ensurelocks.co.uk

Call David on 01256 411522
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DC ih l ren’sCoRner
Unscramble the Christmas themed words and join them  

to the pictures on the right. We’ve done the first one for you.
Remember, there is more than one raindeer!

COLOURING 
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www.DotToDots.net

Christmas Dot to Dot

Easy Mazes by KrazyDad, Book 9

Maze #13

© 2010 KrazyDad.com

Need the answer? http://krazydad.com/mazes/answers

KRAZYDAD.COM/PUZZLES

Christmas Maze

S G O N N J E M B X Y P T 
O A Q O F V R O J B R K B 
F X N R I Y E T U E B D M 
B Z H T E I X W S Q I R C 
K B S H A C S E L B U A B 
A E W P Z C N W O V H U Q 
F N G O I T L A V V P N Y 
D B G L S Y S A R V L Y N 
A D V E N T K K U P O M K 
P S J N L E N Q U S D F D 
Q K Z N Z J B E E N U D A 
Z H J T P I V X Q W R M E 
M T V Q B H N R Q U R U Z 

Christmas Word Search Christmas Word Scramble

natas

fgtis

eiglhs

eert

tleomsite

tzbilne

fsolnakew 

lohly

neidreer 

ydnca nace 

rhedas 

santa

ADVENT
ANGEL
BAUBLES
FESTIVE
NORTHPOLE

PRANCER
PRESENTS
RUDOLPH
SANTACLAUS

A N S W E R S ON PAGE 17
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CALL FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION  
SURVEY & QUOTATION ON  

BASINGSTOKE 01256 477472 

THINKING ABOUT 
SECURITY?  

 

WHY NOT CALL 

Care Guard Security Ltd, are a local family 
owned & run security systems installation   
business, Est. 1984. We install, upgrade and 
maintain alarms for both residential & commer-
cial properties to EN50131:2010 as well as fit 
CCTV, Access Control, Safes & other security 
products to the highest industry standards. We 
are NSI Gold accredited for your complete 
peace of mind.  
 

Genuine honest advice given. All work is fully          
guaranteed & insured and we do not use sub           
contractors, plus you own your system so...   
                               NO monthly fees! 
 Find us at www.careguard.co.uk 

Complete Pest Solutions provides professional pest and 
vermin control for all property types.

If you are experiencing problems with pests in 
your home, office, shop or restaurant then please 
do not hesitate to contact us and we will provide

you with the correct service for your problem

Crime Prevention Advice on Theft from Vehicle Crime

Due to a recent spate of theft from vehicle offences in the area, 
we would like to offer some simple but crucial advice.

Remember – most of these offences are opportunist in nature – 
by taking even simple precautions you can greatly reduce your 
likelihood of becoming a victim.  
• Most offences of theft from vehicle are opportunist. 
 When leaving your car, close all windows and lock your car. 
 This is the best way to protect your belongings.
• Upon locking your vehicle try your car door to ensure 
 it is actually locked!
• Take all your personal possessions with you and do not 
 leave items on display.
• Even items of little value, such as shopping bags and 
 clothing, may tempt a potential thief to break into the vehicle
  to see whether they contain anything worth stealing. 
 They may even be tempted by such things as coins for the 
 car park, sunglasses, packs of medication or other items that 
 can earn quick cash.
• Fit an alarm or immobiliser to your car.
• Register your possessions for free at www.immobilise.com 
 – in doing so you will assist the police in returning your 
 property should it be lost or stolen.
• Secure your number plates with tamper-resistant screws. 
 The easiest way to change the identity of a stolen vehicle or 
 avoid speeding tickets and parking tickets is to fit stolen 
 number plates. Using security screws to attach your vehicle’s 
 number plates makes it harder for thieves to get your  number.

• Fit locking, anti-tamper wheel nuts to secure alloy wheels. 
 Stolen wheels are valuable, either as parts or for their scrap 
 value. Using locking wheel nuts reduces the risk of your 
 vehicle’s wheels being stolen.
• Secure anything that’s on the outside of your vehicle. 
 Anything left on roof-racks, tailgate racks, holiday top boxes 
 or in tool chests are easily stolen when the vehicle is parked. 
 The use of cable locks, padlocks and self-locking tools chests,
 which are secured to the vehicle, makes them more secure, 
 but still, don’t leave things in them if you can avoid it.
• Report all suspicious activity or offences to the police. Even 
 if we cannot take immediate action it well help us build a 
 better picture of the issue which will help us combat it more 
 effectively in the long-run.

If you are affected by vehicle crime, or have any information 
concerning recent vehicle crime in your area, do please report 
it either on 101 or on the police website.  Also, if you have any 
CCTV coverage, please arrange to pass this on to the police.

Lamb Brooks Family Law Team L-R:
Julia McGuigan, Rob Parker, Laura Bell

If you are looking for advice or further information on separation, 
divorce or any other family legal matters then please get in touch
with our Family Law Team on

01256 844 888 
or email 
enquiries@lambbrooks.com

No Fault Divorce: Q&A With A Divorce Lawyer
The Government con�rmed earlier this year that divorce laws will be changed, removing the need for one party to be at ‘fault’ 
for the marriage breaking down.
Our specialist Family Law Team answers some frequently asked questions on No Fault Divorce:
“When will these changes come into place?”
At the moment the only guidance we have is that the changes will ‘come into play as soon as parliamentary time allows’. With 
a fair amount happening in Government at the moment we aren’t expecting anything to happen soon. We would hope to 
have an update in the Autumn/Winter of this year.
“I have already started divorce proceedings, will this a�ect me?”
If you are already going through the divorce process then it will continue under the current rules and you will not be a�ected. 
 “I am considering divorce, should I wait until the new rules are in place?”
If you have already made up your mind on getting a divorce then there isn’t really a need to delay the process. There is 
unlikely to be any major time or �nancial bene�t to waiting and at this moment in time we have no indication on when that 
will happen. Lamb Brooks already practice under Resolution’s guidance, meaning that where ever possible we work with 
clients in a digni�ed and non-confrontational manner, using alternatives to court.
“How will the changes make the divorce process better for separating couples?”
Going through a divorce will still be a di�cult time however the removal of 
apportioning ‘blame’ to one party can help make  the process less
confrontational. Obtaining a divorce could be made much quicker too, as
couples will no longer have to wait 5 years to formally separate without
attributing fault or blame to one another.

As part of on-going efforts to tackle crime across Basingstoke, we would like to keep residents up 
to date with relevant crime prevention advice, so that you have a better awareness of how you may 
protect yourself and your belongings.

DC ih l ren’s CoRner
COLOURING 

Easy Mazes by KrazyDad, Book 9
Maze #13

© 2010 KrazyDad.com

Need the answer? http://krazydad.com/mazes/answers

KRAZYDAD.COM/PUZZLES

Christmas Maze

A N S W E R S
Unscramble the Christmas themed words and join them  

to the pictures on the right. We’ve done the first one for you.
Remember, there is more than one raindeer!

S G O N N J E M B X Y P T 
O A Q O F V R O J B R K B 
F X N R I Y E T U E B D M 
B Z H T E I X W S Q I R C 
K B S H A C S E L B U A B 
A E W P Z C N W O V H U Q 
F N G O I T L A V V P N Y 
D B G L S Y S A R V L Y N 
A D V E N T K K U P O M K 
P S J N L E N Q U S D F D 
Q K Z N Z J B E E N U D A 
Z H J T P I V X Q W R M E 
M T V Q B H N R Q U R U Z 

Christmas Word Search Christmas Word Scramble

natas

fgtis

eiglhs

eert

tleomsite

tzbilne

fsolnakew 

lohly

neidreer 

ydnca nace 

rhedas 

santa
gifts
sleigh
tree
mistltoe
blitzen
snowflake
holly
reindeer
candycane
dasher

ADVENT
ANGEL
BAUBLES
FESTIVE
NORTHPOLE

PRANCER
PRESENTS
RUDOLPH
SANTACLAUS

Internal and external 
works undertaken

Tel: 01256 467 901
Mob: 07748 808069

W.T. HILL
PAINTER & DECORATOR
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Meeting & Party venues in Old Basing & Lychpit 
Old Basing & Lychpit has a number of venues suitable for evening and weekend hire for all types of parties and 
meetings and other group events. For information on any of the venues contact the Parish Office via the contact  
form on the website, by email to clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847

Old Basing Village Hall
& Frank Goddard Room
This modern, well maintained
venue is perfect for weddings
and birthday parties
from 1 to 100 consisting of
three halls that can adapt to
most group needs.The hall is 
fully licensed with broadband 
facility, a stage and a large 
well-equipped kitchen.
The hall hosts many groups 
throughout the week such as 
ballet classes, nursery school, 
table tennis, archery, line 
dancing and pilates.
The weekend is kept free for
one-off bookings such as 
weddings, parties, christenings etc. and we also hold jumble sales, 
scouting and guides events, quiz nights, religious services, blood 
donation sessions, flower shows, pantomimes, charity functions - 
in fact celebrations of all kinds.

In addition to the main hall,
the FRANK GODDARD ROOM
is a modern meeting room
accessed by a flight of stairs
and located at the rear of
the hall. It has a separate 
entrance and access to a small
kitchenette.

The Main Hall can be adapted
for 50 to 200 people and the 
Frank Goddard Room is suitable 
for up to 30 people.

Our committee of volunteers
has maintained a wonderful
facility for all to enjoy with
disabled access and toilet.
Special rates are offered to 
parishioners.

*  If you would like to enquire further please contact the Booking
Secretary, Sandie Rice on 07544 289932. 
bookings@oldbasingvillagehall.co.uk

Adjacent to St Mary’s Church, Old Basing, this room is suitable for 
groups of up to 60 (seated), 100 (standing). Please note: limited 
parking 
* Debbie Filer, Administrator 07541 698235

Parish Meeting Room

For children’s parties and meetings of up to approx 50.
*  Cat via email Beddingtoncentrebookings@gmail.com

The Beddington Centre

Licensed club house for parties and events of up to 50 people
*  John Huntingdon 07966 394599

Old Basing Cricket Club

Large fully-licensed function room with stage and dance floor, 
available for all types of gatherings, such as weddings, funeral wakes, 
children’s parties or training sessions. Maximum capacity 120. Also 
available are two board/meeting rooms, each with tea and coffee 
making facilities and wi-fi.
*  socialclubentertainments@gmail.com 
01256 465800 or 07437 016815

Old Basing Royal British Legion

Lychpit Community Hall is a lovely Grade II Listed barn with oak beams 
and flooring.  It is a popular venue for children’s parties and provides 
a unique setting for intimate wedding receptions and other family 
events. The hall will seat up to 80 in a formal setting or 100 guests for 
an informal buffet or party.  There is a small fully-equipped kitchen 
off the entrance foyer and a separate accessible toilet with baby 
changing facilities.  The hall is fully licensed for entertainment and the 
sale of alcohol.

A small meeting room ideal for one-to-one meetings is also available to 
hire separately during the week.

We currently have space for regular groups during the day on all 
weekdays.  To check availability visit the Parish Council website www.
oldbasing.gov.uk where you will find Lychpit Community Hall listed un-
der Venues for Hire.  Weekends are generally reserved from mid-day for 
party bookings, although full day events/workshops will be considered.

   Regular activities include:

 Monday
 Karate  
  
 Tuesday 
 Basing Beans
 Pilates 
 Rainbows 
 Brownies
 KAP Workshop 

 Wednesday
 Daisy Foundation
 Lisa Jane School of Dance

 Thursday
 Drama Tots 
 Lisa Jane School of Dance
 
     

To enquire about hiring Lychpit Hall contact the Parish Office either 
via the contact form on our website www.oldbasing.gov.uk, by email 
to lychpithall@oldbasing.gov.uk or telephone 01256 462847 (morn-
ings only or leave a voicemail).

Our newly refurbished Pavilion 
Tea Room overlooks the recreation 
ground in Old Basing and is ideal 
for smaller groups and parties 
for approximately 20 people 
or for sports groups providing 
refreshments to spectators.  The 
Tea Room now boasts a brand new 
self-contained kitchen with serving 
hatch, fridge, microwave and 
dishwasher. For sports groups, there 
are two separate changing rooms 
at the rear providing changing and 
shower facilities plus an individual 
referee’s changing room and shower, 
all are accessible from the tea room. 
The Tea Room is easily accessible for 
wheelchair users with a permanent 
ramp and designated wider door.

Pavilion Tea Room

Located above the Parish Office, this newly refurbished meeting room 
is equipped with WiFi, projector and flip charts and will seat up to 20 
people for boardroom style meetings or training events.  Alternatively, 
the easily foldable tables and stacking chairs can be stored to one side 
to leave space for other activities.  The adjacent kitchen area is ideal for 
preparation of light refreshments.
Free on-site parking is available at all the above facilities.

Pavilion Committee Room

Hall following refurbishmentLychpit Community Hall

Friday
Kids Kan Dance
Pilates
The Loft Music Night
(last Friday monthly) 
Yoga Blissipline 
(twice monthly)

Saturday
British Wheel of Yoga  
Yoga with Christine

Sunday 
Infinite Harmony Yoga  
 
  

Lychpit Hall Committee Room

Managed by Hampshire Cultural Trust, Basing House offers a range  
of venue options.

Great Barn
A fabulous location for your event, marriage or civil partnership and
is available any day including weekends. This spectacular Tudor Barn
is over 37m (120ft) long, 13m (43ft) high and 10.6m (35ft) wide and
will accommodate 600 people standing or around 300 for meetings or
conferences, and 250 for seated receptions.

Walled Garden
The Walled Garden is a beautiful and unusual place to hold events and
parties. Surrounded by Tudor walls the reconstructed Jacobean style
knot garden offers ample space for large marquees and performances
and is available any day including weekends (subject to availability).

Courtyard
The farm yard at Basing House is an excellent space for outdoor events.
Cover is available under the Shelter Sheds, and the Great Barn makes
a fabulous backdrop and is available any day including weekends
(subject to availability).

Learning/Community Room
A bright space equipped with an interactive white board, underfloor
heating, coffee and tea making facilities and sink. Ideal for business
meetings, talks and presentations, craft activities or birthday parties
and is available any day including weekends.
Max capacity when seated 35.

Space 12.2m x 4.9m and suitable for all including activities for under 5s.

Minimum 3 hour hire after 5pm

Catering for all the above locations is not included and you may use
your own caterer. Tea and coffee is available for purchase on site if
required.

*  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/content/hiring-
spacebasing-house or call Linda Owen on 01256 403905 or by email 
linda.owen@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk. Alternatively please 
call the Milestones Museum reception on 01256 477766 where a 
message can be left

Basing House

© Alistair Jones Wedding & Portrait Photographer www.idealimaging.
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Look no further for your 
local legal experts

www.brainchasecoles.co.uk
Tel: 01256 354481    enquiries@brainchasecoles.co.uk

Family Law • Wills and Probate • Property (Residential & Commercial) 
Family Mediation • Legal Aid • Notary Public

Haymarket House, 20-24 Wote Street, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7NL

The Old Basing Village  Show 

Apples, plums and soft fruit filled the fruit tables.   Dahlias, 
roses, asters, Japanese anemones and other lovely flowers 
took up the far side of the hall and along the bottom of 
the stage pot plants, orchids and cacti were placed to 
best advantage.  Flower arrangements were snipped 
and tweaked and the cakes, scones, breads and pasties 
arrived covered in clingfilm, together with the men and 
boys class of a cake using a vegetable ingredient.   The 
jars of homemade jams, jellies and marmalades take up 
less space but look very colourful when set out.   A wide 
variety of handicrafts were displayed on the balcony and 
the photos together with the liqueurs and non-alcoholic 
cordials all went into the Frank Goddard Room.   As for the 
children, the junk models, decorated Pringle containers, 
decorated cupcakes and monsters were all very carefully 
brought in and displayed on the stage.   The hall was a 
hive of purposeful activity until 10.15 when everyone was 
shooed out in readiness for the judges.

Our judges come back year after year and seem to very 
much enjoy judging the show.   So Messrs Mason and 
Newman headed for the fruit and veg, to study the 
straightness of the beans, the roundness of the globe 
beetroot, presentation of the onions and so on.   Mrs 
Williams and Mrs Garwood, having agreed who would 
cover the baking and who would do the jams and jellies, 
set too with their knives and teaspoons to cut and taste 
every exhibit.   Mrs West judged the flower arrangements, 
of which there are sadly too few.   The handicrafts judge, 
Mrs Blight, headed upstairs for the needlecraft, paintings 
and other craft classes.   Ms Fairs took on the unenviable 
task of judging the photograph classes and Mr Brace had 
the, hopefully, enjoyable task of tasting the liqueurs.   Mrs 
Mitchell handled the children’s bug hotels, vegetable 
monsters and other classes with great enthusiasm.

Their job done, the judges enjoyed a cup of coffee and 

chat before heading home, leaving the committee to put 
the labels on the cards of the class winners and work out 
who had won the cups.

At 2.30pm the queue of visitors and entrants anxious 
to see who had won what was allowed into the hall 
to exclaim at the varied display, comment on the class 
winners and regret not entering as their dahlias were 
better!   Winners collected their prize money, the children 
were delighted with their sweets and rosettes.  Many 
people contributed to our funds by buying raffle tickets, 
taking part in the tombola or buying some of the produce 
for sale.   The teas and cakes were, as usual, very popular.   
It was very heartening to see so many people coming to 
enjoy the show.

This year we were delighted to have Laura Haystaff 
from The Topiary to give out the cups and the children’s 
certificates.   The usual auction of produce which 
exhibitors had kindly donated, was interspersed with 
auctioning two excellent prizes – a massage from The 
Spine Team and a voucher from Box Hairdressing.   This 
was great fun as everyone entered into the spirit of the 
auction bidding against each other for prize-winning 
vegetables, jams, flowers and cakes.

At 8.0am on Sunday 8th September 2019 the doors of the Village Hall opened and our 
exhibitors with their precious exhibits came pouring in. Evenly matched runner beans, 
carefully scrubbed beetroot, perfect squashes, straight cucumbers, onions, tomatoes 
and bunches of herbs were all beautifully presented in their classes.

The committee was delighted with the success of this 
year’s show.   We welcomed 30 new entrants, several of 
whom won prizes in the individual classes, and had an 
overall increase in the number of entries.  We very much 
hope that both participants and visitors enjoyed the day.

Finally, the committee will be working on next year’s 
schedule during January and we hope you will be picking 
up your copy from the usual village outlets in early spring.   
It will also be available on our website www.oblvs.org.uk.   
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+44 (0)1256 783 350 | reception@oakleyhall-park.com | www.oakleyhall-park.com
Oakley Hal l  Hotel ,  Rectory Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire,  RG23 7EL

Glasshouse Restaurant Dining Club
Discover your passion for exquisite food and sign up for FREE to receive your very own club 

The Ivy Club
Who could believe it, we 
celebrated our 60th birthday 
in September with a full 
afternoon of entertainment 
supplied by The Barrel Organ 
Boys and the Carnival Chorus 
and lots of community 
singing, and a tea party 
followed by large slices of 
lovely gooey birthday cake.   

We also had a raffle and thanks to 
the various organisations that supplied 
the prizes. We would like to thank 
the local Co-Op particularly as they 
support The Ivy Club on a monthly 
basis with raffle prizes.  

We had a notice board of past and present members and 
those that have celebrated their 100th birthdays with us 
and have also had a Diamond Wedding Anniversary for a 
couple who live at Oakfields.  

The Ivy Club has, of course, changed in format over 
the years but we still meet on a weekly basis and new 
members are always welcome.  

We have had 3 coach outings this year, the first one to the 
Cotswolds, then off to the seaside in the summer and in 

November we are spending the day at Hampshire Farmers 
Market at Bordon.  We will be having our Christmas Party 
in December so fun for all. 

The Ivy Club, would not be The Ivy Club but for the 
support of its members so long may it last.

Sue Wilson  Chairman

R E C I P E

Prawn Linguine 
(serves 2) approx. 550 kcals

200g dried linguine
1 tbs olive oil
Juice of lime
2 tsp of mild chilli powder
1 tsp garlic powder
160g prawns
15 sweet cherry tomatoes (halved)
½ cup white wine mixed with
1 tsp cornflour
Mix together 1 tsp of mixed herbs, 
2 tsp breadcrumbs , ½ tsp ginger , 
½ tsp black pepper 
70g rocket leaves

Cook the pasta as per packet instructions.  (Linguine is very like 
spaghetti so this could be used as a substitute).

In a large frying pan or wok heat the oil over a medium heat.  
Mix the lime juice chilli powder and garlic to a paste and fry for 10 secs.

Tip in the tomatoes and cook for 2 minutes to soften.

Add the prawns then stir in the white wine mixture, then add the 
herb mixture and let it cook for about 2 minutes.

Drain the pasta and add to the pan together with ¾ of the rocket 
leaves and stir them in letting them wilt.

Serve with fresh rocket on top.
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01256 357923

CROOMBS 
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES

Installations, repairs and maintenance to
Industrial, commercial and domestic premises

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY 
SERVICE www.croombs.co.uk

Fire & Intruder Alarm Systems • Computer Cabling
Lighting & Design • Rewiring • Access Control

Portable Appliance Testing

16 Winchester Street · Basingstoke · RG21 7DZ

www.basingstokeservicecentre.net

Basingstoke Service Centre
Don’t bin it…fi x it!

Repairs to most makes of Electric Cookers, 
Ovens, Hobs, Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers, Dishwashers

01256 357640

Your local domestic appliance specialists

OLD BASING & LYCHPIT BIG TURKEY 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Date for the diary: Sunday 29th December, 2019

Depending on when you are reading this there are less than 
30 shopping days to go to Christmas. On that basis it is time 
to turn your attention to Christmas and put Sunday, 29th 
December, in the diary for the Old Basing & Lychpit Big Turkey 
Community Christmas Lunch. The Christmas Lunch will be 
held at Old Basing Village Hall starting with drinks served from 
noon and lunch at 1.00 pm. This will be the fifth  consecutive 
year this hugely popular event will be held where the 
objective is to provide a complimentary Christmas meal with 
an afternoon of entertainment to families; young and old to 
unify the community of Old Basing & Lychpit especially during 
this special seasonal time of the year. Places are limited to 180 
therefore please book early to avoid disappointment. You can 
either sign up for the event in the foyer of St Mary’s Church 
from early October onwards or contact Caron on 07740 775036 
or email bigturkeylunch@outlook.com . 

As previous years transport will be available for those that 
have difficulty attending the event. Volunteers to help are 
welcome and if you can spare some time on the day or before 
then also please contact Caron. This is an event organised 
by volunteers from Old Basing & Lychpit for the families and 
residents of our community, in order to create a greater identity 
and community spirit. It relies on the funding from the Parish 
Council, support from St Mary’s, the generosity of local vendors 
and from donations on the day. We look forward to seeing you 
all in December

24/7 Rapid Response Service 
All Works  Guaranteed

 Certified Master Locksmith
 Locks Opened, Repaired & Installed
 Wooden, Metal & UPVC Doors and Windows
 No Obligation Security Surveys & Upgrades
 Insurance Claims & Compliance
 Registered Key & Master Keyed Systems
Competitive Prices – No Call Out Fee – No VAT!

T: 07803 357035  • E: MasterLocksmithsLtd@gmail.com

www.basingtutors.com

•Friendly, personal approach
•One-to-One Tuition•Professional tutors

Basing Tutors
Local
Tutors

For Local
People

01256 470948
admin@basingtutors.com

Initial consultation free of charge
Comprehensive diagnostic Literacy assessment 

with no further obligation

AllSeasons
Window Cleaning
We also clean driveways, gutters and conservatory roofs

www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com · 01256 353727 · 07740 605825

We use the latest pure water and ladderless window cleaning 
techniques to ensure your windows are perfectly clean - with no 
harmful detergents or damage to property. Our approach isn’t just 
about using the latest window cleaning technology - it’s about great 
service, reliability and hard-earned experience and accreditations.

RESIDENTIAL, DOMESTIC
&  COMMERCIAL

Celebrate Christmas together at Old Basing Village Hall
with our free Big Turkey Community feast 

All ages welcome

Sunday 29th December from 12 noon

Fifth consecutive year – hugely popular!
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• Kitchen/Bathroom Installation 
   & Renovation
• Cabinet Making & Carpentry
• Plumbing
• Floor & Wall Tiling
• Laminate Flooring
• Odd DIY Jobs

T: 07752 215087
E: yourinstallation@hotmail.com

W: www.yourinstallation.com 

 

MN

The Village Café

The Village Café is a volunteer run café for 
the community of Old Basing and Lychpit and 
is open on Friday afternoons from 2 to 4:30pm 
in the Parish Room at St Mary’s church.

The café originated from the previously held “coffee 
catchup” and was bought to fruition by Debbie Filer and 
Gillian Peer who have worked incredibly hard to establish a 
group of volunteers to bake and serve 
at the café. 

Our aim is to engage with the local community to provide 
a support service where needed and to end social isolation 
within our community. The café has been hugely successful 
and it is lovely to see our customers every week and to catch 
up with them all.

As well as providing homemade bakes and drinks, we 
donate all profits made to charity. We have supported ARK, 
The Pink Place, MDNA (Motor Neurone Disease Association) 
and currently support Julian House, our local homeless 
charity. 

We welcome occasional pop up visits from local business 
such as Alison’s Wonderland and the Glass Maidens which 
enables our customers to to buy a few lovely pieces whilst 
enjoying a cuppa and a cake. These businesses generously 
donate a percentage of any sales made to the charity we are 
supporting that day.

Incredibly, we have now been opening our doors for a year 
and to celebrate, we held a birthday party afternoon on 
25th October. It was amazing to welcome so many to our 
celebration along with representatives form the charities we 
have supported. Thank you to everyone who has supported 
us over the past 12 months and we look forward to seeing 
many more of you in future. As a one off, we decided to 

donate profits from this event to the Macmillan Biggest 
Coffee Morning Fund and we raised over £380 so a huge 
thank you for the generosity of all who visited.

We now look forward to the continued success of the 
café and welcome you all to visit. Our opening dates are 
shared on our Facebook page along with any special events 
planned.

Deborah Thorne

01256 819555 ▪ chef@thebolton.com ▪ RG24 7DA

BOLTON ARMS
OLD BASING

Thank you to all of our Customers and Suppliers
for your support over the last 11 years.

Be proud, we have raised more than
£400,000

for local Chari�es and Good Causes

 
The  Village Pub and Community that does make a Difference

Consistently Rated 5 * for Food & Premises Hygiene by the Food Standards Agency since 2008
Welcomed into the Tripadvisor Hall of Fame Member in 2019 Member

Fully Compliant with Food Allergen Guidelines



 Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter |  29 | Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council Newsletter28

National Garden Scheme 
IN HAMPSHIRE

Early in 2019, the National Garden Scheme donated £3 
million pounds to our Beneficiaries. Here in Hampshire 
two organisations benefitted from these donations.

Firstly Treloar’s School and College in Alton. At Treloar’s 
focus is on the ability of the students - not the disability.  
Around 170 children and young people, aged between 2 
& 25 years attend the school and college.  The complexity 
of the student’s needs is increasing, which means that 
Treloar’s need to upgrade some of their facilities.  To this 
end the NGS donated a very generous £85,000 which will 
be used towards a new Outdoor Learning Centre.  

Earlier this Summer, one of our very popular Gardens:- 
The Thatched Cottage, Upper Farringdon, invited a 
number of students and staff, from Treloar’s, to visit their 
garden on an educational visit to study pollination.  As 
well as being a beautiful garden there are chickens and 
ducks wandering around.  As you can see, this made 
Debbie one very happy young student.
To read more about this trip - visit the website https://ngs.
org.uk/discover-more/news/  and page down to the item 
on 26th June. 

Our second donation went to KIDS: Giving Disabled 
Children and their parents Support Towards a Brighter 
Future -KIDS is a Nationwide organisation, and for the 
last 50 years they have been dedicated to providing an 
extensive range of services to children and young people, 
aged 0 to 25 years, irrespective of their impairment or 
condition.

In 2019 the NGS donated £85,000 to develop the 
garden spaces at two of their Early Years care centres - 
Basingstoke Nursery, Hampshire and Wylde Green Centre, 
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands

To see more of the amazing work this charity does click 
on the link www.kids.org.uk 
We are quietly confident that Hampshire has achieved 
another record breaking year. We have to wait until Spring 

Founded in 1927, to fund the work of district nurses. Ninety plus years on & our volunteers 
continue to raise money for groups of nursing & caring charities. These charities include 
Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Parkinson’s UK and still Queen’s Nursing Institute. 
To view all our beneficiaries visit https://www.ngs.org.uk/beneficiaries 

2020 to see what the NGS has achieved Nationwide, by 
way of Donations to our beneficiaries.
The Hampshire County Booklet is a great source of 
reference for our Open Gardens, and should be available 
around February 2020.  You can pick up a copy at all local 
libraries, and many Garden Centres.  Then of course there 
is our web site www.ngs.org.uk  Once all the gardens 
are collated, you will be able view images and a more 
detailed description of the gardens.  

We have very experienced speakers, who will visit Clubs 
or Groups to give entertaining  talks about 
the NGS - from its history to the present day. 
If this is something that might interest you, 
please contact me in the first instance and I 
will send you details.  

With Best Wishes
Pat Beagley (Publicity)
pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk

Where 

NEW
Reception, Year 1 and  

Year 2 Classes for September

We believe the period from 4-13 years are the most critical 
in any boy’s life. We invite you to come and see for yourself what 

To arrange a visit on a day to suit you, please email: registrar@horrishill.com

www.horrishill.com
Horris Hill Preparatory School for Boys, Newtown, Newbury RG20

Based in Sherborne St. John

Petersfield
Antiques Fair
31 January - 2 February 
Traditional Antiques & Fine Art Fair

38 vetted stands, reliable dealers.
07774 850044.   www.penman-fairs.co.uk

Complimentary
Ticket for Two
The Antiques Fair
Fri - Sun, 10.30am - 5.00pm 

Festival Hall, Heath Rd, GU31 4EA

Bring this advert from Lychpit &
Old Basing Community Magazine

Handyman and 
DIY projects

From a small job to any job
Call & Speak to Tony

Email: tony@the-eco-workshop.co.uk 

I offer a handyman service specialising in 
getting all those jobs around the home done 

quickly and efficiently.

The list of services I offer is continually 
growing so please get in touch to discuss 

your specific requirements.

All my estimates are FREE with no obligation and 
pricing is competitive.  I pride myself on providing the 

highest levels of quality, friendly and professional service.

the

workshopECO

Providing Repair and Maintenance Services to the Domestic and Small Commercial Customer

Te l ephone :  07976  559434
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Est. 2008 

What we o�er:-
� Doggy/Puppy Bathing
� Puppy Socialisation
� Trim & Tidy
� Hand-Stripping
� Ear Plucking & Cleaning
� Nail Clipping
� Paw/Pad/Ear Trimming
� Anal Gland Expression
� Tick Removal
� Fresh Breath Treatment
� Puppy Consultations

07555 453100 
info@smart-paws.com 
www.smart-paws.com 

M N
S O

Daneshill, 5 mins from Chineham, Lychpit & Old Basing

Crown Lane, Newnham, 
Basingstoke, RG27 9AN
T:   01256 762757
E:   rowanlodge@forestcare.co.uk 
W: forestcare.co.uk

Residential | Nursing
 Dementia  | Respite

Luxury private care home
offering the highest standard 

of care & support 

All-inclusive fees with 
complimentary physiotherapy, 

hairdressing, chiropody
& much more.  

 THE WRIGHT ROOF!

OLD BASING WI
The Autumn months have been a busy time for the Old Basing WI, in this our Centenary year.  We were 
grateful for the opportunity to provide a display of all our activities at the Village Show in September.  

We had a lot of interest and 
some very kind comments 
about our display (see photo).
To celebrate our centenary, a 
native ash tree will be planted 
on the Recreation ground 
and we thank the Carnival 
Committee for their generous 
donation towards this.  
Our very active craft group has 
also produced a wonderful wall 
hanging which will soon be on 
permanent display in the Parish 
Room to commemorate our 
Centenary.
The craft group has been busy 

dying pure wool to be used to make stitched cards to be sold 
at the Basing House Christmas Fayre.  We will also be taking 
part in the St Marys Christmas Tree festival in December.
We hold a weekly “coffee and chat” at Conkers Garden Centre, 
a monthly lunch at a local pub as well as regular walks in the 
local area (see photo).  Members enjoy local theatre trips and 
have recently been to see “9-5” performed by BATS at the 
Haymarket.  We also enjoy playing skittles and have a team 

that has won through to the Hampshire WI finals next year.
Old Basing WI are part of the greater Loddon Group WI family 
and some of our Members have recently listened to Lady 
Carnarvon talking about life at Highclere Castle and the 
filming of Downton Abbey.  We also attend Hampshire WI 
events both at the Anvil and further afield where we have the 
opportunity to listen to fantastic speakers such as the truly 
inspirational Sally Becker- The Angel of Mostar. Next year we 
shall be going to see adventurer and 
TV presenter Ben Fogle.
Our monthly meetings take place on 
the first Tuesday of every month at 
the St Mary’s Parish Rooms starting 
at 7.30pm.  Recently we have had 
speakers from Hants and IOW Wildlife 
Trust, Funny Stories from the Museum 
Service, and our December meeting 
will include a recital on the theme of 
Christmas food, by a local actress.  We 
have a packed agenda planned for 2020 and would welcome 
any new members.  Details are in the Basinga or 
the Hampshire WI website at www.hampshirewi.org.uk  
Click on WI’s from the top of the page and select Old Basing 
from the list.  
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FOOBS 2nd Annual Trail and Fun 
Runs - 13th October 2019 
After the torrential rainstorms we had last year, we were hoping that we might 
have a dry day this year.  But despite our hopes and prayers, it was grey and 
drizzly and the sunshine once again declined to join in with our Friends Of Old 
Basing Schools Trail and Fun Runs :( 

call 01256 817640
Worting Park · Basingstoke · Hants · RG23 8PX

email info@wortinghouse.co.uk

www.wortinghouse.co.uk

A great working environment for any business

SERVICED OFFICES

Parkland location in Basingstoke
Friendly reception and secretarial services

Meeting and Training rooms
Broadband internet access • Flexible terms
Plenty of parking  • Offices available now

Virtual Office services • Drop-in zone

WORTING HOUSE

However, the villagers and local runners came out en masse to 
support the event and we had over 130 adults and teenagers 
take part in the 10km route, and over 100 runners in the 
6km route, both of which went through the fields and tracks 
around Wildmoor!  

First home was 16 year old Cameron Coveney, with a time of 
40.53, followed by Alex Bigg (Senior Male) and Mark Soane 
(Male 40-49) - unsurprisingly, all three are BMHAC members 
and we thank the club for their support of this local event.  
Dawn Hunt (Senior Female) won the female race, coming in 
11th overall, with Gemma Bigg (Senior Female)  and Mitch 
Lloyd (Women 40-49) closing in fast on her heels.

The 6km race had more runners 
joining in this year than last year, 
with about 100 children and adults 
running and this was won by Michal 
Bursak (Senior Male) in 25.55, with Jack 
Hedderly (age 13) and Charlie Coveney 
(age 12) coming in fast behind him.  
Izzy Powell (aged 12) came in 9th 
overall to be the first female home, 
with Ella Marston (age 12) & Nicole 
Fuller (Woman 40-49) coming in 2nd 

and 3rd for the Women’s race.

The top three males and females in both these races each 
won a glass trophy and voucher prize kindly donated by Petra 
Jewellery, Pizza Express and Atmosphere Trampoline Park.

Once all the 10k and 6k runners were in, Julian Goater, an 
England National Cross Country Champ and GB Cross Country 
team runner, presented the prizes.  Then after a fun warm 
up session, the children’s 2km race went off around the rec 
and Oliver’s Battery, with 160 little ones giving their all in the 
muddy conditions, slipping and sliding with their parents, as 
they raced for the finish line where they received a wonderful 
medal, a water bottle and some well-deserved sweeties!

The event raised about £3,500 for the village schools and we 
warmly thank our headline sponsor, RJS Builders Ltd, plus 
all the other sponsors and volunteers for their generosity of 
time, monies and donations; not forgetting the wonderfully 
cheerful marshalls who stood out in the cold and rain, 
cheering everyone around the course!

It was so wonderful to 
see hundreds of local 
children and adults 
joining in, despite the 
weather, and having 
fun running and 
getting muddy while 
raising money for our 
local schools - roll on next year, when it surely has to be sunny, 
doesn’t it?!

The F.O.O.B.S. Run Organisers

Tickets should be booked in advance, 
available from the Discovery Centre, 
booking line 01256 478670 or online 
www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home

Adult Talks/Events

Ascot Brewing Company 
Beer tasting and talk 
Tickets: £8
Friday 6 December, 7-9pm (18+)
This fun evening will allow you to 
taste a variety of Ascot Brewing 
Company’s beer. They will give 
you an insight into how the beer is 
created and what gives their brew 
their individual characteristics.

Make Christmas Willow 
Decorations
£10 for materials 
(payable to the tutor during the 
workshop).
Friday 6 and Friday 13 December, 
10am – 1pm
Learn simple willow techniques 
and create charming Christmas 
decorations to take home.

Metal Embossing
Christmas Gift Workshop 
Tickets: £30. Plus an additional £5 
for materials (payable to the tutor 
during the workshop).
Saturday 7 December, 10am to 
4pm
Create exciting and innovative 
gift pieces, such as trinket boxes, 

and cards with decorative metal 
embossing. Learn how to make metal 
embossed pieces and use paint and 
glass liners for added decoration - 
make a unique and individual gift for 
Christmas!

Scrooge
A Christmas Panto
Single ticket £10; Adult and child 
ticket £17.50
17 December, 5:30pm to 6:30pm
Hampshire Libraries is delighted to 
present Gerry Graham’s adaptation 
of ‘A Christmas Carol’ which becomes 
‘Scrooge - A Christmas Panto’ 
Containing all the time-honoured 
pantomime components, some well-
chosen music, and with a nifty twist 
or two in the story. This is guaranteed 
to appeal to all ages!

Children’s events
Festive Fun crafts 
Free
Saturday 14 December, 
10am-12pm
Come and join in the festive fun with 
a Christmas inspired craft.

Below is a list of the events which will be taking place at 
Basingstoke Discovery Centre in December.
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Old Basing and Lychpit Sports Clubs
 OLD BASING ARCHERS

The 2019 season ended with some 
notable successes for Old Basing 

bowlers.  The Ladies team won the BDBA triples 
league whilst Anita Christian and Yvonne Banister 
reached the Hampshire County over 55 pairs final.    

In Basingstoke district competition Martin Cullis, is 2019 
Champion of Champions and Malcolm Christian became 
the fifth consecutive Old Basing winner of the Novices 
Trophy.    David Morris won the Whitchurch Over-60s 
knockout to complete the list of Old Basing winners.
Club Competitions weekend in early September attracted 
a good number of spectators, who were treated to some 
great bowling, and close finishes, in sunny but blustery 
conditions. Several finals going down to the very final 
bowl for the winner to be decided.     

 When the dust had settled Anita Christian is this year’s 
Ladies Champion and Jim Higgs triumphed in the Men’s 
competition. Notably several of our first year bowlers also 
won honours.  A fitting end to a successful season for the 
club. Planning is already underway for the 2020 season. 
Open Days will be held on Saturday April 11th and 
Sunday April 19th. Non-members are invited to try out 
the game of Lawn Bowls free of charge. We will provide 
Bowls just bring along some flat shoes and attend the 
club between 10.30am and 1.30pm on either day 

and you will be made 
welcome.” 
For further information about the club visit our 
website www.oldbasingbowlingclub.co.uk.

Maurice Bates
Chairman

On a late August summer evening this year, the 
Hampshire Cricket Board with the support of Old Basing 
Cricket Club members and coaches, held a have a go All 
Stars session for the Basingstoke area, which was held at 
the recreation ground, Old Basing. Some 60 plus children 
and their parents attended.

All Stars is a nationwide concept introduced by the 
English Cricket Board and is targeted at introducing 
young boys and girls up to the age of 8 to the basics of 
cricket in a fun and enjoyable way, with lots of batting, 
bowling and fielding drills, followed by cricket matches. 
Old Basing Cricket Club have themselves been running 
All Stars taster sessions for local boys and girls on a 

Saturday morning during the summers of 2018 and 2019, 
and it is anticipated will be doing so again in 2020.

M Curtis OBCC 

We’ve had another energetic year at the 
club and welcomed new members, some 

dusting off their rackets after several years and one 
family of beginners joined, who came down for a 
hit and a picnic after school, which is great.
Our Summer League positions were:-
Mixed  Div 1 – 5th out of 7
Ladies Div 2 – 2nd out of 5
Men’s  Div 2-   3rd out of 9 

The results of our Club Championships 
held in early September:-
Men’s singles - Jamie Thomas beat James 
Chamberlin 
Ladies singles - Penny Luke beat Jane Hatter 
Men’s doubles - Andrew Mountford & Jamie T 
beat Ben Wiltshire & James C
Ladies doubles - Jane Hatter & Penny L 
beat Bev Cleaver & Carol Torselli
Mixed doubles – Lynne & Jamie Thomas
(mum & son)  beat Jane H & James C

In our new format Handicap singles players have to score 30 
points. Nigel Hatt won the men’s and Bev Cleaver won the 
ladies.
The winner of the Betty Holmes Trophy for services to the 
club over the year was Bev Cleaver for the many things she 

does, including planting 
flowers around the 
clubhouse, brightening 
it up for everyone.
Coaching with JB 
Tennis Academy– Ben 
and Jamie have been 
coaching adults and 
juniors. See them on 
Facebook if you’re 
interested in having 
some coaching.
Interested in playing 
some tennis? For more 

information, email us at 
obtc.information@gmail.com  or visit clubspark.lta.org.uk/
oldbasingtennisclub

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB

OLD BASING CRICKET CLUB 
“ALL STARS”

OLD BASING BOWLING CLUB

OLD BASING ARCHERS
A family club for all ages and abilities

Founded in 1967, we have more than 100 shooting members

All ages and abilities, from teens to those in their 80s

From beginners to experienced Team GB archers

We have an established shooting range at the recreation ground

Recognised and registered by Archery GB as a Community Club

O.B.A

Fancy shooting? 
We run a have-a-go stall every year at the carnival 

and beginners’ courses throughout the year.

Visit www.oldbasingarchers.co.uk for details

Gilded Edge Graphic Design - dave_cook45@yahoo.co.uk

Mens Single Winner, Jim Higgs, pictures with Pam Tapling, Club President

Anita Christian and Yvonne Banister who reached the final of the County Over 55 Pairs
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CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES 

Tuesday 

Rhymetime – (Weekly) 

Under ones at 10am 

Over ones at 11am 

Coding Club – (Weekly in term time) 

3.45 – 4.45pm 

Bookable at start of term for 8 – 11s. 

 

Thursday 

Chatterbooks - craft and reading 
group (Monthly)  

Primary school age 

 

Saturday 

Drop-in crafts - (First Saturday of the 
month) 

10 – 12 years old. Primary school age 

Storytime - (All other Saturdays) 

11 - 11.30am 

Construction Club - (Every Saturday) 

2-3.30pm All ages, Lego and Duplo 
available. 

 

EXTRA EVENTS 

There will be extra activities, 
especially for Christmas, to be 
advertised as they arise. Please check 
The Basinga, social media, and within 
the library for details of these.  

 ASK IN THE LIBRARY FOR MORE DETAILS 

ADULT ACTIVITIES 

Wednesday 

Cuppa and Chat (Weekly throughout 
the year) 

10.30 – 12 Drop-in for a sociable 
drink 

 

Age Concern (Weekly in termtime) 

Over 50s. Bookable opportunity for 
IT assistance. 

£5 donation 

 

Thursday 

Creative Writing Group (Monthly as 
advertised) 

5.30 – 7pm 

 

Saturday 

Reading Group (last Saturday of the 
month) 

10.30 – 11.30am 

 

CHINEHAM LIBRARY 

Local business wins prestigious award
Hundreds of local businesses attended 
the Inspire Business Awards Dinner on 
Thursday 21st November at The Hampshire 
Court Hotel. INSPIRE19 showcase regional 
businesses and centre around an outstanding 
awards ceremony to promote the continued 
success of the regions businesses and growth 
of the local economy.

We are pleased to report that The Topiary Hair & 
Beauty won the prestigious Small Business of the 
Year Award! 
Matt and Laura Haystaff from the parish, opened 
the Old Basing branch located on The Street, back in 
2004 and their newest location in Kingsclere Road, 
Houndmills just 24 months ago.
Laura said “We had some stiff competition and were 
proud to have been selected top 3 of the North 
Hampshire Awards, but we won! It was our year!! 
We are so proud of our team and both salons and 
beyond thankful to our customers for allowing us to 
gain this accolade! Without their support and love of 
what we do we wouldn’t be where we are.
”The evening was a huge glamorous party with 500 
guests, lots of champagne to celebrate the huge 
success of many winning Basingstoke businesses.

Print it Eat it
Edible Printing Services

Phone: 07487 715043
Web: www.printiteatit.co.uk

Email: toppers@printiteatit.com

• Cake Toppers & Side Wraps up to A3

• Cupcake & Cookie Toppers

• Cocktail Toppers

• Personalised Mug & Money Box Printing

To advertise please call
01843 269513
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MAZDA2 SPORT NAV+

Based on 48 monthly payments with a fi nal optional payment of 
£4,858.00 on Mazda Personal Contract Purchase.

£999£169 +
DEPOSIT APR*PER MONTH

0%

• 16” Diamond Cut Alloys
• Rear Parking Sensors
• Satellite Navigation
• Climate Control
• Auto Lights & Wipers
• Keyless Entry
• Dark Tinted Glass
• Auto Powerfold Door Mirrors

• Sports Styling Kit
• 7” Colour Touch-Screen Display 
• Steering Wheel-Mounted 
 Audio Controls 
• LED Daytime Running Lights 
• Cruise Control 
• Bluetooth and Hands-Free 

Book a test drive° today, call us on 01256 442 144
London Road, Old Basing, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 7JD
www.edenmazda.com

16” Diamond Cut Alloys
Rear Parking Sensors
Satellite Navigation
Climate Control
Auto Lights & Wipers
Keyless Entry
Dark Tinted Glass
Auto Powerfold Door Mirrors

Sports Styling Kit
• 7” Colour Touch-Screen Display 
• Steering Wheel-Mounted 
 Audio Controls 
• LED Daytime Running Lights 
• Cruise Control 
• Bluetooth and Hands-Free 

Government strategy (Strategy for the Horse Industry in 
England and Wales) was devised in 2005 and published in 2011.  
This sets out to foster a robust and sustainable horse industry, 
increase its economic value, enhance the welfare of the horse 
and develop the industry’s contribution to the cultural, social, 
educational, health and sporting life of the nation.

The Hampshire Countryside Access Forum (HCAF) is the 
local access forum for Hampshire, a statutory advisory body 
established under the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) 
Act 2000.  The Forum is independent of any council or interest 
group and draws its membership from a wide range of interests 
and expertise.

HCAF is concerned about the impact of new developments 
in Hampshire on the public Rights of Way network, multi-
user routes, accessible green space and carriageways that 
together enable residents and visitors to explore and enjoy 
the countryside. It has contributed to the development of 
Hampshire County Council strategies for walking and cycling. 

Unlike the walking and cycling sectors, the Government’s 
strategy regarding the equestrian sector in the UK has not 
filtered down to local level as part of transport planning.  
Therefore the HCAF has published guidance to protect and 
promote the interests and safety of equestrians 
http://documents.hants.gov.uk/countryside/Equestrians-in-
Hampshire.pdf

A few facts from the document
• Rules 204 and 215 of the Highway Code explicitly recognise 
 equestrians as a legitimate vulnerable road user group.

• Hampshire is one of the most densely horse populated  
 counties  in England with an estimated number of horses of  
 87,000. In addition, in 2017 there were 5,583 ponies in the  
 New Forest.

• It is estimated that the equestrian sector contributes £313m 
 annually to Hampshire’s local economy, excluding the 
 contribution made by the horse racing industry.

• The horse industry is the largest rural employer after the 
 agriculture industry in the UK (source: British Horse Industry 
 Confederation 2017).

• 3,863 horse riders and carriage drivers in England 
 and Wales were admitted to hospital during 2016 as a result 
 of a traffic incident.

• 30% of riders reported road rage abuse (source: BHS 
 Accidents and Incidents).
These statistics demonstrate how important it is that planning 
authorities, developers and the Highways Department take 
account of equestrians when planning roads and housing.  As 
far as we understand, Hampshire Highways have yet to review 
warning signage in Newnham Lane.

Equestrians in Hampshire 
A reference guide for Transport, Planners, 
Developers and other decision makers.
Further to our report in the autumn newsletter regarding safety concerns expressed 
by horse riders using Newnham Lane, we draw your attention to the following.

For Drivers - The following page is an extract from the document designed to help drivers stay safe when encountering horses on the road.
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call 01256 315010 
visit candoverclinic.com 

Private Healthcare

• Private GP
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 


